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CHAP-    XL 

Reign  of  Claudius. — Defeat  of  the  Goths.— Tt£lories^ 
Triumph^  and  Deaths  of  Aurelian. 

UNDER  the  deplorable  reigns  of  Valerian  chap. 
and  Gallienus,  the  empire  was  opprefled       ^^' 
and    almoft   deftroyed  by   the    foldiers,  the  ty- 
rants^   and  the  barbarians.     It  was  faved  by  a 
feries  <^  great  princes^  who  derived  their  bbfcure 
origin  from  the  martial  provinces  of  lUyricum. 
Within  a  period  of  about  thirty  years,  Claudius^ 
Aurelian,  Probus,  Diocletian  and  his  colleagues, 
triumphed  over  the  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies 
of  the  ftate,  re-eftablifiied,  with  the  military  dif- 
dpline,  the  ftrength  of  the  frontiers^  and  deferved 
the    glorious  title  of  Reftorers   of  the    Roman 
world. 
Vol.  IL  '    B  Tho 
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Auieolus 
invades 
Italy, is 
defeated 
and  he- 
firged  at 
Milan. 


The  removal  of  an  effeminate  tyrant  made  way 
for  a  fucceffion  of  heroes*  The  indignation  of 
the  people  imputed  all  their  calamities  to  Gallie- 
nus^  and  the  far  greater  part  were,  indeed,  the 
confequence  of  his  diffblute  manners  and  carelefs 
adminifliration.  He  was  even  deftitute  of  a  fenfe 
of  honour,  which  fo  frequently  fupplies  the  ab- 
fence  of  public  virtue ;  and  as  loR^  '-as  he  was 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  poffef&on  of  Italy,  a  vic- 
tory of  the  barbarians,  the  lofs  of  a  province,  or 
the  rebellion  of  a  general,  feldom  difturbed  the 
A.D.  i6«.  tranquiJ  couffe  of  his  pleafurcs.  At  leftgth,  a 
confiderable  army,  ftationed  on  the  Upper  Da- 
nube, invefted  with  the  Imperial  purple  their 
leader  Aureolus ;  who  difdaining  a  confined  and 
barren  reign  over  the  mountains  of  Rhactia,  pafled 
the  Alps,  occupied  Milan,  threatened  Rome,  and 
challenged  Galiienus  to  difpute  in  the-  field  the 
fovereignty  of  Italy.  The  emperor,  provoked 
by  the  infult,  and  alarmed  by  the  inflant  danger, 
fuddenly  exerted  that  latcfit  vigour,  which  fomc- 
times  broke  through  the  indolence  of  his  temper. 
Forcing  himfelf  from  the  luxury  of  the  pabce,  he 
appeared  in  arms  at  the  head  of  his  legbns,  and 
advanced  beyond  the  Po  to  encounter  his  compe- 
titor. The  corrupted  name  of  Pontirolo '  ftill 
preferves  the  memory  of  a  bridge  over  the  Adda, 
which,  during   the  a6Uon,  muft  have  proved  an 


*  Pwu  jiurtcli,  thirteen  miles  from  Bergamo,  and  thirty-two  froia 
Milan,  See  Cluver.  Italia  Atiiiq.  torn.  i.  p.  14.5.  Near  chift  place, 
in  the  year  1703,  the  obftinate  battle  of  Caflano  was  fought  between 
the  French  and  AuRrians.  The  excellent  relation  of  the  Chevalitr  de 
Folard,  who  was  prefent,  gives  a  very  diltinft  idea  of  the  ground. 
See  Polybe  de  Folard,  torn.  iii.  p.  ftsj— »4S« 
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objed  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  both  armies,  chap. 
The  Rhsetian  ufurper,  after  receiving  a  total  de- 
feat and  a  dangerous  wound,  retired  into  Milan* 
The  fiege  of  that  great  city  was  immediately  formed; 
the  walls  were  battered  with  every  engine  in  ufe 
among  the  ancients;  and  Aureolus,  doubtful  of 
his  internal  ftrength,  and  hopelefs  of  foreign  fuc« 
cours,  already  anticipated  the  fatal  confequences  of 
imfuccefsful  rebellion. 

His  lait  refource  was  an  attempt  to  feduce  the 
loyalty  of  the  beliegers.  He  fcattered  libels 
throi)gh  their  camp,  inviting  the  troops  to  defert 
an  unworthy  mafter,  who  faciificed  the  public 
happinefs  to  his  luxury,  and  the  lives  of  his  moft 
valuable  fubjeds  to  the  flighteft  fufpicions.  The 
arts  of  Aureolus  diffufed  fears  and  difcontent 
among  the  principal  officers  of  his  rival.  A  con-» 
ipiracy  was  formed  by  Heraclianus  the  Prsetoriua 
prasfed,  by  Mercian,  a  general  of  rank  and  repu- 
tation, and  by  Cecrops,  who  commanded  a  nu- 
merous body  of  Dalmatian  guards.  The  death 
of  Gallienus  was  refolved ;  and  notwithftanding 
their  defire  of  firft  terminating  the  fiege  of  Milan, 
the  extreme  danger  which  accompanied  every 
moment's  delay,  obliged  them  to  haften  the  exe- 
cution of  their  daring  purpofe.  At  a  late  hour  of 
the  night,  but  while  the  emperor  ftill  protrafted 
the  pleafures  of  the  table,  an  alarm  was  fuddenly 
given,  that  Aureolus,  at  the  head  of  all  his  forces, 
had  made  a  defperate  fally  from  the  town ;  Gal- 
lienus, who  was  never  deficient  in  perfonal  bra- 
very, itarted  from  his  filken  couch,  and,  without 
B  2  allow* 
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allowing  himfelf  time  either  to  put  on  his  armoar 
or  to  affemble  his  guards,  he  mounted  on  horfe- 
back^   and  rode  full   fpeed  toward  the   fuppofed 
place  of  the  attack.     Encompafled  by  his  declared 
or  concealed  enemies,  he  foon^   amidft  the  noc- 
turnal  tumult,  received   a  mortal   dart  from    an 
A.D.«68,  uncertain  hand.      Before  he  expired,  a  patriotic 
Death  of '  fcntiment  rifrng    in   the  mind    of  Gallienus,    in- 
Gallieous.  Juced  him  to  name  a  deferving  fucceffor,  and   it 
was  his  lad  requeft,  that  the  Imperial  ornaments 
ihould  be  delivered  to  Claudius,  who  then  com- 
manded a  detached  army  in  the   neighbourhood 
of  Pavia.     The  report  at  leaft  was  diligently  pro- 
pagated, and  the  order  cheerfully  obeyed  by  the 
confpirators,   who    had  already  agreed   to  place 
Claudius  on  the  throne.     On  the  firft  news  of  the 
emperor's  death,  the  troops   expreffed  fome  fuf^ 
picion  and  refentment,  till  the  one  was  removed^ 
and  the  other  aflfuaged,  by  a  donative  of  twenty 
pieces  of  gold  to  each  foldien     They  then  ratified 
the  election,  and  acknowledged  the  merit  of  their 
new  fovereign  *. 
Chirafter        The   obfcurity    which   covered    the   origin  of 
t^northe  Claudius,    though   it   was   afterwards  embelliflied 
emperor      by  fomc   flattering   fiftions*,    fufficiently  betrays 


«  On  the  death  of  Gallienus,  fee  Trebellius  Pollio  in  Hift.  Augu(l. 
p.  iSi.  Zofimus,  1.  i.  p.  37.  Zonaras,  1.  xii.  p.  634..  £utit>p.  ix. 
II.  Aurelitu  Vi^or  in  Epitom.  Vi^or  in  Cxfar.  I  hare  compared 
and  blended  theoi  all,  but  have  chiefly  followed  Aurelius  ViAor,  who 
feems  to  have  had  the  bed  memoirs. 

t  Some  Aippofed  him,  oddly. enough,  to  be  a  baftard  of  the  younger 
Gordian.  Others  took  advantage  of  the  province  of  Dardania^  to  de- 
duce bis  origin  from  Daidanus,  and  the  ancient  kings  of  Troy. 
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the  meanners  of  his  bh*th.     We  can  only  difcover 
that  he  was  a  native  of  one  of  the  provinces  bor*  • 
dering  on  the  Danube ;  that  his  yolith  was  fpent 
in  arms,  and  that  his  modeft  valour  attraAed  the 
favour  and    confidence    of  Decius.      The  fenate 
and  people  already  confidered  him  as  an  excellent 
officer,  equal  to  the  moft  important   trufts ;  and 
cenfured   the  inattention  of  Valerian,  who  fuffered 
him  to  remain  in  the  fubordinate  ftation  of  a  tri- 
bune.    But  it  was  not  long  before  that  emperor 
diftinguiihed  the  merit  of  Claudius,  by  declaring 
him   general   and  chief  of  the  lUyrian   frontier, 
with  the  command   of  all  the  troops  in  Thrace, 
Masfia,    Dacia,  Pannonia,  and  Dalmatia,  the  ap- 
pointments of  the  i>rstfe&  of  Egypt,  the  eftablifli- 
menc  of  the  pro*conful  of  Africa,  and  the  fure 
profpefl  of  the  confulfliip.     By  his  vidories  over 
the  Goths,  he  deferved  from  the  fenate  the  ho- 
nour  of  a  ftatue,  and  excited  the  jealous  appre-. 
henfions  of  Gallienus.      It  was  impoffible  that  a 
foldier  could  efteem  fo  difTolute  a  fovereign,  nor 
is  it  eafy  to  conceal  a  juft  contempt.     Some  un- 
guarded exprelSons   which  dropt  from  Claudius, 
were  officially  tranfmitted  to  the  royal  car.     The 
emperor's  anfwer  to  an  officer  of  confidence,  de* 
fcribes  in  very   lively  colours  his   own  chara£ter 
and  that  of  the  times.     *'  There  is  not  any  thing 
**  capable    of  giving   me  more  ferious  concern, 
"  than  the  intelligence  contained  in  your  laft  dif. 
**  patch*:  that  fome   malicious  fuggeftions  have 

*  NM^na^  a  periodical  and  official  ilifpatch  which  the  emperors  re* 
ceived  from  \ht  frtmmjrii,  or  agenu  difpcrfcd  through  the  pioiincet. 
Of  cbefe  we  may  fpcak  hereafter. 
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CHAP.  <<  indirpored  towards  us  the  mind  of  our  friend 
**  2ind  parent  Claudius.  As  you  regard  your  al- 
**  legiance,  ufe  eyery  means  to  appeafe  his  re- 
^^  fentment,  but  condud  your  negociation  with 
**  fecrecy ;  let  it  not  reach  t,he  knowledge  of  the 
*'  Dacian  troops ;  they  are  already  provoked, 
*^  and  it  might  inflame  their  fury.  I  myfelf  have 
•*  fent  him  fome  prefents :  be  it  your  care  that 
<'  he  accept  them  with  pleafure.  Above  all,  let. 
^^  him  not  fufpeft  that  I  am  made  acquainted 
^*  with  his  imprudence.  The  fear  of  my  anger 
*'  might  urge  him  to  defperate  counfels '."  The 
prefents  which  accompanied  this  humble  epiftle, 
in  which  the  monarch  folicited  a  reconciliation 
with  his  difcontented  fubjedt,  confifted  of  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money,  a  fplendid  wardrobe, 
and  a  valuable  fervice  of  filver  and  gold  plate. 
By  fuch  arts  Gallienus  foftened  the  indignation, 
and  difpelled  the  fears,  of  his  Illyrian  general ; 
and  during  the  remainder  of  that  reign,  the  for- 
midable  fword  of  Claudius  was  always  drawn  in 
the  caufe  of  a  mafler  .whom  he  defpifed.  At  laft, 
indeed,  he  received  from  the  cbnfpirators  the 
bloody  purple  of  Gallienus :  but  he  had  been  ab- 
fent  from  their  camp  and  counfels ;  and  however 
he  might  applaud  the  deed,  we  may ,  candidly 
prefume  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  knowledge 
of  it  •.  When  Claudius  afcended  the  throne,  he 
Was  about  fifty-four  years  of  age. 

S  Hlft.  Auguft.  p.  »oX.  Gallicntu  defcribcs  the  plafc,  veflmcnts, 
&c.  like  a  man  who  loved  and  under(loo<i  thofe  fplendid  tiiflts. 

0  Julian  (Orat.  i.  p.  6.)  affirms  thai  Claudius  acquired  the  empire 
in  a  )aft  and  even  holy  manner.  But  we  may  diliiuit  ihe  paitialiry  of 
a  ktnfman. 
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'  The  fiege  of  Milan  wa?  ftill  continued^  and  chap. 
Aureolus  foon  difcovered,  that  the  fucc^fs  of  his  ^.^^^^-w 
aitmces  had  only  raifed  up  a  more  determined  ^««*»of 
adverfary.  He  attempted  to  negociate  with  Clau- 
dius a  treaty  of  alliance  and  partition.  ^*  Tell 
**  him,**  replied  the  intrepid  emperor,  "  that 
^^  fuch  propofals  (hould  have  been  made  to  GaU 
^'  lienusj  he^  perhaps,  might  have  lidened  to 
'^  them  with  patience,  and  accepted  a  colleague 
*'  as  defpicabie  as  himfelf  '.**  This  ftern  refufal, 
and  a  laft  unfuccefsful  effort,  obliged  Aureolus 
to  yield  the  city  and  himfelf  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  conqueror.  The  judgment  of  the  army  pro* 
nounced  him  worthy  of  death,  and  Claudius,  after 
a  feeble  refiftance,  confented  to  the  execution  of 
the  fentence.  Nor  was  the  zeal  of  the  fenate  left 
ardent  in  the  caufe  of  their  new  fovereign.  They  ^ 
radfied,  perhaps  with  fincere  tranfport  of  zeal, 
the  eledion  of  Claudius;  and  as  his  predeceflbr 
had  (hewn  himfelf  the  perfonal  enemy  of  their 
order,  they  exercifed  under  the  name  of  juftice  a 
levere  revenge  againft  his  friends  and  family. 
The  fenate  was  permitted  to  difcharge  the  un- 
grateful office  of  puni(hment,  and  the  emperor 
referved  for  himfelf  the  pleafure  and  merit  of  ob^ 
caining  by  his  interceflion  a  general  a£t  of  indem- 
nity \ 

7  Hift.  Auf  uft.  j>,  403.  There  are  fome  trifling  differences  con- 
cerning the  circumltances  of  the  iaft  defeat  and  death  of  Aureolus. 

*  Aureolus  ViA  or  in  Gal  lien.  The  people  iou<lly  |)ra3red  for  the 
dannarion  ofGaliienus.  Tlie  fenate  decreed  that  hia  relations  aod 
ftrvants  fhould  be  throw  a  down  headlong  from  the  Geinonian  ftaira. 
An  obnoxious  officer  of  the  revenue  had  his  eyes  torn  Qttt  whilft  onder 
cxami  action. 
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Such  oftentatious  clemency  difcovers  lefs  of  the 
real  chara£ler  of  Claudios,  than  a  trifling  circunw 
^*d^'ir^  ftancc  in  which  he  feems  to  have  confulted  only 
of  ciau.  the  dictates  of  his  heart.  The  frequent  rebel* 
^"•-  lions  of  the  provinces  had  involved  almoft  every 

perfon  in  the  guilt  of  treafon,  almoft  every  eftate 
in  the  cafe  of  confifcation ;  and  Gallienus  oftea 
difplayed  his  liberality,  by  diftributing  among  his 
officers  the  property  of  his  fubjefts.  On  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  Claudius,  an  old  woman  threw  herfelf 
at  his  feet,  and  complained  that  a  general  of  the 
late  emperor  had  obtained  an  arbitrary  grant  of 
her  patrimony.  This  general  was  Claudius  him* 
felf,  who  had  not  entirely  efcaped  the  contagion 
of  the  times.  The  emperor  blufhed  at  the  re- 
proach, but  defended  the  confidence  which  (he 
had  repofed  in  his  equity.  The  confeifion  of  his 
fault  was  accompanied  with  immediate  and  ample 
reftitution*. 
Heunderr  In  the  arduous  talk  which  Claudius  had  under- 
r^  forma!  taken,  of  reftoring  the  empire  to  its  aqcient  fplen* 
tionofthc  dour,  it  was  firft  neceflary  to  revive  among  his 
troops  a  fenfe  of  order  and  obedience.  With  the 
authority  of  a  veteran  commander,  he  reprefented 
to  them,  that  the  relaxation  of  difcipliae  had  in- 
troduced a  long  train  of  diforders,  the  effects  of 
which  were  at  length  experienced  by  the  foldiers 
themfelves  ;  that  a  people  ruined  by  oppreffion^ 
and  indolent  from  defpair,  could  no  longer  fup- 
ply  a  numerous  army  w  th  the  means  of  luxury, 
or  even  of  fubfiftence ;  that  the  danger  of  each 
.  individual  had  increafed  with  the  defpotifpi  of  the 

9  Zonaras,  l.xiit  p»  I37« 
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miKtary  order,  fincc  princes  who  tremble  on  the  C  h^a  p* 
throne,  will  guard  their  fafety  by  the  iaftant  fa-  %^»^m"W 
crifice  of  every  obnoxious  fubjed.  The  emperor 
expatiated  on  the  mifchiefs  of  a  lawlefs  caprice 
vrhich  the  foldiers  could  only  gratify  at  the  c«- 
pence  of  their  own  blood  ;  as  their  feditious  elec« 
dons  had  fo  frequently  been  followed  by  civil 
wars,  which  confumed  the  flower  of  the  legions 
either  in  the  field  of  battle  or  in  the  cruel  abufe 
of  vidory.  He  painted  in  the  mod  lively  colours 
the  exhaufled  (late,  of  the  treafury,  the  defolation 
of  the  provinces,  the  difgrace  of  the  Romaa 
name,  and  the  infbLent  triumph  of  rapacious  bar>- 
barians.  It  was  againft  thofe  barbarians,  he  de- 
clared, that  he  intended  to  point  the  firft  effort 
of  their  arms.  Tetricus  might  reign  for  a  while 
over  the  Weil,  and  even  Zenobia  might  preferve 
the  dominion  of  the  Eafl  '*.  Thefe  ufurpers  were 
his  perfonal  adverfaries;  nor  could  he  think  of 
indulging  any  private  refentment  till  he  had  faved 
an  empire,  whofe  impending  ruin  would,  unleft 
it  was  timely  prevented,  cruOi  both  the  army  and 
the  people. 

The.  various  nations  of  Germany  and  Sarmatia,  iji*^^*^?* 
who  fought  under  the  Gothic  ftandard,  had  aU  invade  ib« 
ready    coUeded  an   armament  more  formidable  «"»?*'«• 
than  any  which  had  yet  iiTued  from  the  Euxine. 
On  the  banks  of  the  Niefter,  one  of  the  great 
riveis  that  difcharge    themfelves    into   that  fea, 
they  conftru£led  a  fleet  of  two  thoufand,  or  even 

*^  Zonuss  on  this  occafion  mentions  Pofthnmus;  but  the  regtftert 
of  the  renate(Hift*  Avguft.  p.  aoj.)  prove  ibat  Tctrij:uswas  already 
cnperor  of  the  weftern  provinces. 
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Chap.  6f "fix  thoufand  veffels  " :  numbers  which,  how- 
ever  incredible  they  may  feem,  would  have  been 
infafficient  to  tranfport  their  pretended  army  of  * 
three  Jiundred  and  twenty  thoufand  barbarians. 
'Whatever  might  be  the  real  ftrength  of  the  Goths, 
the  vigour  and  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  were  not 
adequate  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  preparations. 
In  their  paffage  through  the  Bofphorus,  the  un- 
(kilful  pilots  were  overpowered  by  the  violence 
of  the  current ;  and  while  the  multitude  of  their 
Ihips  were  crowded  in  a  narrow  channel,  many 
were  dafhed  againft  each  other,  or  againft  the 
Ihore.  The  barbarians  made  feveral  defcents  on 
the  coafts  both  of  Europe  and  Afia ;  but  the  open 
country  was  already  plundered,  and  they  were 
repulfed  with  ftiame  and  lofs  from  the  fortified 
.^cities  which  they  aflaulted.  A  fpirit  of  difcou- 
ragement  and  divilion  arofe  in  the  fleet,  and  fome 
of  their  chiefs  failed  away  towards  the  iflands  of 
Crete  and  Cyprus ;  but  the  main  body  purfuing 
a  more  fteady  courfe,  anchored  at  length  near  the 
foot  of  mount  Athus,  and  affaulted  the  city  of 
Theffalonica,  the  wealthy  capital  of  all  the  Ma- 
cedonian provinces.  Their  attacks,  in  which 
they  difplayed  a  fierce  but  artlefs  bravery,  were 
foon  interrupted  by  the  rapid  approach  of  Clau* 
dius,  haftening  to  a  fcene  of  aftion  that  deferved 
the  prefence  of  a  warlike  prince  at  the  head  of 
the  remaining  powers  of  the  empire.  Impatient 
for  battle,  the  Goths  immediately  broke  up  their 

•»  ThcAiiguftan  hiftory  mentions  the  fmallcr,  Zonaras  the  larger^ 
number  I  the  lively  fancy  ot*  Monttfquieu  induced  him  to  prefer  the 
latter. 
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csmp,  relinquilhed  the  fiege  of  Theffalonica,  left  chap. 
their   navy   at  the  foot  of  mount  Athos,  traverfed   ^..^i-v^ 
the   hills  of  Macedonia,  and  preffed  forwards   to 
eigage  the  laft  defence  of  Italy. 

We  ftill  pdffefs  an  original  letter  addrefled  by  Dlftreft 
Claudius   to  the  fenate  and  people  on  this  memo-  ""fs  of"' 
rable   occafion.      "  Confcript   fathers,*'  fays   the  Claudiui. 
emperor,  **  know  that  three  hundred  and  twenty 
**  tfaoufand   Goths  have  invaded  the  Roman  ter- 
"  ritory.      If  I   vanquifh    them,    your    gratitude 
"  will  reward    my    fervices.      Should   I  fall,  re- 
"  member   that  I  am  the  fucceflbr  of  Gallienus. 
**  The  whole  republic  is  fatigued  and  exhaufted. 
"  W^e  (hall  fight  after  Valerian,    after  Ingenuus, 
"  Regillianus,     Lollianus,     PoIJhumus,      Celfus, 
"  2tnd  a  thoufand  others,  whom  a  jufl:  contempt 
"  for    Gallienus  provoked   into   rebellion.       We^ 
"  are  in   want  of  darts,  of  fpears,  and  of  fhields. 
"  The  ftrength   of  the  empire,  Gaul,  and  Spain, 
*•  are   ufurped  by  Tetricus,  and  we  blufli  to  ac- 
*'  knowledge  that  the  archers  of  the  Eaft  ferve 
"  under  the  banners  of  Zenobia.     Whatever  we 
"  Ihall    perform,    will    be     fufEciently    great  *V' 
The  melancholy  firmnefs  of  thia  epiftle  announces 
a  hero  carelefs  of  his  fate,  confcious  of  his  danger, 
but  ftill  deriving  a  well-grounded  hope  from  the 
refources  of  his  own  mind. 

The  event  furpaffed  his  own  expeftations  and  Hisviaory 
thofe  of  the  world.      By  the  moft  fignal  victories  GotV$.^ 
he  delivered  the  empire  from  this  hoft  of  barba- 
rians, and   was   diftinguiftied  by   poflerity    under 

«*  Trcbell.  PoUio  in  Hift*  Auguil,  j).  »o4.. 
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the  glorious  appellation  of  the  Gothic  Claudius. 
The  imperfefl  hiftorians  of  an  irregular  war  **  do 
not  enable  us  to  defcribe  the  order  and  circutn- 
ftances  of  his  exploits;  but,  if  we  could  be  in- 
dulged in  the  allufidn,  we  might  diftribute  into 
thiee  afts  this  memorable  tragedy,  L  The  de- 
cifive  battle  was  fought  near  Naiffus,  a  city  of 
Dardania.  The  legions  at  firft  gave  way,  op- 
preffed  by  numbers,  and  difmayed  by  misfortunes. 
Their  ruin  was  inevitable,  had  not  the  abilities 
of  their  emperor  prepared  a  feafonable  relief.  A 
hrge  detachment  rifing  out  of  the  fecret  and  dif- 
ficult paffes  of  the  mountains,  which,  by  his  or- 
der, they  had  occupied,  fuddenly  affailed  the  rear 
of  the  viclorious  Goths.  The  favourable  inftant 
was  improved  by  the  aftivity  of  Claudius.  He 
revived  the  courage  of  his  troops,  reftored  their 
ranks,  and  preffed  the  barbarians  on  every  fide. 
Fifty  thoufand  men  are  reported  to  have  been 
flain  in  the  battle  of  Naiffus.  Several  large 
bodies  of  barbarians,  covering  their  retreat  with 
a  moveable  fortification  of  waggons,  retired,  or 
rather  efcaped,  from  the  field  of  ilaughter.  U.  We 
may  prefume  that  fome  infurmountable  difficulty, 
the  fatigue,  perhaps,  or  the  difobedience,  of 
the  conquerors,  prevented  Claudius  from  com- 
pleting in  one  day  the  dellrudion  of  the  Goths. 
The  war  was  diffufed  over  the  provinces  of 
Msfia,  Thrace,  and  Macedonia,  and  its  opera- 
tions drawn  out  into  a  variety  of  marches,  fur- 

^%  Hift.  Auguft.  inCUud.  Aiirclian.  etProb.  ZoCimui,  l.t.  p.  fS 
««-4».  Z9n»f»9,  i.  xii.  p.  638.  Auiel.  Victor  in  Epituo).  Viilor 
}waoivmCwSm»    £ttUop.  ix.  ti.   £ttfeb.  inChron. 
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prtfes^  and  tumultuary  engagements,  as  well  by  chap. 
fea  as  by  land.  When  the  Romans  fufiered  any  y.^^m^^^mmj 
lofs,  it  was  commonly  occafioned  by  their  own 
cowardice  or  rafhnefs ;  but  the  fuperior  talents  of 
the  emperor,  his  peifefl  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try, and  his  judicious  choice  of  meafures  as  well 
as  officers,  aflured  on  mod  occafions  the  fuccefi 
of  his  arms.  The  immenfe  booty,  the  fruit  of 
fo  many  viAories,  confided  for  the  greater  part 
of  cattle  and  flaves.  A  feled  body  of  the  Gothic 
youth  was  received  among  the  Imperial  troops; 
the  remainder  was  fold  into  fervitude ;  and  fo 
confiderable  was  the  number  of  female  captives^ 
that  every  foldier  obtained  to  his  fhare  two  or 
three  women.  A  circumftance  from  which  we 
may  conclude,  that  the  invaders  entertained  fome 
defignS'Of  fettlement  as  well  as  of  plunder;  fince 
even  in  a  naval  expedition  they  were  accompanied 
by  their  families.  III.  The  lofs  of  their  fleet, 
which  was  either  taken  or  funk,  had  intercepted 
the  retreat  of  the  Goths.  A  vaft  circle  of  Ro- 
man pofts,  diftributed  with  (kill,  fupported  with 
firmnefs,  and  gradually  cIoHng  towards  a  com- 
mon centre,  forced  the  barbarians  into  the  moft 
inacceffible  parts  of  mount  Hasmus,  where  they 
found  a  fafe  refuge,  but  a  very  fcanty  fubfiftence* 
During  the  courfe  of  a  rigorous  winter,  in  which 
they  were  befieged  by  the  emperor's  troops,  fa- 
mine and  peftilence,  defertion  and  the  fword, 
continually  diminifhed  the  imprifoned  multitude. 
On  the  return  of  fpring,  nothing  appeared  in  A.D.  ^7^ 
arms    except  a  hardy  and   dcfperate   band,  the 
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retntiant  of  thai:  mighty  hoft  which  had  embarked 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Niefler. 

The  peftilence  which  fwept  away  fuch  num- 
bers of  the  barbarians,  at  length  proved  fatal  to 
their  conqueror.  After  a  (hort  but  glorious  reign 
of  two  years,  Claudius  expired  at  Sirmium,  amidft 
the  tears  and  acclamations  of  his  fubjeds.  In  his 
laft  illnefs,  he  convened  the  principal  officers  of 
the  ftate  and  army,  and  in  their  prefcnce  recom- 
mended Aurelian,  one  of  his  generals,  as  the 
moft  deferving  of  the  throne,  and  the  beft  qua- 
Ufied  to  execute  the  great  defign  which  he  himfelf 
had  been  permitted  only  to  undertake.  The 
virtues  of  Claudius,  his  valour,  affability'*,  juf- 
tice,  and  temperance,  his  love  of  fame  and  of  his 
country,  place  him  in  that  (hort  lift  of  emperors 
who  added  luftre  to  the  Romai^  purple.  Thofc 
virtues,  however,  were  celebrated  with  -  peculiar 
zeal  and  complacency  by  the  courtly  writers  of 
the  age  of  Conftantine,  who  was^the  great  grand- 
fon  of  Crifpus,  the  elder  brother  of  Claudius, 
The  voice  of  flattery  was  foon  taught  to  repeat, 
that  the  Gods,  who  fo  haftily  had  fnatched  Clau- 
dius from  the  earth,  rewarded  his  merit  and  piety 
by  the  perpetual  eftablilhment  of  the  empire  in 
bis  fiunily  \\ 


U  Accordiog  to  Zonaras  (1.  xii.  p.  63 S.),  Claudiqf,  h«fore  bit 
death,  invefted  hiiti  with  the  purple;  but  this  fingular  ia6^  is  rather 
eontradiAed  than  confirined  by  other  writers. 

15  See  the  life  of  Claudius  by  Pollio»  and  ibe  oratians  of  M.^mer* 
tinuSy  Eumenius,  and  Julian.  See  li ke wife  the  Cvfars  of  JiAlian^ 
p.  313.    In  Julian  it  was  not  adulation,  but  fuperftition  and  vanity. 
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Nolwithftandmg    thefe    oracles,    the  gve&tnfe&  on  a  p«i 
o£  the  Flavian  family  (a  name  in^hich  it  had  pleafed  '^r-^-ni^r 
them    to    afliime)    was   deferred    above    twenty  The  at. 
years,  and  the  elevation  of  Claudins  occafioned  faUof 
the  immediate  ruin    of  his    brother  Quintilius,  Qaintiiiui. 
who  poflefied  not  fuiHcient  moderation  or  courage 
to  defcend  into  the  private  fiation  to  which  the 
patriotifm  of  the  late  emperor   had  condemned 
him.      Without  delay  or  refiedion,   he  aiTumed 
the  purple  at  Aquikia,  where  he  commanded  a 
eonfiderabie  force  >  and  though  liis  reign  laded 
only  feventeen  days,  he  had  time  to  obtain   the 
ian£Hon  of  the  fenstfe,  and  to  experience  a  mu* 
tmy  of  the  troops*     As  foon  as  he  was  informed 
that  the  great  army  of  the  Danube  had  invefted 
the  well-known  valour  of  Aurelian  with  Imperial 
power,  he  fimk  under  the  fame  and  merit  of  his 
rival;  and  ordering  his  veins  to  be  opened,  pru*  April. 
dently  withdrew,  himfelf  from  the  unequal  con^ 

The  general  defign  of  this  work  will  not  per-  ^"i^in  and 
imt  us  minutely  to  relate  the  avians  of  every  Aurelian. 
emperor  after  he  afcended  the  throne,  much  lefs 
to  deduce  the  various  fortunes  of  his  private  life. 
We  (hall  only  obferve,  that  the  father  of  Aure- 
lian was  a  peafant  of  the  territory  of  Sirmium, 
who  occupied  a  fmall  farm,  the  property  of  Au- 
relius,  a  rich  fenator.      His  warlike  fon  inlifted 

in  the   troops  as  a  common  foldier,  fuccellively 

» 

"«  Zofimus,  1.1.  p.4».  Pollio  (Hift.  Auguft,  p.aoy.)  allows  Mm 
Tirtues,  and  f«y«,  that  like  Pertin'ax  ht  w.is  killed  by  the  licentious 
inidien.     According  to  Dcjfippus,  be  died  of  a  difcafc. 
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CHAP,  rofe  to  the  rank  of  a  centurion,  a  tribune,  the 
praefed  of  a  legion,  the  infpedor  of  the  camp^ 
the  general,  or,  as  it  was  then  called,  the  duke, 
of  a  frontier ;  and  at  length,  during  the  Gothic 
mrar,  exercifed  the  important  ofEce  of  commander 
in  chief  of  the  cavalry.  In  every  ftation  he  dif* 
tinguiOied  himfelf  by  matchlefs  valour '%  rigid 
difcipline,  and  fuccefsful  condud.  He  was  in« 
vefted  with  the  confullhip  by  the  emperor  Vale- 
rian, who  ftyles  him,  in  the  pompous  language 
of  that  age,  the  deliverer  of  Ulyricum,  the  re- 
fiorer  of  Gaul,  and  the  rival  of  the  Scipios.  At 
the  recommendation  of  Valerian,  a  fenator  of  the 
higheft  rank  and  merit,  Ulpius  Crtnitus,  whofe 
blood  was  derived  from  the  fame  fouree  as  that 
of  Trajan,  adopted  the  Pannonian  peafant,  gave 
him  his  daughter  in  marriage,  and  relieved  with 
his  ample  fortune  the  honourable  poverty  which 
Aurelian  had  preferved  inviolate  ^'. 

AQrelian*!  The  reign  of  Aurelian  lafted  only  four,  years 
and  about  nine  months ;  but  every  inftant  of  that 
fliort  period  was  filled  by  fome  memorable  at- 
chievement.  He  put  an  end  to  the  Gothic  war, 
chaftifed  the  Germans  who  invaded  Italy,  reco- 
vered Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain  out  of  the  hands 
of  Tetricus,  and  deltroyed  the  proud  monarchy 

>7  Theoc]ivs'(at  quoted  in  the  Auguilan  liiftory^  p.  tit.)  iffirmt, 
that  In  one  day  he  killed,  with  his  own  hand,  forty«eight  Sarmatiantt 
«nd  in  ieveral  fubfequent  engagements  nine  hundred  and  fifty.  This 
heroic  valour  was  admired  by  the  foldiers,  and  celebrated  in  iheirmde 
longs,  the  burden  of  which  was  miile,  mUt^  mlU  mdit, 

■*  Aqholius  (ap.  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  913.)  defcribet  the  ceremony  of 
the  adoption,  as  it  was  performed  at  ByuntioiDi  in  the  prefence  of  the 
ma^tor  and  hia  great  officers. 

a  which 
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T^bich  Zenobia  had  ereded  in  the  Eaft,  on  the  chap. 
ruins  of  the  afflided  empire.  >^'l^_r 

It  was  the  rigid  attention  of  Aurelian,  even  to  Hit  itwtrt 
the  minuteft  articles  of  difcipUne,  which  be-  ^"«P"«*- 
ftowed  fach  uninterrupted  fuccefs  on  his  arms* 
His  military  regulations  are  contained  in  a  very 
concife  epiftle  to  one  of  his  inferior  officers,  who 
is  commanded  to  enforce  them,  as  he  wiflies  to 
become  a  tribune,  or  as  he  is  defirous  to  live. 
Gaming,  drinking,  and  the  arts  of  divination^ 
were  feverely  prohibited.  Aurelian  expefled  that 
his  foldiers  (hould  be  modeft,  frugal,  and  labo* 
rious;  that  their  armour  {hould  be  conftantly 
kept  bright,  their  weapons  fliarp,  their  clothing 
and  horfes  ready  for  immediate  fervice  ;  that  they  - 
fliould  live  in  their  quarters  with  chaftity  and  fo* 
biiety,  without  damaging  the  corn  fields,  with* 
out  ftealing  even  a  (heep,  a  fowl,  or  a  bunch  of 
grapes,  without  exafting  from  their  landlords^ 
either  fait,  or  oil,  or  wood.  ^*  The  public  aU 
"  lowance,'*  continues  the  emperor,  "  is  fuffi* 
*^  cient  for  their  fupport ;  their  wealth  (hould  be 
^'  coilefted  from  the  fpoil  of  the  enemy,  not 
^'  from  the  tears  of  the  provincials  '^'^  A  fingic 
inftance  will  ferve  to  difplay  the  rigour,  and  evetf 
cruelty  a£  Aurelian.  One  of  the  foldiers  had 
leduced  the  wife  of  his  hoft«    The  guilty  wretch    , 

'9  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  III.  This  laconic  epiftle  » traly  the  work  of 
I  foldier  i  it  abounds  with  military  phrafes  and  words,  fome  of  which 
cannot  be  onderftood  without  difficulty,  Ftrrammtafamam  is  well  ex- 
plained by  iialiiuifias*  The  former  of  the  words  means  all  weapona 
of  offence,  and  is  contrafted  with  ArwUf  defenfive  armour.  The 
(fitter  fignifies  keen  and  well  ihar^ned. 
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CHAP,  tras  faflened  to  two  trees  forcibly  drawn  towards 
^.i->v>^>  each  other,  and  his  limbs  were  torn  afunder  by 
their  fudden  reparation.  A  few  fuch  examples 
impreflfed  a  falutary  confternation.  The  ponifii- 
ments  of  Aurelian  were  terrible ;  but  he  had  fel- 
dom  occafion  to  punifh  more  than  once  the  fame 
offence.  His  own  condufl  gave  a  fanftion  to  his 
laws,  and  the  feditious  legions  dreaded  a  chief 
who  had  learned  to  obey,  and  who  was  worthy  to 
command. 
He  con-  The  death  of  Claudius  had  revived  the  faint- 

^aty*with  ^S  ^P""^^  ^f  ^^^  Goths.  The  troops  which 
the  Goths,  guarded  the  paffes  of  Mount  Ha&mus,  and  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  had  been  drawn  away  by 
the  apprehenfion  of  a  civil  war;  and  it  feems 
probable  that  the  remaining  body  of  the  Gothic 
and  Vandalic  tribes  embraced  the  £aivourable  op- 
portunity, abandoned  their  fettlements  of  the 
Ukraine,  traverfed  the  rivers,  and  fwelled  with 
new  multitudes  the  deftroying  hoft  of  their  coun« 
trymen.  Their  united  numbers  were  at  length 
encountered  by  Aurelian,  and  the  bloody  and 
doubtful  conflifl  ended  only  with  the  approach 
of  night  ^«  Exhaufted  by  fo  many  calamities, 
which  they  had  mutually  endured  and  inflided 
during  a  twenty  years  war,  the  Goths  and  the 
Romans  confented  to  a  lafting  and  beneficial 
treaty.  It  was  earneftly  folicited  by  the  barba- 
rians, and  cheerfully  ratified  by  the  legions,  to 
whofe  fuffrage  the  prudence  of  Aurelian  referred 
the  dediion  of  that  impoitant  queftion.      The 

*®  Zofim,  l.i.  p.  45. 
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Gorhu:  nation  engaged  tb  fupply  the  armies  of  c  ha  p. 
Rome  with  a  body  of  two  thoufand  auxiliaries^  ^^0^^,'^ 
confifting  entfrely  of  cavalry,  and  ftipulated  in 
return  an  undifturbed  retreat,  with  a  regular 
market  as  far  as  the  Danube,  provided  by  the 
emperor's  care,  but  at  their  own  expence.  The 
treaty  was  obferved  with  fuch  religious  fidelity^ 
that  when  a  party  of  five  hundred  men  draggled 
from  the  camp  in  queft  of  plunder,  the  king  or 
general  of  the  barbarians  commanded  that  the 
guilty  leader  fliould  be  apprehended  and  ihot  to 
death  with  darts,  as  a  viflim  devoted  to  the 
landity  of  their  engagements.  It  is,  however^ 
not  unlikely,  that  the  precaution  of  Aurelian^ 
who  had  exaded  as  hoftages  the  fons  and  daugh- 
ters of  the  Gothic  chiefs,  contributed  fomething 
to  this  pacific  temper.  The  youths  he  trained  in 
the  exercife  of  arms,  and  near  his  own  perfon : 
to  the  damfels  he  gave  a  liberal  and  Roman  edu- 
cation, and  by  beftowing  them  in  marriage  on  . 
fome  of  his  principal  officers,  gradually  introduced 
between  the  two  nations  the  clofeft  and  molt  en^ 
dearing  connexions  '*. 

But  the  moft  important  condition  of  peace  was  and  refigi^s 
underftood   rather  than   expreffcd   in  the   treaty,  l^.^^'^^^^f 
Aureltan  withdrew  the  Roman  forces  from  Dacia,  o«ci*. 
and  tacitly    relinquiflied   that   great  province   to 
the  Goths  and  Vandals  *\     His  manly  judgment 

»«  DexippuB  (ap.  Exccrpta  L<*gat,.p.  la.)  relates  the  whole  tranf- 
aftion  under  the  name  of  Vandals,  Aurelian  married  one  of  the 
Gothic  ladies  to  his  general  Uonofus,  who  was  able  to  drink  with  the 
Goths  and  difcover  tJieir  fecrets.     Hift.  Augiift.  p.  a47. 

*^  Hift.  Anguft.  p.  aai.  Eutrop.  ix.  15.  Scxtus  Rufus,  c.  9* 
Ladantitts  de  inortibus  Perfecutorunii  c.  9. 
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c  H  A  p,   convinced  luru  of  the  folid  advantages,  and  taught 


him  to  defpile  the  feeming  difgrace,  of  thus  coa-> 
tfafting  the   frontiers    -of  the   monarchy.      The 
Dacian  fubjeAs,  removed  from  tl)ofe  diflanc  po& 
fei&ons  which  the^  were  unable  to  cultivate  or 
defend,  added  ftrength  and  populoufnefs   to  the 
fouthern  fide  of  the  Danube.     A  fertile  territory, 
iB^hich    the  ri^petitioa  of  barbarous   inroads  had 
changed  into  a  defer t,  was  yielded  to  their  in* 
duftry,  and   a  new  province  of  Dacia  Aill  pre* 
ferved  the  memory  of  Trajan's  conquefts.     The 
old  country  of  that  name  detained,  however,  a 
confiderable    number    of   its    inhabitants,    who 
dreaded    exile    more    than    a    Gothic    mafter  *^ 
Thefe  degenerate  Romans  cc«itinued  to  ferve  the 
empire,  whofe  allegiance  they  had  renoanced  by 
introducing  among  their  conquerors  the  firft  no* 
tions  of  agriculture,  the  ufeful  arts,  and  the  con* 
veniences   of    civUifcd    life.      An  intercourjfe  of 
commerce  and  language  was  gradually  eftabliibed 
between  the  oppofrte  banks  of  the  Danube ;  and 
after  Dacia  became  an  independent  ftate,  it  often 
proved  the  firmeft  barrier  of  the  empire  againft 
the  invafions   of  the  fsvages  of  the  North*    A 
fenfe  of  intereft  attached  thefe  more  fettled  bar* 
barians  to  the  alliance  of  Rome,  and  a  permanent 
intereft  very  frequently  ripens  into  fincere  and 
tileful   friendihip.      This  various  colony,  which 

*1  The  Walachians  ftiil  prcfervcmany  traces  of  the  Latin  language, 
and  have  boafted,  in  every  a^e,  of  their  Roman  defcent.  They  are 
iiirrouilded  by,  but  not  mixed  with,  the  barbarians.  See  a  Memoir 
of  M.  d*Anville  on  ancient  Dhc ia,  in  the  Academy  of  Infer iptions, 
tom.xxx. 

6  filled 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF   THE   ROMAN   EMPIRR  M 

filled  the  ancient  pi^ovmce,  znd  was  ifl&nfibl^  g  ir  a  i^. 
blended  into  one  great  people,  iliil  acknowledged 
the  fuperior  renown  and  autho^hy  of  die  Go* 
thic  tribe,  and  claimed  1^  fancied  honour  of  a 
Scandinavian  origin.  At  the  fame  time  the 
lucky  though  accid^ua!  refemblance  oS  the  name 
of  Gxta,  infufed  among  the  credulous  Goths  a 
vain  perfuafion,  that,  in  a  remote  age,  their  own 
anceftors,  already  feated  m  the  Dacian  provinces^ 
had  received  the  inftrudions  of  Zamolxis,  and 
checked  the  viftorious  arms  of  Sefoftris  and 
Darios  **• 

While  the  vigorous  and  moderate  condu£l  oi  The  Ale. 
Aurelian  reftored  the  IFiyrian  frontier,  the  nation  wv. 
of  the  Alemanni*'  violated  the  conditions  of 
peace,  which  either  Gallienus  had  pnrchafed,  or 
Claudius  had  impofed,  and,  inflamed  by  their 
impatient  youth,  fuddenly  flew  to^  arms.  Forty 
thouiand  horfe  appeared  in  the  field**,  and  the 
numbers  of  the  infantry  doubled  thofe  of  the 
cavalry*'.  The  firft  objeds  of  thehr  avarice 
were  a  few  chies  of  the  Rhaetian  frontier ;  but 

»♦  See  the  firll  chapter  of  Jornandes.  The  Vandals,  however, 
(c.  a».)  maintaiiwd  a  lliort  in«Iepen<fcnce  Uetwecii  the  rivert  MarHia 
and  Cnifia  (Maro^and  Kerts)  which  fell  into  the  Tcifs. 

»5  Dextppus,  p.  7—11.  Zofimus,  I.  i.  p.  43%  Vopifcui  in  Aure* 
liai.  in  Hift.  Augulh  However  thefe  hiftori^ns  differ  in  names  (Alp- 
m^nn'i,  Jiirhungi,  and  Marcomanni),  it  is  evident  that  they  mean  dio 
Came  poopl«,  and  the  fame  war  i  but  it  reqmiws  foine  care  to  conciliate 
ami  explain  them. 

^  Cantoclarufl,  with  his  ufual  accuracy,  chufes  to  tranHate  three 
kondiKd  ihoufaml :  his  vtrfkon-  is  equally  repugnant  to^fenle  and  to 
gramri:ar. 

^7  We  imy  remark,  as  an  inftancc  of  bad  tafte»  that  Dexippuft  ap- 
plies to  the  light  infantry  of  the  Alemanni,  thf  technical  terms  proper 
•oiy  10  the  Grecian  phalanx. 
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o  H  A  p.   their  hopes  foon  rifing  with  fuccefs,  the  rapid  marct 
I—- i^Ji-v  of  the  Alemanni  traced  a  line  of  devaftation  from 

the  Danube  to  the  Po  *\  ^ 

St^e^be'  "   '^^^  emperor   was  almoft    at   the    fame    time    -C 
informed  of  the  irruption,   and   of  the    retreat, 
of   the  barbarians.      Collefting    an  a£kive    body    ^ 
of  troops,  he  marched  with  filence  and  celerity   ^^ 
along  the  fkirts  of  the  Hercynian  foreft  ;   and  the 
Alemanni,  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  Italy,  arrived 
at  the  Danube,  without  fufpefting,  that   on  the 
oppofite  bai^ik,   and  in  an.  advantageous    poft,  a 
Roman  army  lay  concealed  and  prepared  to  iiit 
tercept  their  return..    Aurelian  indulged   the  fatal      t? 
fecurity  of  the  barbarians,  and  permitted  about      ^.^ 
half  their  forces  to  pafs  the  river  without  difturb-     '^ 
ance  and   without   precaution.      Their    (ituation 
and  aftonilhment  gave  him  an  eafy  vidory ;  his 
fkilful    conduft   improved   the  advantage.       Dif^ 
pofing   the   legions   in   a  femi-circular    form,  he 
advanced  the   two  horns   of  the   crefcent  acrofs 
the  Dane&be,    and   wheeling  them  on  a   fudden 
towards  the  centre,  inclofed  the  rear  of  the  Ger- 
man hoft.     The  difmayed  barbarians,  on   what- 
foever  fide  they  caft  their  eyes,  beheld  with  de^- 
fpair,  a  wafted  country,  a  deep  and  rapid  ilream,  a 
'  viftorious  and  implacable  enemy. 

Reduced  to  this  didreifcd  condition,  the  AIei> 
manni  no  longer  difdained  to  fue  for  peace. 
Aurelian  received  their  ambaffadors  at  the  head 
of  his    camp,   and  with   every    circumflance  of 

**  In   Dexippuf,   we  at   prefcnt  read  Rhodanus ;  M.  de  Valo(8 
Yery  judieioafly  alters  the  word  to  ErManus. 
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martial  pomp  that  could  difplay  ^he  greatnefs  chap. 
and  difcipline  of  Rome.  The  legions '  flood  to  v^i^ 
their  arms  in  well-ordered'  ranks  and  awful 
filence.  The  principal  commanders,  diftinguiOied 
by  the  enfigns  of  their  rank,  appeared  on  horfe- 
back  on  either  fide  of  the  Imperial  throne. 
Behind  the  throne,  the '  confecrated  images  of 
the  emperor,  and  his  predeccflbrs  *%  the  golden 
eagles,  and  the  various  titles  of  the  legions, 
engraved  in  letters  of  gold,  were  exalted  in  the 
air  on  lofty  pikes  covered  with  filver.  When 
Aurelian  afTumed  his  feat,  his  manly  grace  and 
majeftic  figure '®  taught  the  barbarians  to  revere 
the  perfon  as  well  as  the  purple  of  their  con* 
queror.  The  ambafladors  fell  proftrate  on  the 
ground  in  filence.  They  were  commanded  to 
rife,  and  permitted  to  fpeak.  By  the  affiftance 
of  interpreters  they  extenuated  their  perfidy, 
magnified  their  exploits,  expatiated  on  the  vicif* 
fitudes  of  fortune  and  the  advantages  of  peace, 
and,  with  an  ill-timed  confidence,  demanded  a 
large  fubfidy,  as  the  price  of  the  alliance  which 
they  offered  to  the  Romans.  The  anfwer  of  the 
emperor  was  ftern  and  imperious.  He  treated 
their  offer  with  contempt,  and  their  demand 
with  indignation,  reproached  the  barbarians, 
that  they  were  as  ignorant  of  the  arts  of  war  as 
of  the  laws  of  peace,  and  finally  difmiffed  them 
with  the  choice  only   of .  fubmitting    to  his  un« 

•9  The  emperor  Claudius  wa«  certainly  of  the  number  5  but  we  ai* 
ignorant  how  far  this  mark  of  refpeA  was  extended  ;  if  to  Ctffar  and 
Attguftat*  it  mult  have  produced  a  very  awful  fpeftacle  }  a  loag  Kne 
pf  the  ma'fters  of  the  world. 

I«  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  »to.  • 
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CHAP,  coodrtioned  mercy,  or  awaiting  the  utmoft  fevc- 
<,— i,—^  riry  of  his  refentment  ''•  Aurelian  had  reHgned 
a  diftant  provmce  to  the  Goths ;  but  it  was  dan- 
gerous to  trud  or  to  pardon  thefe  perfidious  bar- 
barians,  whofe  formidable  power  kept  Italy  itfelf  in 
perpetual  alarms.  • 

The  Ale-  Immedbtelv  after  this  conference,  it  (hould 
▼ade  Italy,  feem  that  lome  unexpected  emergency  required 
the  emperor's  prefence  in  Pannonia.  He  de- 
volved on  his  lieutenants  the  care  of  finifliing 
the  deftruction  of  the  Alcmanni,  either  by  the 
fword,  or  by  the  furer  operation  of  famine. 
But  an  aftive  defpair  has  often  triumphed  over 
the  indolent  alTurance  of  fuccefs.  The  bar- 
barians, finding  it  impoflible  to  traverfe  the 
Danube  smd  the  Roman  camp,  broke  through 
die  pofts  in  their  rear,  which  were  more  feebly 
or  lefs  carefully  guarded ;  and  with  incredible 
diligence,  but  by  a  diflferent  road,  returned  to- 
wards the  mountains  of  Italy  ^\  Aurelian,  wha 
confidered  the  war  as  totally  extinguiflied,  received 
die  mortifying  intelligence  of  the  efcape  of  the 
Alemaimi,  and  of  the  ravage  which  they  already 
committed  in  the  territory  of  Milan.  The  le- 
gions were  commanded  to  follow,  with  as  much 
expedition  as  thofe  heavy  bodies  were  capable  of 
exerting,  the  rapid  flight  of  an  enemy,  whofe 
infantry  and  cavalry  moved  with  almoft  equal 
fmftnefs.  A  few  days  afterwards  the  emperor 
bimfelf  marched  to   the  relief  of  Italy,   at   the 

|i  Pexipitoft  gives  them  a  fttbllcattfl  prolix  omioo»  «P#rtfay  of  ft 
Grecian  fophift. 
|ft  Hift.  Auguft.  p,  SI5, 

head 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   THE   ROMAN   EMPIRE.  »j 

head    of  a  chofen  body  of  auxiliaries   (among  c  t?  a  Pi 
whom  were  the  hoftages  and  cavalry  of  the  Van-  >_^^-,_i 
dais},  and  of  all  the  Praetorian  guards  who  had 
ferved  in  the  wars  on  the  Danube". 

As  the  light  troops  of  the  Alemanni  had  Ipread  and  are  at 
themfelves  from  the  Alps  to  the  Appennine,  the  Jf,^(Jcd  by 
iaceflant  vigilance   of   Aurelian   and   his  officers  Aureim. 
was  exercifed  in  the  difcovery,   the  attack,   and 
the  purfuit  of  the  numerous  detachments.     Not* 
withftanding   this  defuhory  war,   three  confi4er« 
able  battles  are  mentioned,  in  which   the  prm- 
cipal  force  of  both  armies  was  obftinately  ea« 
gaged  ^\  *  The  fuccefs  was  various.     In  the  firft, 
fought   near  Placentia,  the   Romans  received  fo 
fevere  a  blow,  that  according  to  the   expreffion 
of  a  writer   extremely   partial   to  Aurelian,    the 
immediate  diflfolution  of   the  empire  was  appre* 
hended  ".     The  crafty  barbarians,  who  had  lined 
the    woods,    fuddenly   attacked    the    legions    in 
the   du(k  of  the  evening,   and,   it  ^  is  moft  pro- 
bable, after   the  fatigue  and  diforder  of  a  long 
march.     The  fury  of  th^ir  charge  was  irrefiftible  ; 
but  at  length,    after  a   dreadful   flaughter,    the- 
patient  firmaefs  of  the  emperor  rallied  his  troops, 
and  reftored,  in  fome  degree,  the  honour  of  hia- 
arms.     The  fecond  battle  was  fought  near  Fana 
in   Umbria ;    on   the   fpot   whiqh,    five   hundred 
years  before,  had   been  fatal   to   the  brother  of 
HannibaP%      Thus  far   the  fuccefbful   Germans 

•  *  4 

)}  Dexippns>  p.  is.  '-^  ViSior  Junior  in  Aurelian. 

U  Vopihrus  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  at6. 

J*  The  lictle  river,  or  rarher  tonent,  of  Metauru*  near  Fano  hat 
been  immortalized,  by  finding  fucb  au  hiftorian  as  I^ivy,  and  luch  a 
»oet  as  Horace. 
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CHAP.'  had  advanced  along  the  -Smilian  and  Flaminian 
way,  with  a  defign  of  facking  the  defcncelefs 
miftrefs  of  the  world.  But  Aurelian,  who, 
watchful  for  the  fafety  of  Rome,  ftill  hung  on 
their  rear,  found  in  this  place  the  d^cifive  mo- 
ment, of  giving  them  a  total  and  irretrievable 
defeat".  The  flying  remnant  of  their  hoft  was 
exterminated  in  a  third  and  lad  battle  near  Pavia ; 
and  Italy  was  delivered  from  the  inroads  of  the 
Alemanni* 

Fear  has  been  the  original  parent  of  fuper- 
flition,  and  every  new  calamity  urges  trembling 
mortals  to  deprecate  the  wrath  of  their  invifible 
enemies.  Though  the  heft  hope  of  the  republic 
was  in  the  valour  and  condudl  of  Aurelian,  yet 
fuch  was  the  public  conftemation,  when  the  bar- 
barians were  hourly  expefted  at  the  gates  of  Rome, 
that,  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  the  Sibylline 
books  were  confulted.  Even  the  emperor  him- 
felf,  from  a  motive  either  of  religion  or  of  po- 
licy, recommended  this  falutary  meafure,  chided 
the  tardinefs  of  the  fenate  ^",  and  offered  to  fup- 
ply  whatever  expence,  whatever  animals,  what- 
ever captives  of  any  nation,  the  gods  (hould 
require.  Notwithftanding  this  liberal  offer,  it 
does  not  appear,  that  any  human  viftims  expi- 
ated with  their  blood  the  fins  of  the  Roman 
A.t).  271.  people.  The  Sibylline  books  enjoined  ceremonies 
January      ^f  ^  more  harmlds  nature,  proceffions  of  priefts 


'7  It  18  recorded  by  an  infcription  found  at  Pezaro.  See  Grater, 
cclsxvi.  3. 

s«  One  (hould  imagine,  he  faid,  ihat  you  were  aflcmblcd  ina  Cbrif- 
tian  churchy  not  in  the  temple  of  all  tbe  gods. 
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in  white  robes,  attended  by  a  chorus*  of  youths  chap. 
and  virgins ;  luftrations  of  the  city  and  adjacent 
country ;  and  facrifices,  whofe^  powerful  infiu* 
ence  difabled  the  barbarians  from  paffing  the 
m^ftic  ground  on  which  they  had  been  ce]e« 
brated*  However  puerile  in  themfelves,  thefe  fuper* 
ftitbus  arts  were  fubfervient  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
war ;  and  if,  in  the  decifive  battle  of  Fano,  the 
Alemanni  fancied  they  faw  an  army  of  fpedres 
combating  on  the  fide  of  Aurelian,  he  received  a 
real  and  efFeflual  aid  from  this  imaginary  rein* 
forcement  ^^ 

But  whatever  confidence  might  be  placed  in  Fortifi«- 
ideal  ramparts,  the  experience  of  the  paft,  and 
the  dread  of  the  future,  induced  the  Romans  to 
conftrud  fortifications  of  a  grofler  and  more  fub- 
ftantial  kind.  The  feven  hills  of  Rome  had 
been  furrounded,  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Romulus^ 
with  an  ancient  wall  of  more  than  thirteen 
miles*®.  The  vaft  inclofure  may  feem  difpro- 
portioned  to  the  ftrength  and  numbers  of  the 
infant  ftate.     But  it  was  neceifary  to  fecure  an 

f)  Vppifcus  in  Hift.  Aoguft.  p.  115, 116.  gives  a  long  account  of 
thefe  ceremoniety  from  the  Kegi tiers  of  the  fenate. 

40  Plio.  Hift.  Nat\ir.  iii.  5.  Toconfi  m  our  ideaywemayobferre, 
that  for  a  long  time  Mount  C«Iius  was  a  grove  of  o^k$,  and  Mount 
Vimirfal  was  overrun  With  ofiers )  that  in  the  fourth  century,  the 
Avcntine  was  a  vacant  and  folitary  retirenncnt ;  that,  till  the  time  of 
Augoftus,  the  Efqailine  was  an  unwholerome  burying-ground  j  and 
that  the  numerous  inequalities,  remarked  by  the. ancients  in  the  Qul- 
rinal,  Aiffic^ently  prove  that  it  was  not  covered  with  buildings.  Of 
the  feven  hills,  the  Capitoline  and  Palatine  onlv,  with  the  adjacent 
yallies,  were  the  primiiive  habitation  of  the  Ronutn  peopIe«  But  this 
fubjed  would  require  a  diifertation. 
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CHAP,   atnpie  extent  of  pafture  and  arable  land,  againfi: 
the  frequent  and  fudden  incurfions  of  the  tribes 
of  Latium,  the  perpetual  enemies  of  the  repub- 
hc*     With  the  progrefs  of  Roman  greatnefs,  the 
city  and  its  inhabitants  gradually  increafed,  filled 
up  the  vacant  fpace,  pierced  through  the  ufelefs 
walla,  covered  the  field  of  Mars,  and,  on  every 
fide,  foltov/ed   the  public  highways  in  long  and 
/  beaiutiful   fuburbs*'.      The   extent    of    the    new- 
walk,  ereQed  by  Aurelian,   and   finifhed   in  the 
reign  of  Probus,  was   magnified  by  popular  efli- 
malion  to  near   fifty**,  but  is  reduced  by  accu« 
rate  meafiirement  to  about   twenty-one   miles  *'• 
.  It  was  a  great  but  melancholy  labour,  fince  the 
defence  of  the  capital  betrayed  the  decline  of  the 
monarchy.     The  Romans  of  a  more  profperous 
age,  who  trufted  to  the  arms  of  the  legions  the 
fafety   of    the   frontier   camps**,    were   very   far 
from  entertaining  a  fufpicion,  that  it  would  ever 
become  neceffary  to  fortify   the  feat   of  empire 
againft  the  inroads  of  the  barbarians  *'. 
Aurelian         The  viSory  of  Claudius  over  the  Goths,  and 
the^wo"    ^^^  fuccefs   of    Aurelian  againft  the   Alemanni, 
«furpers.     ^ad  already  reftored  to  the  arms  of  Rome  their 
ancient    fuperiority   over    the  barbarous  nations: 

♦TKxfpatinntiaiefla  multasaddidereurhes,  is  the  ex  predion  of  PI  Iny. 
4'  Hift.  AugufK  p.  22a.     Both  Lipfius  and  Ilaac  Vofllus  have 
eagerly  embraced  iliin  mcafure. 

41  See  Natdini,  Roma  Antica^  I.  i.  c.  S. 

44  Tacit.  Fiiit.  iv.  25. 

45  For  Aurelinri*s  walls,  fee  Vop:fcu8  in  Hift,  Auguft,  p.  116.  i««. 
ZoHmus,  K  i.  p.  4.3*  Eutropius,  ix.  15.  Aurel.  Vi^lor.  in  Aure* 
linn.  Vi^or  Junior  in  Aurelito.  Eureb.  Hicronjni.  et  Idatius  in 
Chronic, 
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of  the  North.     To   chaftife    domeftic   tyrants^  c  h  a  p. 
and  to  re-uaite  the  difmembered  parts  of  the   _,^l-i^ 
empire,  was  a  talk  referved  for  the  fecond  of 
tbofe  warlike  emperors*      Thou^  he  was   ao    . 
knowledged  by  the  fenate  and  people,  the  fron* 
tiers  of   Italy,    Africa,   Ulyricum,   and  Thrace^ 
confined  the  limits  of  his  rdgn.      Gaul,  Spain^ 
and    Britain,    Egypt,    Syria,   and   Afia    Minor, 
were  flill  poflefled  by  two  rebels,  who  alone,  ooc 
of  fo  numerous  a  lift,  had  hitherto  escaped  tht 
dangers  of  their  (ituation ;  and  to  complete  the 
ignominy  of  Rome,  tbefe  rival  thrones  had  ^beea 
uAirped  by  women. 

A  rapid  fucceilion  of  monardas  had  arifen  and  Suecemoa 
IWlen  in  the  provinces  of  Gaul.  The  rigid  vir-  talT' 
tues  of  Poflhumus  ferved  only  to  haften  Im 
dedruftion.  After  fuppreffing  a  competitor^ 
who  had  aflumed  the  purple  at  Mentz,  he  re* 
fufed  to  gratify  his  troops  with  the  plunder  of 
the  rebellious  city  ;  and,  in  the  feventh  year 
of  bis  reign,  became  the  vidim  of  their  dif- 
appointed'  avarice**.  The  death  of  Vifto* 
riaus,  his  friend  and  afibciate,  was  occafioned 
by  a  lefs  worthy  caufe.  The  ihining  accom- 
plifliments*^  of  that  prince  were  ftained  by  a 

46  Hit  comiietuor  wat  Loliianui,  or  ^lianus,  if  iodeed  tbefe 
natii£S  mean  tbefamc  peiJun,     See  Tilleinont,  torn.  iii.  p.  1177. 

47  The  charafter  of  ihi«  prince  by  Julias  Aterianus  (ap.  Hlft, 
Aogoft*  p.  JS7.)  it  worth  tranfcribing,  as  it  feenis  fair  and  impar- 
tial. Vi^lorino  qui  poft  Juuium  Poftliumium  Galiias  rexit  neminem 
ociftinio  prxferenduin  j  non  In  virtute  Trajanum ;  non  Antoninum 
in  dementia }  non  in  gravitate  Nenram  ;  non  in  gubernando  serario 
Vefpafianum)  non  in  Cenfura  totius  vitse  ac  feveritate  militari  Peiti- 
nacem  vel  Sevenim*  Sed  omnia  h«c  libido  et  cupiditas  voluptatla 
nulierariae  fie  perdidit,  ut  nemo  andeat  virtutea  ejus  in  literas  mittere 
qnem  conltat  omnium  judicio  meniiffe  puniri. 
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licentious  paflion,  \(^hich  he  indulged  in  ads  of 
violence,   with  too   little  regard   to  the  laws  of 
fociety,   or  even   to  thofe   of   love*'»      He   was 
ilain  at  Cologne,  by  a  confpiracy  of  jealous  hu£- 
bands,  whofe  revenge  would  have  appeared  more 
juftifiable,  had  they  fpared  the  innocence  of  his 
fon.     After  the  murder  of  fo  many  valiant  princes^ 
it  is  fomewhat  remarkable,   that  a  female  for  a 
long  time  controlled  the  fierce  legions  of  Gaul» 
and  iUU  more  (ingular,  that  fhe  was  the  mother 
of  the  unfortunate   Vidormus*      The  arts  and 
treafures.  of  Viftoria  enabled   her  fucceffively   to 
place  Marius  and  Tetricus  on   the  throne,    and 
to  reign  with  a  manly  vigour  under  the  name  of 
thofe  dependent   emperors.      Money  of  copper^ 
of  filver,  and  of  gold,  was  coined  in  her  name  ; 
ihe  alTumed  the   titles   of  Augufta  and  Mother 
of  the  Camps :  her  power  ended  only  with  her 
Hfe;  but  her  life  was  perhaps  Ihortened  by  the 
ingratitude  of  Tetricus  ^. 
The  reign        When,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  ambitious  pa- 
«f  Fetii*'   tronefs,  Tetricus  aflumed  the  enfigns  of  royalty^ 
««••  he    was  governor  of  the  peaceful    province  of 

Ax}uitaine,  an  employment  fuited  to  his  charac- 
ter and  education.  He  reigned  four  or  five 
years  over  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain,  the  flave 
and  fovereign  of  a  licentious  army,  whom  he 
dreaded,  and  by  whom  he  was  defpifed.  The 
valour  and  fortune  of  Aurelian  at  length  opened 

4*  He  ravifhed  the  wife  of  Attitianus,  an  aShtarf,  or  army  agcnf* 
Hift.  Auguft   p.  i86.     Aurrl.  Vi£lor  in  Aurelian. 

49  Poltio  aiTigns  bsi  aa  aracle  among  the  thirty  tyrants*  Hi(l> 
Auguft.  p.  soo. 
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the  profpeA  of  a  deliverance.  He  ventured  to  crap. 
difclofe  his  melancholy  fituation,  and  conjured  .^^^  -_: 
the  emperor  to  haften  to  the  relief  of  his  unhappy  a,d,*7i. 
rival.  Had  this  fecret  corrcfpondence  reached 
the  ears  of  the  foldiers,  it  would  moft  probisibly 
have  cod  Tetricus  his  life ;  nor  could  he  refiga 
the  fceptre  of  the  Weft,  without  committing  aa 
aft  of  treafon  agadnft  himfelf.  He  affefted  the 
appearances  of  a  civil  war,  led  his  forces  into  the 
field  agsdnf}  Aurelian,  polled  them  in  the  mod 
difadvantageous  manner,  betrayed  his  own  coun- 
fels  to  the  enemy,  and  witl^  a  few  chofen  friends 
deferted  in  the  beginning  of  the  aftion.  The 
rebel  legions,  though  difordered  and  difmayed 
by  the  unexpeded  treachery  of  their  chief,  de- 
fended themfelves  with  defperate  valour,  till  they 
were  cut  in  pieces  almoft  to  a  man,  in  this  bloody 
and  memorable  battle,  which  was  fought  near 
Chalons  in  Champagne '°«  The  retreat  of  the 
irregular  auxiliaries,  Franks  and  Batavians'% 
whom  the  conqueror  foon  compelled  or  perfuaded 
to  repafs  the  Rhine,  reftored  the  general  tran»* 
quillity,  and  the  power  of  Aurelian  was  acknoWi- 

so  PolHo  in  Hift.  Angnft.  p.  196.  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Auguft. 
p.  ««o.  The  two  Viflors,  ia  the  lives  of  Galiienus  and  Aurelian. 
Eutrop.  ix.  13.  Kufeb.  in  Cbron.  Of  all  thcfe  wiitert,  only  the 
two  iaft  (but  with  ftrcnig  probahiiiry)  place  the  fall  of  Tetftc us  before 
that  of  Zenobia.  M.  de  bote  (in  the  Academy  of  Infcriptions, 
torn.  XXX.)  does  rot  wiih,  and  I'illemont  (torn.  iii.  p.  11S9.)  (Voes 
toot  daie,  to  follow  them*  I  have  been  faiicr  than  theor^e,  and  bolder 
than  the  other. 

f>  Vi€koT  Junior  in  Aureli:«n.  Eumenius  mentions  Bataviea  \  forne 
ctiiics,  without  any  rea(bn,  would  fala  alter  the  word  tu  h^^gAudiae. 
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ledgediroin  the  wall  of  Antonimis  to  the  columns 
jof  Hercules. 

As  early  as  the  reign  of  Claudius,  the  city  of 
AutuUy  alone  and  unaffifted,  bad  ventured  to 
declare  agatnft  the.  legions  of  Gaul.  After  a 
£ege  of  feven  months,  they  ftormed  and  plun- 
dered that  unfortunate  city,  already  wafted  by 
famine '\  Lyons,  on  the  contrary,  had  refitted 
with  obftinate  difaffedion  the  arms  of  Aurdiaiu 
We  read  of  the  punilhment  of  Lyons",  but 
.diere  is  not  any  mention  of  the  rewards  of  Au- 
Jbxn*  Such,  indeed,  is  the  policy  of  civil  war: 
fcverely  to  remember  injuries,  and  to  forget  the 
naft  important  fervices.  Revenge  is  profitable, 
gratitude  is  expenfive. 
A.D.ftyt.  Aurelian  had  no  fooner  fecured  the  perfon  and 
ofZcDol'^  provinces  of  Tetricus,  than  he  turned  his  arms 
*^»  againft  Zenobia,    the  celebrated   queen   of  Pal- 

myra and  the  Eaft.  Modem  Europe  has  pro- 
duced feveral  illuArbus  women  who  have  fuftained 
intfa  glory  die  weight  of  empire;  nor  is  our 
own  age  deftitute  of  fuch  diftinguifhed  charac- 
ters. But  if  we  except  the  doubtful  atchieve- 
ments  of  Semiramis,  Zenobia  is  perhaps  the  only 
•female  whofe  fuperior  genius  broke  through  the 
fervile  indolence  impofed  on  her  fex  by  the  cK- 
xnate  and  manners  of  Afia^\     She  claimed  her 

5*  £un>en.  in  Vet.  Panegyr.  iv.  S. 

5J  Vopifcm  in  Hift,  Auguft.  p.  146.    Autun  wa«  not  reftored  tiU 
the  reign  of  Di  )cicttan.     Sec  Eumeniut  de  reftaurandis  fcholis. 
.     54  Almoft  every  thing  that  is  faid  of  the  manners  of  Odenathus  and 
2onobia»  is  taken  from  their  lives  in  the  Augultan  HiAory,  by  Tre. 
beUitts  FoUiOf  feep,  192.  i^S. 
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deTcent   from  the  Macedonian  kings  of  Egypt,  ^  ^  a  p. 
equalled  in  beauty  her  anceftor  Cleopatra,  and  ^.**^v^^*>^ 
far  furpafled  that  princefs  in  chaftity  "  and  va- 
lour.    Zenobia  was  efteemed  the  moft  lovely  as  her  beauty 
well  as  the  moft  heroic  of  her  fex.     She  was  of  a  *"g/*""' 
dark  complexion  (for  in  fpeaking  of  a  lady,  thefe 
trifles  become  important).     Her  teeth  were  of  a 
pearly    whitenefs,    and    her    large    black    eyes 
fparkled  with  uncommon  fire,  tempered  by  the 
moft  attractive  fweetnefs.     Her  voice  was  ftrong 
and  harmonious.    Her  manly  underftanding  was 
ftrengthened  and  adorned  by  ftudy.     She  was  not 
ignorant  of  the  Latin  tongue,    but   pofleffed  in 
equal  perfe^on  the  Greek,  the  Syriac,  and  the 
Egyptian  languages.     She  had  drawn  up  for  her 
own  ufe  an  epitome  of  oriental  hiftory,  and  fami* 
liarly  compared  the  beauties  of  Homer  and  Plato, 
under  the  tuition  of  the  fublime  Longinus. 

This  accompliflied  woman  gave  her  hand  to  her  valour. 
Odenathus,  who,  from  a  private  ftation,  raifed 
himfelf  to  the  dominion  of  the  Eaft.  She  foon 
became  the  friend  and  companion  of  a  hero. 
In  the  intervals  of  war,  Odenathus  paffionately 
delighted  in  the  exercife  of  hunting  ;  he  purfued 
with  ardour  the  wild  beafts  of  the  defert,  lions, 
panthers,  and  bears ;  and  the  ardour  of  Zenobia 
in  ,tbat  dangerous  amufement  was  not  inferior  to 
his  own.  She  had  inured  her  conftitution  to 
fatigue,  difdained  the  ufe  of  a  covered  carriage, 

fS  She  never  admitted  her  hii(band*$  embraces  but  for  the  fake  of 
pofterity.  If  her  hopt s  were  bafled,  in  the  enfuing  month  flic  rcitc. 
rated  the  experiment. 

Vox..  II.  D  generally 
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generally  appeared  on  horfeback  in  a  military 
habit,  and  fometimes  marched  feveral  miles  on 
foot  at  the  head  of  the  troops.  The  fuccefs  of 
OJenathus  was  in  a  great  meafure  afcribed  to  her 
incomparable  prudence  and  fortitude.  Their 
fplendid  victories  over  the  Great  King,  whom 
they  twice  purfued  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Cteii- 
phon,  laid  the  foundations  of  their  united  fame 
and  power.  The  armies  which  they  commanded, 
and  the  provinces  which  they  had  faved,  acknow- 
ledged not  any  other  fovereigns  than  their  invin- 
cible chiefs.  The  fenate  and  people  of  Rome 
revered  a  ftranger  .who  had  avenged  their  captive 
emperor,  and  even  the  infenfible  fon  of  Valerian 
accepted  Odenathus  for  his  legitimate  colleague. 
She  re-  After  a  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  thq  Gothic 

Sand'"  plunderers  of  Afia,  the  Palmyrenian  prince  re- 
dcaih,  turned 'to  the  city  of  Emefa  in  Syria.  Invincible 
in  war,  he  was  there  cut  oflF  by  domeftic  treafon, 
and  his  favourite  amufement  of  hunting  was  the 
caufe,  or  at  leaft  the  occafion,  of  his  death  '*. 
His  nephew,  Max)nius,  prefumed  to  dart  his 
javelin  before  that  of  his  uncle ;  and  though 
'  admonifhed  of  his  error,  repeated  the  fame  info- 
lence.  As  a  monarch,  and  as  a  fportfman,'  Ode- 
nathus was  provoked,  .  took  away  his  horfe,  a 
mark  of  ignominy  among  the  barbarians,  and 
chadifed  the  rafti  youth  by  a  ftiort  confinement. 
The  offence  was  foon  forgot,  but  the  punifhment 

5*  Hlff.  Aogtift.  |>.  192,  193.  Zofimus,  I.  i,  p.  36,'  Zonaras, 
1.  xiJ,  p.  633.  'I'hc  lalt  is  clear  ar.H  probable,  ihc  others  confufcd 
an«l  inflonfiitcnt.     The  icxt  of  Synccliub,  if  not  corrupt^  is  abfolute 

nonlenfc. 
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was   remembered ;    and ,  Maeonius^   whh  a  few  ^  ^^  ^* 
daring   affbciates,    aflaffinated    his   uncle    in  the  v.ii-»vw 
midft  of  a  great  entertainment.     Herod,  the  fon  -'^•^•*5®* 
of  Odenathus,  though  not  of  Zenobia,  a  young 
man  of  a  foft  and  effeminate  temper  '%  was  killed 
with  his  father.     But  Maeonius  obtained  only  the 
pleafure   of  revenge  by  this  bloody  deed.      He 
had  fcarcely  time  to  affume  the  title  of  Auguftus, 
before  he  was  facrificed  by  Zenobia  to  the  me- 
mory of  her  hufband  **. 

With  the  afliftance  of  his  mod  faithful  friends,  and  reigns 
Ihe  immediately  filled  the    vacant   throne,    and  E^ftalld 
governed   with   manly  counfels    Palmyra,    Syria,  Egypt, 
and  the  Haft,  above  five  years.     By  the  death  of 
Odenathus,  that  authority  was  at  an  end  which 
the  fenate   had  granted  him  only  as  a  perfonal' 
diftindioQ}    but   his   martial  widow,    difdaming 
both  the  fenate  and  Gallienus,  obliged  one  of  the 
Roman  generals,  who  was  fent  againfl:  her,   to 
retreat  into  Europe,   with  the  lofs  of  his  army 
and  his  reputation '^     Inftead  of  the  little  paf- 
fions  which  fo  frequently  perplex  a  female  reign, 
the  fteady  adminiftration  of  Zenobia  was  guided 
by  the  moil  judicious  maxims  of  policy.      If  it 
was  expedient  to  pardon,    fhe. could  calm  her 
refentment ;    if  it  was  neceflary  lo   punifh,    fhe 
could  impofe  filence  on  the  voice  of  pity.     Her 

57  Odenathus  and  Zenobia  often  fent  him,  from  the  fpoils  of  the 
enemy,  prefeots  of  gems  and  toys,  which  he  received  with  infinite 
delight. 

*s'  Some  very  onjaft  fufpicions  have  been  call  on  Zenobia,  as  if  ihe 
was  acceifary  to  her  huiband*s  death. 

'9  Hill.  Auguft,  p.  iSo>  tSr. 
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^  "xf*  ^'  ftria  cecouomy  wa3  accufed  of  avarice;  yet  en 
every  proper*  occafion  ihe  appeared  magnificent 
and  liberal.  The  neighbouring  flates  of  Arabia, 
Armenia,  and  Perfia,  dreaded  her  enmity,  and 
folicited  her  alliance.  To  the  dominions  of 
OJenathus,  which  extended  from  the  Euphrates 
to  the  frontiers  of  fiichynia,  his  widow  added  the 
inheritance  of  her  anceflors,  the  populous  and 
fertile  kingdom  of  Egypt.  The  emperor  Clau- 
dius acknowledged  her  merit,  and  was  content, 
that,  while  be  purfued  the  Gothic  war,  /he  (hould 
aflert  the  dignity  of  the  empire  in  the  Eaft*^. 
Ihe  condud,  however,  of  Zenobia  was  attended 
with  forae  ambiguity;  nor  is  it  unlikety-that 
flie  had  conceived  the  defign  of  erefting  an  in- 
dependent aad  hoftile  monarchy.  She  blended 
with  the  popular  manners  of  Roman  pHnces  the 
Aately  pomp  of  the  courts  of  Afia,  and  exaded 
from  her  fubje£ts  the  fame  adoration  that  was 
paid  to  the  fuccefibrs  of  Cyrus.  She  beftowed 
on  her  three  fons  *'  a  Latin  education,  and  often 
fhewed  thera  to  the  troops  adorned  with  the 
Imperial  purple.  For  herfelf  (he  referved  the 
diadem,  with  the  fplendid  but  doubtful  title  of 
Queen  of  the  Eaft. 

*o  Set  in  Hift.  Aiigtt(^»  p.  199.  Aurcllan's  teitimony  to  her  merit  f 
and  for  the  conqueft  of  Egypt,  Zofimus,  1.  i.  p.  39,  40. 

*«  Timolaus,  Herennianus,  and  Vaballathua.  It  is  Aippofed  that 
the  two  former  were  ahieady  dead  be/ore  the  war.  On  the  Iztl,  /¥»- 
relian  beftowed  a  fmall  province  of  Armenia,  with  the  title  of  King  i 
feveral  of  his  medals  sic  ftrll  extant.      See  Tiliemcnty   torn.  iii. 

p.   tY90, 
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When  Aureliah  pafled  ov^  into  Afia,   againft  chat. 
an  adverfary  whofe  fex  alone  could   render   her  ^— -.^^ 
«i  objetfl  of  contempt,  his  prefence  reftored  obe-  J.^.^  *"?** 
<lience    to    the    provrnce    of    Bithynia,     already  Aurtiian, 
fliaken  by  the  arms  and  imrig\jes  of  Ztmobia**.  ^•^- *7»« 
Advancing   at   the   head  of  his   legions,     he  ac- 
cepted   the  fubmiffion   of  Ancyra,   and  was   ad- 
mitted   into  Tyana,   after   an  obilinate  fiege,   by 
the  help  of  a  perfidious  citizen.     The  generous 
though  fierce  temper  of  Aurelian  abandoned  the 
traitor  to  the  rage  of  the  foldiers :  a  fuperftitious 
Teverence  induced   fiini  to  treat  with   lenity  the 
countrjtnen    of    Apoilonius    the    philofopher  •'. 
Antioch  was  deferted  on   his  approach,    till  the 
emperor,   by  his  falutary  edifts,  recalled  the  fu- 
gitives,    and    granted  a  genera!    pardon    to   all  *  ■ 
who,  from  neceflity  rather  than  choice,  had  been 
engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  Palmyreniaii  queen. 
The  unexpe6ked  mildtiefs  of  fuch  a  conduft  re- 
conciled the  minds  of  the  Syrians,   and,  as  far 
as  the  gates  of  Emefa,  the  wifiies  of  the  people 
Seconded  the  terror  of  his  arms  ^.        " 

Zenobia  would   have  ill  deferved   her  reputa-  Thsem- 
tion,    had    (he  indolently  permitted  the  emperor  [J'°' ''*'" 
of  the  Weft  to  approach  within  an  hundred  miles  p.^imyre. 
of  her  ^  capital.      The  fate  of  the  Eaft  was  dp-  Z^l'^^,, 
cided  in  two  great  battles;  fo  fimilar  in  almoft  of  Antioch 

'  .  and  Emefa. 

6^  Zofimus  I.  i.  p.  44. 

^1  Vopifcub  (in  Hi^.  ^ugoft.  p«  217.)  gives  11$  an  autKentlc  letter, 
smr)  n  doubtful  vifion  of  Aurelian.  Apoliontns  of  Tyana  was  boirn 
about  the  Cime  time  as  Jejus  Chrift.  His  life  (ihit  of  the  former)  i< 
jf  jatal  in  fo  fabulous  a  manner  by  his  difciples,  that  we  arc  at  a  lofs 
toiiifcuvcr  whether  he  was  a  fage>  an  impo(lor>  or  a  fanatic. 

**  Zoiimus,  1.  i   p.  46. 
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^  "x^  ^'   every  circumftance^  that  we  can  fcarcely  di(lin« 
t^p-^'^  guifh  them  from  each  other,  except  by  obferviag 
that  the  fir  ft  was  fought  near  Antioch^S  and  the 
fecond  near  Emefa".      In   both,  the  queen  of 
Palmyra  animated   the  armies  by   her  prefence, 
and  devolved  the  execution    of  her   orders    on. 
Zabdas,  who  had  already  iignali^ed  his  military 
talents  by  the  conqueft  of  Egypt.      The  numcr 
rous  forces  of  Zenobia  confided  for  the  moft  part 
of  light  archers,  and  of  heavy  cavalry  clothed  in 
complete  fleel.      The  Moorifli  and  Illyrian  horfe 
of  Aurelian  were  unable  to  fuftain  the  ponderous 
charge  of  their  antagonifts.      They  fled   in  real 
or  afFecled   dilbrder,    engaged  the  Palmyrenian$ 
in  a  laborious  purfuit,  haraifed  them  by  a  deful? 
•     tory  combat,  and  at  length  difcomfited  this  im^ 
penetrable  but  unwieldy  body  of  cavalry.     The 
light  infantry,  in  the  mean  time,  when  they  had 
exhaufled  their  quivers,  remaining  without  pro- 
tedion  againft  a  clofer  onfet,  expofed  their  naked 
fides    to  the  fwords  of  the    legions.      Aurelian 
had  chofen  thefe  veteran  troops,  who  were  ufu- 
ally  ftationed  on  the  Upper  Danube,  and  whofe 
valour  had  been  feverely  tried  in  the  Alemannic 
war*^       After    the   defeat  of   Emefa,    Zenobia 
found    it    impoffible    to    coUeft    a  third    army. 
As  far  as  the  frontier  of  Egypt,  the  nations  fub- 
je£t  to  her  empire  had  joined  the  ftandard  of  the. 

*J  At  a  place  called  Imm«,    Eutropius,  Scxtus  Rufus,  and  Je-  ^ 
rome,  mention  only  this  fit  ft  battle. 

66  VopilVus,  in  Hift.  Auguft.  j>  117.  mentions  only  the  fecond. 

67  Zafimus,  1.  i.  p.  ^^-^^l.    His  account  of  the  two  battles  is  clear 
and  circtfmftantial. 
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conqueror,  who  detached  Probus,  the  t>raveft  of  ^  "  ^  ^• 
his  generals,  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  Egyptian  v,.*-^^— — ' 
pros-inces.  Palmyra  was  -the  laft  refource  of  the 
widow  of  Odenathus.  She  retired  within  the 
wall&of  her  capital,  made  every  preparation  for  a 
vigorous  refiftance,  and  declared  with  the  intre- 
pdiiy  of  _a  heroine,  that  the  laft  moment  of  her 
reign  and  of  her  life  fliould  be  the  fame, 

Amid  the  barren  deferts  of  Arabia,  a  few  cul-  The  ft^te 
livated   fpots   rife   Kke  iflands    out  of  the  fandy   °^^^^*"'y- 
ocean.     Even  the  name  of  Tadmor^  or  Palmyta, 
by  its  fignification  in  the  Syiiac  as  well  as  in  the 
Latin  language,  denoted   the  muhitude  of  palm 
trees  which  afforded    Ihade  and  verdure'  to  that 
temperate    region,      The   air  was  pure,   and   the 
foil,    watered   by   fome   invaluable   fprings,    was     " 
capable    of   producing   fruit    as    well    as    corn. 
A  place  poQcffeJ    of   fuch    Angular  advantages, 
and  fituated  at  a  convenient  diftance  **  between 
the  gulph  of  Perfia  and  the  Mediterranean,  was 
foon  frequented  by  the  caravans  which  conveyed 
to  the  nations  of  Eijrope  a  coqfiderable  part  of 
the  rich  cominodities  of  India.      Palmyra  infen- 
fibly  increafed  into  an  opulent  im4  independent 
city,  and   connecting  the  Roman  and    ^^  Par- 
thian monarchies  by  the  mutual  benefits  of  (:om- 
mercc,  was  fuffered  to  obferve  an  humble  neu- 
trality, till  at  length,  after  the  victories  of  Tra- 
jan, the  little  republic   funk  into  the  bofom  of 

'''  It  was  five  hundred  and  thirty- feven  miles  fjRom  Scleucia,  and 
two  hundred  and  iluce  fiom  the  nearelt  coaft  of  Syria,  according  to 
the  reckoning  of  Pliny,  who,  in  a  few  words  (Hift.  Nalur,  v.  21.), 
g've$  an  excellent  defcripiion  of  Palmyra, 

J)  ^     *  Rome,    . 
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CHAP.    Rome,    and  flourifhed  more  than  one '  hundred 

XI* 

y^^^^^f  and  fifty  years  in  the  fubordinate  though  honour- 
able rank  of  a  colony.  It  was  during  that  peace- 
ful period,  if  we  may  judge  from  a  few  remain- 
ing infcriptions,  that  the  wealthy  Palmyrenians 
con(lru£ted  thofe  temples,  palaces,  and  porticos 
of  Grecian  architefture,  whofe  ruins,  fcattered 
over  an  extent  of  feveral  miles,  have  deferved  th^ 
curiofity  of  our  travellers.  The  elevation  of 
Odenathus  and  Zenobia  appeared  to  refled  new 
fplendour  on  their  country,  and  Palmyra,  for  a 
while,  flood  forth  the  rival  of  Rome:  but  the 
competition  was  fatal,  and  ages  of  profperity 
were  facrificed  to  a  moment  of  glory  ^'. 
It  it  be-  In  his   march  over  the  fandy  defert  between 

Au/dian  Emefa  and  Palmyra,  the  emperor  Aurelian  waj 
perpetually  haraffed  by  the  Arabs ;  nor  could  h^ 
always  defend  his  army,  and  efpecially  his  bag- 
gage, from  thofe  flying  troops  of  aftive  and 
daring  robbers,  who  watched  the  moment  of 
furprife,  and  eluded  the  flow  purfuit  of  the  le- 
gions. The  iiege  of  Palmyra  was  an  obje£l  far 
more  diflicult  and  important,  and  the  emperor, 
who,  with  inceflant  vigour,  prefled  the  attacks 
in  perfon,  was  himfelf  wounded  with  a  dart* 
"  The  Roman  people,"  fays  Aurelian,  in  an 
original    letter,    "  fpeak  with  contempt    of  the 

69  Some  Engtiih  travellers  from  Aleppo  Jifcevered  the  ruins  of  Pal- 
myra, about  the  end  of  the  la(t  century.  Our  curiofity  has  fince  been 
gratified  in  a  morefplendid  manner  by  Meflieurs  Wood  and  Dawkins. 
For  chehiftory  of  Palmyra,  vre  may  confult  the  mallerly  differtation  of 
Dr.  Hailey  in  the  Philofophical  Tiaufa^ioos |  I«owthorp*€  Abridg. 
roeut,  vpl*  iii.  p.  5i8# 

**  wa^ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  41 

"  var  which  I  am  waging  againft  a  woman,  chap. 
*^  They  are  ignorant  both  of  the  charafter  and 
^^  of  the  power  of  Zenobia.  It  is  impoffible  to 
*^  enumerate  her  warlike  preparations,  of  (lones, 
**  of  arrows,  and  of  every  fpecies  of  miflile  wea* 
**  pons.  Every  part  of  the  walls  is  provided 
**  with  two  or  three  baliji'a,  and  artificial  fires 
**  are  thrown  from  her  military  engines.  The 
*'  fear  of  punifliment  has  armed  her  with  a  def- 
f*  perate  courage..  Yet  ftill  I  truft  in  the  pro- 
♦f  tefting  deities  of  Rome,  who  have  hitherto 
"  been  favourable  to  all  my  undertakings '^^ 
Doubtful,  however,  of  the  proteftion  of  the 
gods,  and  of  the  event  of  the  fiege,  Aurelian 
judged  it  more  prudent  to  oflfer  terms  of  an  ad- 
vantageous capitulation ;  to  the  queen,  a  fplen- 
did  retreat;  to  the  citizens,  their  ancient  privi- 
leges. His  propofals  were  obftinately  rejeded, 
l^d  the  refufal  was  accompanied  with  infult. 

The  firmnefs  of  Zenobia  was  fupported  by  the  who  bc- 
bope,   that   in  a  very  ihort  time   famine  would  !^,tXrof 
compel  the  Roman  army  to  repaf*  the  defert ;  Zi.oWia 
and  by  th,e  reafonable  expeftation  that  the  kings  'c[\\\ 
of  the  Eaft,  and  particularly  the  Perfian  monarch, 
Vould  "arm  in  the  defence  of  their  mofl:  natural 
ally.     But  fortune  and  the  pcrfeverance  of  Aure- 
lian  overcame    every    obftacle.      The    death    of 
Sapor,   which  happened  about  this   time ",    dif- 
trafted  the  councils    of  Perfia,    and    the    mcon- 
fiderable  fuccours  tl)at  attempted  to  relieve  Pal- 

70  Vppifcas  in  Hift.  Augnft.  p.  11 8. 

7*  From  a  very  doubtful  chronology  I  havt  endeavoured  to  exiraA 
;be  moft  probable  date. 

myra, 
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myra,  were  eafily  intercepted  either  by  the  arms 
or  the  liberality  of  the  emperor.  From  every 
part  of  Syria,  a  regular  fucceffion  of  convoys 
fafdy  arrived  in  the  camp,  which  was  increafed 
by  the  return  of  Probus  with  his  vidorious  troops 
from  the  conqueft  of  Egypt.  Ir  was  then  that 
Zenobia  refolved  to  fly.  She  mounted  the  fleet- 
eft  of  her  dromedaries  '*,  and  had  already  reached 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  about  fixty  miles 
from  Palmyra,  wh^n  (he  was  overtaken  by  the 
.    purfuit    of  iVurelian's   light    horfe,    feized,    and 

A.D.173,  brought  back  a  captive  tp  the  feet  of  the  em* 
peror.  Her  capital  foon  afterwards  furrendered, 
and  was  treated  with  unexpeQied  lenity.  The 
arms,  horfes^  and  cameU,  with  au  immenfe 
treafure  of  gold,  filver,  filk,  and  precious  ftones, 
were  all  delivered  to  the  conqueror,  who  leaving 
only  a  garrifon  of  fix  hundred  archers,  returned 
to  Emefa,  and  employed  fome  time  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  rewards  and  pqnifliments  at  ahe  end  of 
fo  memorable  a  war,  which  reftored  to  the  obe- 
dience of  ]{.ome  thofe  provinces  that  had  re- 
nounced their  allegiance  lince  the  captivity  of 
Valerian. 

Behaviour  When  the  Syrian  queen  was  brought  into  the 
prefence  of  Aurelian,  he  fternly  alked  her,  How 


of  Zeno< 
bia. 


7«  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  «i8.  Zofimtii,  I.  i.  p.  $o.  Though  the  camel 
is  a  heavy  bealt  of  burden,  the  dromedary,  who  is  either  of  the  fame 
or  of  a  kintired  fpccics,  is  ufcd  by  the  natives  of  Afia  and  Africa,,  on 
all  occaHons  which  require  celeriiy.  The  Arabs  affirm,  that  he  will 
run  over  as  much  ground  in  one  day,  as  their  fleeteii  horfes  can  per- 
form in  eight  or  ten.  See  HufFon  Hilt.  Naiurelie,  torn.  xi.  p.  22a. 
and  Shawns  Travels,  p.  167. 

Ihe 
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fte  had  prefumed  to  rife  Jn  arms  againft  the  c  h  a  p. 
emperors  of  Rome !  The  anfwer  of  Zenobia  was 
a  prudent  mixture  of  refped  and  firmnefs.  *^  Be- 
^'  caufe  I  difdained  to  confider  as  Roman  em* 
**  perors  an  Aureolus  or  a  GalHenus.  You 
<«  alone  I  acknowledge  as  my  conqueror  and  my 
^*  fovereign '*•"  But  as  female  fortitude  is 
commonly  artificial,  fo  it  is  feldom  fteady  or 
confident.  The  courage  of  Zenobia  deferted 
her  in  the  hour  of  trial;  (he  trembled  at  the 
angry  clamours  of  the  foldiers,  who  called  aloud 
for  her  immediate  execution,  forgot  the  gene- 
rous defpair  of  Cleopatray  which  fhe  had  pro- 
pofed  as  her  modeU  and  ignominioufly  purchafed 
life  by  the  facrifice  of  her  fame  and  her  friends. 
It  was  to  their  counfels  which  governed  the  weak- 
nefs  of  her  fex,  -that  ihe  imputed  the  guilt  of  her 
obftinate  refinance;  it  was  on  their  heads  that 
flie  direfted  the  vengeance  of  the  cruel  Aure- 
lian*  The  fame  of  Longinus,  who  was  included 
among  the  numerous  and  perhaps  innocent  vic- 
tims of  her  fear,  will  furvive  that  ©f  the  queen 
who  betrayed,  or  the  tyrant  who  condemned 
him.  Genius  and  learning  were  incapable  of 
moving  a  fierce  unlettered  foldier,  but  they  had 
ferved  to  elevate  and  harmonife  the  foul  of  Lon- 
ginus. Without  uttering  a  complaint,  he  calmly 
followed  the  executioner,  pitying  his  unhappy 
miftrefs,  and  beftowing  comfort  on  his  aiHided 
fiicnds'\ 


7S  Pollio  in  Ht((.  p.  199. 

J*  Vopifcus  in  Hilt.  Auguft.  p.  119,     Zofimuii  I.  i.  p.  51. 
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CHAP.        Returning  from  the  conqueft  of.  the  Eaft,  An- 
v:-.-^-^^-^   relian  had   already  croflTed    the    Straights    which 
Rebellion     divide   EuroDC   from   Afia,    when    he    was   pre- 
of  Pal.       voked  by  the  mtelligence  that   the  Palmyrenians 
"'^'"'         had  maffacred  the  governor  and  garrifon  which 
he  had  left  among  them,  and  again  erefted   the 
ftandard  of  revolt.      Without   a   moment's  deli- 
beration, he  once  more  turned  his  face  towards 
Syria.      Antioch  was    alarmed  by  his  rapid  ap- 
proach,   and    the   helplefs   city   of  Palmyra   felt 
the   irrefiftible   weight    of  his   refentment.      We 
have  a  letter  of  Aurelian  himfelf,    in  which   he 
acknowledges'*,  that  old  men,  women,  children, 
and  peafants,    had  been  involved  in  that   dread- 
ful execution,  which  fliould  have  been  confined 
to  armed    rebellion ;    and  although  his  principal 
concern   feems   direfted    to   the    re-eftablifliment 
of  a  temple  of  the  Sun,  he  difcovers  fome  pity 
for  the  remnant  of  the  Palmyrenians,  to  whom 
he   grants  the  permiflion   of   rebuilding   and  in- 
habiting  their  city.      But  it   is^eafier  to  deftroy 
than  to  rcftore.     The  feat  of  commerce,  of  arts, 
and  of  Zienobia,  gradually  funk  into  an  obfcure 
town,  a  trifling  fortrcfs,  and  at  length  a  mifer- 
able   village.      The  prefent  citizens  of  Palmyra, 
confifting  of  thirty  or  forty  families,  have  ereded 
their  mud  cottages  within  the  fpacious  court  of 
a  magnificent  temple. 
Aureiirin         Another  and  a  lad  labour  dill  awaited  the  in* 
fhcrnld*     defatigable  Aurelian ;    to   fupprefs    a    dangerous 
li  n  of       though  obfcure  rebel,  who,  during  the  revolt  of 

7S  ilift.  Acguft.  p.  119. 
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Palmyra,  had  arifen  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  ^  "  ^  p. 
Firmus,  the  friend  and  ally,  as  he  proudly  ftyled  ^^-^.-^ 
himfelf,  of  Odenathus  and  Zenobia,  was  no  more 
than  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Egypt.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  trade  to  India,  he  had  formed  very 
intimate  connexions  with  the  Saracens  and  the 
Blemmyes,  whofe  fituation  on  either  coaft  of  the 
Red  Sea  gave  them  an  eafy  introduftion  into  the 
Upper  Egypt.  The  Egyptians  he  inflamed  with 
the  hope  of  freedom,  and,  at  the  head  of  their 
•  furious  multitude,  broke  into  the  city  of  Alex- 
andria, where  he  affuraed  the  Imperial  purple, 
coined  money,  publifhed  edicis,  and  raifed  an 
army,  which,  as  he  vainly  boafted,  he  was  capa-  ' 
ble  of  maintaining  from  the  fole  profits  of  his 
paper  trade.  Such  troops  were  a  feeble  defence 
againfl  the  approach  of  Aurelian  j  and  it  feems 
almoft  unneceffary  to  relate,  that  Firmus  was 
routed,  taken,  tortured,  and  put  to  death. 
Aurelian  might  ndw  congratulate  the  fenate, 
the  people,  and  himfelf,  that  in  little  more  than 
three  years  he  had  reftored  univerfal  peace  and 
order  to  the  Roman  world  '*. 

Since  the  foundation  of  Rome,  no  general  had   A.p.174.. 
more  nobly  deferved  a  triumph   than  Aurelian;  <^'Aure.* 
nor  was  a  triumph  ever  celebrated  with  fuperior  *»»"* 

7*  See  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Anguft.  p.  210.  142.  As  an  inftancc.of 
luxury,  it  is  obferved^  that  he  h»d  glafs  windows.  He  was  remark- 
able  for  his  ftiength  and  appetite,  his  courage  and  dexterity.  From 
the  letter  of  Aureiian,  9,'e  may  juiUy  infer,  that  Firnius  was  the 
M  of  the  rebels,  and  confequently  that  Tetricus  was  already  Tup- 
j»reArd. 
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c  "A  P.   pri  Je     and     magnificence  ^%      The    pomp    was 
opened  by   twenty  elephants,  four  royal   tigers, 
and  above  two    hundred    of  the    moft    curious 
animals    from  every  climate   of  the  North,    the 
Eaft,  and   the   South.     They  were  followed  by 
fixteen  hundred  gladiators,  devoted   to  the  cruel 
amufement  of  the  amphitheatre.     The  wealth  of 
Afia,  the  arms  and  enfigns  of  fo  many  conquered 
nations,  and  the  magnificent  plate  and  wardrobe 
of  the   Syrian  queen,    were    difpofed    in    exaft: 
fymmetry  or  artful  diforder.      The  ambafladors 
of  the  moft  remote  parts  of  the  earth,  of  -Ethio- 
pia, Arabia,  Perfia,  Badriana,  India,  and  China, 
all  remarkable  by  their  rich  or  Angular  dreffes, 
difplayed  the  fame  and    power    of  thg   Roman 
emperor,  who  expofed  iikewife  to  the  public  view 
the  prefents  that  he  had   received,  and  particu- 
larly a  great  number  of  crowns  of  gold,  the  offer- 
ings  of  grateful  cities.      The  viftories  of  Aure- 
lian   were  attcfted  by  the  long  train  of  captives 
^ho   reluftantly  attended    his    triumph,    Goths, 
Vandals,    Sarmatians,  Alemanni,   Franks,  Gauls, 
Syrians,  and  Egyptians.      Each   people  was  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  its   peculiar    infcription,    and    the 
tiile  of  Amazons  was    beftowed  on  ten  martial 
heroines  of  the  Gothic    nation  who    had    been 
taken  in   arms^'.      But  every  eye,  difregarding 

^  See  the  tiiugiph  of  Aiirclian,  defcribed  by  Vopifcus.  He  rc- 
)ate$  tl>e  particulars  with  his  ufua)  minutenefs  ;  and>  on  this  occafiony 
ihf-y  bef>f>cH  to  be  intereliing.     Hiit.  Augiift.  aio. 

7^  Aiiiong  barbarous  nations,  women  have  often  combated  by  the 
fide  o(  their  hulbandt.  But  it  is  almo/l  impodible,  that  a  fociety  of 
Amazons  ihuuld  ever  bave  exited  either  in  the  old  or  new  world. 
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the  crowd  of  captives,  was  fixed  on  the  emperor  chap. 
Tctricus,  and  the  queen  of  the  Eaft.     The  for- 
mer, as   well  as  his  fon.  whom  he  had  created 
Auguftus,   was   drefled   in    Gallic   trowfers'%    a 
faffron  tunic,  and  a  robe  of  purple.     The  beau- 
teous figure  of  Zenobia  was  confined  by  fetters 
of  gold ;  a  flave  fupported  the  gold  chain  which 
encircled  her  neck,  and  fhe  almoft  fainted  under 
the  intolerable  weight  of  jewels.      She  preceded 
on  foot   the  magnificent   chariot,    in   which   Ihe 
once  hoped  to  enter  the  gates  of  Rome.     It  was 
followed   by  two  other  chariots,  .ftill  more  fump- 
tuous,  of  Odenaihus  and  of  the  Perfian  monarch. 
The  triumphal  car  of  Aurelian  (it  had  formerly 
been  ufed  by  a  Gothic  king)  was  drawn  on  this 
memorable  occafion,  either  by  four  flags  or  by 
four   elephants  '^      The  mofl    illuftrious    of  the 
fenate,  the  people,  and  the  army,  clofed  the  fo- 
lemn   procefifon.      Unfeigned  joy,  wonder,  and 
gratitude,   fwelled  the   acclamations  of  the  mul- 
titude;   but   the  fatisfaftion  of    the   fenate   was 
clouded    by    the    appearance    of  Tetricusj    nor 
could  they  fupprefs  a  rifing  murmur,   that    the 
haughty  emperor   ihould    thus  expofe  to   public 

79  The  ofe  of  hracc^^  breeches,  or  trowfers,  was  ftill  confidered  in 
Ita1]f  at  a  Gallic  anJ  Barbarian  failiion.  The  RumanSy  however,  had 
made  great  advances  towards  it.  To  encircle  the  legs  and  thighs 
with  fafiue,  or  bands,  wa«  under ftood,  in  tlie  time  of  Pompey  and 
HoracCy  to  be  a  proof  pf  iU-health  and  effeminacy.  In  the  age  of 
Trajan,  the  cuftom  was  confined  to  the  rich  and  luxurious.  It  gra. 
daally  was  adopted  by  the  meantft  of  the  people.     See  a  very  curious 

Doteof  Cafaubon,  ad  Sueton.  in  Anguft.  c.  Sa. 
^  Moll  probably  the  former  \  the  latter,  feen  on  the  medals  of  An- 

nUan,  only  denote  (according  to  the  leaiiied  Cardinal  Norris)  an 

oiiental  viclory. 
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CHAP,  ignominy  the  perfon  of  a  Roman  and  a  magi* 

^J^!^   ftrate-. 

Bis  treat-  g^  howcvcr,  in  the  treatment  of  his  uhfor- 
Tetriruf  tunate  rivals^  Aurelian  might  indulge  bis  pride, 
andZcno-  ^^  behaved  towards  them  with  a  generous  cle- 
mency, which  was  feldom  exercifed  by  the  an^ 
cient  conquerors.  Princes  who,  without  fuccefs^ 
had  defended  their  throne  or  freedom,  were  fre- 
quently ftrangled  in  prifon,  as  foon  as  the  tri- 
umphal pomp  afcended  the  CapitoL  Thefe 
ufurpers,'  whom  their  defeat  had  convifled  of  the 
crime  of  treaibn,  were  permitted  to  fpend  their 
lives  in  affluence  and  honourable  repofe.  The 
emperor  prefented  Zenobia  with  an  elegant  villa 
at  Tibur,  or  Tivoli,  about  twenty  miles  from 
the  capital ;  the  Syrian  queen  infenfibly  funk  into 
a  Roman  matron,  her  daughters  married  into 
noble  families,  and  her  race  was  not  yet  extindt 
in  the  fifth  century**.  Tetricus  and  his  fon 
were  re-inftated  in  their  rank  and  fortunes.  They 
ereSed  on  the  Caslian  hill  a  magnificent  palace, 
and  as  foon  as  it  was  finiflied,  invited  Aureliaa 
to  fupper.  On  his  entrance,  he  was  agreeably 
furprifed  with  a  piSare  which  reprefented  their 
Angular  hiftory.  They  were  delineated  offering 
to  the  emperor  a  civic  crown  and  the  fceptre  of 
Gaul,  and  again  receiving  at  his  hands  the  orna- 

•'  Theexpreflion  of  Caipluirnius  (Eclog.  i.  50.),  Nollot  ducet 
ea^'tva  trlumythos,  as  applied  to  Komc,  contains  a  ver^  manifeft  alia* 
iiun  and  cenfure. 
,  *^»  Vopii'cus  in  Hift.   Auguft.    p.  199.      HIeronym.   in   Chron. 

Profper  in  Chron.    Baronius  fuppofes  that  Zenobius^  bifliop  of  Flo* 
reoce  in  the  time  of  St.  Ainbrofe^  was  of  faei*  family. 
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CKits  of  the  fenatoriai  dignity.  The  father  was  chap. 
afterwards  inyefted  tldth  the.  government  of  Lu-  va-^>w 
cmia*'^  and  Aurelian,  who  foon  admitted  the 
abdicated  monarch  to  his  friendfliip  and  con« 
▼erCaition^  familiarly  aiked  him^  Whether  it  weri 
not  more  defirable  to  adminifter  a  province  of 
Italy,  than  to  reign  beyond  the  Alps  ?  The  foQ 
hag  continued  a  refpe£table  member  of  the 
fenate  ;  nor  was  there  any  dne  of  the  Roman  no- 
btlit]|^  moTe  efteemed  by  Aiirelian,  as  well  as  by 
Us  fucceflbrs  *\ 

So  long  and  fo  various  was  the  pomp  of  Au*  Hitniagiit<> 
reUan^s  triumph^  that  although  it  opened  with  iikMii^ 
Ae  dawn  of  day,  the  flow  majefty  of  the  pro- 
ceffion  afeended  not  the  Capitol  before  the  ninth 
hour ;  and  it  was  already  dark  when  the  emperor 
returned  to  the  palace.  The  feftival  was  pro- 
traded  by  theatrical  reprefentations,  the  games 
of  the  circus,  the  hunting  of  wild  beads,  com- 
bats of  gladiators,  and  naval  engagements.  Li- 
beral donatives  were  diftributed  to  the  army  and 
people,  and  feveral  inftitutions,  agreeable  or  be- 
ne6cial  to  the  city,  contributed  to  perpetuate  the 
glory  of  Aurelian.  A  confiderable  portion  of 
his  oriental  fpoils  was  confecrated  to  the  gods 
of  Rome ;  the  Capitol,^  and  every  other  temple, 
glittered  with  the  offerings  of  his  oftentatious 
piety ;  and  the  temple  of  the  Sun  alone  received 

H  Vopifc.  In  Hid.  Attguft.  p.  «!»•  Eotropius,  ix.  13.  V'l&or 
Junior.  Bil^  PoUio.  in  Hsft.  Aogaft.  p.i96»  ^^Yh  <^^^  Tctricu* 
%it  made  corredor  of  all  Italy.     ' 

^4  Rill.  AugUft.  p.  197. 
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c  HA  f.  above  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  **.  This 
V.--v««y  laft  was  a  magnificent  (trudure,  erected  by  the 
emperor  on  the  fide  of  the  Quirinal  hill,  and 
dedicated,  foon  after  the  triumph,  to  that  deity, 
whom  Aurelian  adored  as  the  parent-  of  his  life 
and  fortunes.  His  mother  had  been  an  inferior 
prieftefs  in  a  chapel  of  the  Sun  ;  a  peculiar  de- 
votion to  the  god  of  Light,  was  a  fentiment 
which  the  fortunate  peafant  imbibed  in  his  in- 
fancy ;  and  every  ftep  of  his  elevation,  gvery 
viftory  of  his  reign,  fortified  fuperftition  by  gra- 
titude ^ 
He  flip.  The  arms  of  Aurelian  had  vanquifhed  the  fo- 

feduionat  ^cign  and  domeftic  foes  of  the  Republic,  We 
Rome.  are  affured,  that,' by  his  falutary  rigour,  Crimea 
and  fadions,  mifchievous  arts  and  pernicious 
connivance,  the  luxuriant  growth  of  a  feeble  and, 
oppreffive  government,  were  eradicated  through- 
out the  Roman  world  ^\  But  if  we  attentively 
refleft.  how  much  fwifter  is  the  progrefs  of  cor- 
ruption than  its  cure,  and  if  we  remember  that 
the  years  abandoned  to  public  diforders  exceeded 
the  months  allotted  to  the  martial  reign  of  Aure- 
lian, we  mud  confefs  that  a  few  fhort  intervals 
of  peace  were  infufficient  for  the  arduous  work 

*5  Vopifcws  in  Hift.  Augult.  iii.  ZoHmus,  I.  i.  p.  56,  He 
placed  ill  ir^Iie  images  of  Be) us  and  of  the  bun,  which  he  had  broughi 
frorxi  ?aim)r».  It  w:^s  dedicated  in  the  fourih  year  of  h'S  reign 
(EuCeb.  in  Chion.),  but  was  moik  ^.^Turedly  begun  immediately  oa 
his  accelHon. 

**  See  in  the  Augtiftan  Hiftory,  p,  110,  the  omens  of  his  fortune. 
His  devotion  .to  the  Sun  appears  in  his  letters,  on  his  medal?,  and  if 
nirntioncd  ivi  the  Cxfars  of  Julian.  CommencairedeSpanhein),  p.  109. 

*7  Vopii'cus  in  Hift.  Auguft.'p.  »ai. 
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of  reformation.     Even  his  attempt  to  reftore  the    c  h  a  p. 

integrity  of  the  coin,  was  oppofed  by  a  formid-  ^_r-,A_' 

able  infurreftion.     The  emperor's  vexation  breaks 

out  in  one    of  his   private  letters :    "  Surely," 

fays  he,  '*  the  gods  have    decreed  that   my  Ufe 

^'  Ihould    be  a  perpetual  warfare.      A  fedition 

*^  within  the  walls  has  juft  now  given  birth  to  a 

"  very  ferious  civil  war.     The  workmen  of  the 

^  mint,  at  the  inftigation  of  Feliciffimus,  a  Have 

^  to  3vhonv  I  had  intruded  an   employment  in 

"  the  finances,    have  rifen   in    rebellion.     They 

'^  are  at  length  fuppreffed ;  but  feven  thoufand 

'*  of  my  foldiers  have  been  (Iain  in  the  conteft, 

**  of  thofe  troops   whofe  ordinary  ftation  is   in 

"  Dacia,   and  the  camps  along  the  Danube  **/'* 

Other  writers,  who  confirm   the  fame  fa£l,  add 

likewife,  that  it  happened  foon  after  Aurelian's 

triumph ;  that  the  decifive  engagement  was  fought 

on  the  Cselian   hill ;  that  the  workmen  of  the 

mint  had    adulterated    the  coin ;    and   that  the 

emperor  leftored  the  public  credit,  by  delivering 

out  good  money  in  exchange  for  the  bad,  which 

the  people  was   commanded   to  bring   into   the 

trcafury  ••. 

We  might  content  ourfelve»>  with  relating  this  obrenrm- 
extraordinary  tranfafUon,  but  we  cannot  diirem«  ||**"«"P** 
ble  how  much  in  its  prefent  form  it  appears  to 
us  inconfiftent  and   incredible.     The  debafement 
of  the  coin  is  indeed  well  fuited  to  the  admini* 
ftration  of  GalUenus  *,  nor  is  it  unlikely  that  the 

r 

^  Hift.  Au^ft.  p.  ft«s.    Aurelitn  calls  thole  foldiert  KJim  RifM"^ 
no/a,  CfjKriAf ,  and  Daeifd. 
^  Zofimut,  1.  i.  p,  56.    Eutropitit,  is*  t4.    Attrcl.  Vi^oK 
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c  H  A  p«  taftruments  of   the  cortaption  might  dread  the 
inflexible  joftice  of  Aurelian.     But  the  guilt,   a9 
well  as  the  profit,  muft  have  been  confined  to  a 
few;  nor  k  it^eafy  to  conceive  by  what  arts  they 
could   arm  a   people    whom  they   had  injured , 
againft  a   monarch    whom  they    had   betrayed. 
We  might  naturally  exped,  that  fuch  mifcreants 
fliould   have  fbared  the  public  deteftation,   with 
the  informers  and  the  other  minifters  of  oppreC- 
lion }  and  that  the  reformation  of  the  coin  fhould 
fcave  been  an   aflion  equally  popular  with  the 
deftruflion  of  thofe  obfolete  accounts,  which  by 
4he  emperor's  orders  werfe  burnt  in  the  forum  of 
Trajan  ^.    .  In  an  age  when   the  principles  of 
commerce  were   fo  imperfe&ly  underflood,  the  * 
tioft  defirable  end  might  perhaps  be  effected  by 
harfh  and   injudicious  means;  bat  a  temporary 
grievance  of  fuch  a  nature  can  fcarcely  excite 
and  fupport  a  ferious  civil  war.     The  repetition 
ef  intolerable  taxes,  impofed  either  on  the  land 
or  on  the  neceflaries  of  life,  may  at  lafl:  provoke 
thofe  who  will  not,  or  who  cannot,  relinquifh 
Iheir  country.     But  the  cafe  is  far  otherwife  in 
every  operation  which,  by  whatfoever  expedients^ 
tttbore^  the  jufl:  value  of  money.    The  tranfient 
evil  is  foon  obliterated  by  the   permanetit  bene- 
fit,, the  lofs  is  divided  among  multitudes ;  and  if 
a  few  wealthy  individuals  experience  a  fenfible 
diminution  of  treafure,   with  their  riches,   they 
at  the  fame  time  lefe  the  degree.. of  weight  and 
importance  which  they  derived  from  the  pofie& 

90  Hift.  Aoguft.  p.  tai.    Aurtl.  Viflor* 
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fion  of  them.  However  Aurelian  might  chvife  c  ha  r. 
to  difguife  the  real  caufe  of  the  infurredion,  his  <^^*,'W 
refbrmatioa  of  the  coin  could  |^nly  fiimifli*  z 
faint  pretence  to  a  party  already  powerful  and 
difcontented.  Rome,  though  deprived  of  free* 
dom,  was  diftra&ed  by  faction.  The  people, 
towards  whom  the  emperor,  himfelf  a  plebeian^ 
always  exprefled  a  peculiar  fondness,  lived  in  per- 
petual dilTention  with  the  fenate,  the  equeftrian 
order,  and  the  Praetorian  guards  *\  Nothing 
lefs  than  the  firm  though  fecret  confpiracy  of 
thofe  orders,  of  the  authority  of  the  firft,  the 
wealth  of  the  fecond,  and  the  arms  of  the  third, 
could  havedifplayed  a  ftrength  capable  of  contend- 
ing in  battle  with  the  veteran  legions  of  the  Da- 
nube, which,  under  the  condud  of  a  martial 
ibvereign,  had  atchieved  the  conqueft  of  the  Weft 
and  of  the  Eaft. 

Whatever  was  the  caufe  of  the  objeft  of  this  Cruelty  of 
rebellion,  imputed  with  fo  little  probability  to  ""**"• 
the  workmen  of  the  mint,  Aurelian  ufed  his  vic« 
tory  with  unrelenting  rigour  ***•  He  was  natu- 
rally of  a  fevere  difpofition.  A  peafant  and  a 
fbldier,  his  nerves  yielded  not  eafily  to  the  im- 
preffions  of  fympatby,  and  he  could  fuftain  with- 
out emotion  the  fight  of  tortures  and  death. 
Trained  from  his  earlieft  youth  in  the  exercife 

♦«  It  already  raged  before  Aure!ian*t  return  from  Egypt*  See 
VopifcuSf  who  quotes  an  original  letter*     Hift.  Auguft.  p.  244. 

9*  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  z&i.  The  two  Viflort.  Etitro. 
piusyix.  14.  Zofimus  (Ki.  p.  43.)  mentions  only  three  fenaiorf* 
and  places  ^elr  death  before  the  enftern  war. 
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CHAP,  of  arms,  he  fet  too  fmall  a  value  on  the  life  of  a 
citizen,  chaftifed  by  military  execution  the  flighteft 
offences,  and  transferred  the  ftern  difciplinc 
of  the  camp  into  the  civil  adminiftration  of  the 
laws.  His  love  of  judice  often  became  a  blind 
and  furious  paffion ;  and  whenever  he  deemed  his 
own  or  the  public  fafety  endangered,  he  dif- 
regarded  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  tiie  proper^ 
tion  of  punifhments.  The  unprovoked  rebel- 
lion with  which  the  Romans  rewarded  his  fer- 
viccs,  exafperated  his  haughty  fpirit.  The  no- 
bleft  families  of  the  capital  were  involved  in  the 
guilt  or  fufpicion  of  this  dark  confpiracy.  A 
hafty  fpirit  of  revenge  urged  the  bloody  profe- 
cution,  and  it  proved  fatal  to  one  of  the  nephews 
of  the  emperor.  The  executioners  (if  we  may 
ufe  the  expreflion  of  a  contemporary  poet)  were 
fatigued,  the  prifons  were  crowded,  and  the  un- 
happy fenate  lamented  the  death  or  abfence  of 
its  mod  illuftrious  members ''.  Nor  was  the 
pride  of  Aurelian  lefs  offenfive  to  that  aflembly 
than  his  cruelty.  Ignorant  or  impatient  of  the 
redraints  of  civil  infticutions,  he  difdained  to 
hold  his  power  by  any  other  .title  than  that  of  the 
fword,  and  governed  by  right  of  conqueft  an  em- 
pire which  he  had  (aved  and  fubdued  '^ 

91  Nulla  catentti  feralit  ponpa  TenatAi 

Carnificum  laiTabit  opusj  nee  carcere  pleno 
Infelix  raros  Kuincrabic  curia  Patres.  . 

Calpburn.Edog.  i.  6o. 
94  According  to  the  younger  Viftory  he  foinccimet  wore  the  diadem. 
Deui  and  Domitnt  appear  on  his  medals. 
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It  was  obferved  by  one  of  the  moft  fagacions  chap, 


xu 


of  the  Roman  princes,  that  the  talents  of  his  pre- 
deceflfor  Aurelian,  wwe  better  fuked  to  the  com-'  Hemarch«t 
mand  oi  an  army,  than  to  thci  government  ot  an[  E:*ft,and- 
empire'*.  Confcious  of  the  charaftcr  in  which  jj'jj^"" 
Nature  and  experience  had  enabled  him  to  excd» 
he  again  took  the  field  a  few  months  after  hiS. 
triumph.  It  was  expedient  to  exercife  the  reft-  ^  P:  *^** 
lefs  temper  of  the  legions  in  fome  foreign  war, 
and  the  Perfian  monarch,  exulting  in  the  (hame 
of  Valerian,  ftill  braved  with  impunity  the  of- 
fended majefty  of  Rome.  At  the  head  of  an 
army,  lefs  formidable  by  its  numbers  than  by 
its  difcipline  and  valour,  the  emperor  advanced 
as  far  as  the  Streights  which  divide  Europe  from 
Afia-  He  there  experienced,  that  the  moft  ab- 
folute  power  is  a  weak  defence  againft  the  effeds 
ef  defpair.  He  had  threatened  one  of  his  fecre^ 
taries  who  was  accufed  of  extortion ;  and  it  was 
known  that  he  feldom  threatened  in  vain.  The 
laft  hope  which  remained  for  the  criminal,  was 
to  involve  fome  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
army  in  his  danger,  or  at  leaft  in'  his  fears. 
Artfully  counterfeiting  his  mafter*s  hand,  he 
Slewed  them^  in  a  long  and  bloody  lift,  their 
own  names  devoted  to  death.  Without  fufped- 
ing  or  examining  the  fraud,  they  refolved  to 
fecure  their  lives  by  the  murder  of  the  emperor. 
On  his  march,  between  Byzantium  and  Heraclea, 
Aurelian  was  fuddenly  attacked  by  the  confpira- 

9S  It  was  the  obferration  of<  Diocletian.     See  Vopifctit  in  Hift« 
Aoguft.  p.  114. 
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tors,  wbok  fbdons  gave  them  a  right  to  furroand 
his  perfon,  and,  aftct  a  fliort  refiftance,  fell  by  the 
hand  of  Mucapor,  a  general  vhom  he  had  always 
ajD.  ifs^  loved  andtrufted.  He  died  regretted  by  the  army, 
jMoary.  ||ctefted  by  thjC  fenate,  but  yniverfally  acknowledged 
as  a  warlike  and  fortunate  prince,  theufefol  though 
fevere  reforqier  of  a  degeneiiate  ftate  '^ 

^  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Attguft.  p*  S4i.    ZoGibuk,  I.i.  p»^7»    Ev** 
trof.ix.  15.    The  two  yiftors.  '^ 
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CHAP.    XII. 

Conduff  of  the  Army  and  SenaU  after  lb$  Death  ef 
Aureliatu^^Reiffu  rf  Tacitus^  Prebusf  Cams,  and 
bis  Sms. 

QDCH  wa$  the    unhappy  condition  of  the  Ro-  c  h  a  K 
^  man  emperors,  that,  whatever  might  be  their    _^^^ 
condud,  their  fete  was  commonly  the  fame.    A  Extnowiu 
life  of  pleafure  or  virtue,  of  feverity  or  mildnefs,  tdllbe^ 
of  indolence  or  glory,  alike  led  to  an  untimely  *^J^  *J 
grave;  and  almofl  every  reign  is  dofed  by  the  theienats 
lame  difgufting  repetition  of  treafon  and  murden  [h«*«  of 
The  death  of  Aurelian,  however,  is  remarkable  anempcroK, 
by  its  extraordinary  confequences.    The  legions 
admired,    lamented,  and    revenged,   their  vi£to* 
rious  chief.     The  artifice  of  his  perGdious  fecre- 
tary  was  difcovered  and  punifhed.     The  deluded 
confpirators  attended  the  funeral  of  their  injured 
fovereign,   with    fmcere  or    well-feigned   contri- 
tion, and  I  (ubmltted  to  the  unanimous  refolution 
of  the  military  order,  which  was  fignified  by  the 
following   epidle:    ^^  The   brave   and  fortunate 
*'  armies   to  the    fenate    and   people  of  Rome. 
"  The  crime  of  one  man,  and  the  error  of  many, 
"  have  deprived  us  of  the  late  emperor  Aurelian. 
^'  May  it  pleafe  you,  venerable  lords  and  fethers! 
V"  to  place  him  in  the  number  of  the  gods,  and 
"  to  appoint  a  fucceffor  whom  your  judgment 
^'  ihall  declare  worthy  of  the  Imperial  purple! 
f^  None  of  thofe,  whofe  guilt  or  misfortune  have 
3  ^  contri- 
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"  contributed  to  our  lofs,  Ihall  ever  reign  over 
U8  '/*     The   Roman  fenators   heard,  without 
furprife,   that  a^iother  cn>{>eror  had  been  aflafli- 
nated  in  his  camp;   they  fecretly  rejoiced  in  the 
fall  of  Aurelian ;  but  the  modeft  and  dmiTDl  ad« 
drds  of  the  legions,  when  it  was  communicated 
in  full  affembly  by  the  conful,  diffufed  the  moft 
pleafing  aftonifhment.     Such   honours  as  fear  and 
perhaps  efteem  could  extort,  they  liberally  poured 
forth  on  the  memory  of  their  deceafed  fovereign. 
Such    acknowledgments   as   gratitude    coulJ    m- 
fyire,  they  returned  to  the  faithful  armies  of  the 
republic,  who  entertained  fo  juft  a  fenfe  of  the 
legal  authority  of  the'  fenate  in  the  choice  of  aa 
emperor.      Yet,    notwithflanding    this    flattering 
appeal,  the  moft  prudent  of  the  aflembly  declined 
expofing  their  fafery  and  dignity  to  the  caprice  of 
an  armed  multitude.      The  ftrength   of   the  le- 
gions  was,   indeed,   a   pledge   of  their  fmc^riiy, 
ftnce  thofe   who  may    command   are  feldom   re- 
duced to  the  necefliiy  of  dilTembling ;  but  could 
h  naturally  be  expeSed,  that  a  hafty  repentance, 
would  correft  the  inveterate  habits  of  fourfcore 
years?    Shouhi   the   foldicrs  relapfe  into  their  ac- 
cuftomed  feditions,   their  fnfolence  might  difgrace 
the  majefty  of  the  fenate,  and  prove  fatal  to  the 
ohjeft  of  Its  choice.     Motives  like  thefe  diftated 
a  decree,   by  which  the  eleftion   of  a  new  em- 
peror was  referred  to  the  futfrage  of  the  military 
order. 

»  Voptfcus  in  Hift.  AugoA.  |>.  tis.     Aoreiiut  Viftof  mentions  ■ 
formal  deputation  frono  (be  troops  to  the  feoate. 
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The  contention  that  enfued  i8  one  of  the  beft  chap. 
atteilcdy  but  mod  improbable  events  in  the  bif*  ^^\_f 
lory  of  mankind  \  The  troops,  as  if  fatiated  a.d.*75. 
with  the  exercife  of  power,  again  conjured  the  A^pcacefol 
fenate  to  inveft  one  of  its  own  body  with  the  Im-  ^"n"'^*!:- 

nufti  Of 

perial  purple.  The  fenate  ftill  perfifted  in  its  re*  eight 
fufal;  the  army  in  its  requeft.  The  reciprocal  "^"***'* 
offer  was  prefled  and  rejeded  at  lead  three  times» 
and  whild  the  obftinate  modefty  of  either  party 
was  refolved  to  receive  a  mafter  from  the  hands 
of  the  other,  eight  months  infenfibly  elapfed :  an 
amazing  period  of  tranquil  anarchy,  during  which 
the  Roman  world  remained  without  a  fovereigni 
without  an  ufurper,  and  without  a  fedition.  The 
generals  and  magidrates  s^>pointed  by  Aurelian 
continued  to  execute  their  ordinary  fundions ;  and 
it  is  obferved,  that  a  proconful  of  Ada  was  the 
only  condderable  p^rfon  removed  from  his  office, 
iu  the  whole  courfe  of  the  interregnum* 

An  event  fomewhat  fimilar,  but  much  lefs  au* 
thentic,  is  fuppofed  to  have  happened  after  the 
death  of  Romulus,  who,  in  his  life  and  chara&er, 
bore  fome  affinity  with  Aurelian.  The  throne 
was  vacant  during  twelve  months,  till  the  elec* 
don  of  a  Sabine  philofopher,  and  the  public  peace 
was  guarded  in  the  fame  manner,  by  the  union 
of  the  feveral  orders  of  the  date.    But,  in  the 

*  Vo\>ircus»  our  principal  ■uthoiiiy,  wrote  at  Rome,  fixteen  year* 
oo!y  ahcr  the  death  of  Aurelian  j  and,  befidet  the  recent  notoriety  of 
the  faA«,conftantly  draws  hit  ina:eri<ils  from  the  JournaU  ef  the  Se. 
Hate,  and  the  original  pa}>€rs  of  the  U I pian  library.  Zofimus  and 
Zonarat  ^pear  as  ignorant  of  this  tranfaCtion  a$  they  were  in  gentral 
of  cbe  Roman  coufticution. 

time 
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time  df  Ifuma  and   Romulus,  the  amts  of  the 
people  were  controlled  by  the  authority  of  the 
Psttriciane  ;  and  the  balance  of  freedom  was  eafily 
preferved  in  a  fmall  and  virtuous  community  '• 
The  decline  of  the   Roman  ftate,  far    diflfercnt 
from  its  infancy,  was  attended  witK  every  cir- 
cumftance  that  could  banifli  from  an  interr^num 
the  profped  of  obedience  and  harmony :  an  imr- 
menfe  and  tumultuous  capital,  a  wide  extent  of 
empire,    the   fervile    equality   of    defpotifm,    all 
army  of  four  hundred  thoufand  mercenaries,  and 
the    experience  of  frequent    revolutions.      Yet, 
notwithftanding  all   thefe   temptations,  the  difci* 
pltne  and  memory  of  Aurelian  ftill  retrained  the 
feditious  temper  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  thp  fatal 
ambition  of  their  leaders.      The  flower  of  the 
legions  maintained  their  ftations  on  the  bank;  of 
the  Bofphorus,  and  the  Imperial  ftandard  awi?d 
the  lefs  powerful  camps  of  Rome  and  of  the  pro- 
vinces.    A  generous  though  tranfient  enthufiafm 
feemed  fo  animate  the  military  order;  arid  we 
may  hope  that  a  few  real  patriots  cultivated  the 
returning  friendfliip  of  the  army  and  the  fenate,  as 
the  only  expedient  capable  of  reftoring  the  republic 
to  its  ancient  beauty  and  vigour. 
A.D.  27£.       C>n  the  twenty-fifth  of  Septemper,  near  eight 
•^*  *5-     months  after  the  murder  of  Aurelian,  the  conful 
foiaflem.    couvoked  an  aifembly  of  the  fenate,  and  reported 

bits  the 


feuitc* 


»  Liv.  i.  17.  Diopyf.  Halicarn,  ].  ii.  p.  115.  Plutarch  in  Num2i» 
p*  60.  .  The  firil  of  thcfc  writert  relates  the  ftory  like  an  qrator,  the 
ftc«nil  like  a  Uw^er,  snd  the  third  like  a  rooraiift|  and  noni:  of  them 
probably  without  Tome  intermixture  of  fable. 
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the  doubtful  and  dangerous  fituation  of  the  em*  chap. 

jxre.     He  (lightly  infinuated,,  that  the  precarious    _^^-^^ 

byalty  of  the  foldiers  depended  on  the  chance  of 

6Tery  hour,  and  of  every  accident ;  but  he  re* 

prefented^   with  the  tnoft  convincing   eloquence, 

the  various  daxigefs  that  might  attend  any  far- 

dier  delay  in  the  choice  of  an  emperor.    Intelli* 

gence,    he  feid,  was  already   received,  that  the 

Germans   had  pafTed   the   Rhine,  and  occupied 

fome  of  the  ftrongefl:  and  mod  opulent  cides  of 

Gaul.     The  ambitioh  of  the  Perfian  king  kept 

the  £aft  in  perpetual  alarms ;  Egypt,  Africa,  and 

niyricum,  were^expofed  to  foreign  and  domeftic 

arms,  and  the  levity  of  Syria  would  prefer  ^ven 

a  female  fceptre  to  the  fandity  of  the  Roman 

bws.     The  conful  then  adJrefling  himfelf  to  Ta* 

dtus,  the  firft  of  the  fenators  %  required  his  opinion 

on  the  important  fubjeft  of  a  proper  candidate  for 

the  vacant  throne. 

If  wc  can  prefer  perfonal  merit  to  accidental  Chanacr 
greatnefs,  we  (hall  efteem  the   birth  of  Tacitus  ^^^^"^ 
more  truly  noble  than  that  of  kings.     He  claimed 
his  defcent  from  the  philofophic  hillorian,  whofe 
writings  will  inftruA  the  lad  generatioi^  of  man- 
kind'.    The  fenator  Tacitus   was  then  feve&ty* 

4  Vopifcot  (in  Hift.  Atiguft.  p.  117.)  calls  him  *  prims  fentcntiar 
confuliris  j*  and  foon  afterwards  Frineep* fenattu.  ft  if  natoral  to  Aip- 
poS^  that  the  monarchs  of  Rome,  difdaining  that  humble  title,  reffgned 
It  to  the  moft  ancient  of  the  fenatoFS. 

9  The  only  objection  to  this  genealogy  it»  that  the  hiftorlan  wit 
named  Cornerms,  the  emperor,  Claudius.  But  under  the  lower  am* 
fire,  iiimauncs  ware  extremely  yarious  and  unceruinr 

five 
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five  years  of  age^  The  long  period  of  his  inr. 
nocent  life  was  adorned  with  wealth  and  honours. 
He  had  twice  been  invefted  with  the  confular 
dignity  %  and  enjoyed  with  elegance  and  fobriety 
his  ample  patrimony  of  between  two  and  three 
millions  fterling '.  The  experience  of  fo  many 
princes,  whom  he  had  efteemed  or  endured,  froiti 
the  vain  follies  of  Elagabalus  to  the  ufeful  rigour 
of  Aurelian,  taught  him  to  form  a  juft  eftimate 
of  the  duties,  the  dangers,  and  the  temptations, 
of  their  fublime  flation.  From  the  afliduous 
ftudy  of  his  immortal  anceftor  he  derived  the 
knowledge  of  the  Roman  conditution,  and  of 
human  nature*.  The  voice  of  the  people  had 
already  named  Tacitus  as  the  citizen  the  mod 
worthy  of  empire.  The  ungrateful  rumour 
reached  his  ears,  and  induced  him  to  feek  the 
retirement  of  one  of  his  villas  in  Campania.  He 
had  pafTed  two  months  in  the  delightful  privacy 
of  Baise,  when  he  reluftantly  obeyed   the  fum- 

«  Zonaras,  I  xii.  p.  637.  The  Alevandiian  Chronicle,  by  an 
obtiout  mtftake,  transfers  rhar  n^e  to  Atirelian.  ' 

7  In  the  year  »73,  he  w^s  ordinary  conful.  But  he  muft  have  been 
SufFe6^u8  many  year*  before,  and  roort  probably  under  Valerian. 

•  Bis  mil/in  oaingentles.  Vopifcu*  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  a  19.  Thit 
fum»  according  to  the  old  ftaiidstrd,  was  eqiiiralcnt  to  eight  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  Roman  poundf  of  filver,  each  of  the  value  of 
three  pounds  fterling.  but  in  the  age  of  Tacitus,  the  coin  had  Ipft 
much  of  its  weight  and  purity. 

9  After  his  acccifion,  he  gave  oiders  that  ten  copies  of  the  hiftorian 
ibouid  be  annually  tranfcribed  and  placed  in  the  public  libraries. 
The  Roman  libraries  have  long  fmce  periflied,  and  the  mod  valuabla 
part  of  Tacitus  was  pre(erved  in  a  fingle  MS.  and  difcovered  in  a 
monaftery  of  Weftphtlia.  See  B^yle,  DiAionraiie,  Art.  74c/r«|  ao^ 
Lipfius  ad  Anna},  it.  9. 
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rotsns  of  the  conful  to  refume  his  honourable  place  chap. 
ia  the  fenate,  and  to  adift  the  republic  with  his  k^^^,J^.^ 
counfels  on  this  important  occafionh 

He  arofe  to  fpeak,  xivhen,  from  every  quarter  Heitfiea- 

of  the  houfe,  he  was  faluted  with  the  names  of  J^^^' 

Auguflus   and    Emperor.      ^^  Tacitus    Auguftus, 

"  the  gods  preferve  thee,  we  chufe  thee  for  our 

"  fovereign,  to  thy  care  we  intruft  the  republic 

"  and  the  world.     Accept  the  empire  from  the 

"  authority  of  the  fenate.     It  is  due  to  thy  rank, 

"to    thy   condud,  to  thy  manners."     A$  foon 

as  the  tumult  of  acclamations  fubfided,  Tacitus 

attempted  to  decline  the  dangerous  honour,  and 

to  exprefs  his  wonder,  that  they  fhould  eled  his 

age  and  infirmities  to  fucceed   the  martial  vigour 

of  Aurelian.      "  Are  thefe   limbs,  confcript   fa- 

'*  tbers !  fitted  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  armour, 

"  or  to  praftife  the  exercifes  of  the  camp?  The 

*'  variety  of  climates,  and  the  hardfhips  of  a  mi- 

"  licary   life,   would  foon  opprefs  a   feeble  con- 

**  ftitution,    which    fubfifts    only    by    the    raoft 

**  tender  management.      My  exhaufted   ftrength 

"  fcarcely  enables  me  to  difcharge  the  duty  of  a 

*'  fenator ;  how  infufficient  would  it  prove  to  the 

**  arduous  labours  of  war  and  government?  Can 

**  you  hope,  that  the  legions  will  refpeft  a  weak 

"  old  man,  whofe  days  have  been   fpent  in  the 

"  fliade  of  peace  and  retirement  ?   Can  you  de- 

"  fire  that  I  (hould  ever  find  reafon  to  regret  the 

"  favourable  opinion  of  the  fenate  ***?" 

The  reludlance  of  Tacitus,  and  it  might  pof-  ami  accepts 
fibly  be   finccre,   was  encountered  by  the   afiec-  *  '  ^^'^  *' 


>«  Vopifcui  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  117* 
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CHAP,  donate  obftinacy  of  the  fcnate. ,  Five  hondred 
vdces  repeated  at  once,  in  eloquent  confufion^ 
that  the  greateft  of  the  Roman  princes^  Numa, 
Trajan,  Hadrian,  and  the  Antonines>  had  afcended 
the  throne  in  a  very  advanced  feafoh  of  life  ; 
that  the  mind,  not  the  body,  a  fovereign,  not  a 
ibldier,  was  the  objeft  of  their  choice ;  and  that 
they  expefted  from  him  no  more  than  to  guide 
by  his  wifdom  the  valour  of  the  legions,  Thefe 
preifing  though  tumukuary  inftances  were  fe* 
conded  by  a  more  regular  oration  of  Metius  Fai^ 
conius,  the  next  on  the  confular  bench  to  Ta^^ 
citus  himfelf.  He  reminded  the  aflembly  of  the 
evils  which  Rome  had  endured  from  the  vices  of 
headftrong  and  capricious  youths,  congratulated 
them  on  the  elefUon  of  a  virtuous  and  experi'-^ 
^nced  fenator,  and,  with  a  manly^  though  per-^ 
haps  a  felfifh,  freedom,  exhorted  Tacitus  to  re-^ 
member  the  reafons  of  his  elevation,  and  to  feek 
a  fucceflbr,  not  in  his  own  family,  but  in  the 
republic.  The  fpeech  of  Falconius  was  enforced 
by  a  general  acclamation.  The  emperor  t\t& 
fiibmitted  to  the  authority  of  his  country,  and 
received  the  voluntary  homage  of  his  equals* 
The  judgment  of  the  fenate  was  confirmed  by  the 
confent  of  the  Roman  people,  and  of  the  Praeto* 
rian  guards  ". 

Atithority  The  adminiftration  of  Tacitus  was  not  un^* 
worthy  of  his  life  and  principles.  A  grateful 
fervant  of  the  fenate,  be  confidered  that  national 

>■  Hift.  Augull.  p.  fttS.    Tacitut  adilreiTcd  the  Pnctoriant  by  th< 
appellation  of  fnfiiffimi  wHit^,  au4  tlie  people  by  tbat  of  facr0\fml 
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coundi  as  the  author,  and  himfelf  as  the  fubjeft,  ^  ^a,^* 
of  the  laws ".  He  ftudied  to  heal  the  wounds  v^-^-^^w 
which  Imperial  pride,  civil  difcord,  and  military 
violence,  had  infii£led  on  the  conftitution,  and 
to  reftore,  at  leaft,  the  image  of  the  ancient  re- 
public, as  it  had  been  preferved  by  the  policy  of 
Auguftus^  and  the  virtues  of  Trajan  and  the  An- 
tonines.  It  may  not  be  ufelefs  to  recapitulate 
fome  of  the  mod  important  prerogatives  which 
the  fenate  appeared  to  have  regained  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Tacitus  ".  I.  To  inveft  one  of  their 
body,  under  the  title  of  emperor,  with  the  ge- 
neral *  command  of  the  armies,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  frontier  provinces*  2.  To  deter- 
mine the  lift,  or  as  it  was  then  ftyled,  the  CoU 
lege  of  Confuls.  They  were  twelve  in  number^ 
wbo,  in  fucceflive  pairs,  each,  during  the  fpace 
of  two  months,  filled  the  year,  and  rcprefented 
the  dignity  of  that  ancient  office.  The  authofrity 
of  the  fenate,  in  the  nomination  of  the  confuls, 
was  exercifed  with  fuch  independent  freedom, 
that  no  regard  was  paid  to  an  irregular  requeft 
of  the  emperor  in  favour  of  his  brother  Florianus. 
''  The  fenate,'*  exclaimed  Tacitus,  with  the  ho-- 
neft  tranfport  of  a  patriot,  "  underftand  the  cha- 
"  rafter  of  a  prince  whom  they  have  chofen.*' 

'»  In  his  manumifnons  he  r.cvcr  exceeded  the  number  of  an  hun, 
dred,  as  limited  by  the  Caninian  law,  which  was  cnafted  under  Au. 
gu(tu9,  and  at  length  i*epealed  by  Juihnian*  See  Cafaubon  ad  locum 
Vopifci. 

n  Sec  i?ic  lives  of  Tncitns,  Florianus,  and  Pj-obus,  in  the  Anguftan 
Hiftory  j  we  may  be  well  afFiired,  that  whatever  ih«  foMier  gave,  the 
fenator  had  alicady  given. 
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CHAP.  3*  To  appoint  the  proconfuls  and  prefidents  ot 
«<j^.rw  the  provinces,  and  to  confer  on  all  the  magi«* 
ftrates  their  civil  jurifdidibn.  4.  To  receive  ap- 
peals through  the  intermediate  office  of  the  prasfe£l 
of  the  city  from  all  the  tribunals  of  the  empire. 
5.  To  give  force  and  validity,  by  their  decrees, 
to  fuch  as  they  (hould  approve  of  the  emperor's 
edids.  6.  To  thefe  feveral  branches  of  authority 
we  may  add  fome  infpedion  over  the  finances^ 
(ince,  even  in  the  ftern  reign  of  Aurelian,  it  was  in 
their  power  to  divert  a  part  of  the  revenue  from 
the  public  fervice  '*. 
Their  joy  Circular  epiftles  wfcre  fent  without  delay  to 
dcncr"^"  *'^  ^^^  principal  cities  of  the  empire,  Treves, 
Milan,  Aquileia,  Theflalonica,  Corinth,  Athens^ 
Antioeh,  Alexandria,  and  Carthage,  to  claim 
their  obedience,  and  to  inform  them  of  the  happy 
revolution,  which  had  reftored  the  Roman  fenate 
to  its  ancient  dignity.  Two  of  thefe  epiftles  are 
ftill  extant.  We  likewife  pofiefs  two  very  An- 
gular fragments  of  the  private  correfpondence  of 
the  fenators  on  this  occafion.  They  difcover  the 
tnoft  exceflive  joy,  and  the  mod  unbounded 
hopes.  "  Caft  away  your  indolence,"  it  is  thus 
that  one  of  the  fenators  addreOes  his  friend, 
"  emerge  from  your  •  retirements  of  Baiae  and 
"  Puteoli.  Give  yourfelf  to  the  city,  to  the  fe- 
*^  nate.  Rome  flourilhes,  the  whole  republic 
"  flouriflics.  Thanks  to  the  Roman  army,  to 
**  an  army  truly  Roman  j  at  length,  we  have  re- 

U  Vopifcus  in. Hill.  Auguft.  p.  ai6.     The  paflage  is  perfeflly 
clear  i  vet  both  Cafaubon  and  Salmafius  wiih  to  correA  it. 
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**  covered  our  juft  authority,  the  end  of  all  out  ^  ^  a.  p. 
^'  defires.  We  hear  appeals,  we  appoint  pro-  ^■^■^^y^-w 
''  confuls,  we  create  emperors ;  perhaps  too  we 
**  may  reftrain  them— *-to  the  wife,  a  word  is  fuf- 
"  fident  ".*'  Thefe  lofty  expe£lations  were,  how- 
ever, foon  difappointed  ;  nor,  indeed,  was  it  po& 
iible  that  the  armies  and  the  provinces  ihould 
long  obey  the  luxurious  and  un warlike  nobles  of  / 

Rome.  On  the  flightefl:  touch,  the  unfupported 
fabric  of  their  pride  and  power  fell  to  the  ground. 
The  expiring  fenate  difplayed  a  fuddeA  luftre, 
blazed  for  a  moment,  and  was  extinguifhed  for 
ever. 

All  that  had  yet  pafled  at  Rome  was  no  more  A.D.i7^« 
than  a  theatrical  reprefentation,  ui^efs  it  was  ra*  ackn^J' 
tified  by  the  inore  fubftantial  power  of  the  le-  J«<*g«<**>r 
gions.     Leaving  the  fenators  to  enjoy  their  dream     *  ""^* 
of  freedom  and  amlxtion^  Tacitus  proceeded  to 
the  Thractan  camp,  and  was  there,  by  the  Pras* 
torian  prsefed,  prefented  to  the  affembled  troops^ 
as   the  prince  whom   they   themlelves    had   de^ 
manded,    and  whom  the  fenate  had    bellowed. 
As  foon  as  the  prsefe&  was  filient,  the  emperor   » 
addiefled  himfelf  to  the  foldiers  with  eloquence 
and  propriety.      He  gratified  their  avarice  by  a 
liboal  diftribution  of  treafure^  under  the  names 
of  pay  and  donative.    He  engaged  their  efteem 
by  a  fpirjted  declaration^  that  although  his  age 
mi^t  difal^  him  from  the  performance  of  mili- 
tary exploits,  his  counfels  (bould  never  be  un- 

IS  Vopifcus  Id  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  130.  ^3^,  133.    The  fenaeors  ce- 
Icbnted  the  happy  reltontioji  with  hecatoonbt  and  public  rejoicings. 
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CHAP,   worthy  of  a  Roman  general,  the  fucceffor  of  tfie 
t,.,^,-^  brave  Aurelian  •*. 

The  Aiani       Whilft  the  dtceafed  emperor  was  making  pre- 
Afia,  and    parations  for  a  fecond  expedition  into  the  £a(l, 
'd^i^Ta-    ^^  ^^^   ncgociated   with   the  Alani,   a  Scythian 
citut.         people,  who  pitched  their  tents  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  lake  Mceotis.     Thofe  barbarians,  al- 
lured  by  prefents  and  fubfidies,  had  promifed  to 
invade  Perfia  with  a  numerous  -body  of  light  ca- 
valry.     They  were  faithful  to  their  engagements ; 
but  when  they  arrived  on  the  Roman  frontier, 
Aurelian  was   already  dead,    the  defign  of  the 
Perfian  war  was  at  lead  fufpended,  and  the  ge- 
nerals, who,  during  their  interregnum,  exercifed 
a  doubtful  authority,  were  unprepared  either  to 
receive  or  to   oppofe  them.     Provoked  by  fuch 
treatment,  which  they  confidered  as  trifling  and 
perfidious,  the  Alani  had  recourfe  to  their  own 
valour  for  their  payment  and  revenge ;   and  as 
they  moved  with   the  ufual  fwiftnefs  of  Tartars, 
they  had   foon  fpread   themfelves   over  the  pro- 
vinces of  Pontus,  Cappadocia,  Cilicia,  and  Ga- 
latia.     The  legions,  who  from  the  oppofite  fhores 
of   the  Bofphorus   could  almoft    diftinguilh  the 
flames    of   the    cities    and   villages,    impatiently 
urged  their  general  to  lead  them  againft  the  in- 
vaders.    The  condudt  of  Tacitus  was  fuitable  to 
his  age  and  ftation.      He  convinced  the  barba- 
rians, of  the  faith,  as  well  as  of  the  power,  of 
the  empire.      Great  numbers  of  the  Alani,  ap- 
peafed  by  the  pundual  difcharge  of  the  engage- 

*^  Hi  ft.  Aiigud.  p.  2aS, 
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laents  which  Aurelian  had  contraded  with  them,  chap. 
rehnquifhed  their  booty  and  captives,  and  quietly  y.^^^^^ 
retreated  to  their  own  deferts,  beyond  the  Phafis. 
Againft  the  remainder  who  refufed  peace,  the 
Roman  emperor  waged,  in  perfon,  a  fuccefsful 
wan  Seconded  by  an  army  of  brave  and  expe- 
rienced veterans,  in  a  few  weeks  he  delivered  the 
provinces  of  Afia  from  the  terror  of  the  Scythian 
invafion  '% 

But  the  glory  and  life  of  Tacitus  were  of  fliort  Death  of 
duration.  Tranfported,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  JJj^S^^J* 
from  the  foft  retirement  of  Campania  to  the  foot  tu«. 
of  mount  Caucafus,  he  funk  under  theunaccuf- 
tomed  hardfliips  of  a  military  life.  The  fatigues 
of  the  body  were  aggravated  by  the  cares  of  the 
mind.  For  a  while,  the  angry  and  felfilh  paffions 
of  the  foldiers  had  been  fufpended  by  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  public  virtue.  They  foon  broke  out 
with  redoubled  violence,  and  raged  in  the  camp, 
and  even  in  the  tent,  of  the  aged  emperor.  His 
mild  and  amiable  charafler  ferved  only  to  infpire 
contempt,  and  he  was  inceflantly  tormented  with 
fticlions  which  he  could  not  afluage,  and  by  de- 
mands which  it  was  impoffible  to  fatisfy.  What- 
ever flattering  expectations  he  had  conceived  of 
reconciling  the  public  diforders,  Tacitus  foon 
was  convinced,  that  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  army 

17  Vopircnt  in  Hid.  Atiguft.  p.  230.  Zofimvis,  I.  i.  p.  57.  Zo- 
Bar9ty  U  xil,  p*  657.  Two  paflCiges  in  the  life  of  Probus  (p,  136. 
ajS.)  convince  mc,  that  thcfeScyihjan  invaders  of  Pontus  were  AUri. 
If  we  may  believe  Zofimus  (I.  i.  p.  58.)*  Florianus  purfued  them  as 
Jar  as  the  Cimmerian  hofphorus.  Hut  he  had  fcarcely  time  for  lb  long 
asd  difficult  an  expedition. 
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difdained  the  feeble  reftramt  of  laws^  and  his  laft 
hour  was   haftened    by   anguifh   and  difappoint- 
ment.     It  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  foldier^ 
imbrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  this  innocent 
prince  ".     It  is  certain,  that  their  infolence  was 
A.p.  t76.  the  caufe  of  his  death.     He  Expired  at  Tyana   in 
^'  **•     Cappadocia,  after  a  reign  of  only  fix  months  and 
about  twenty  days  ''• 
ururpition  ^     The  eyes  of  Tacitus  were  fcarcely  clofed,  be- 
o*1i?«*b^  fore  his  brother  Florianus  (heWed  himfelf  unwor- 
therFk).     thy   to   reign,    by   the   hafty   ufurpation  of  the 
purple,  without  expefting  the  approbation  of  the 
fenate.    The  revereace  for  the  Roman  conftitur 
tion,    which    yet  influenced   the    camp  and   the 
provinces,  was  fufEciently  ftrong  to  difpofe  them 
to  cenfure,  but  not  to  provoke  them  to  oppofe, 
the  precipitate  ambition  of  Florianus.     The  dif- 
content  would  have  evaporated  in  idle  murmurs, 
had  not  the  general  of  the  Eaft,  the  heroic  Pro- 
bus,  boldly  declared  himfelf  the  avenger  of  the 
fenate.     The  conteft,  however,  was  ftill  unequal ; 
lior  could  the  mod  able  leader,  at  the  head  of 
the  effeminate  troops  of  Egypt  and  Syria,    en- 
counter, with  any  hopes  of  viftory,  the  legions 
of  Europe,  whofe  irrefiftible  ftrength  appeared  to 
fupport  the  brother  of  Tacitus.     But  the  fortune 

>'^  Eutropiu8  and  Auiclius  Vif^or  only  fay  that  he  died  5  Viftor 
Junior  adds,  that  it  was  of  a  fever.  Zofimut  and  Zonarat  aflirm, 
that  he  was  killed  by  the  foldiers.  Vopifcus  mentions  both  accounts, 
and  fcems  to  befitate.  Yet  furely  thele  jarring  opinions  are  eafily 
reconciled. 

■9  According  to  the  two  Viflors^  he  reigned  exa^lly  two  hundred 
days. 
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^Oid  aftivity  of  Probus  triumphed  over  every  ob-  ^  "  ^  **• 
ftacle.      The  hardy  veterans  of  his  rival,  accuf-   ^^0^^-^^ 
tomed  to  cold  diinates,  fickened  and  confum^d 
away   in  the  fultry  heats  of  Cilicia,  where  the 
fummer  proved  remarkably  unwholefome.     Their 
numbers  were  diminiihed   by  frequent  defertion, 
the  pailes  of  the  mountains  were  feebly  defended ; 
Tarfus  opened  its  gates ;  and  the  foidiers  of  Flo- 
rianus,  when  they  had  perniitted  him  to  enjoy  the 
Imperial  title  about  three  months,  delivered  the 
empire  from  civil  war  by  the  eafy  facrifice  of  a  jui/. 
prince  whom  they  defpifed  "^ 

The  perpetual  revolutions  of  the  throne  had  fo  Their  fa. 
perfectly  erafed  every  notion  of  hereditary  right,  fi5|[^in"^^. 
that  the  family  of  an  unfortunate  emperor  was  in-  rcurity. 
capable  of  exciting  the  jealoufy  of  his  fucceflbrs.  • 
The  children,  of  Tacitys  and  Florianus  were  per- 
mitted to  defcend  into  a  private  ftation,  and  to  •   • 
mingle   with  the  general    mafs  of   the    people. 
Their  poverty  indeed  became  an  addition^  fafe- 
guard   to  their  innocence^     When  Tacitus  was 
eleded  by  the  fenate,  he  refigned  his  ample  pa« 
trimony  to  the  public  fervice  *\  an  a£t  of  gene*- 
rofity  fpecipus  in  appearance,  but  which  evidently 
difclofed  his  intention  of  tranfn^itting  the  empire 
to  his  defcendants.     The  only  confolation  of  their 
fallen  ftate,   was  the  remembrance  of  tianfient 

»«  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  *3i.  Zofimus,  J.  i.  p.  58,  59.  Zonaras, 
1.  xii.  p.  637.  Aurelius  Vi^or  fays^  that  Probu*  aflumed  tlie  empire 
in  Illyncuiii  i  an  opinion  which  (though  adopted  by  a  very  learned 
man)  would  thiow  that  period  of  hidory  into  inextricable  conf  ufion. 

M  Hift.  Au^uft.  p.  i»9. 
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Prubus. 


greatnefs,  and  a  diftant  hope,  the  child  of  a  flat- 
tering prophecy,  that,  at  the  epd  of  a  thoufand 
years,  a  monarch  of*  the  race  of  Tacitus  (hould 
arife,  the  proteflor  of  the  fenate,  the  reftorer  of 
Rome,  and  the  conqueror  of  the  whole  earth  **. 
Ch^raaer  The  pcafants  of  Illyricum,  who  had  already 
tUmoflhc  &^^^  Claudius  and  Aurelian  to  the  finking  em- 
emperor  pire,  had  an  equal  right  to  glory  in  the  elevation 
of  Probus  **.  Above  twenty  years  before,  the 
emperor  Valerian,  with  his  ufual  penetration,  had 
difcovered  the  rifing  merit  of  the  young  foldier, 
on  whom  he  conferred  the  rank  of  tribune,  long 
before  the  age  prefcribed  by  the  military  regula- 
tions.  The  tribune  foon  juftified  his  choice,  by 
a  viftory  over  a  great  body  of  Sarmatians,  in 
which  he  faved  the  life  of  a  near  relation  of  Va- 
lerian ;  and  deferved  to  receive  from  the  empe- 
ror's hand  the  collars,  bracelets,  fpears,  and  ban- 
ners, the  mural  and  the  civic  crown,  and  all  the 
honourable  rewards  referved  by  ancient  Rome  for 
fuccefsful  valour.  The  third,  and  afterwards  the 
tenth,  legion  were  intruded  to  the  command  of 
Probus,  who,  in  every  ftep  of  his  promotion, 
fhewed  himfelf  fuperior  to  the  ftation  which  he 
filled.  Africa  and  Pontus,  the  Rhine,  the  Da- 
nube,  the  Euphrates,    and   the  Nile,    by   turns 


>^  He  was  to  fend  judges  to  the  Parthians,  Perfians^  and  Sarmatians, 
a  prefident  to  Taprubana,  and  a  (irQconfuI  to  the  (loman  ifland  (fup- 
pofed  by  Cafaubon  and  Salmadus  to  mesin  Britain).  Such  a  hiftorjr 
as  mine  (fays  Vopifcus  with  proper  modefly)  will  not  fubfift  a  thoa- 
fand  years  to  expofe  or  juftify  the  predi£lion. 

*J  For  the  private  life  of  Frobus,  fee  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Au^uft, 
p.  134— *37. 
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afforded  him  the  mod  fplendid  occafionsof  difplay-  ^  ^f  * 
ing  his  perfonal  prowefs  and  his  conduft  in  war,  '■^^w^ 
Aurelian  was  indebted  to  him  for  the  conqueft 
of  Egypt,  and  dill  more  indebted  for  the  honeft 
courage  with  which  he  ofteii  checked  the  cruelty 
of  his  mafter.  Tacitus,  who  defired  by  the  abi- 
lities of  his  generals  to  fupply  his  own  deficiency 
of  military  talents,  named  him  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  eaftern  provinces,  with  five  times 
the  ufual  falary,  the  promife  of  the  confulfhip, 
and  the  hope  of  a  triumph.  When  Probus 
afcended  the  Imperial  throne,  he  was  about  forty- 
four  years  of  age  ** ;  in  the  full  poffeffion  of  his 
fame,  of  the  love  of  the  army,  and  of  a  mature 
vigour  of  mind  and  body. 

His  acknowledged  merit, .  and   the    fuccefs  of  His  re- 
his  arms  againft  Florianus,  left  him  without  an  crmiuMto- 
enemy  or  a  competitor.      Yet,  if  we  may  credit  j'^r.ifi  tbe 
his  own  profeffions,  very  far  from  being  defirous 
of  the  empire,  he  had  accepted  it  with  the  mod 
fincere  reluctance.     **  But  it  is  no  longer  in  my 
**  power,"  fays  Probus,  in  a  private  letter,  ^*  to 
"  lay  down  a  title  fo  full  of  envy  and  of  danger^ 
"  I  muft   continue    to   perfonate   the   charafter 
•'  which  the  foldiers  have  impofed  upon  me*^** 
His  dutiful   addrefs   to  the  fenate   difplayed  the 
fentiments,  or  at  lead  the  language,  of  a  Roman 
patriot :     *'  When  you  elefted  one  of  your  order, 

*4  According  to  the  Alexandrian  Chronicle,  he  was  fifty  at  th« 
time  of  bis  death. 

>5  The  letter  was  addrefled  to  the  Praetorian  prxfeSV,  whom  (en 
condition  of  his  good  behaviour)  he  proroifed  to  continue  in  his  great 
office.    See  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  237. 
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^  xit  ^'    ^*  confcript  fathers!  to  fqcceed  the  emperor  Au- 
^  relian,  you  afted  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  your 
"  juftice  and  wifdom.     For  you  are  the  legal  fo- 
*'  vereigns  of  the  world,   and   the  power  which 
**  you  derive  from  your  anceftors,  will  defcend 
•*  to  your  pofterity.     Happy  would  it  have  been, 
"  if  Florianus,  inftead  of  ufurping  the  purple  of 
•*  his  brother,  like  a  private  inheritance,  had  ex- 
^'  pefted   what    your   majefty   might    determine, 
*'  either  in  his  favour,  or  in  that  of  any  other 
peribn.      The  prudent  foldiers   have  puni(hed 
his   rafhnefs.      To   me    they  have  offered  the 
*^  title  of  Auguftus.     But  I  fubmit  to  your  cle* 
^*  mency    my    pretenfions     and     my    merits  **•** 
A.D.176,  When  this  refpedful  epiftle  was  read  by  the  con- 
Auguft  3.    (\j]^  ^hg  fenators  were  unable  to  difguife  their  fa- 
tisfaSion,    that  Probus    fliould   condefcend  thus 
humbly  to  folicit  a  fceptre  which  he  already  pof- 
fefled.      They  celebrated  with  the  warmeft  gra* 
titude  his  virtues,  his  exploits,  and  above  all  his 
moderation*     A  decree  immediately  paffed,  with* 
out  a  diffepting  voice,    to   ratify  the  ele&ion  of 
the  eaftern  armies,   and  to  confer  on  their  chief 
all  the  feveral  branches  of  the  Imperial  dignity : 
the  names   of  Caefar  and  Auguftus,  the  title  of 
Father  of  his  country,  the  right  of  making  in  the 
fame  day  three  motions  in  the  fenate^',  the  office 

**  Vopifcut  in  Hi  ft.  Aiiguft.  p.  437.  The  date  of  the  letter  is 
siTuredly  faulty.     Indeed  of  Non.  Fehrtuar,  we  may  read  Nm*  Augu/l, 

*7  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  ijt.  It  is  odd,  that  the  fenate  ihould  treat 
Probus  lefi  favourably  (ban  Marcus  Antoninus.  That  prince  had 
•  received,  even  before  the  death  of  Pius,  Jut  ^intst  rtUtwwit*  See  Ca- 
pitolin*  in  Hift.  A"gull.  p.  24.. 
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erf"  Pontifex  Maximus,  the  tribunitian  power,  and  ^  ^  a  v. 
the  proconfular   command;    a    mode  of  invefti-   s^— ,.w 
ture,  which,   though    it  feemed   to  multiply  the 
authority  of  the  emperor,  expreffed  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  ancient  republic.     The  reign  of  Pro- 
bus  correfponded  with  this  fair  beginning.     The 
fenate   was  permitted  to  direct  the  civil  admini- 
ftratioA  of  the  empire.      Their  faithful   general 
^iflerted  the  honour  of  the  Roman  arms,  and  often 
laid  at  their  feet  crowns  of  gold  and   barbaric 
trophies^  the   fruits  of  his  numerous  viSories*'. 
Yet,  wbilft  he  gratified  their  vanity,  he  miift  fe- 
cretly  have  defpifed  their  indolence  alid  weaknefs* 
Though  it  was  every  moment  in  their  power  to 
repeal  the  difgracefui  edid  of  Gallienus,  the  proud 
fucceflbrs  of  the  Scipios  patiently  acquiefced   in 
their  exclufions  from  all   military  employments* 
They  foon  experienced,  that  thofe  who  refufe  the 
fword,  muft  renounce  the  fceptre. 

The  -ftrength  of  Aurelian  had  cruflied  on  every   viaones 
fide  the  enemies  of  Rome.     After  his  death  they  ^[^^"Je* 
feemed  to  revive  with  an  increafe  of  fury  and  of  barbarian*. 
numbers.     They  were  again  vanquifhed  by  the 
adive  vigour  of  Probus,  who,  in  a  ihort  reign  of 
about  fix  years  *•,  equalled  the  fame  of  ancient 
heroes,  and   reftored   peace  and  order   to  every 
province  of  the  Roman  world.     Hie  dangerous 

**  See  the  dutiful  letter  of  Probus  to  the  fenate,  after'  bis  German 
viAories.     Hift.  Auguft.  p.  aS9* 

^9  The  date  and  duration  of  the  reign  of  Probus  are  very  correAIy 
afcerrained  by  Cardinal  Norris,  in  his  learned  work,  De  Epochis  Syro* 
Macedonum,  p.  96—105.  A  paflage  of  Eufebius  conne6ts  the  fe- 
cond  year  of  Probus,  with  the  eras  of  fevcral  of  the  Syrian  cities. 
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CHAP,  frontier  of  Rhsetia  he  fo  firmly  fecured,  that  he 
left  it  without  the  fufpicion  of  an  enemy.  He 
broke  the  wandering  power  of  the  Sarmatian 
tribes,  and  by  the  terror  of  his  arms  compelled 
thofe  barbarians  to  relinquifh  their  fpoil.  The 
Gothic  nation  courted  the  alliance  of  fo  warlike 
an  emperor  '^  He  attacked  the  Ifaurians  in  their 
mountains,  befieged  and  took  feveral  of  their 
ilrongeft  caftlcs",  and  flattered  himfelf  that  he 
liad  for  ever  fupprefled  a  domeftic  foe,  whofe  in- 
dependence fo  deeply  wounded  the  majefty  of  the 
empire.  The  troubles  excited  by  the  ufurper 
Firmus  in  the  Upper  Egypt,  had  never  been  per- 
fe£lly  appeafed,  aind  the  cities  of  Ptolemais  and 
Coptos,  fortified  by  the  alliance  pf  the  Blemmyes, 
ftill  maintained  an  obfcure  rebellion.  The  chaf- 
tifement  of  thofe  cities,  and  of  their  auxiliaries 
the  favages  of  the  South,  is  faid  to  have  alarmed 
the  court  of  Perfia  '*,  and  the  Great  King  fued  in 
vain  for  the  friendfhip  of  Probus.  Mofl  of  the 
exploits  which  difiinguifiied  his  reign,  were  at- 
chieved  by  the  perfonal  valour  and  conduft  of 
the  emperor,  infomuch  that  the  writer  of  his  life 
exprefles  fome  amazement  how,  in  fo  fliort  a  time, 
a  fingle  man  could  be  prefent  in  fo  many  diftant 
wars*  The  remaining  aftions  he  intruded  to  the 
care  of  his  lieutenants,    the  judicious  choice  of 

so  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  139. 

Jt  Zofimus  (I.  i.  |).  6x— 65.)  lelU  a  very  long  anJ  trifling  ftory  of 
Lycius  the  Ifauiian  robber. 

I»  Zofim.  1.  i.  p.  6s*  Vopifcus  in  Hlft.  Auguft,  p.  239,  140.  But 
it  feeiDS  incredible,  that  the  defeat  of  the  favagtt  of  J£ihiopia  couid 
afic6l  the  Perfian  monarch. 
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vhom  forms  no  inconfiderable  part  of  his  glory.  ^  ^^^  p- 
Carus,   Diocletian,    Maximian,  Conftantius,   Ga-  ^■-■-w"*^^^ 
lerius,  ATclepiodatus,  Annibalianus,  and  a  crowd 
of  other  chiefs,  who  afterwards  afcended  or  fup- 
ported   the  throne,  were  trained  to  arms  in  the 
icTerc  fchool  of  Aurelian  and  Probus". 

But  the  moft  important  fervice  which  Probus  A.D.S77. 

rendered  to  the  republic,  was  the  deliverance  of  q*^{^[J^ 

Gaul,  and    the  recovery  of   feventy   flourifliing  the  inra- 

cities   oppreffed  by  the  barbarians   of  Germany,  G^i^aii*, 

who,  fmce  the  death  of  Aurelian,  had  ravaged 

that   great  province  with   impunity**.      Among 

the  various  multitude  of  thofe  fierce  invaders,  we 

may  di(lingui(h,  with  fome   degree   of  clearnefs, 

three  great  armies,  or  rather  nations,  fucceffively 

vanquifhed  by  the  valour  of  Probus.     He  drove 

back  the  Francs  into  their  moraffes;  a  defcrip- 

live  circumftance  from  whence  we  may  infer,  that 

the  confederacy  known  by  the  manly  appellation 

of  Free^  already  occupied  the  flat  maritime  coun,* 

try,  interfered  and  almoft  overflown  by  the  ftag- 

natmg  waters  of  the  Rhine,  and  that  feveral  tribes 

of  the  FHiians  and  Batavians  had  acceded  to  their 

alliance.       He   vanqniflied    the    Burgundians,    a 

confiderable  people  of  the  Vandalic  race.     They 

had  wandered  in  quell  of  booty  from  the  banks 

of  the  Oder  to  thofe  of  the  Seine.    They  efteem- 

ed  themfelves  fuffidently  fortunate   to  purchafe^ 

by  the  reftitutiqn  of  all  their  booty,  the  permif- 

SI  Bcfides  thefe  welUknown  chiefs,  fcvtral  othert  arc  named  by 
VopifcuB  (Hift.  Avguft.  p.  ft4i.}i  wbofe  aAions  have  not  reached  our 
knowledge. 

14  Sc«  the  Casfars  of  Julian,  and  HUI.  Auguft  p.^i%.  1401  a^i. 
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CHAP.    (Jon'  of  an  undifturbed  retreat.    They  attempted 
y.f^tm'.'im^'  to  cludc  that  article  of  the  treaty.     Their  punifh* 
ment  was  immediate  and  terrible"*     But  of  all 
the  invaders  of  Gaul,  the  mod  formidable  were 
the  I^ygians,  a  didant  people  who  reigned  over 
a  wide  domain  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland  and  Si- 
lefia  '*.     In  the  Lygian  nation,  the  Aril  held  the 
firft  rank  by  their  numbers  and  fiercenefs.     "  The 
**  Arii  (it  is  thus  that  they  are  defcribed  by  the 
•*  energy  of  Tacitus)    ftudy  to  improve  by  art 
**  and  circumftances  the^  innate  terrors  of  their 
^^  barbarifm.       Their    {hields    are    black,    their 
^^  bodies  are  painted  black.     They  chufe  for  the 
"  combat  the  darkefl:  hour  of  the  night.    Their 
'^  hod  advances,  covered  as  it  were  with  a  fune- 
*'  real  fcade  "  ;  nor  do  they  often  find^an  enemy 
<^  capable  of  fu  Gaining  fo  ftrange  and  infernal  an 
^<  afped.    .  Of  all  our  fenfes,   the  eyes  are  the 
«  firft  vanquilhed  in  battle*"/*      Yet  the  arms 
and  difcipline   of  the  Romans  eafily  difcomfited 
thefe  horrid  phantoms.     The  Lygii  were  defeated 
in  a  general  engagement,  and  Semno,  the  mod: 
renowned  of  their  chiefs,  fell  alive  into  the  hands 
q{  Probus.    That  prudent  emperor,  unwilling  to 
reduce  a  brave  people  to  defpair,  granted  them 
an  honourable  capitulation,  and  permitted  them 

35  Zofimus,  I.  f.  p.  6z.  Hid.  Auguft.  p.  140.  But  the  latter 
fuppofes  the  punifhment  iViiiified  with  the  conlent  of  their  kings  j  if 
Sof  it  was  partial^  like  the  offence. 

i^  See  Cluver.  Germania  Antiqua,  1.  iii.  Ptolemy  placet  in  their 
country  the  city  of  Califia,  probably  C'aliAi  in  Silefia. 

S7  Feralii  Mmhra,  is  the  expreiTion  of  Tsiciius  t  it  is  furely  a  Very  bold 
one.  • 

s^  Tacit.  Germania  (c.  43.). 
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to  tetiim  in  fafety  to  their  native  country.  But  ^  "  ^  p. 
the  Joffes  which  they  fuffered  in  the  march,  the 
battle,  and  the  retreat,  broke  the  power  of  the 
nation:  nor  is  the  Lygiah  name  ever  repeated 
in  the  hiftory  either  of  Germany  or  of  the  empire* 
The  deliverance  of  Gaul  is  reported  to  have  cod 
the  lives  of  four  hundred  thoufand  of  the  invad« 
ers;  a  work  of  labour  to  the  Romans,  and  of 
expence  to  the  emperor,  who  gave  a  piece  of 
gold  for  the  head  of  every  barbarian '^  But  as 
the  fame  of  warriors  is  built  on  the  deftrirdion 
of  human  kind,  we  may  naturally  fufped,  that 
the  fanguinary  account  was  muhipiied  by  the 
avarice  of  the  Ibldiers,  and  accepted  without  any 
very  fevere  examination  by  the  liberal  vanity  of 
Probus. 

Since  the  expedition  of  Maximin,  the  Roman  and  carries 
generals  had  confined  their  ambition  to  a  defen-  JllJo^J^g*. 
five -war  againft  the  nations  of  Germany,  who  many. 
perpetually  prefled  on   the  frontiers  of  the  em« 
pire.       The   more    daring   Probus   purfued    his 
Gallic  vidories,  pafled  the  Rhine,  and  difplayed 
his  invincible  eagles  on  the  banks   of  the  Elbe 
and  the  Neckar.    He  was  fully  convinced,  that 
nothing  could  reconcile  the  minds   of  the  bar- 
barians to  peace,  unlefs  they  experienced  in  their 
own  country  the  calamities  of  war.     Germany, 
exhaufted  by  the  ill   fuccefs  of  the  lad  emigra*^ 
tion,   was  aftoniflied  by  his  pfefence.      Nine  of 
the    moil   confiderable    princes    repaired   to   his 
camp,  and   fell'  proftrate  at   his  feet.      Such  a 


19  VopifcuB  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  23S4 
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treaty  was  humbly  received  by  the  GermsCns,  M 
it  pleafed  the  conqueror  to  didace.     He  exa£led 
a  ftrifl    reftitution    of  the    efteds  and    captives 
which  they  had  carried  away  from  the  provinces  ; 
and  obliged  their  own  magiftrates  to  puniQi  the 
more  obftinate  robbers  who  prefumed  to  detain 
any  part  of  the  fpoil.     A  confiderable  tribute  of 
corn,  cattle,  and  horfes,  the  only  wealth  of  bar« 
barians,  was  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifons 
which  Probus  eftabliflied  on  the  limits  of  their 
territory.      He   even   entertained  fome   thoughts 
/    of  compelling   the    Germans    to    relinquifli    the' 
exercife  of  arms,  and  to  truft  their  differences  to 
the  juftice,  their  fafety  to  the  power,  of  Rome. 
IV  accompliffi   thefe  falutary  ends,  the  conilant 
relidence  of  an  Imperial  governor,  fupported  by 
a  numerous  army,    was    indifpenfably  requiHte. 
Probus    therefore  judged  it   more  expedient  to 
defer  the  execution  of  fo  great  a  defign;  which 
was  indeed  rather  of  fpecious  than  foiid  utility  ^\ 
Had  Germany  been  reduced  into  the  ftate  of  a 
piovince,  the  Romans,  with  immenfe  labour  and 
expence,  would  have  acquired  only  a  more  ex* 
tenfive  boundary  to  defend  againfl  the  fiercer  and 
more  adive  barbarians  of  Scytbia. 
HebtiiMs        Inftead    of   reducing    the    warlike   natives   of 
from  the     Germany  to  the   condition    of  fubjefts,   Probus 
Rhine  to     contented  himfelf  with  the  humble  expedient  of 
nube.         raifmg    a  bulwark  againft   their    inroads.      The 
country,  which  now  forms  the  circle  of  Swabia, 

40  HtA.  Augufl.  p.  238,  2 39*  Vopifcut  quotes  a  letter  fi'oin  the 
emperor  to  the  fen  ate,  in  which  be  mcntioos  h\%  dcfign  of  reducing 
Germany  into  a  province* 
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had  been  left  defert  in  the  age  of  Auguftus  by  chap. 
the  emigration  of  its  ancient  inhabitants  ^\    The  ^^-^^w 
imifity  of  the  foil  foon  attra6)^ed  a  new  colony 
from  the  adjacent  provinces  of  GauL      Crowds 
of  adrenturers,  of  a  roving  temper  and  of  des- 
perate fortunes,  occupied  the  doubtful  poffeffion^ 
aad  acknowledged,  by  the  payment  of   tythes^ 
the  majefty  of  the  empire  **.     To  protcft  thefe 
new  fid>je£b,  a  line  of  frontier    garrifons  was 
gradually  extended  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Da- 
nube.    About  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  when  that 
mode  of  defence  began    to  be  pradifed,    thefe 
garrifons  were  connefted  and  covered  by  a  ftrong 
intrenchment  of   trees    and    palifades.      In  the 
place  of  fo  rude  a  bulwark,  the  emperor  Probus 
coaftruAed  a  ftone-wall  of  a  conifiderable  height, 
and  ftrengtfaened  it  by  towers  at  convenient  dif- 
tances.     From  the    neighbourhood  of  Newftadt 
and  Ratifbon  on  the  Danube,  it  ftretched  acrofs 
hitls,    valUes,    livers,    and    morafies,    as   far  as  , 
Wknpfen  on  the  Necker,  and  at  length  termi* 
nated  oa  the  banks  df  the  Rhine,  after  a  wind- 
ing courfe  of  near  two  hundred  miles*'.    This 
important     barrier,     uniting     the    two    mighty 
ftrcams  that,  proteAed  the  provinces  of  Europe, 
feemcd  to  fill  up  the  vacant  fpace  through  which 

4«  Stnbo,  I.  Tii.  According  to  Velleiut  Paterculot  (H.  ioS.)» 
Maroboduu*  led  his  M>cromahiii  into  Bohemia  :  Cluveriut  (Germao. 
Antiq.  Tii.  8.)  proi:es  that  it  was  from  Swabia. 

♦»  Thefe  fettiers,  from  the  payment  of  tythes,  were  denoaraiiated 
l>Kamtts.    Tacit.  Gennaniay  c.  19. 

«  See  Notes  de  TAbU  de  la  Bleterie  a  la  Germanic  de  Tacite, 
h  it).  Hit  account  of  the  wall  it  chiefly  bofrowtd  (at  he  fayt 
Uffiftlf)  from  tlie  jtlfatU  niujlrats  of  Schcepflin. 
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c  HA  p.  the  barbarians,  and  particularly  the  Alemannr^ 
^■— ^v>w  could  penetrate  with  the  greateft  facility  into  the 
heart  of  the  empire.  '  But  fhe  experience  of  the 
world,  from  China  to  Britain,  has  expofed  the 
vain  attempt  of  fortifying  an  extenlive  traft  of 
country  **.  An  aftive  enemy,  who  can  feleft 
and  vary  hh  points  of  attack,  muft,  in  the  end, 
difcover  fome  feeble  fpot,  or  fome  unguarded 
moment.  The  ftrength  as  well  as  the  atten- 
tion of  the  defenders  is  divided ;  and  fuch  are 
the  blind  effefts  of  terror  on  the  firmed  troops, 
that  a  line  broken  in  a  (ingle  place  is  almoft 
inftantly  deferted.  The  fate  of  the  wall  which 
Probus  erefted,  may  confirm  the  general  obferv- 
ation.  Within  a  few  years  after  his  death,  it 
was  overthrown  by  the  Alemanni.  Its  fcattered 
,  ruins,  univerfaliy  afcribed  to  the  power  of  the 
Daemon^  now  ferve  only  to  excite  the  wonder  of 
the  Swabian  peafant. 
infrviuc  Among  the  ufeful  conditions  of  peace  rmpofed 
fc"tiemcnt  ^Y  P'^obus  on  the  vanquiflied  nations  of  Ger- 
cf  the  bar.  many,  was  the  obligation  of  fupplying' the  Ro- 
man army  with  fixteen  thoufand  recruits,  the 
braveft  and  moft  robuft  of  their  youth.  The 
emperor  difperfed  them  through  all  the  provinces, 
and  diftributed  this  dangerous  reinforcement  in 
fmall  bands  of   fifty   or  fixty  each,  among  the 

44.  Sec  Kecherchcs  fur  lesCliinois  et  les  Egyptiensi  torn.  ii.  p.  Sr-« 
101.  The  anonymou»  author  is  well  acquainte<l  with  the  globe  ia 
general,  and  with  Germafiy  in  particular :  wiih  iTgard  to  the  latter, 
he  quotes  a  work  of  M.  Hanftrlmsn  |  but  he  fteins  to  confound  the 
Wall  of  Probus,  (iefi^^ned  againft  the  Alemanni,  with  the  foitification 
ut  the  Mattiaci,  cxnHruAeJ  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fra«kfort  againfi 
the  Catti. 
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national  troops ;  judicioully  obferving,  that  the 
aid  vhich  the  republic  derived  from  the  barba* 
riansy  (hould  be  felt  but  not  feen**.  Their  aid 
was  now  become  necefTary.  The  feeble  elegance 
of  Italy  and  the  internal  provinces  could  no  Jonger 
fupport  the  weight  of  arms.  The  hardy  frontier 
of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  flill  produced  minds 
and  bodies  equal  to  the  labours  of  the  camp ; 
but  a  perpetual  feries  of  wars  had  gradually 
diminiflied  their  numbers.  The  infrequency  of 
marriage,  and  the  ruin  of  agriculture,  affeded 
the  principles  of  population,  and  not  only  de- 
firoyed  the  ftrength  of  the  prefent,  but  inter- 
cepted the  hope  of  future  generations.  The 
wifdom  of  Probus  embraced  a  great  and  bene- 
ficial plan  of  replenifhlng  the  exhaufted  frontiers, 
by  new  colonies  of  captive  or  fugitive  barbarians, 
on  whom  he  beftowed  lands,  cattle,  inftruments 
of  hufbandry,  and  every  encouragement  that 
might  engage  them  to  educate  a  race  of  foldiers 
for  the  fervice  of  the  republic.  Into  Britain, 
and  moll  probably  into  Cambridgefliire  **,  he 
tranfported  a  confiderable  body  of  Vandals. 
The  impoiEbility  of  an  efcape  reconciled  them 
to  their  fituation,  and  in  the  fubfequent  troubles 
of  that  ifland,  they  approved  themfelves  the 
moft  faithful  fervants  of  the  ftate  *'.     Great  niim- 

4f  He  diftributcd  sbout  fifty  or  fixty  barbartant  to  a  Numtna,  at  h 
wat  then  called,  a  corp»  with  wliofe  cAabliflied  number  we  are  sot  ex- 
adly  acquainted. 

*«  Camden's  Britannia,  Introduaion,  p.  136.5  but  he  fpeaka  from 
a  very  doubtful  conjeflurc. 

♦7  Zoiimoa*  1.  i.  p.  6*.  According  to  Voptfcuf^  anocber  body  of 
Vaadals  was  lefs  faithful. 
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bers  of  Franks  and  Gepidse  were  fettle'd  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine.  An  hua* 
dred  thoufand  Baftarnae,  expelled  from  their  own 
country,  cheerfully  accepted  an  eftablifliment  in 
Thrace,  and  fooi\  imbibed  the  manners  and  fen- 
timents  of  Roman  fubjeSs*'.  But  the  expeft- 
ations  of  Probus  were  too  often  difappointed. 
The  impatience  and  idlenefs  of*  the  barbarians 
could  ill  brook  the  flow  labours  of  agriculture. 
Their  unconquerable  love  of  freedom,  rifing 
againft  defpotifm,  provoked  them  into  hafty  rebel- 
,  lions,  alike  fatal  to  themfelves  and  to  the  pro- 
vinces ^ ;  nor  could  thefe  artificial  fupplies,  how- 
ever repeated  by  fucceeding  emperors,  reftore  the 
important  limit  of  Gaul  and  Illyricum  to  its  ancient 
and  native  vigour. 
Darinfiren.  Of  all  the  barbarians  who  abandoned  their 
thcFnnifi.  ^^^  fcttlements,  and  difturbed  the  public  tran- 
quillity, a  very  fmall  number  returned  to  their 
own  country.  For  a  ihqrt  feafon  they  might 
wander  in  arms  through  the  empire ;  but  in  the 
end  they  were  furely  deftroyed  by  the  power  of 
a  warlike  emperor.  The  fuccefsful  raihnefs  of  a 
party  of  Franks  was  attended,  however,  with 
fuch  memorable  confequences,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  paffed  unnoticed.  They  had  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  Probus  on  the  fea-coaft  of  Pontus, 
with  a  view  of  ftrengthening  the  frontier  againft 
the  inroads  of  the  Alam'.  A  fleet  ftationed  in 
one  of  the  harbours  of  the  Euxine,  fell  into  the 

♦»  Hift.  Augiift.  p.  «4o.    They  were  probably  expelled  by  the 
Gorhs.    Zofim.  ].  i.  p.  66. 
'49  Bfft.  AoguiU  p.  S40. 
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hands  of 'the  Franks  j  and  they  refolved,  through  chap. 
Unknown  feas,  to  explore  their  way  from  the  ^^^^^^^f 
mouth  of  the  Phalis  to  ttat  of  the  Rhine. 
They  eafily  efcaped  jhfough  the  Bofphorus  and 
the  riellefpbnt,  and  cruifihg  along  the  BJledi- 
Cerranean,  indulged  their  appetite  for  revenge 
and  pluilder,  by  frequent  rfefcents  on  tlie  unfuf- 
pefting  fiiores  of  Afia,  Greece,  and  Africa.  The 
opufent  city  of  Syracufe,  in  wHofe  port  the 
navies  of  Athens  and  Cartl^a^e  had  formerly 
been  funk,  was  facked  by  a  handful  of  barba^ 
rians,  who  maffacred  the  greateft  part  of  the 
trembling  inhabitants.  From  the  ifland  of  Sicily, 
the  Franks  proceeded  to  the  columns  of  Her- 
cules, trufted  themfelves  to  the  ocean,  coa(ted 
round  Spain  and  Gaul,  and  fteerbg  their  tri- 
umphant courfe  through  the  Britifli  channel,  at 
length  finiihed  their  furprifing  voyage,  by  land- 
ing in  fafety  on  the  Baravian  or  Frifian  ihores  **. 
The  example  of  their  fuccefs,  inflrufting  their 
countrymen  to  conceive,  the  advantages,  and  to 
defpife  the  dangers,  of  the  fea,  pointed  out  to 
their  enterprifing  fpirit,  a  new  road  to  wealth  and 
glory. 

Notwithftanding  the  vigilance  and  afkivity  of  RcvoUof 
Probus,  it  was  almoft  impoffible  that  he  could  at  Satuminus 
once  contam  m  obedience  every  part  of  his  wide- 
extended  dominions.  The  barbarians,  who  broke 
their  chains,  had  feized  the  favourable  opportunity 
of  a  domeftic  war.  When  the  emperor  marched 
lo  the  relief  of  Gaul,  he  devolved  the  command 


f0  Panegyr.  Vet.  v.  iS.    Zpfimut,  1.  i.  p.  66. 
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^  "it  ^'   ^^  '^^  ^^^  ^^  Saturninus.    That  general,  a  m^n 
^->^>^'^— '  of  merit  and  experience,  was  driven  into  rebel- 
lion by  the  ^bfence  of  his  fovereigyi,  the  levity 
of  the  Alpxanidrian  people,  the  preffing  inftances 
of  hi3  friends,  and  his  own  fears ;  but  from  th^ 
moment  of  his  elevation,  he  never  entertained  a 
hope  of  empire,  or  even  of  life.     "  Alas!*'   he 
faid,  ^*  the  republic  has  loft  a  ufeful  fervant,  and 
*'  the  rafhnefs  of  an  hour  has  deftroyed  the  fer- 
?*  vice^  of  ipany  years.    You  know  not,"  cont- 
tinned  li?j  "  the  mifery  pf  fovereign  power;  a 
^*  fword  is  perpetually  fufpended  over  our  head. 
^*  We  dread  our  very  guards,  we  diftruft  our 
^*  companions.    The  cl^oicis  of  aftipn  or  of  re- 
f^  pofe  is  no  longer  in  our  difpofjtion,    nqr   is 
•^  there  any  age,  or  char^^er,  or  condud,  that 
^*  can  proteft  us  from  the  cenfure  of  envy.     Iii 
f*  thus   exalting    ipe  to  the   throne,    you  have 
**  doomed  me  to  a  life  of  cares,  and  to  an  un* 
**  timely  fate.      The  only  confojation  which  re- 
"  mains  is,   the   affurance  that   I   (hall  not   fall 
**  alone  *'.'*    But  as  the  farmer  part  of  bis  pre- 
diftion  was  verified  by  the  vidory,    fo  the   lat- 
ter was  difappointed  by  the  clemency,  of  Probus* 
I'hat  amiable  prince  attempted  even  to  fave  the 
unhappy  Saturninus  from  the  fury  of  the  foldiers* 
He  had   more    than   once  folicited    the  ufurper 
himfelf,   to  place  fome  confidence  in  the  mercy 
AD  »79«  of  a  fovereign  who  fo  highly  efteemed  his  cha- 

J?  Vopifciis  in  Hift  Aiiguft.  p.  145,146.  The  unfortunate  orator 
bad  ftudied  iljetoric  at  Canhage,  and  vwf  therefore  more  probably  a 
Moor  (Zofim.  I.  i.  p.  60.)  thaD  a  Gauli  as  Vopifcus  calls  him. 
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rafter,  that  he  had  puniflied,  as  a  raalicious  in* 
former,  the  Brfl  who  related  the  improbable  news 
of  his  defeftton  '\  Saturninus  might,  perhaps^ 
have  embraced  the  generous  offer,  had  he  not 
been  retrained  by  the  obdinace  diftruft  of  his 
adherents.  Their  guiic  was  deeper,  and  their 
hopes  more  fanguine,  than  thofe  of  their  expe- 
rienced leader. 

The  revok  of  Saturninus  was   fcarcely  extin-  A.DfiSo. 
guifiied   in  the  Eaft,   before-  new  troubles   were  an<fpro!u! 
excited  in  the  Weft,  by  the  rebellion  of  Bonofus   ^'^"^ '" 
and   Proculus  in  Gaul.     The  moft  diftinguiftied 
merit  of  thofe  two  officers,   was  their  refpeftive 
prowefs,  of  the  one  in  the  combats  of  Bacchus, 
of  the  other  in  thofe  of  Venus  '*,  yet  neither  of. 
them    were    deftitute    of    courage   and    capacity, 
and  both  fuftained  with  honour  the  augud  cha- 
rader  which  the  fear  of  puni(hment  had  engaged 
them  to  aflfume,  till  they  funk  at  length  beneath 
the   fuperior   genius   of   Probus.      He   ufed   the 
vidory  with    his    accudomed     moderation,    and 
fpared  the  fortunes  as  well  as  the  lives  of  their 
innocent  families  ^\ 

S*  Zonara%  l.xii.  p.  63S. 

yi  A  very  fui pi  ifing  inftancc  is  recortfed  of  the  prowef$  of  Proctilui. 
He  ha.f  taken  one  hundred  Sarmatian  virgins.  The  rtft  of  the  itory 
he  iDuft  relate  in  hit  own  language  :  Ex  his  uni  noAe  decern  inivij 
omnes  canrien,  quod  in  me  erat,  mulieres  intra  dies  qaindeciin  reddidt* 
Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Augiift.  p.  14.6. 

54  Proculus,  who  was  a  native  of  Albengue  on  the  Genoefe  coaHtf 
arroe<l  two  thoufand  of  his  own  flaves.  His  riches  were  great,  but 
they  were  acquired  by  robbery.  It  was  aiteiwards  »  faying  of  bit 
family,  Nee  latrones  effc,  nee  principes  hbi  placcrc,  Vopifcus  in 
Hifi.  Augufl.  p.  247. 
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CHAP.       The  arms  of  Probus  had  now  fttppreflad    all 
^«.iii'v-^  the  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  of  the'ftate. 
Tri^ni*h"'  ^^^  "**^^  ^^^  fteady  admtniftration  cox^rmed  the 
of  the  em.    re-eftablifliment  of  the  public  traaquiUity;    nor 
g^fyPro.   ,^^g  ^jj^y^  j^£j^  jj^  ^Yie,  provinces  a  hoftile  barba- 
rian, a  tyrant,  or  even  a  robber,  to  revive  the 
piemory  of  paft  diforders.    It  was  time  that  the 
emperor  (hould  revifit  Rome,  and  celebrate  bis  own 
glory  and  the  general  happtnefs.     The  triumph 
due  to  the  valour  of  Probus  was  conduced  with 
a  magnificence  fuitable  to  his  fottune,  and  the 
people  who  had  fo  lately  admired  the  trophies  of 
4<urelian,  gazed  with  equal  pleafure  on  thofe  of 
his  herdc  fucceflfor  ''•     We  cannot,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  forget  the  defperate  courage  of  about  fbur- 
fcore  gladiators,  referved  with  near  fix  hundred 
others,    for  the  inhuman  fports  of  the  amphi- 
theatre.    Difdaining  to  flied  their  blood  for   the 
amufement   of  the    populace,    they  killed    their 
peepers,  broke  from  the  place  of  their  confine- 
ment, and  filled  the  ftreets  of  Rome  with  blood 
and    confufion.      After    an    obftinate  refinance, 
they  were  overpowered  and  cut  in  pieces  by  the 
regular  forces ;    but   they   obtained    at   les^ft  aa 
honourable  death,  and  the  fatisfa^tioii  qf  a  jufl: 
revenge  '*• 
Hisdifcl-        The   military  difcipline  which   reigned  in  the 
^^^^'         camps  of  Probus,    was   lefs   cruel  than  that  of 
Aurelian,    but  it   was   equally   rigid   and  exaft. 
The  latter  had  punifhed  the  irregularities  of  the 
foldiers    with    unrelenting    feverity,    the   former 

5S  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  ^40.  sP  Zofim.  1.  i.  p.  66. 
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prerented  *  them    by  employing    the   legions    m  chap. 
conftdnt    and    ufeful    labours.       When    Probus  v- 
commanded   in   Egypt,    he  executed  many  con* 
fiderable  works  for  the  fplendour  and  benefit  of 
that  rich  country.     The  navigation  of  the  Nile, 
fo  important  to  Rome  itfelf,  was  improved ;  and 
temples,   bridges,    porticoes,   and    palaces,    were 
conftru^ed   by  the  hands  of   the   foldiers,  who 
aded  by  turns  as  architects,  as  engineers,  and  as 
hirfbandmen ''•      It   was    reported  of  Hannibal, 
that,    in  order  to  preferre  his  troops  from  the 
dangerous  temptations  of  idlenefs,  he  had  obliged . 
them    to    form    large    plantations  of  olive  trees 
along  the  coaft  of  Africa'*.      From   a    f)milar 
principle,  Probus  exercifed  his  legions  in  cover- 
ing, with  rich  vineyards,  the  hills  of  Gaul  and 
F^nonia,  and  two  coniiderable  fpots  are  defcrib- 
ed,    which   were   entirely   dug  and   planted  by^ 
n^ary  labour'*.      One  of  thefe,  known  under 
the  name  of  Mount  Almo,    was   fituated   near 
Strmium,   the  country  where  Probus  was  bom, 
ht  which  he  ever 'retained  a  partial  affe£Hon,  and 
wfaofe   gratitude   he   endeavoured  to  fecure,  by 
a>nverting    into    tillage    a    large  and  unhealthy 
trad  of  marfliy  ground.    An  army  thus  employ- 

n  Hifr.  ^Dguil.  p.  136. 

5>  Aurel.  Viftor  in  Prob,  But  the  policy  of  Hannibal,  unnoticed 
hj  any  iiMre  aneient  writery  is  irreconcileahle  with  the  hiftory  of  his 
Itfe.  He  left  Africa  when  he  was  nine  years  old,  returned  to  it  when 
be  was  forty-five,  and  immediately  loft  bis  army  in  the  decifive  battle 
ofZama,     Livius,  xxx.  37. 

59  Hid.  Auguft,  p.  t40.  Eutrop.  ix*  17.  Aurel.  ViAor  ia 
Prob.  ViAor  Junior.  He  revoked  the  prohibition  of^Domitiah,  and 
granted  a  general  permiflion  of  planting  vines  to  th«  Gauis,  the 
BritABS,  and  the  Pannoniana* 
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ed,  conftituted  perhaps  the  mod  ufeful,  as  well 
as  the  braved,  portion  of  Roman  fubjeds. 
Hit  death.       But  in  the  profecution  of  a  favourite  fcheme, 
the  bed  of  men,  fatisfied   vrith  the  reftitude   of 
their  intennons,  are  fubjeft  to  forget  the  bounds 
of  moderation;    nor  did  Probus    himfelf  fuffici* 
*     ently  confult  the  patience   and  difpofition  of  bis 
fierce  legionaries  ^.     The  dangers  of  the  military 
profeflion  feem  only  to  be  compenfated  by  a  life 
of  pleafure  and  idlenefs ;  but  if  the  duties  of  the 
foldier  are  inceffantly  aggravated  by  the  labours 
of  the  peafant,  he  will  at   lad   fink  under  the 
intolerable  burden,  or  (hake  it  off  with  indigna* 
tion.     The  imprudence  of  Probus  Js  faid  to  have 
inflamed  the  difcontent  of  his  troops.     More  at- 
tentive to  the  intereds  of  mankind  than  to  thofe 
of  the  army,  he   expreffed  the  vain  hope,  that, 
by  the  edablifhment  of  univerfal  peace,  he  fliould 
foon  abolifh  the  neceffity  of  a  danding  and  mer- 
cenary force  *'.     The  unguarded  expreflion  prov- 
ed fatal  to  him.     In  one  of  the  hotted  days  of 
fummer,  as  he  feverely  urged  the  unwholefome 
labour  of  draining  the  marfhes  of  Sirmium,  the 
foldiers,  impatient  of  fatigue,  on  a  fudden  threw 
down  their  tools,  grafped  their  arms,  and  broke 
out  into  a  furious  mutiny.     The  emperor,  con- 
fcious  of  his  danger,  took  refuge  in  a  lofty  tower, 
condrufted   for    the    purpofe    of   furveying    the 

*o  Julian  heftows  a  fevere,  anri  indeed  cxcefTivc,  cenfure  on  the  ri- 
gour of  Probus,  who,  as  he  thinks,  almoft  deferred  his  fate. 

*•  Vopifcns  in  Hift.  A'l^ift.  p.  14.1,  He  laviHies  on  this  idle  hope 
a  large  ftock  of  very  fooiifh  eloquence. 
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progrefs  of  the  work  ^\  The  tower  was  inftantly 
forced,  and  a  thoufand  fwords  were  plunged  at 
once  into  the  bofom  of  the  unfortunate  Probus.  A-D.  »g», 

AugMU. 

The  rage  of  the  troops  fubfided  as  foon  as  it  had 
been  gratiBed.  They  then  lamented  their  fatal 
raftnefs,  forgot  the  feverity  of  the  emperor, 
whom  they  had  malTacred,  and  haftened  to  per- 
petuate,  by  an  honourable  monument,  the  memory 
of  his  virtues  and  viftories  *'. 

When  the  legions  had  indulged  their  grief  ^'^^ 
and  repentance  for  the  death  of  Probus,  their  raa«rof 
unanimous  confent  declared  Qarus,  his  Praetorian  ^•"•* 
praefed,  the  mod  deferving  of  the  Imperial 
throne.  Every  circi^mftance  that  relates  to  this 
prince  appears  of  a  mixed  and  doubtful  nature. 
He  gloried  in  the  title  of  Roman  Citizen ;  and 
affefted  to  compare  the  purity  of  his  blood, 
with  the  foreign  and  even  barbarous  origin  of  the 
preceding  emperors ;  yet  the  mod  inquifitive  of 
his  contemporaries,  very  far  from  admitting  his 
claim,  have  variouily  deduced  his  own  birth, 
or  that  of  his  parents,  from  Illyricum,  from 
Gaul,  or  from  Africa**.  Though  a  foldier,  he 
had  received  a  learned  education;  though  a 
fenator,  he  was  inveded  with  the  fird  dignity  of 

^^  Turris  ferrata.  It  feems  to  have  been  a  moveable  tower,  and 
cafed  with  iron. 

^1  Frobusy  ec  vere  probnt  (itus  eft:  Viflor  omnium  gentium  Barba- 
rarum :  viAor  etiam  tyrannorum. 

^4  Yet  all  this  may  be  conciliated.  He  was  born  at  Narhonnc  in 
lUyricum,  confounded  by  Eutropiut  with  the  more  famous  city  of 
that  name  in  Gaul.  His  father  might  be  an  African,  and  his  mother 
a  noble  Roman.  Cams  himl'elf  vias  educated  in  the  capital.  See 
^ligcr»  Anioiadverlion.  ad  Euffb*  Cbron.  p.  ^^.x. 
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CHAP,    the  army ;  and  in  an  age,  when  the  civil  and  mi- 
^_^  ^^^'   IJtary  pfofeffions  began  to  be  irrecoverably  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other,  they  were  united  in  the 
perfbn    of  Catus.      Notwrthftanding   the    fevere 
juftJce  which  he  exercifed  againft  the  affaffins  of 
Probus,  to  ^hofe    favour    and   efteem    he    was 
^        higfcly  indebted,  he  could  not  efcape  the  fufpicion 
6f  being  acceflfary  to  a  deed  from  whence  he  de- 
rived the  principal   advantage.      He  enjoyed,  at 
leaft  before  his  elevation,  an  acknowledged  cha- 
rafter   of  virtue  and  abilities^';    but  hh  auftere 
tem)pef    infenfibly    degenerated    into    morpfenefs 
and  cruelty ;  and  the  imperfeft'  writers  of  his  life 
almoti  hefitate  whether  they  fhall  not  rank  him 
In  the  number  of  Roman  tyrants ".     When  Ca- 
ms affumed  the  purple,  he  was  about  fixty  years 
of  age,  and  his  two  fons  Carinus,  and  Numerian, 
had  already  attained  the  feafon  of  manhood  •\ 
The  fenti.       The  authority  of  the  fenate  expired  with  Pro- 
ments  of     |3U5  •  j^Qf  ^gg  the  repentance  of  the  foldiers  dit 
•ndpeoplc.  played  by  the  fame  dutiful  regard  for  the  civil 
power,  which  they  had  teftified  after  the  unfor- 
tunate death  of  Aurelian.     The  eleftion  of  Carug 
was    decided  without   expefting   the   approbation 
of  the  fenate,    and  the  new  emperor  contented 

^S  Probus  had  reqnefted  of  the  fenate  an  equeftrian  (latue  and  a 
marble  palace,  at  the  public  expence,  as  a  jiift  recoropence  of  the  fio. 
giilar  merit  of  Ciirus.     Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  349* 
,  *^  Vopifcus  in  Hifl.  Auguft.  p.  14a.  249.     Julian  excludes  the 

emperor  Carus  and  both  his  fons  from  the  banquet  of  the  Carfars. 

^  John  Malela,  torn*  i.  p.  401.  But  the  authority  of  that  ignorant 
Greek  is  very  flight.  He  ridiculoufly  derives  from  Carut,  the  city  of 
Carrhae,  and  the  province  of  Caria,  the  Uttei'  of  which  is  mentioned  by - 
Homer. 

4  •  himfelf 


Digitized 


by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  93 

bimfelf  with  ;innouncing,  in  a  cold  an4  ftalely^^AP. 
epi/lle,  that  he  had  afcended  the  vacant  throne  ^\  ni,^,-i-> 
A  behaviour  fo  very  oppofite  to  that  of  his  ami- 
able  predeceflbr,  afforded  no  favourable  prefage 
of  the  new  reign ;  and  the  Romans,  deprived  of 
power  and  freedom,  aflerted  their  privilege  of 
licentious  murmurs  *•.  The  voice  of  congratula* 
tion  and  flattery  was  not  however  filent ;  and  we 
may  ftill  perufe,  with  pleafure  and  contempt,  an 
eclogue,  which  was  compofed  on  the  acceifion  of 
the  emperor  Carus.  Two  (hepherds,  avoiding 
the  noon-tide. heat,  retire  into  the  cave  of  Fau- 
nus*  On  a  fpreading  beech  they  difcover  fome 
recent  characters.  The  rural  deity  had  defcribed, 
in  prophetic  verfes,  the  felicity  promifed  to  the 
empire,  under  the  reign  of  fo  great  a  prince. 
Faunus  hails  the  approach  of  that  hero,  who^ 
receiving  on  his  (houlders  the  finking  weight  of 
the  Roman  world,  (hall  extinguiflx  war  and  fac- 
tion, and  once  again  reftore  the  innocence  and 
fecurity  of  the  golden  age  '°. 

It  is  more   than  probable,  that  thefe  elegant  carvi  de- 
trifles  never  reached  the  ears  of  a  veteran  general,  ^"'*  ***• 
who,  with  the  confent  of  the  legions,  was  pre-  tians,ana 
paring  to  execute  the  long  fufpended  defign  of  |^J^||,7  • 
the  Perfian  war.     Before  his  departure  for  this  £aft. 
diftant  expedition,  Carus  conferred   on  his  two 
fons^  Carinus  and  Numerian,  the  title  of  Cscfar^ 

^  Hid.  Aagiift.  p.  ^49.  Carat  congratulated  the  feoat^,  that  one 
of  their  own  order  was  made  emperor. 

^  Hill.  Augaft.  p.  %4%, 

70  See  the  firil  eclogue  of  Calphurnius.  The  defign  of  it  it  pre- 
fieiTid  bj  Footcneile,  to  that  of  Virgil*t  PoUio.    Sec  torn.  iii.  p.  14s. 
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sHid  invefting  the  former  with  almoft  an   equal 
fhare  of  the  Imperial  power,  direfled  the  young 
prince,  firft  to  fupprefs  fome  troubles  which  had 
arifen  in  Gaul,  and  afterwards  to  fix  the  feat  of 
his  refidence  at  Rbme,  and  to  aflume  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Weflern  provinces  ".     The  fafety  of 
Illyricum  was  confirmed  by  a  memorable  defeat 
of  the  Sarmatians ;  fixteen  thoufand  ofthofel)ar- 
barians  remained  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  the 
number  of  captives    amounted    to   twenty  thou- 
fand.    The  old  emperor,  animated  with  the  fame 
and   profpLdt    of  victory,  purfued  nis  march,  in 
'    the  midft   of  winter,    through    the  countries   of 
Thrace  and  Afia  Minor,  and  at  length,  with  his 
younger   fon  Numerian,  arrived  on  the   confines 
of  the  Perfian  monarchy.     There,  encamping  on 
the  fummit  of  a  lofty  mountain,  he  pointed  out 
to  his    troops    the  opulence    and    luxury  of  the 
enemy  whom  they  were  about  to  invade. 
AeD.fS}.       The  fucceflbr  of  Ai  taxerxes,  Varanes  or  Bah- 
aidiw7eto  "^"^»  though  he  had  fubdued  the  Segeftans,  one 
the  Perfian  of  the  moft  Warlike  nations  of  Upper  Afia '%  was 
™„*  ■*"     alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the  Romans,  and  en- 
deavoured to  retard  their  progrefs  by  a  negocia- 
tion  of  peace.     His  ambaffadors  entered  the  camp 
^bout  fun-fet,  at  the  time  when  the  troops  were 
fatisfying  their  hunger  with  a  frugal  repaft.     The 
Perfians  exprefled  rheir  defire  of  being  introduced 

7t  Hi(l.  Augnft.  p.  353*    Eutropius,  ix.  iS.     PagiAnnal. 

7*  AgatbiM,  1.  iv.  p.  135.  We  find  one  of  his  fayings^in  the  Bihli- 
oih^que  Oiiencale  of  M.  d*>Ierbeloc.  *«  TUc  dcfinitign  of  bumanU]r 
**  iBcIudcf  all  other  viituct.** 
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to  the  prefcnce  of  the  Roman  emperor.     They 
were  at  length  /:ondufted  to  a  foldier,  who  was 
feated  on  the  grafs.     A  piece  of  ftale  bacon  and 
a  few  hard  peafe  compofed  his  fopper.     A  coaffe 
woollen  garment  of  purple  was  the  only  circum- 
ftance  that  announced  his  dignity.     The  confer- 
ence was  conduded  with  the  fame  difregard  of 
courtly  elegance.     Carus,  taking  off  a  cap  which 
he  wore  to  conceal  his  baldnefs,  alFured  the  am- 
baffadors,  that,  unlefs  their  mafter  acknowledged 
the  fuperiority  of  Rome,  he  would  fpeedily  render 
Perfia   as  naked   of  trees,  as  his  own  head  was 
deftitute  of  hair  ^'.     Notwithftanding  fome  traces 
of  art   and  preparation,  we  may  difcover  in  this 
fcene  the  manners  of  Cams,  and  the  fevere  fim- 
plicity  which  the  martial  princes,  who  fucceeded 
Gallienus,    had  already  redored  in   the    Roman 
camps.     The  minifters  of  the  Great  King  trem- 
bled and  retired. 

The  threats  of  Carus  were  not  )vithout  effeft.  HUrrao- 
He   ravaged    Mefopotamia,   cut   in    pieces   what-  ^Jf^^ordi. 
ever  oppofed  his  paffage,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  narydeatb. 
the  great  cities  of  Seleucia  and  Ctefiphon  (which 
feemed  to  have  furrendered  without  refiftance),  and 
carried  his  victorious  arms  beyond  the  Tygris  '*. 
He  had  feized  the  favourable  moment  for  an  in- 
vaHon.     The  Perfian  councils  were  diftraded  by 

7S  Synefiua  tells  this  ftory  of  Carinus  }  and  it  is  mttch  more  natural 
tounderftand  it  of  Carus,  than  (as  Fetavius  and  Tillemoiu  chule  to 
do)  of  Frobtis. 

74>  Vopifcut  ;n  Hift.  AuguA.  p.  250.  Eurropius,  ix.  iS.  The 
•ro  Viaors. 
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domeftic  fadions,  and  the  greater  part .  of  their 
forces  were  detained  on  the  frontiers  of  India* 
Rome  and  the  Eaft  received  with  tranfport  the 
news  of  fuch  important  advantages.  Flattery 
and  hope  painted,  in  the  mod  lively  colours,  the 
fall  of  Perfia,  the  conqueft  of  Arabia,  the  fub* 
miiEon  of  Egypt,  and  a  lading  deliverance  from 
the  inroads  of  the  Scythian  nations  ''•  But  the 
reign  of  Carus  was  deflined  to  expofe  the  vanity 
A.D.1S3.  of  prediftions.  They  were  fcarcely  uttered  be- 
^'^•^s-  fore  they  were  contradided  by  his  death;  an 
event  attended  with  fuch  ambiguous  circum* 
fiances,  that  ir  may  be  related  in  a  letter  from 
his  own  fecretary  to  the  praefed  of  the  city. 
••  Carus,'*  fays  he,  "  our  deareft  emperor,  waa 
<^  confined  by  ficknefs  to  his  bed,  when  a  furious 
*^  temped  arofe  in  the  camp.  The  darknefs 
^^  which  overfpread  the  fky  was  fo  thick,  that 
^^  we  could  no  longer  dif^inguifh  each  others 
*^  and  the  inceflant  flafhes  of  lightning  took  from 
*^  us  the  ^knowledge  of  all  that  pafled  in  the  ge« 
*'  neral  confufion.  Immediately  after-  the  moft 
*•  violent  clap  of  thunder,  we  heard  a  fudden  cry, 
^^  that  the  emperor  was  dead;  and  it  foon  ap- 
^^  peared,  that  his  chamberlains,  in  a  rage  of 
^^  grief,  had  fet  fire  to  the  royal  pavillion,  a  cir* 
^'  cumflance  which  gave  rife  to  the  report  that 
*^  Carus  was  killed  by  lightning.    But,  as  far  as 

7f  To  thft  Perfian  vidory  of  Carus,  I  refer  the  dialogue  of  the  Pbil»^ 
ftuHit  which  has  fo  long  been  an  obje^  of  (iifpote  among  the  learned. 
But  to  explain  and  juflify  my  opinfon^  would  require  a  difTertation. 
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*•  tre  have  been  able  to  inveftigate  the  truth,  his  c  h  a  i^.  * 
"  death  was  the  natural  effeft  of  his  diforder  ^/* ''  v,-.i-v-^ 
The  vacancy,  of  the  thtone  was  not  produftive  ^^'•/V*^* 
of  any   difturbancci     The  ambitioii  of  the  afpir-  hU  two 
ihg  generals  was  checked  by  their  mutual  fears,  n^^g^^^jf"" 
and  yovmg  Numerian,  with   his   abfent  brother  Numerian* 
Carinus,  were  unanimoufiy  acknowledged  as  Ito- 
man  emperors.      The  public  cxpefted  that  the 
fiicceflbr  of  Carus  would  purfue  his  father's  foot^ 
fteps,  and  without  allowing  the  Perfians  to  re- 
cover  from   their    confternation,  would   advance 
fword  in  hand  to  the  palaces  of  Sufa  and  Ecba- 
tana  '^.     But  the  legions,  however  ftrong  in  num- 
bers 9Xid  difcipline,  were  difmayed  by  the  moft 
abjefl  fuperftition.     Notwithftahding  all  the  arts- 
that  urere  praftifed  to  difguife  the  manner  of  the 
late  emperor's  death,  it  was  found  impoffible  to 
remov'e   the  opinion   of  the  multitude,   and   thd 
power  of  opinion  is   irrefiftible.     Places  of  per- 
fow  Itruck  with  lightning  were  eonfidered-  by-  the 
ancients  with  pious  horror,  as  fmgularly  devoted 
to  the  wT^th  of  Heaven'*.     An  -oracle  was  re* 
membered,  which  marked  the  river  Tigris  as  the 
fatal  boundary  of  the  Roman  arms.     The  troops,    . 
terrified  with  the  fete  of  Carus  and  with  their  own 
danger,  called  aloud  on  young  Numerian  to  obey 
the  will  of  the  gods,  and  to  lead  them  away  from 

76  Hift.  Aoguil.  p.  150.  Yet  Eutropius,  Fe(lus»  Rofu?^  the  twa 
V triors,  Jerome,  Sidonius  ApoUinarts,  SyncelluS)  ^and  Zonaras,  alf 
afcribe  the  death  of  Carus  to  lightning* 

7T  Sec  KemefiaD.     Cynegeticon,  v.  71,  &c. 

7>  See  Fellus  and  his  conomentators,  on  the  word  Scrihomanumm 
PUea  ftruck  with  lightning,  were  Rirrounded  with  a  wall :  things  were 
buried  with  myfterious  ceremony. 

Vol.  II.  H  this 
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CHAP,  this-  inaufpicious  fcene  of  war.  The  feeble  em- 
pcror  was  unable  to  fubdue  their  obftinate  preju- 
dice, and  the  Perfians  wondered  at  the  unexpedlcd 
retreat  of  a  viftorious  enemy  ^^ 

A.D.384.  The  intelligence  of  the  myfterious  fate  of  the 
late  emperor,  was  foon  carried  from  the  frontiers 
pf  Perfia  to  Rome  ;  and  the  fenate,  as  well  as  the 
provinces,  congratulated  the  acceffion  of  the  fons 
of  Carus.  Thefe  fortunate  youths  were  flrangers, 
however,  to  that  confclous  fuperiority,  either  of 
birth  or  of  merit,  which  can  alone  render  the 
polfeffion  of  a  throne. eafy,  and  as  it  were  natural. 
Born  and  educated  in  a  private  (lation,  the  elec- 
tion of  their  father  raifcd  them  at  oiure  to  the 
r^ink  of  princes ;  and  his  death,  which  happened 
about,  fixteen  months  afterwards,  left  them  the 
unexpefted  legacy  of  a  vaft  empire.  To  fuftaia 
with  temper  this  rapid  elevation,  an  uncommon 
(hare  of  virtue  and  prudence  was  requifite ;  and 
Carinus,  the  elder  of  the  brothers,  was  more 
than  commonly  deficient  in  thofe  qualities.  In 
the  Gallic  war,  he  difcovered  fome  degree  of 
perfonal  courage  ^^ ;  but  from  the  moment  of  bis 
arrival  at  Rome,  he  abandoned  himfelf  to  the 
luxury  of  the  capital,  and  to  the  abufe  of  his 
fortune.  He  was  foft,  yet  cruel ;  devoted  to 
pleafure,  but  ddlitute  of  tafte;  and  though  ez< 
quifitely  fufceptible  of  vanity,  indifferent  to  the 
public  efteem.     In  the  courfe  of  a  few  months, 

79  Vopifcus  in  mat.  Augiift.  p.  450,     Aurelius   Vidor  feems  to 
believe  fbe  piedi^ion,  and  to  a^jprove  the  retreat. 

^o  Neoiefian.  C^negcticon^  v.  69.     He  was  a  contemporary,  but  a 

fOtft. 
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he  fucceffively  married  and  divorced  nine  wives,  chap. 
moft  of  whom  he  left  pregnant ;  and  notwith-  v^.^,-1.^ 
flanding  this  legal  inconftancy,  found  time  to 
indulge  fuch  a  variety  of  irregular  appetites,  as 
brought  diflionour  on  himfelf  and  on*  the  nobleft 
houfes  oiF  Rome.  He  beheld  with  inveterate  ha- 
tred all  thofe  who  might  remember  his  former 
obfcurity,  or  cenfure  his  prefent  conduft.  He 
baniflied,  or  put  to  death,  the  friends  and  coun- 
fellors  whom  his  father  had  placed  about  him,  to 
guide  his  inexperienced  youth ;  and  he  perfecuted 
with  the  meaneft  revenge  his  fchool- fellows  and 
companions,  who  had  not  fufEciently  refpefted 
the  latent  majefty  of  the  emperor.  With  the  fe- 
nators,  Carinus  afFefted  a  lofty  and  regal  de- 
meanour, frequently  declaring,  that  he  defigned 
to  diftiibute  their  eftates  among  the  populace  of 
Rome,  From  the  dregs  of  that  populace,  he 
fele£led  his  favourites,  and  even  his  miniiiers. 
The  palace,  and  even  the  Imperial  table,  was 
filled  with  fingers,  dancers,  proftitutes,  and  all 
the  various  retinue  of  vice  and  folly.  One  of 
his  door-keepers  *'  he  intruded  with  the  govern-j' 
ment  qf  the  city.  In  the  room  of  the  Praetorian 
praefeft,  whom  he  put  tolieath,  Carinus  fubfti- 
tuted  one  of  the  minifters  of  his  loofer  pleafures. 
Another  who  poITeired  the  fame,  or  even  a  more 
bfamous,  title  to  favour,  was  invefted  with  the 
confulflup.     A  confidential   fccretary,.  who    had 

'<  CanreUurius,^  This  word,  fg  humble  in  its  origini,  has  by  a 
finguUr  fortune  rofe  into  the  ritU  of  the  fiift  great  officcjot  ilate  in 
the  monarchies  of  Europe.  See  Calaubon  and  Salm'alms.^ad  Hift. 
Augaft.  p. 2$%. 
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CHAP,   atquired  uncommon  fldll  in  the  art  of  forgery, 
<^-^,-w  delivered   the  indolent    emperor,    with   his   own 
confent,  from  the   irkfome  duty   of  figning   his 
name. 

When  the  emperor  Carus  undertook  the  Per- 
fian  war,  he  was  induced,  by  motives  of  affeftion 
as  well  as  policy,  to  fecure  the  fortunes  of  his 
family,  by  leaving  in  the  hands  of  his  eldeft  fon 
the  armies  and  provinces  of  the  Weft.  The  in- 
telligence which  he  foon  received  of  the  conduft 
of  Carinus,  filled-  him  with  (hame  and  regret ; 
nor  had  he  concealed  his  refolution  of  fatisfying 
the  republic  by  a  fevere  aft  of  juftice,  and  of 
adopting,  in  the  place  of  an  unworthy  fon,  the 
brave  and  virtuous  Conftantius,  who  at  that  time 
was  governor  of  Dalmatia.  But  the  elevation  of 
Conftantius  was  for  a  while  deferred  ;  and  as  fooa 
as  the  father's  death  had  releafed  Carinus  from 
the  controul  of  fear  or  dectncy,  he  difplaycd  to 
the  Romans  the  extravagancies  of  Elagabalus, 
aggravated  by  the  cruelty  of  Domltian  "*. 
He  celc-  The  Only  merit  of  the  adminiftration  of  Cari- 

Ronian  nus  that  hiftory  could  record  or  poetry  celebrate, 
games.  ^^^  ^.j^g  uncommon  fplendour  with  which,  in  his 
own  and  his  brother's  name,  he  exhibited  the 
Roman  games  of  the  theatre,  the  circus,  and  the 
amphitheatre.  More  than  twenty  years  after- 
wards, when  the  courtiers  of  Diocletian  repre- 
fented  to  their  frugal  fovereign  the  fame  and  po- 

^*  Vopifcufi  in  Hi((«  Auguft.  p^  9 $3,  154.  Eutropius,  ix.  19. 
Viftor  Junior.  The  reign  of  Diocletinn  indeed  was  fo  long  am!  prof- 
|ieroaft  that  it  muft  have  been  Very  unfaTourable  to  the  reputation  of 
Carinus. 
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pularity  of  his  munificent  predecefibr,  he  ac-  c  k  a  p. 
loiowledged,  that  the  reign  of  Carinus  had  in-  s^^^^^^^ 
deed  been  a  reign  of  pleafure  "• .  But  this  vain 
prodigality,  ^bich  the  prudence  of  Diocletian 
might  juftly  defpife,  was  enjoyed  with  furprife 
and  tranfport  by  the  Roman  people.  The  oldefl 
of  the  citizens,  recolleding  the  fpedacles  of  for- 
mer days,  the  triumphal  pomp  of  Probus  or  Au- 
relian,  and  the  fecular  games  of  the  emperor 
PhiUp,  acknowledged  that  they  were  all  furpaHed 
by  the  fupeuor  magnificence  of  Carinus  **. 

The   fpeftacles  of  Carinus  may   therefore  be  Speaadet 
beft  illuftrated  by  the  obfervation  of  fome  parti-  ®*  ^®™** 
cuiars,  which  hiftory  has  condefcended  to  relate 
concerning  thofie  of  his  predeceflbrs.     If  we  con-    ' 
fine  ourfelves  folely  to  the  hunting  of  wild  beafts, 
however  we  may  cenfure  the  vanity  of  the  defign 
or  the  cruelty  of  the  execution,  we  are  obliged 
to  confefs,  that  neither  before  nor  fince  the  time 
of  the  Romans,  fo  much  art  and  expence  have 
ever   been  laviftied    for   the   amufement  of  the 
peojde  *^     By  the  order  of  Probus,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  large  tr^ees,  torn  up  by  the  roots,  were 
tranfplanted  into  the  midfl:  of  the  circus.     The 
fpacioas  and  (hady  foreft  was  immediately  filled 
with   a   thoufand  oftriches,  a  thoufand  ftags,  a 

*S  Voi^ifcns  in  Hift.  AaguK.  p.  154.  He  calU  him  Cams,  b^t 
the  ficnfe  is  fufficiently  obvious,  and  the  words  were  ohen  con* 
foonded. 

'4  See  Calphurnius,  Eclog.  vii.  43.  We  m^y  obrerre,  that  the 
fpe£lac)es  of  Probus.  were  (jkiil  recent^  and  ifaat  the  jpoet  is  fcconded 
by  the  hiflorian. 

<$  The  philofopher  Montaigne  (Eflais,  l.iii.  6.)  gives  a  very  juft 
]^d  lively  view  of  Romjio  magnificence  in  thefe  f^ie^acles. 
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c  HA  P.  thoufand  fallow  deer,  and  a  thoufand  wild  boars  ; 
^  and  all  this  variety  of  game  was  abandoned  to 
the  riotous  impetuofity  of  the  multitude.  The 
tragedy  of  the  fucceeding  day  confided  in  the 
maflacre  of  an  hundred  lions,  an  equal  number 
of  lioneffes,  two  hundred  leopards,  and  three 
hundred  bears".  The,  colleftion  prepared  by 
the  younger  Gordian  for  his  triumph,  and  which 
his  fucceflbr  exhibited  in  the  fecular  games,  was 
lefs  remarkable  by  the  number  than  by  the  Angu- 
larity of  the  animals.  Twenty  zebras  difplayed 
their  elegant  forms  and  variegated  beauty  to  the 
eyes  of  the  Roman  people  *^  Ten  elks,  and  as 
many  camelopards,  the  Icfcieft  and  mofl  harmlefs 
creatures  that  wander  over  the  plains  of  Sarma- 
tia  and  ^Ethiopia,  were  contrafted  with  thirty 
African  hyaenas,  and  ten  »ndian  tygers,  the  moft 
implacable  favages  of  the  torrid  zone.  The  un- 
offending ftrength  with  which  Nature  has  en- 
dowed the  greater  quadrupeds,  was  admired  ia 
the  rhinoceros,  the  hippopotamus  of  the  Nile", 
and  a  majeftic  troop  of  thirty-two  elephants*'. 
While  the  populace  gazed  with  ftupid  wonder  on 

««  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Augttft.  p.  140. 

^7  7'hey  9re  pilled  Onagri  \  hut  the  number  is  too  inconHderable 
for  meic  wild  aflfes.  Cuper  (de  Llcphantis  Exercitat.  ii.  7.)  has 
proved  from  Oppian,  Dion,  and  an  anonymous  Greek,  that  zebras  had 
been  ften  at  Rome.  They  were  brought  from  forae  ifland  of  the 
ocean,  periiaps  Madagafcar, 

»'  (^arinus  gave  an  hippofiotamus  (fee  Calphurn.  Eclog.  vii.  66.) 
In  the  latter  Tpeftacles,  I  do  not  recoiled  any  crocodiles,  of  which 
Augustus  onceexhibite\l  thirty-fix.— Dion  CafTitis,  1.  Iv.  p.  ygi. 

'9  Capitolin.  in  Hi(l*  Auguft.  p.  164,  i6^.  We  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  animals  whom  hecilis  arcbekoHtttt  fome  read  Mrgoleontts^  others 
Mgri^emua:  both  corre6lions  arc  very  nugatory. 

'  ^  the 
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the  fplendid  (how,  the  ^naturalift  might  indeed 
obferve  the  figure  and  properties  of fo  manydif- 
ferent  fpecies,  tranrported  from  every  part  of  thh 
ancient  world  into  the  amphitheatre  of  Rome.  • 
But  this  accidental  benefit,  which  fcience  might 
derive  from  folly,  is  furely  infufficient  to  juRiff 
fuch  a  wanton  abufe  of  the  public  riches.  There 
occurs,  however,  a  fingle  inftance  in  the  firft  Puqic 
war,  in  which  the  fenate  wifely  connefted  this 
amufement  of  the  multitude  with  the  intereft  of 
the  ftate.  A  confiderable  number  of  elephants, 
taken  in  the  defeat  of  the  Carthaginian  army, 
were  driven  through  the  circus  by  a  few  flaves, 
armed  only  with  blunt  javelins ''^  The  ufeful 
fpedkacle  ferved  to  imprefs  the  Roman  foldier  with 
ajuft  contempt  for  thofe  unwieldy  animals;  and 
he  no  longer  dreaded  to  encounter  them  in  the 
ranks  of  war. 

The  hunting  or  exhibition  of  wild  beafts,  was  The  am- 
conduced  with  a  magnificence  fuitable  to  a  peo-  p5>«*»«"'«- 
pie   who   ftyled    ihemfelves   the  mafters    of   the 
world ;  nor  was   the  edifice  appropriated  to  that 
entertainment  lefs  expreflive  of  Roman  greatnefs. 
Pofterity  admires,  and  will  long  admire,  the  aw-    ' 
fill  remains  of  the  amphitheatre  of  Titus,  which 
fo  well  deferved  the   epithet   of  Coloffal  •*.      It 
was  a  building  of  an  elliptic  figure,  five  hundred 
and  fixty-four  feet  in  length,  and  four  hundred 
and  fixty-feven  in  breadth,  founded  on  fourfcore 
arches,  and  rifing,  with  four  fucccflive  orders  of 

90  Plim  Hift.  Na»Mf^:Yiii.  6.  from  the  annals  of  Pifo. 

91  SecMaffci,  Verona  II lultrata,  p.iv.  1.  i.  c.  z. 
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CHAP.  fttchite£lure,  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and 
.for.ty  feet  **.    The  outfide  of  the  edifice  was  en* 
xrrufted  vith  'marble,  and  decorated  with  ftatues* 
The  flopes  of  the  vaft  concave,   which   formed 
the  infide,  were  filled  and  furrounded  with  fixty 
or  eighty  rows  of  feats  of  marble  likewife,  co- 
vered  with    cuihions,  and    capable   of    receiving 
with  eafe  above  fourfcore  thoufand  fpeftators'^. 
3ixty.four  vomitmes  '(for  by  that  name  the  doors 
iwere  very  aptly  diftinguilhed)  poured  forth   thi5 
immenfe  multitude;  and  the  entrances,  paflages^ 
and  ftair-cafes,  were  contrived  with  fuch  exqui« 
fite  (kill,  that  each  perfon,  whether  of  the  fena? 
torial,  the  equeftrian,  or  the  plebeian  order,  a.r? 
rived  at  his  deflined  place   without  trouble  or 
^onfqfion^*.      Nothing    was  omitted  whi^h,    ia 
fuay  refped,  could  be  fubfervient  to  the  convcr 
nience  and   pleafure    of  the  fpeftators.       T|iey 
were  protedled  from  the  fun  and  rain  by    an 
^mple    canopy,    occafionally   drawn    over    their 
heads.     The  air  w^s  continually  refrelhed  by  the 
playing  of  fountains,  and  profufely   impregnated 
i>y  tl^e  grateful  fceat  of  aromatics.     In  the  centre 

9»  Maffci,  K  ji.  c.  a.  The  height  was  very  much  ex^gerated  by 
^e  ancients.  Jt  reached  almoft  to  the  heavens,  accordipj^  to  Caiphnr. 
Dtus  (Edog.  vii.  13.},  and  furpalTed  the  jcenpf  hun^an  fight,  accord- 
ing to  Am.mianiis  Marcelllnus  (xvi.  10. )•  Vet  how  tiifting  to  the 
great  pyramid  of  Bgypr,  whiqh  rifes  500  feet  perpendicular  1 
.  91  .^cording  to  different  copies  of  Viflor,  we  read  77,000,  or 
87^090  rpe6latoi'$;  but  Maffci  (1.  ii.  c.ii.)  finds  room  on  tlie  open 
ieats  for  no  more  than  ^4.,oqo.  'The  remainder  were  contained  in  the 
fipper-covei^d  galleries. 

94  See  MaiFci,  1,  ii.  c.  5— -it.  Hp  treat*  the  rery  difficult  fubjef^ 
with  all  poiBbie  cleamefs,  and  Jike  an  afrcl»fte£l|  u  well  aa  an 
f^itiqparian. 
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of  die   edifice,  the  arena^  or  ftage,  was  ftrewed  c  h  a  p« 
mth  the  fined  fand,  and  fucceilively  aflumed  th^  ^  ^^^' 
mod  different  forms.     At  one  moment  it  feemed 
to  rife  out  of  the  earth ,  like  the  garden  of  the 
Hefperides,  and   was  afterwards  broken  into  tha 
rocks  and  caverns  of  Thrace.     The  fubterraneou^ 
pipes  conveyed  an  inexhauflible  fupply  of  water ; 
and  what  had  juft  before  ajppeared  a  level  plain, 
might   be  fuddenly  converted  into  a  wide  lake, 
covered  with  armed  veffels,  and  repleniflied  with 
the  monfters  of  the  deep  ***.     In  the  decoration  of 
thefe  fcenes,  the  Roman  emperors  difplayed  their 
wealth  and  liberality ;  and  we  read   on  various 
occafions,  that  the  whole  furniture  of  the  amphi« 
theatre  confided  either  of  filver,  or  of  gold,  or 
of  amber  *%     The  poet  who  defcribes  the  games 
of  Carinus,  in  the  charafter  of  a  (hepherd  attraded 
to  the  capital  by  the  fame  of  their  magnificence, 
affirms,  that  the  nets  defigned  as  a  defence  againd 
the  wild  beafts,  were  of  gold  wire  j  that  the  por- 
ticoes  were  gilded,  and '  that  the  belt  or  circle 
which  divided  the  feveral  ranks  of  fpedtators  from 
each  other,  was  ftudded  with  a  precious  Mofaic  of 
beautiful  ftones9^ 

In  the  mid  ft  of  this  glittering  pageantry,  the  A.J>.%%^ 
emperor  Gariniis^  fecure  of  his  fortune,  enjoyed    ^P^*** 

9$  CalphurD.  Eclog.  vii.  64.  73.  Tfa^fe  lines  are  curious^  and  the 
whole  Eclogue  has  been  of  infinite  ufe  to  MaiFei.  Calphurnius>  as 
well  as  Martial  (fee  his  ^rft  book),  was  a  poet;  but  when  they  de- 
fcribed  the  annpbi theatre,  they  both  wrote  frpm  their  own  fenfes,  and 
10  thoTe  of  the  Romans. 

^  Confult  Piin.  Hift.  Natur.  xxxiii.  i6.  xxxvii.  }}^ 

p  Balteus  en  geiitmis,  en  in  lita  porticus  auro* 
f  ertatim  radiant,  &c«    Calpburn.  vii. 

the 
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c  -N  A  p.   the  acclamations  of  the  people,  the  flattery  of  his 
<— ^v^>  courtiers,  and  the  fongs  of  the  poets,  who,  for 
want  of  a  more  eflential  merit,  were  reduced  to 
celebrate  the  divine  graces  of  his  perfon  *'.     In 
the  fame  hour,  but  at  the  diftance  of  nine  hun- 
dred miles  from  Rome,  his  brother  expired ;  and 
a  fudden  revolution  transferred  into  the  hands  of 
aftranger  the  fceptre  of  the  houfe  of  Carus*'. 
Ketum  of        The  fons  of  Carus  never  faw  each  other  after 
witiTihe'"    their   father's   death.      The   arrangements  which 
army  from  their  new  fituation  required,  were   probably  de- 
ferred till  the  return  of  the  younger  brother  to 
Rome,  wher6  a  triumph  was  decreed  to  the  young 
emperors,  for  the  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  Perfian 
war  '""^     It  is  uncertain  whether  they  intended  to 
divide   between   them  the  adminillration,   or   the 
provinces,  of  the  empire ;  but  it  is  very  unlikely 
that  their  union  would  have  proved  of  any  long 
dnration.     The  jealoufy  of  power  muft  have  been 
inflamed  by  the  oppofuion  of  charafters.     In  the 
moft  corrupt  of  times,  Carinus  was  unworthy  to 
live:  Numerian  deferved  to  reign   in   a  happier 
period.     His  aflfable  manners  and   gentle  virtues 
fecured  him,  as  foon  as  they  became  known,  the 
regard  and  affeftions  of  the  public.     He  poflefled 

9^  £t  Martis  vultus  et  Apollinis  efle  putavi,  faysCaipliurnius :  but 
John  Malela,  who  ha^l  perhaps  lent)  piflures  o(  Carinus,  defcribes 
him  as  thick,  (hort,  and  white,  tom.  i.  p.  4.03. 

99  With  regard  to  the  time  when  ihtCc  Kortian  games  were  cele- 
brated, Scaliger,  Salmadus,  and  Cui^er,  have  given  themfelves  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  perplex  a  very  clear  fulijefi. 

100  Nemedanus  (in  the  Cynegeticons]  fcenis  to  anticipate  to  his 
fancy  that  aufpiciod^  day* 

the 
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the  elegant  accomplifliments  of  a  poet  and  orator,  chap. 
which  dignify  as  well  as  adorn  the  humbleft  and  .  t^^^.^ 
the  mod  exalted  ftation.  His  eloquence,  how- 
ever it  was  applauded  by  the  fenate,  was  formed' 
not  fo  much  on  the  model  of  Cicero,  as  on  that 
of  the  modern  declaimers ;  but  in  an  age  very 
far  from  being  deftitute  of  poetical  merit,  he 
contended  for  the  prize  with  the  mod  celebrated 
of  his  contemporaries,  and  ftill  remained  the 
friend  of  his  rivals  ;  a  circumftance  which  evinces 
either  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  or  the  fuperiority 
of  his  genius  '*"•  But  the  talents  of  Numerian 
were  rather  of  the  contemplative,  than  of  the  ac- 
tive kind.  When  his  father's  elevation  reluc- 
tantly forced  him  from  the  fliade  of  retirement, 
neither  his  temper  nor  his  purfuits  had  qualified 
him  for  the  command  of  armies.  His  conftitu- 
tion  was  deftroyed  by  the  hardfhips  of  the  Per- 
fian  war ;  and  he  had  contrafled,  from  the  heat 
of  the  climate  '*"*,  fuch  a  weaknefs  in  his  eyes, 
as  obliged  him,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  retreat, 
to  confine  himfelf  to  the  folitude  and  darknefs  of 
a  tent  or  litter.  The  adminiflration  of  all  affairs, 
civil  as  well  as  military,  was  devolved  on  Arrius 
Aper,  the  Frstorian  praefed,  who,  to  the  power 
of  his  important  office,  added  the  honour  of  be- 
ing  father-in-law  to  Numerian.      The  Imperial 

'^<  He  won  all  the  crowns  from  Nemefianus,  with  whom  he  vied 
in  didaflic  poetry.  The  fenate  erected  a  ftatuc  to  the  Ton  of  Carut, 
with  a  very  ambiguous  infcriptioD,  **  To  therooft  powerful  of  orators.** 
See  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Aiiguft.  p.  a5f  • 

1^  A  more  natural  caufe,  at  lead,  than  t)iat  afligned  by  Voptfcus 
(Hift,  Auguft.  p.  X5i0>  incelTantiy  weeping  for  his  father's  death. 
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pavilion  was  ftriftly  guarded  by  his  >  moft  trufty 
adherents ;  and  during  many,  days,  Aper  delivered 
to  the  army  the  fuppofed  mandates  of  their  invifible 
fovereign  "''. 
Death  ^f  It  was  not  till  eight  months  after  the  death  of 
Cams,  thai  the  Roman  army,  returning  by  flow 
inarches  from  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  arrived 
oil  thofe  of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus.  The  le- 
gions halted  at  Chalcedon  in  Afia,  while  the 
court  pafled  over  to  Heraclea,  on  the  European 
fide  of  the  Propontis '°*.  But  a  report  foon  cir- 
culated through  the  camp,  at  firft  in  fecret  whif- 
pers,  and  at  length  in  loud  clamours,  of  the  em- 
peror's death,  and  of  the  prefumption  of  his 
ambitious  minifter,  who  ilill  exerciied  the  fove- 
feign  power  in  ihe  name  of  a  prince  who  was  no 
fiiore.  The  impatience  of  the  foldiers  could  not 
long  fupport  a  ftate  of  fufpenfc.  With  rude 
curiofity  they  broke  into  the  Imperial  tent,  and 
difcovered  only  the  corpfe  of  Numerian  **"•  The 
gradual  decline  of  his  health  might  have  induced 
them  to  believe  that  hrs  death  was  natural ;  but 
the  concealment  was  interpreted  as  an  evidenee 
of  guilt,  and  the  meafures  which  Aper  had  taken 
fp  fecure  his    election,    became    the    immediate 

'01  In  Uie^erfian  war,  Aper  was  Aifpr^ed  of  a  «lcfign  Id  bfitiay 
Carus.     Hift.  Auguft.  p.  150. 

>o4  We  are  pblig^cd  ro  the  Alexandrian  Chronicle,  p.  174..  for  the 
knowledge  of  the  time  and  pUce  where  Diocletian  was  eieded  emperor* 

^°i  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  2SI*  Eutrop.  ix.  SS.  Hieronym.  in  Cbron. 
According  to  thefr /jrdlrViWs  writ£rS|  |he  death  of  Ntimeriao  watdifico- 
^ered  b^  the  ttench  of  his  dead  body,  Coi|14  00  aromatics  be  found 
in  the  Imperial  boafebuld } 

pccalio;^ 
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occafion  of  his  ruin.  Yet,  even  in  the  tranfport  chap. 
x)f  their  rage  aftd  grief,  the  troops  obferved  a  ^^^..-^^ 
regular  proceeding,  which  proves  how  firmly  dif- 
cipiine  had  been  re-eftabli(hed  by  the  martial 
fuccefibrs  of  Gallienus.  A  general  aflembly  of 
the  army  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Chalcedon, 
wMiher  Aper  was  tranfported  in  chains,  as  a 
prifoner  and  a  criminal.  A  vacant  tribunal  was 
ere£led  in  the  midft  of  the  camp,  and  the  gene- 
rals and  tribunes  formed  a*  great  military  council. 
They  foon  announced  to  the  multitude,  that  their  a.  d.  1S4. 
choice  had  fallen  bn  Diocletian,  commander  of  Ekaion'of 
the  domeftics  or  body-guards,  as  the  perfon  the  ****  !™p*j- 
moft  capable  of  revenging  and  fucceeding  their  tian. 
beloved  emperor.  The  future  fortunes  of  the 
candidate  depended  on  the  chance  or  condudl  of 
the  prefent  hour.  Confcious  that  the  ftation 
which  he  had  filled,  expofed  him  to  fome  fufpi- 
cions,  Dioctetian  afcended  the  tribunal,  and  raif- 
ing  his  eyes  towards  the  Sun,  made  a  folemn 
profitflion  of  his  own  innocence,  in  the  prefence 
of  that  alHeeing  Deity  ***.  Then,  affuming  the 
tone  of  a  fovereign  and  a  judge^  he  commanded 
that  Aper  ihould  be  brought  in  chains  to  the 
foot  of  the  tribunal.  "  This  nlan,*^  faid  he, 
"  is  the  murderer  of  Numerian  ;*'  and,  without 
giving  him  time  to  enter  on  a  dangerous  juftifi- 
cation,  drew  his  fword,  and  buried  it  in  the 
breaft  of  the  unfortunate  praefed.  A  charge 
fupported  by  fuch  decifive  proof,  was  admitted 
without  contradidtion,  and  the  legions,  with  re« 

106  Aurel.  Viflor.  Eutropius^  ix.  xo.    Hieronym.  in  Chron. 
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CHAP,    peatcd  acclamations,  acknowledged  the  juftice  and 
s.^^-1*^  authority  of  the  emperor  Diocletian  '''^ 
Defeat  and       Before  we  enter  upon  the  memorable  reign  of 
Cariftus.      that  prince,  it  will  be  proper  to  punifh  and  dif- 
mifs  the  unworthy   brother  of  Numerian.      Ca- 
linus  poflefled   arms  and'  treafures   fufficient    to 
fupport   his  legal  title   to  the  empire.      But  his 
perfonal    vices    overbalanced   every  advantage   of 
birth   and    fiiuation.     The  moft   faithful  fervjints 
of  the  father  defpifed  the  incapacity  and  dreaded 
the  cruel   arrogance  of  the  fon.     The  hearts  of 
the  people  were  engaged  in  favour  of  his  rival, 
and   even   the  fenate  was   inclined  to   prefer  an 
ufurper  to  a  tyrant.     The  arts  of  Diocletian  in- 
flamed  the  general   difcontent ;    and   the   winter 
was  employed  in  fecret  intrigues,  and  open  pre- 
A.P.  »85'  parations  for  a   civil   war.      In   the  fpring,   the 
^*      forces  of  the  Eaft  and  of  the  Weft  encountered 
each  other  in  the  plains  of  Margus,  a  fipall  city 
of  Maefia,    in    the    neighbourhood    of  the    Da- 
nube'°^      The   troops,  fo   lately  returned  from 
the  Perfian  war,  had  acquired  their  glory  at  the 
expence  of  health  and  numbers,  nor  were  they  in 
a  condition   to    contend    with    the    unexhaufted 
ftrength  of  the  legions  of  Europe.     Their  ranks 
were  broken,   and,    for    a    moment,    Diocletian 

107  Voplfcus  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  asa.  The  reafon  why  Diocletian 
killed  /ptr  (.<  wild  boar),  was  founded  on  a  prophecy  and  a  pun^  as 
foolifh  as  they  are  well  known. 

»*8  Eotropius  roarlc*  its  firuatlon  very  accurately  ;  it  was  between 
the  Mont  Aurtus  and  Viminiacum.  M.  d*Anvil]e  (Geographie 
Aticienne,  torn.  i.  p.  304.)  places  Margos  ai  KaRoIatz  in  Servia>  a 
little  below  Belgrade  and  Scmendria. 
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defpaired  of  the  purple  and  of  life.  But  the  ad- 
vanrage  which  Carinus  had  obtained  by  the 
valour  of  his  foldiers,  he  quickly  loft  by  the  infi- 
delity of  his  officers.  A  tribune,  whofe  wife  he 
had  feduced,  feized  the  opportunity  of  revenge, 
and  by  a  (ingle  blow  extinguiflied  civil  difcord  in 
the  blood  of  the  adulterer  '""^ 

|<>9  Hii}^.  Auguft.  p.  »54,  Eutropiuti  p.  ix.  so.    Aurelius  Viflor. 
VISoriD  Epirome. 
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CHAP. 

XIII. 

ElcTacion 
and  charac- 
ter of  Dio  - 


CHAP.     XIIL 

The  Reign  of  Diocletian  and  his  three  AJociaieti 
Maximian^  Galerius,  and  Con/ianfius. '^General 
Re-e/iablijhment  of  Order  and  Tranquillity. — 
The  Ferfian  War^  Viflory^  and  Triunffh.^TAe 
new  Form  of  Adnuni/lration. — Abdication  and 
Retirement  of  Diocletian  and  Ma^imian. 

A  s  the  reign  of  Diocletian  was  more  lUuf- 
^^  trious  than  that  of  any  of  his  predeceffors, 
fo  was  his  birth  more  abjedt  and  obfcure. 
The  flrong  claims  of  merit  and  of  violence  had 
aTd^iS  frequently  fuperfeded  the  ideal  prerogatives  of 
nobility ;  but  a  diftinft  line  of  feparation  was 
hitherto  preferved  between  the  free  and  the  fer- 
vile  part  of  mankind.  The  parents  of  Diocle- 
tian had  been  flaves  in  the  houfe  of  Annulinus, 
a  Roman  fenator ;  nor  was  he  himfelf  diftin- 
guiflied  by  any  other  name,  than  that  which  he 
derived  from  a  fmall  town  in  Dalmatia,  from 
wliich  his  mother  deduced  her  origin  \  It  is, 
however,  probable,  that  his  father  obtained  the 
freedom  of  the  family,  and  that  he  foon  acquired 
an  office  of  fcribe,  which   was  commonly  exer- 

■  Gutrop.  ix.  19.  ViAor  in  £pitom.  The  town  feenit  to  hare 
been  properly  called  Doclia,  from  a  fmall  tribe  of  lUyriaiu  (fee  CeU 
larius,  Gcograpb.  Antiqua,  tom.i.  p.  S93.)9  ^^^  ^^^  original  name 
of  the  fortunate  flave  was  probably  Docles}  he  firft  lengthened  it  to 
the  Grecian  harnony  of  Diodes,  and  at  length  to  the  Roman  majefty 
of  Dibcletianus.  He  likewife  afltimed  the  Patrician  namcof  Valeriut, 
and  it  is  ufually  givtn  bun  b^  Aurcliut  Viftor* 
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cifed  by  perfons  of  hU  coti4Hion\    Favourable  ^  J  ^/* 

oracles,    or  rather  the  confcioufnels  of  fuperior  ^s^^^m^ 

merit,   prompted  his  afpiring  fon  to  purfue  the 

profel&on  of  arms  and  the  hopes  of  fortune;  and 

it  would   be  extremely   curious   to  obferve  the 

gradatioa   oT  arts  and  accidents  which  enabled 

him  in  the  end  to  fulfil  thofe  oracles,  and  to  dfC- 

play  dku  merit   to  the  world.      Diocletian  was 

fucceffivelj  promoted  to  the  government  of  Mii 

fia,  the  honours  of  the  confaUhip,  and  the  im- 

portant  command  of  the  guards  of  the  palace. 

He  diftinguiflied  his  abilities  in  the  Perfian  wat } 

and,  after  the  death  of  Numerian,  the  flave,  by 

the  confeffion  and  judgment   of  his  rivals,  was 

declared  the  mod  worthy  of  the  Imperial  throne; 

The. malice  of  religious  zeal,   whilft  it  arraigns 

the  favage  fiercenefs  of  his  colleague  Maximian, 

has  affeded  to  cafl:    fufpicions  on  the  peribnal 

corn's^  of  the  emperor  Diocletian'.      It  would 

not.  be  eafy  to  perfuade  us  of  the  cowardice  of  a 

foldier  of  fortune,   who  acquired  and  preferved 

the  efteem  of  the  legions,  as  well  as  the  favour 

of  fo  many  warlike  princes*     Yet  even  calumny 

is  fagacious*  enough  to  difcover    and  to  attack 

the  moft  vulnerable  partt     The  valour  of  jDio- 

cletian  was  never  found  inadequate  to. bis  duty^ 

or  to  the  occafion;  but  he  appears  not  to  hav^ 

f    ■  •      ^ 

>  SeeDacier  on  4he  fixth  fatire  of  the  fecoad  book  of  Horace,  '  Cor- 
Dd»  Neposy  in  Vit.  Eumen.  c.  I. 

1  Lafiantius  (or  whoever  was  the  author  of  the  little  treat ife  De 
Mortibus  FerfecutOruitt)  acctifes  Diocletian  of  timidity  in  two  placet, 
c.  7,  S.  In  chap.  9.  he  fays  of  hiaii  *<  erac  ia  oinni  cuodoIiu  meticii- 
lofut  et  aniini  di&jedlas.** 

Vol.il  I  poffeffed 
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^  xift  ^'  P^^^^^  ^^^  daring  and  generous  fpirit  of  a  hero^ 
sm^y*^  who  courts  danger  and  fame,  difdains  artifice, 
and  boldly  challenges  the  allegiance  of  bis  equals. 
His  abilities  were  ufeful  rather,  than  fplendid  ; 
a  vigorous  mind,  improved  by  the  experience 
and  ftudy  of  mankind  $  dexterity  and.  application 
in  bufinefs  ;  a  judicioi^s  mixture  of  l^)erality  and 
ceconomy,  of  mildnefs  and  Tigonxvi  profound 
diflimulation  under  the  difguife  of  oiUit^y  frank- 
nefe;  fteadinefs  to  purfue  hi^  ends ;  flexibility 
to  vary  his  means;  and^  above  all,  the  great  art 
of  fubmitting  his  own  pafiioiis^  ^^  well  as  thofe 
of  others,  to  the  intereft  of  his  anvbition,  and  of 
colouring  his  ambition  with  the  nio^  fpocious 
pretences  of  joftice  and  publiq  utility^  .Lik« 
Auguftus,  Diocletian  may  be  qonfidered  as  the 
founder  of  a  new  empire.  Like  the  adopted  foa 
of  Csfar,  he  was  diftinguifhed  as  a  ftatertpan 
rather  dian  as  a  warrior  ;  nor  did  either  of  thofe 
princes  employ  force,  whenever  their  purpofe 
could  be  effeded  by  policy. 
Hiscie-  The  vidory  of  Diocletian  was  remarkable  for 

J^ao7*"*^  itt  fingular  mildnefs,  A  people  accuftomed  to 
applaud  the  clemency  of  the  conqueror,  if  the 
tifual  punifhments  of  death,  exile,  and  confif- 
^tion,  were  inflified  with  any  degree  of  temper 
and  equity,  beheld,  with  the  mod  pleafmg  afto- 
niihment,  a  civil  war,  the  flames  of  which  were 
extlnguiflied  in  the  field  of  battle.  Diocletian 
received  into  his  confidence  Aridobulus,  the 
principal  minifler  of  the  houfe  of  Carus,  refpedt- 
cd  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and  the  dignity  of  his 
adverfaries,  and  even  continued  in  their  refpec- 

live 
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tivc  fiatiofis  the  grwHir  mmimt  dFi  *^  4«n!9j|ito  '^^^• 
of  Czxiam\  It  «  por  wprgbsil^P  ti^9^  (Utftififfi  v^>r,^,» 
of  |yrudence  might  a&ft  tbe'lbuoiftiiity«df  :thf'<«l^ 
fill  DultnatiaoQi ;  of  thefe  feryaoiSy!  «»py^l^:,pwf- 
<ha&d  his  favour  tty  fecret  treachiery }  3a  fH^^dPt, 
ha  efteemed  their  grtiteful  fidcUtjr  td.  an^  ytifot- 
tunate  mafter.  The  liiioerabg  judgment  of  4i»- 
relian,  of .  Profaui,  and  of  Cania»  faaci  filled  tb|s 
feveral  departments  of  the  ftate .  and  ^arn^jf  wkh 
officers  of  apfuroved  merits  whofe  reniDt^  tf ouU 
have  injured  the  pi^lic  ferviee,'  irithout  prompt- 
ing the  intereft  of  the  hiccefibr*  .  Sxich  a  qqU- 
dutlj  however,  difpiayed.  to  the  Roma^  niorll;! 
the  £sureft  profped  of  the  nswr '  reigOt  tiimL  the 
emperor  affe&ed  to  confirm  this  fiivQUiKble;  pn^ 
pofleffion,  by  declarit^,  thait,  among  all  the  Yit- 
tues  of  his  predeceflbrs^ .he  was  the  nioft.Ianibi- 
tious  of  imitating  the  hummne  philofioiphyiof  iMaroos 
'Antoninus '.  •  •  i      I 

The  firft  confiderabie  aftion  of  his xe^niiEknifii  AflbeiatM 
to  evince  his  fincerity  as  well  as  hia  .knqdfol*  ^J^^^^^ 
tion.      After  the  example  of  Mayfafls^   ||e'|jMr  Maumian. 
himfeif  a  colleague  in  th&  perfiin  of  ^(budxIiMi^  April  i. 
on  whom  he  beftowed'  at  firft  the  title  of  Cselar, 
and    afterwards    that    of   Auguftire*.  '   Bet  -  the 

motive^ 

•  4  If)  thift  pocominm,  Aurdius  Vi^or  feems  to  convey  a  juft,  UK^gli 
tnJirefV  crnfiire  of  thtf  cruelly  ot  Coniiantius.  It  appears  itoqfi  the 
F^irti,  rhtft  Ariiiobulus  leniaincii  prsefr^t  of  the  city,  ami  that  he^n^ed 
wirh Diocletian,  the  confuKhip  which  he  h»<1  conamc/iced  with  Cariny^. 

5  /^urelius  V»^or  i!yle5  Diocletian,  **  Parentem  potius  qiiani  Dp- 
**  minum,"     Sec  Hilt.  Augult.   p.  30. 

6  The  quediun  of  ihc  ti    e  when  Maximian  received  tht*  honoDrt 
of  Czrar*and  Augu(lu»>  has  divided  modern  criticS)  ^nd  given  occafion 

-        '  *  .  i  a  10 
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^Sih^'  motfireB  <if  Ut  cmdud,  as  wdl  at  the  objed  of 
his  dibiee,  were  of  a  very  different  -nature  from 
thofi  of  his  admired'  predeoefTon    By  invefting  a 
hnmrioos  youth  with  the  honours  of  the  purple^ 
'Marcus  had  difcharged  a  debt  of  private  gratis 
tude,  at  the  expence,  indeed,  of  the  happinefs 
-iff  the  ftate.    By  aflbciating  a  friend  and  a  fel« 
low-foldter  to  the  labours  of  government.  Die- 
cietian,    in  a  time  of  public  dan^,    provided 
•for  the  defience  both  of  the  Eaft  and  of. the  Weft. 
'Maximian  ^was  bom  a  peafant,  and,  Kke  Aure- 
•lian,  in  the  territory  of  Sirmium.    Ignorant,  of 
letters  %    carelefs  of  lavs,    the  judicity  of  hts 
appearance  and  manners    ftili    betrayed    in  the 
*mqft'  elevated  fortuae  the  meannefs  of  his  ex- 
-tra£tion,     War  was  the  only  art  which  he  prp- 
-ie&d.    In  a  long  courib  of  fervice  he  had  dif- 
iftiguiihed  hinyelf  on  every  frontier  of.  the  em- 
pire }  and  though  his  military  talents  were  formed 
ilO'  dt>tj  rather  than  to  command,  though,  per- 
Jttpst   he  never  attained  the  ikiU  of  a  confum- 
«ate  general,  he  was  capable,   by   his  valour, 
f^  and  ppperience,  of  executing  the  moil 


|#s  fi9«t|  fltal  qf  }mrntd  wr^gUfig,  f  b«ve  followed  Nf.  de  TiH«- 
|iioi|t  (Hiftoire  det  Empereurs,  torn.  iv.  p.  500-^505. ),  who 
lifts  weigiMd  tl|«  fevefftl  reafpns  ap4  difficulties  with  hit  fciupulpiii 
lecuracy. 

y  In  au  orfttioQ  delivered  before  him  (Panegyr.  Vet.  ii.  8.^,  M^ 
mertin^t  expreflel  a  doubt,  whether  hi«  hero,  in  imitating  the  coimIu^ 

'  ^f  riannibal  an^  Scipio,  had  ever  heard  of  their  n^met,  FroOi 
ttieiice  we  may  fairly  infer,  that  Maximian  was  moie  deCrottt  of 
l^eing  confidered  as  a  fbldicr  than  as  a  man  of  letters  ;  and  it  H  in 
ibis  nunner  that  we  can  often  tranlUte  the  language  pf  flntttiy  inns 

^^t  of  truth. 
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ardaous  undertakings.  Nor  were  the  vices  of  ^  ^^  p. 
IMazimian  lefs  ufeful  to  his  benefactor.  -  bifen- 
fible  to  pity,  and  fearlefe  6f  confeqoences^  he 
was  the  ready  inftniment  of  every  aft  of  cfuelty 
which  the  policy  of  that  artful  .prince  might  vt 
once  fuggeft  and  difchim.  As  foon  as  a  bloody 
facrifice  had  been  offered  to  prudence  or  to  le* 
venge,  Diocletian,  by  his  ieafcMiable  interceflion» 
laved  the  remaining  few  whom  he  had  never 
defigned.to  punifli,  gently  cenfured  die  fevtrity 
of  his  ftem  colleague,  and  enjoyed  the  compa* 
rifon  of  a  golden  and  an  iron  age,  whidi  was 
univerfally  applied  to  their  oppofite  maxims  of 
government.  Notwithftanding  the  difference  of 
their  charafters,  the  two  emperors  maintained^ 
on  the  throne,  that  friendfhip  which  they  had* 
contrafted  in  a  private  ftation.  The  haughty 
turbulent  Tpirit  of  Maximian,  fo  fatal  aftenx^trds 
to  hioifelf  and  to  the  public  peace,  was  accu& 
tomed  to  refpeft  the  genius  of  Diocletian,  and 
confefled  the  afcendant  of  reafon  over  brutal 
violence*.  From  a  motive  either  of  pride  or 
fuperftition,  .the  two  empemrs  affumed  the  tides, 
the  one  of  Jovius,  the  other  of  Herculius. 
Whilft  the  motion  of  the  world  (fuch.  war  the 
language  of  their  venal  orators)  was  maintained 
by  the    all-feeing    wifdom    of  Jupiter,    the   in- 

s  LaDasatitts  de  M.  P.  c.  S.  Aureliut  ViAor.  At  amoog  tht 
Panegyrict,  we  find  orations  pronounced  in  praife  of  Maximian,  and 
othcfa  which  flatter  hit  advcHarkt  at  hit  cxpence,  we  derive  Ibms 
knowlfdg^'frofD  the  cantrtA. 

1 3  vincible 
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c  H  A  r.  vinc3)le.arai'  of  Hercuks  purged  tbe  earth  from 
tM«-v^  Hio&fters  aod  tyrants  % 

Aflbcia-  But  even  the  otnii^otence  of  Jovlos  and  Hef- 

SfalT  ^^^'^  "^  infufBdent  to  foftaln  the  weight  of 
Gaierius  the  |mUic  admimfiraiiaR.  The  f>rudence  of 
ftantiu^"*  DSoclfitiaD  difcoter^,  .that  the  empire,  aflafled 
AD.  191.  on  etery  fide  hy  the  ; baibarians,  required  oxx 
every  fide  die  profatoe  of  a  ^reat  ai^cny,  aad  of 
an  emperor.  With  this  view,  lie  refolved  once 
mors  tb  divide  bis  uni;neidy  power,  and  with 
ibe  inferior  title  of  Ca/arsj  to  confer  on  two 
gBiierak  of  approved  merit  an  equal  (hare  of  the 
iovere^  authority  *^  .Galerius,  fumamed  Ar^ 
inentHfiaS)  team  his  original  profef&on  of  a  heixlf** 
man,  and  Conftantius,  who  from  his  pale  com-* 
plexion  had  acquired  the  denomination  of  Cbk> 
nia",  were  the  two  perfons  invefted  with  the 
fecond  honours  of  the  Imperial  purple.  In 
defcribing  the  country,  extradion,  and  manners 
of  Herculi«LS,  \xt  have  already  delineated  thoTe  of 
Galerius,  who  was  often,  and  not  improperly^ 
ftyled  the  younger  Majckmao,  though,  in  many 
inftances  bbth  of  virtue  and  ability,  he  appears 
to  have  poflefied  a  manifeft  fupefiority  over  the 
elder.    The  birth  of  Conflantius  was  lefs  obfcure 

9  See  the  (econd  and  third  pancgyricc:,  particularly  iii.  3.10.  T4.r 
bm  it  wntild  he  tedious  to  copy  the  difFufe  and  afftfled  expreffiont  of 
their  falfe  eloquence.  With  regard  to  the  titles,  confult  Aurel.  Vic. 
tor,  La5iaiitiu8  de  M.  P.  c.  51.  Spanhcim  de  Ufu  Numifmatum^ 
&c*  Diflertat.  xii.  S. 

■•  Aurefius  Viftor.  Viaor  in  Epitome.  Eutrop.  ix,  «».  Ltc» 
tant^deM;  P.  c.  S.     Hieronym.  in  Chron. 

■«  It  is  only  among  the  modern  Greeks  that  Til lemont  can  dif- 
covcr  his  ap|iellation  of  Chlorus.  Any  remarkable  degree  of  palenefd 
6»ms  iacvniiftent  with  the  ri*i#r  ifiemioned  in  Panegyfic,  ?•  19. 

than 
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than  that  of  his  coHcagncs.     feutropius,  his  fe-  ^  h  a^p. 
thcr,  was  one  of  themoft  confiderable  nobles  of  ^^^-^"■*^ 
Dardania,  3n4  hjs  mother  was  the  niece  of  the 
emperor   Ctauditts'*.      Although    the   youth  of 
CoDftamitts  had  been  fpent  in  arms,  he  was  eh^ 
dowed  with  a  mild  and  amiable  difpofition,  and 
the  popular  voice  had  long  fince  acknowledged 
him  worthy  of  the  rank  which  he  at  lad  attaiMd. 
To  ftrengthen  the  bonds  of  political,* by  thofi^  of 
domeiUc  union,  each  of  the  emperors  afTumed 
the  chara£br  of  a  father  to  one  of  the  CselaffSy 
Diodetiaa  to  Galerius,  and  Maximian  to  Con* 
ftanttufi;    and  each  obliging  them  to  repudiate 
their    former  wives,  bedewed    his    daughter  ia 
marriage   on    his  adopted    fon  "•      Thefe    four 
princes  diftribuced  among   themfelves    the  wide 
extent  of  the   Roman  empire.     The  defence  of  Depart. 
GauU    Spaing   and   Britain,    was   intruftcd  to  Kn^"^ 
Conftantius :  Galerius jvas  ftationed  on  the  banks  ^0^^  ^^' 
of  the  Daaube,  as  the  faf^uard  of  the  Illyrian 
provinces/   htly  aad  Africa  were  confidered  as 
the  department  of  Ma^mi^n ;  and  for  his  pecu- 
liar {x>rtion9  -  Diocletian  refarved  Thrace,  Egypt, 
and  the  rich  countries  of  Afia.     Every  one  was 

^*  Julian,  the  grandfon  of  Conftantius,  boafts  that  his  family  was 
derivtd  from  the  warlike  M^efians.  Mifopogon,  p.  34S.  The  Dar- 
dairians  dwelt  od  ^he  edge  of  M«Ca. 

"  Galerius  married  Valeria,  the  daughter  of  Diocletian ;  if  ^t  ^ 
ffteak  with  ftriflnefs,  Thei)dora»  the  wife  of  Conftantius,  was  daugh- 
ter only  to  the  wife  of  Maximian.     Spanheim  Diftertat.  xi.  %. 

>4  I'hif^  divifion  agrees  with  that  of  the  four  priefeAures  ;  yet 
there  is  Cmhc  realbn  to  doubt  whether  Spain  was  not  a  provioct  of 
Maximiao.    SeeTillemont,  torn.  it.  p*  517* 
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CHAP,   fovereign  within  his  own  jurifdidicm ;  but  their 
v«iii*v-*i^  united  authority  extended  over  the  whole  mo- 
narchy, and  each  of  them  was  prepared  to  affift 
his    colleagues    with    his    couniels   or   preTence. 
The  Caefars,  in  their  exalted  rank,  revered  the 
majefty  of  the  emperors,  and  the  three  younger 
princes  invariably  acknowledged,    by  their  gra- 
titude  and    obedience,    the   common  parent   of 
their  fortunes.    The  fufptciouB  jealoufy  of  power 
found  not  any  place  among  them ;  and  the  fin* 
gular  happinefs  of  their  union  has  been  compared 
to  a  chorus  of  muHc,  whofe  harmony  was  regu* 
lated  and  maintained  by  the  ikilfui  hand  of  the 
firft  ardft  ". 
Series  of      .  This  important  meafure  was  not  carried  into 
cvcntt.       execution  till  about  fix  years  after  the  aflbdation 
of  Maximian,  and  that  interval  of  time  had  not 
been  deftitute  of  memorable  iacidenti.     But  we 
have  preferred,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicoity,  firft 
to  defcribe  the  more  perfe£l  form  of  Diocletian's 
government,  and  afterwards  to  relate  the  aftiona 
of  his  reign,  following  rather  the  natural  order 
of  the  eveats,  than  thedates  of  a  very  doid>tfttl 
chronology. 
A.o.  »«7.       The  firft  exploit  of  Maximian,   though   it  i« 
pwfantVof  i^^^entioned    in   a  few    words    by   our  imperfefl: 
Gaul.-        writers,  deferves,  from  its  fingularity,  to  be  re^ 
corded  in  a  hiftory  of  human  manners.     He  fup- 
prefled   the   peafants  of  Gaul,  who,   uiwler  the 

^s  Julian  jn  Caifarib.  p.  315.    Spanbeim*»  notes  to  the  Freneh 
tran nation,  p.  iii« 
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appellation  of  Bagaudae  **,  had  rifen  in  a  general  ^  "  ^  ^* 
infurreAion ;  very  fimilar  to  thofe,  which  in  the  ^-*^v'*^ 
fourteenth  •  century  fuccelfively  afflided  both 
France  and  England  '^.  It  fhould  feem,  that 
very  many  of  thofe  inftitutions,  referred  by  an 
eafy  folation  to  the  feudal  fyftem,  are  derived 
from  the  Celtic  barbarians.  When  Cgefar  fub- 
dued  the  Gauls,'  that  great  nation  was  already 
divided  into  three  orders  of  men  ;  the  clergy,  the 
nobility,  and  the  common  people.  The  firft 
governed  by  fuperftition,  the  fecond  by  arms^ 
but  the  third  and  laft  was  not  of  any  weight  or 
account  in  their  public  councils.  It  was  very 
natural  for  the  plebeians,  opprefied  by  debt  or 
apprehenfive  of  injuries,  to  implore  the  protect 
tion  of  fome  powerful  chief,  who  acquired  over 
their  perfons  and  property  the  fame  abfolute 
right  as,  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  a 
mafter  exerdfi»i  over  Iris  Haves'^.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  -nation  was  gradually  reduced  into  a 
ftate  of  fervitude ;  compelled  to  perpetual  labour 
on  the  eftates  of  the  Gallic  nobles,  and  confined 
to  the  foil,  eitbar  by  the  real  weight  of  fetters, 
or  by  the  no  lefs  cruel  and  forcible  reftraints  of 
the  laws.  During  the  long  feries  of  troubles 
which  agitated   Gaul,    from  the  reign  of  Gal- 

*^  The  general  name  of  Bagauidt  (m  the  fignificatioD  of  Kebeh) 
continued  till  the  fifth  century  io  Gaul.  Some  critics  derive  it  frdm 
a  Celtic  ^ord  Btgad,  a  tumuhuout  aflembly.  Scaliger  ad  Eufeb. 
Dn  Caoge  Gloffar. 

«7  Chronique  de  Froiffart,  vol.  i*  c.  iS«.  li.  73— 79»  The 
Mfwr/of  his  itory  is  loft  in  our  beft  n7odcm  writers, 

»«  Cefiir  de  Bell.  Gallic,  vi.  13.    Orgctorix,  the  HelTCtian,  could     . 
arm  for  bis  defence  a  body  of  ten  choufand  flavetr 
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CHAP. 

xin. 


Their  re- 
bellion* 


and  chaf- 
tifemeot. 


fioius  to  that  of  EKocIetian,  the  condition  of 
thefe  fervile  peafonts  was  peculiarly  miferable; 
and  they  experienced  at  once  the  complicated 
tyranny  of  their  mafters,  of  the  barbarians,  of  the 
foidiers,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  **. 

Their  patience  was  at  laft  provoked  into  de- 
fpaif.  On  every  fide  they  rofe  in  multitudes, 
armed  with  ruftic  weapons,  and  with  irrefiftible 
fiiry.  The  ploughman  became  a  foot  foldier, 
the  fhepherd  mounted  on  horfeback^  the  deferred 
villages  and  open  towns  were  abandoned  to  the 
flames,  and  the  ravages  of  the  peafants  equalled 
thofe  of  the  fierceft  barbarians  **.  They  afierted 
the  natural  rights  of  men,  but  they  aflerted  thofe 
rights  with  the  mod  favage  cruelty.  The  Gallic 
nobles,  juftly  dreading  their  revenge,  either 
took  refuge  in  the  fortified  cities,  or  fled  from 
the  wild  fcene  of  anarchy.  The  peafants  reigned 
without  controul ;  and  two  of  their  moft  dar- 
ing leaders  had  the  folty  and  raftnefs  to 
aflume  the  Imperial  ornaments**.  Their  power 
icon  expired  at  the  approach  of  the  legions. 
The  (Irength  of  union  and  d^oipline  obtained 
an  eafy  viAory  over  a  licentious  and  divided 
multitude**.  A  fevcre  retaliation  was  inflifted 
on  the  peafants  who  were  found  in  arms:  the 
affrighted   remnant    returned   to  their  refpeftive 

"9  Their  opprcffion  9nd  mifery  are  acknowlafgcd  by  Eumcnius 
(Panegyr.  vi.  8.),  Galliss  afteratus  injuiiis. 

»o  Pancgyr.  Vci.  ii.  4.     Aurelius  Viflor. 

*>  iCltanui  and  A  man  d  us.  We  have  medals  coined  by  them. 
Goltzius  in  Thcf.  R.  A.  p.  117.  12 f. 

**  Levibus  protiiii  doinuit.     Eutrop.  tx.  so. 
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habitatmis,  and  thdr  unfoccefsful  effort  for  free-  chap. 
dom  fcrved  only  to  confirm  their  flavery.  So 
ftroog  and  unifariii  is  the  current  of  popular 
paffiom,  thit  we  ought  almoft  venture,  from 
very  fcanty  materials,  <a  rdate  the  particulars  of 
this  war;  but  we  are  not  difpofed  to  believe 
diat  the  principal  leaders,  jElianus  and  Amandus, 
were  Cbriftians  *%  or  to  infinuate,  that  the  rebd- 
lion,  as  it  happened  in  the  time  of  Luther,  was 
occafioned  by  the  abufe  of  thofe  benevolent  prin« 
dples  of  Chridianity,  which  inculcate  the  natural 
freedom  of  mankind. 

Maximian  had  no  fooner  recovered  Gaul  from  a.d.  ttj. 
the  hands  of  the  peafants,  than  he  loft  Britain  by  ^«^<>*^  «^ 
the  ufurpatibn  of  Caraufius.    Ever  fince  the  ralh  ioBnuln. 
but    fuccefsful    enterprife  of   the  Franks    under 
the  reign  of  Probus,  *  their  daring  countrymen 
had   conftrucled   fquadrons   of  light   brigantines'9 
in  which  they  inccffamly  ravaged  the  provinces 
adjacent  to  the  ocean**.     To'  repel  thefe  defut 
tory  incurfions,  it   was  found  neccffary  to  create 
a  naval  power  ;   and  the  judicious   meafure  was 
profecuted  with  prudence  and  vigour,     Geflbria- 
cum,  or  Boulogne,  in  the  ftraights  of  the  Britifli 
channel,  was  chofen  by  the  emperor  for  the  fta- 
tion  of  the  Roman  fleet ;  and  the  command  of 
it  was  intruded  to  Caraufius,   a  Menapian  of  the 

*l  The  faft  rcfti  indeed  on  very  flight  authority,  a  life  of  St.  Babo. 
linat,  which  is  probahly  of  the  feventh  century.  Sec  Duchefne  Scrip- 
tores  Rer  Francicar.  torn.  i.  p.  661. 

^4  AureliusVi6lor  calls  them  Gerinans.    Kiitropius  (ix.  21.)  gives 
fheiD  the  nauntof  Saxons*    But  Eunopius  lived  in  the  enluing  cen« 
*  tury,  and  feems  to  ufe  the  language  cf  his  own  times. 
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CHAP,  meaneft  origia  *%  but  who  had  long  fignalized 
\^— ^^>  bis  (kill  as  a  pilot,  and  hk  valour  as  a  Ibldier. 
The  integrity  of  the  new  admiral  correfponded 
not  with  hi3  abilicies.  When  the  Gtrmaa  pi- 
rates failed  from  their  own  harbours,  he  con- 
nived at  their  paflage,  but  he  diligently  inter- 
cepted their  return,  and  aj^ropriated  to  his  own 
yfe  an  ample  (hare  of  the  fpoil  which  they  had 
acquired.  The  wealth  of  Carauiius  was,  on 
this  occaHon,  rery  judly  confidered  as  an  evi- 
dence of  his  guilt;  and  Maximian  had  already 
given  orders  for  his  death.  But  the  crafty  Me- 
napian  forefaw  and  prevented  the  feverity  oF 
the  emperor.  By  his  Uberiility  he  had  attached 
to  his  fortunes  the  fleet  which  he  conunanded^ 
and  fecured  the  barbarian^  in  his  intereft.  From 
the  port  of  Boulogne  be  f^iiled  over  to  Britain, 
perfuaded  the  legion,  and  the  auxiliaries  which 
guarded  that  ifland,  to  embrace  his  party,  and 
boldly  afluming,  with  the  Imperial  purple,  the 
title  of  Auguftus,  defied  the  juftice  and  the  arms 
of  his  injured  fovereign  **. 
ifftporN  When  Britain  was  thus  difmembered  from  the 

^1^^       empiie,  its  importance  was  fenfibly  felt,  and  its 
lofi^  fmcerely  lamented.    The  Romans  celebrated, 

*5  The  three  expreflions  of  Eutropuis,  AoreliufVi^or,  and  Eume- 
siiut,  "  vtlifiinie  natut»**  '*  Batavis  alumnus,**  and  **  Menapise 
'*  ctris/*  give  us  a  rcry  doubtful  account  of  the  birth  of  Caraufius. 
Dr.  Strike )y,  however  (Hitt.  of  Caraufitis,  p.  61. )»  chuiea  to  make 
him  .:  native  of  St.  David*s,  and  a  )irince  of  the  blood  royal  of  Bri- 
tain. The  former  idea  he  h«d  found  iu  Richard  of  Cirencefter^ 
p.  44. 

^6  Panegyr.  y.  is*  Britain  at  this  time  wraa  fecure,  and  flightly 
guarded* 
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and  perhaps  magnified,  the  extent  of  that  noble  ^  J|».'* 
ifland,  provided  on   every  fide   with   convenient  ^-"'  ^"— » 
harbours ;    the  teniperatnre  of  the  climate,   and 
the  fertility  of  the  foil,  alike    adapted   for   the 
produAion   of  com    or  of  vines ;    the  valuable 
minerals  with  which  k  abounded ;  .  its  rich  paf- 
tores  covered  with  innumerable  flocks,   and  its 
woods  free  from  i^ld   beafts   or  venomous   fer- 
pents*      Above    all,    they    regretted    the    large 
amount  of  the  revenue  of  Britain,    whilft    they 
confefied,  that  fuch  a  province  well  deferved  to 
become  the  feat  of  an  independent  monarch y^^ 
During  the  fpace  of  fcven  years,  it  was  poffeffed  Powwof 
by  Caraulius;    and  fortune  continued  propitious  "** 

to  a  rebellion,  fupported  with  courage  and  abi- 
lity. The  BrhiA  emperoi^  defended  the  frontiers 
of  his  dominions  agsinft  the  Caledonians  of  the 
North,  invited,  from  the  continent,  a  great 
number  of  ikilful  anifts,  and  difplayed,  on  a 
variety  of  coins  that  are  ftill  extant,  his  tafte 
and  opulence.  Born  on  the  <:onfix^s  of  the 
Franks,  he  courted  the  friendfhip  of  that  for- 
midahte  people,  by  the  flattering  imitation  of 
their  drel^  and  mamiers.  The  bravefl:  of  their 
youth  he  enlifted  among  his  land  or  fea  forces ; 
and  in  return  for  their  ufeful  alliance,  he  com- 
municated to  the  barbarians  the  dangerous  know- 

*7  Paofgjrr.  Vet.  ▼•  is.  Tii.  9.  The  orator  Enmenius  wiflieU  f 
cialc  the  glory  of  the  hero  (Oonftantius),  with  the  importance  of  th« 
ceiK|iicft.  Notwithftanding  our  laudable  partiality  for  our  nativt 
couatry,  it  U  di£.cuit  to  conceive,  that,  tn  the  beginning  of  the  (ourth 
Fcaiury,  England  deicrved  mU  thefe  commendations.  A  century  and 
a  half  bcf ofe,  it  hardly  paid  iu  own  eftabliOiment.  8«c  Appian  in 
)'iB«m. 
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P  H  A  p,    ledge  of  military  and  fipvail .  arts.     Caraafius  (till 
Wii^  ^  preferved  th/e  poflfelTion  of  Boulo^e  and  the  ad- 
jacent  country.      His  fleets   rode  triumphant   in 
the  channel,  commanded  the  mouths  of  the  Seine 
and   of  the    Rhine,  ravaged   the    coafts    of    the 
ocean,  and  diffufed  beyond  the  columns  of  Her- 
cules the  terror  of  his  n^nfie*     Under-  his  com- 
mand, Britain,  deftined  im  a.  future   age  to  ob- 
tain  the  empire  of  the  Tea,  already  a0umed  its 
natural   and    refpedable    ftfttion   of  a    niarithn^ 
power  *'. 
A.D.1I9.       By  feizing   the    fleet    qf  Boulog^^   CaraufinB 
Mi^Zy    *iad  deprived  his  mailer  qf  ^e  iQean«  of  pwftit 
i!n!l^I     and  revenge.     And  wh^^. after  a  vaft  CKpeiKe 
of  time  and  labour,  a  new  armament  was  launched 
into    the   water  ^',    the    Imp^riftl    tro(^,    unac- 
cuftomed  to  that  element,  wi^e  cafily  baflied  and 
defeated   by  the  veteran  £ulotrs  df  die  ufiirper. 
sTbis  difappointed  effort  was   foon  produ&ive  of 
a  treaty  of  peace.     Diocletian  and  his  coHeague, 
who   juftly    dreaded    the    enterprifing    spirit    of 
Caraufius,    refigned  to  him   the   fbveiieignty    of 
Britain,  and  reludantly  admitted  then*  perfidious 
fervant    to  a   participation  of  the    Imperial  ho- 

*«  As  a  great  number  oY  medals  of  Caraofius  are  ftUl  preferved,  he 
is  bscon  e  a  very  favourite  object  of  antiquarian  curiofity,  and  every 
circumAance  of  his  life  and  actions  has  been  invcftigaietl  with  &^* 
cious  accuracy.  Di.  StiiKely  in  particular  has  devoted  a  laige  volume 
to  the  Brit.ihemiKror.  I  have  ufed  his  materials,  and  rrjeficd  moft 
of  his  fanciful  conje^ures. 

^v  When  MAnieitinus  pronounced  his  firft  panegyric,  th^  i»avil 
preparations  of  Maximian  were  completed;  and  the  orator  preOged 
an  ad'ured  victory.  His  filence  in  the  fecond  panegyriCp  might  alone 
infoiin  us,  that  the  expedition  had  not  foccceded. 
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nours  '^     But  the  adoption  of  the  two   Caeiars  ^  ^  n  **' 

reftored  new  vigour  to  the  Roman  arms;  and  v,— -v-w^ 
while  the  Rhine  was  guarded  by  the  prefence  of 
Maximian,  his  brave  aflbciate  Conftantius  affum- 
ed  the  conduft  of  the  Britifli  war.  His  firft 
enterprife  was  againft  the  important  place  of 
Boulogne.  A  ftupendous  mole,  raifed  acrols  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  intercepted  all  hof}cs  of 
relief.  The  town  furrendered  after  an  obftinate  A.D-%9%. 
defence  J  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  naval 
ftrength  of  Caraufius  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
befiegers.  During  the  three  years  which  Con* 
(Untius  employed  in  preparing  a  fleet  adequate 
to  the  conqueft  of  Britain,  he  fecured  the  coaft 
of  Gaul,  invaded  the  country  of  the  Franks,  aad 
deprived  the  ufurper  of  the  afliftance  of  thofc 
powerful  allies. 

Before  the  preparations  were  finifhed.  Con.  a. 0.194. 
ftantius  received  the  intelligence  of  the  tyrant's  ^'*  ^'***** 
deatli,  and  it  was  confidered  as  a  fure  prefage  of 
the  approaching  vidory.  The  fervants  of  Ca- 
rauHus  imitated  the  example  of  treafon,  which 
he  had  given.  He  was  murdered  by  his  fir(t 
minifter  Alle£tu$,  and  the  aflfailin  fucceeded  to 
bis  power  and  to  his  danger.  But  he  poiTcifed 
aot  equal  abilities^  either  to  exercife  the  one,  or 
to  repel  the  other.  He  beheld,  with  anxious 
terror,  the  oppofite .  fhores  of  the  continent,  al- 
ready  filled  with   arms,   with   troops,    and  with 

to  Aurelius  Vi6lor,  Eutropius,  and  the  medals  (Pax  Aogg.)  m- 
forni  us  of  this  temporary  reconciliation  ;  though  I  wUl  not  prefume 
(u  Dr.  Stukely  has  dofie,  MedaUtc  Hiftory  oC  CaiaufiOSfp.  S6,  iu,) 
to  infvrt  the  identical  articles  of  the  treaty. 
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CHAP,   veflels ;    for  Conftantius   had  very  prudently  di- 
<-^v^'  vided  his  forces,    that  he   might    likewife  divide^ 
the  attention  and  refiftance  of  the  enemy.     The 
A.l>.t96.  attack  was  at  length  made  by  the  principal  fqua- 
*5^T*'7     dron,  which,  under  the  command  of  the  pracfea 
by  Cod-      Afclepiodatus,  an  ofEcer    of  diftinguiOied  merit, 
ilantius.      i^^j  ^^^  affembled  in  the  mouth  of  the  Seine. 
So  imperfeft  in  thofe  times  was  the  art  of  navi- 
gation,  that  orators    have   celebrated  the  daring 
courage  of  the  Romans,  who  ventured  to  fet  fail 
with  a  fide-wind,    and  on  a  (lormy  day.     The 
weather    proved    favourable    to    their  enterprife. 
Under  the  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  they  efcaped  the 
fleet  of  Alleftus,  which  had  been  ftationed  off  the 
Me  of  Wight  to  receive  them,  landed  in  fafety  on 
fomc  part  of  the   weftern   coaft,  and  convinced 
the  Britons,  that  a  fuperiority  of  naval  ftrength 
will  not  always  proteft  their  country  from  a  fo- 
reign invafion.     Afclepiodatus  had  no  fooncr  dis- 
embarked  the   Imperial   troops,  than  he  fet  fire 
to  his  fliips ;  and,  as  the  expedition  proved  for- 
tunate,   his  heroic   conduft    was   univerfally  ad- 
mired.     The   ufurper   had    ported    himfelf  near 
London,  to  expeft  the  formidable  attack  of  Con- 
ftantius,  who  commanded  in  perfon  the  fleet  of 
Boulogne ;    but   the    defccnt  of   a   new   enemy 
required    his    immediate    prefence   in    the  Weft* 
He  performed  this  long  march   in  fo  precipitate 
a  manner,  that  he  encountered  the  whole  force 
of  the  praefect  with  a  fmall  body  of  baraifed  wd 
difheartened  troops.     The  engagement  was  foon 
terminated  by   the   total    defeat  and    death    of 
8  Alleftus; 
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Alledas ;  a  fingle  battle,  as  it  has  often  hap-  chap. 
pened,  decided  the  fate  of  this  great  illand ;  and  ^^"^-w 
when  Conftantius  landed  on  the  fhores  of  Kent, 
he  foand  them  covered  with  obedient  fubjefts. 
Their  acclamations  were  loud  and-  unanimous ; 
and  the  virtues  of  the  conqueror  may  induce  us 
to  believe,  that  they  fincerely  rejoiced  in  a  revo- 
lution, which,  aft^r  a  reparation  of  ten  years, 
reftored  Britain  to  the  body  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire •*. 

Britain    had   none   but   domeiftic   enemies    to  Defence  of 
dread;   and  as  long  as  the  governors  preferved  ^^^^ll^' 
their   fidelity,    and    the    troops    their    difcipline, 
the  incurfions  of  the  naked  favages  of  Scotland 
or    Ireland    could     never    materially    affeft    the 
fafety  of  the  province*    The  peace  of  the  con- 
tinent, and  the  defence  of  the  principal  rivers 
which  bounded  the  empire,    were  objeAs  of  fiair 
greater  difficulty   and   importance.      The  policy 
of  Diocletian,  which  infpired  the  councils  of  his 
aflbciates,   provided    for  the   public    tranquillity, 
by  encouraging  a  fpirit  of  diffenfion  among  the 
barbarians,    and  by   ftrengthening   the   fortifica- 
tions of  the  Roman  limit.     In  the  Eaft  he  fixed  Fordflci* 
a  line  of  camps  from  Egypt  to  the  Perfian  domi-  **^"** 
nions,    and    for    every   camp    he   inftituted    an 
adequate  number  of  ftationary  troops,  commanded 
by   theu"   refpefliive   officers,    and   fupplied   with 
every  kind  of  arms,  from  the  new  arfenals  which 
he  had  formed  at  Antioch,  Emefa,  and  Damaf- 

3<  VSTitb  regard  to  the  rccoyery  of  Britaioi  we  obtain  a  few  hints 
from  Aureliut  Vi^or  and  Eutropiut* 

Vol.  II.  K  cus. 
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CHAP.   cus**.     Nor  was  the  precaution  of  the  emperor 

*-*-v*^  lefs   watchful  againft   the  well-known  valour  of 

the  barbarians  of  Europe.     From  the  mouth   of 

the  Rhine  to  that  of  the  Danube,  the  ancient 

camps,   town^,   and   citadels,  were  diligently  re- 

e(labli(hed,  and,  in  the  mod  expofed  places,  new 

ones    were    {kilfiilly    conftruded  ;     ihe    ftrideft 

vigilance  was  introduced  among  the  garnfons  of 

the  frontier,   and   every  expedient  was  pradifed 

that  could  render  the  long  chain  of  fortifications 

firm  and  impenetrable".     A  barrier. fo  tefped* 

able    was    feldom  violated,    and    the   barbarians 

often  turned  againft  each  other  their  difappointed- 

Diffenfions  ragc.      The   Goths,   the  Vandals,    the  Gepidae, 

barUw"     ^^^    Burgundians,    the    Alemanni,    wafted    each 

other's    ftrength    by    deftrudive   hoftilities,    and 

whofoever  vanquifhed,  they  vanquifhed  the  ene* 

mies  of  Rome.     The  fubjects  of  Diocletian  en* 

joyed  the  bloody  fpedacle,  and  congratulated  each 

other,  that  the  mifcbiefs  of  civil  war  were  now 

experienced  only  by  the  barl^arians  **. 

Conduaof       Not  with  ftanding   the  policy  of  Diocletian,    it 

io^g*"*^*"     ^^^  irapoffible  to  maintain  an  equal  and  ^  undif- 

turbed    tranquillity    during    a  reign    of    twenty 

3>  John  Malela,  in  Cbron.  Antiochen,  torn.  i.  p.  40S,  4.09* 
3i  Zofim.  1.  i.  p.  3.  That  partial  hiftorian  feems  to  celebrate  the 
▼igilance  of  Diocletian,  with  a  cleHgn  of  expofmg  the  negligence  of 
Conftantine  j  we  may,  however^  liften  to  an  orator,  "  Nam  quid  ego 
**  alarum  et  cohortjum  cadi  a  percenfcam,  toto  Rheni  et  Fftri  et  £u- 
**  phratis  liniite  rcftiiiita.**     Panegyr.  Vet.  iv.  18. 

i4  Riiunt  omnes  in  fanguinem  faum  populi,  quibus  non  contigit 
tfft  Romanis,  obftinatsque  feiitatis  poenas  nunc  fponte  perfolvunt. 
Panegyr.  Vet.  iii.  16.  Mamertinus  ilhiilrates  the  fa6l^  by  the  ex- 
ample of  almoft  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 
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"^rs,  and  along  a  frontier  of  many  hundred  ^  w  a  p. 
miles.  Sometimes  the  barbarians  fufpended  '^^-yw 
their  domeftic  animofities,  and  the  relaxed  vi^- 
lance  of  the  garrifons  fbmetimes  gave  a  paflfage 
to  their  flrength  or  dexterity.  Whenever  rhfe 
provinces  were  invaded,  Diocletian  conduced 
himfelf  with  that  calm  dignity  which  he  always 
afieded  or  poflfefled  ;  referved  his  prefence  fot 
fuch  occafions  as  were  worthy  of  his  iriterpofition, 
never  expofed  his  perfon  or  reputation  to  any 
unneceflary  danger,  enfured  his  fdccefs  by  every 
means  that  prudence  could  fugged,  and  dis- 
played, with  oftentatioh,  the  confequences  of  his 
^i^lory.  In  wars  of  a  more  difficult  nature,  and 
more  doubtful  event,  he*  employed  the  rough 
Talour  of  Maximian ;  slnd  that  faithful  foldier 
was  content  to  afcribe  his  own  victories  to  the 
wife  counfels  and  aufpicious  influence  of  his 
benefador.  But  after  the  adoption  of  the  two  vafotir  bf 
Caefars,  the  emperors  themfelves  retiring  to  a  »*>«Cafar$. 
lefs  laborious  fcene  of  adtidn,  devolved  on  theit 
adopted  fons  the  defence  of  the  Danube  and  of 
the  Rhine.  The  vigilant  Galerius  was  never 
reduced  to  the  neceility  bf  vanquiOiing  an  army 
of  barbarians  on  the  Roman  territory  ".  The 
brave  and  adiVe  Conftantius  delivered  Gaul  from 
•a  very  furious  inroad  of  the  Alemanni ;  and  his 
vidories  of  Langres  and  Vindonifla  appear  tb 
have  been    adions   of   coniiderable    danger  and 

15  He  iComplained,  though  not  lirith  the  (Irt^eft  trtfth ;  **  Jarti 
floxifle  annos  quimiecim  in  qnibusy  in  Illyrico,  ad  ripun  Danubit 
reirgatus  cum  gentibul  barbarit  lu^arct.**      Laftant.  de   M.  P. 

K  a  merit* 
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CHAP,  merit.  As  he  traverfed  the  open  country  with  a 
feeble  guard,  he  was  encompafTed  on  a  fudden 
by  the  fuperior  multitude  of  the  enemy.  He 
retreated  with  difGculty  towards  Langres;  but^ 
in  the  general  confternation,  the  citizens  refufed 
^  to  open  their  gates,  and  the  wounded  prince  was- 
drawn  up  the  wall  by  the  means  of  a  rope»  But, 
on  the  news  of  his  diftrefs,  the  Roman  troops 
haftened  from  all  fides  to  his  relief,,  and  before 
the  evening  he  had  fatisfied  his  honour  and  re- 
venge by  the  daughter  of  fix  thoufand  Ale- 
manni'^  From  the  monuments  of  thofe  times^ 
the  obfcure  traces  of  fevefral  other  victories  over 
the  barbarians  of  Sarmatia  and  Germany  might 
poflibly  be  collected ;  but  the  tedious  fearcb 
would  not  be  rewarded  either  with  amufemei^ 
or  with  inftruftion. 
Treatment  The  cpnduft  which  the  emperor  Probus  had 
wian»""  adopted  in  the  difpofal  of  the  vanquilhed,  wsus 
imitated  by  Diocletian  and  his  afibciates.  The 
captive  barbarians,  exchanging  death  for  flavery^ 
were  diftributed  among  the  provincials,  and 
alligned  to  thofe  didri^s  (in.  Gaul,  the  terri- 
tories of  .Amiens,  Beauvais,  Cambray,  Treves, 
Langres,  and  Troyes,  are  particularly  fpedfied  *') 
which  had  been  depopulated  by  the  cabimides  of 
war.  They  were  ufefully  employed  as  fliepherds 
and  hulbandmen,  but  were  denied  the  esercife 


3*  In  the  Greek  tex,t  of  Eufebius,  we  read  fix  tboofandy  ft  numtter 
which  I  have  preferred  Co  Cixty  tboufand  of  Jerome/  Orofiii$t  Eotro^ 
piufty  and  his  Greek  tranHator  i^vanius. 

i7  Pancgyr.  Vcuvii.  %t* 
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ofanns,  except  when  it  was  found  expedient  to   ^xi^^* 


enrol  them  in  the  military  fervice.  Nor  did  the 
emperors  refufe  the  property  of  lands,  with  a 
lefs  fervile  tenure,  to  fuch  of  the  barbarians  as 
folicited  the  proteftion  ^of  Rome.  They  granted 
a  fettlement  to  fcveral  colonies  of  the  Carpi,  the 
Baftarnx,  and  the  Sarmatians  ;  and,  by  a  dan- 
gerous indulgence,  permitted  them  in  fome  mea- 
fure  to  retain  their  national  manners  aiid  inde- 
pendence**. Among  the  provincials,  it  was  a 
fubjeft  of  flattering  exultation,  that  the  bar- 
barian, fo  lately  an  objeft  of  terror,  now  cul- 
tivated their  lands,  drove  their  cattle  to  the 
neighbouring  fair,  and  contributed  by  his  labour 
to  the  public  plenty.  They  congratulated  their 
inafters  on  the  powerful  acceflion  of  fubjefts  and 
foldiers ;  but  they  forgot  to  obferve,  that  mul- 
titudes of  fecret  enemies,  infolent  from  favour,  or 
4Jefperate  from  oppreffion,  were  introduced  into 
the  heart  of  the  empire  ". 

While  the  Caefars  exercifed  their  valour  on  the  Wars  of 
banks  of  the  Rhine  ani  Danube,   the  prefence  EgyfJ^*"*"* 
of  the  emperors  was  required  on  the  fouthern 
confines  of  the  Roman  world*      From  the  Nile 

J»  There  was  a  fettlement  of  the  Sarmatians  in  the  neighbonrhood 
«f  Treves,  which  frems  to  have  been  deferted  by  Thofe  lazy  Barba- 
fians  i  Aufonius  fpeaks  of  them  in  hit  Mofellc  } 

Unde  Iter  ingrediens  nemorofa  per  awia  folum^ 

£t  nulla  humani  fpe^ians  veftigia  cultus 


Arvaque  Sanromatum  nuper  roeiata  colonis. 
There  was  a  town  of  ihe  Carpi  in  the  Lower  Maefia. 

§9  See  Uie  rhetorical  exultation  of  Eumenius.    Paoegyr.  ?ii.  9* 
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CHAP,    to  mount  Atlas,  Africa  was  in  arms.     A  coiw 
^^-^^^^  federacy  of  fiv^  Moorifh  nations  iflfued  from  their 
deferts     to    invade    the     pes^ceful     provinces  *% 
Julian   had   affumed    the  purple    at   Carthage  *% 
Achilleus    at   Alexandria,    and    even   the   Blem« 
myes,   renewed,  or  rather    continued,    their   in- 
curfiops  into  the  Upper  E^ypt,     Scarcdy  any 
^circumilances  h^ve  been  preferved  of  the  exploits 
of  Maximian  in   the  weftern  parts    of  Africa; 
but  it  appears  by  the  event,   that  the  progrefs 
of  his  arms  was  rapid  and  decifive,  that  he  van- 
quiflied    the   fiercefl:    barbarians    of   Mauritania, 
9nd  that  he  removed  them  from  th^  mountains, 
whofe  inacceffible  (Irength  had  infpired  their  in- 
habitants with  a  lawlefs  confidence,   and  habitui- 
ated    them  to  a  life  of  rapine   and   violence  *% 
A.D.  196.  piocletian,  on  his  fide,  opened  the  campaign  ia 
S"ttin^  PgyP^  by  ^^^  fiege   of  Alexandria,  cut  off  the 
in  Egypt,     aquedufts  which  conveyed  the  waters  of  the  Nile 
into  every  quarter  of  that  immenfe  city*',  and 
rendering  his  camp  impregnable  to  the  fallics  of 
the  befieged  multitude,  he  pufhed  his  reiterate4 
attacks  with  caution  and  vigour.      After  a  fiege 
of  eight  months,  Alexandria,  wafted  by  the  fworcl 

40  Scaliger  (Animadvcrf.  ad  Eufeb.  p.  14s  )  decides  id  his  ofual 
manner,  ihat  ths  Qi)ini|ue  gentiani,  or  five  African  nations,  were  the 
£ve  great  cities,  the  Pentapolis  o(  the  inoffenfive  province  of  Cyrene. 

4«  After  his  defeat,  Julian  dabbed  himfelf  with  a  dagger,  and  im» 
mediately  leaped  into  the  flumes.     Vi£)or  in  Epilome. 

4»  Tu  ferociHtmos  Manritanise  populos  inacceflis  montium  jugis 
et  natural!  munitione  fidentes,  expugnafti,  recipifti^  tranliuliili^  Pa<* 
ncgyr.  Vet.  vi.  S. 

41  See  the  defcription  of  Alexandria^  in  Hirtius  d:  Bsl.  Alexan* 
^in.  c.  5*  . 
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and  by  fire,  implored  the  clemency  of  the  con-  ^  ^^  p- 

quo'or ;  but  it  experienced  the  full  epctent  of  his 

feverity.     Many  thoufands  of  the  citizens  perifli- 

ed   in   a   promifcuous  Daughter,  and  there  were 

few  obnoxious  perfons  in  Egypt  who  efcaped  a 

fentenc^  either  of  death,  or  at  leaft  of  exile**. 

The  fate  of  Eufiris  and  of  Coptos  was  ftiil  more 

melancholy  than  that  of  Alexandria ;  tliofe  proud 

cities,  the   former  diftinguifhed  by  its   antiquity, 

Che  latter  einriched  by  the  paflage  of  the  Indian 

trade,   were   utterly  deftroyed  by  the   arms  and 

by  the  fevere  order  of  Diocletian**.      The  cha- 

rafter  of  the  Egyptian  nation,  infenfible  to  kind- 

aefs,    bat    extremely  fufceptib'le  of  fear,    could 

alone  juftify  this  exceffive  rigour.     The  feditions 

of  Alexandria  had  often  affefted  the  tranquillity 

and  fubfiftence  of  Rome  itfelf.     Since  the  ufurp- 

^Ltion   of  Firmus,  the  province  of  Upper  Egypt, 

inceflfantly  relapfing  into  rebellion,  had  embraced 

the  alliance  of  the  favages  of  ^Ethiopia.      The 

number  of  the  Blemmyes,  fcattered  between  the 

iQand  of  Meroe  and  the  Red  Sea,  was  very  in» 

confiderable,    their     difpofition    was     uiiwarlike, 

their   weapons  rude   and   inoflfenfive  **.  *    Yet  in 

the  public  diforders  thefe  barbarians,  whom  anti- 

44;Eiitrop.  ix.  S4,.  Orofiiis,  vil.  %$.  John  Malela  in  Cbron. 
Antioch.  pv4P9,  41P.  Yet  Eumeniu*  afliircs  U8>  t|iat  £gypt  w^t 
pacrfied  by  the  clemency  of  Dibcletian. 

45  Fufebiua  (in  Chron.)  placet  thefr  deftruAion  feveral  years  foon* 
«r,  and  at  a  time  When  Egypt  itfetf  ,was  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  againft 
the  Romans* 

10  StrabOf  I.  xvii.  p.  i.  171*  Pomponlus  Mela,  I.  i.  c.  4.  Hit 
words  are  curious,  V  Intra,  (i  credere  lihet,  vix  bominet  magifque 
^iferi  j  Agipanci ,  et  SUmtyts,  et  Satyri/* 

K  4  q^ity. 
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quity,  (hocked  with  the  deformity  of  their  figure^ 
bad  almofl:  excluded  from  the  human  fpecies," 
prefumed  to  rank  themfelves  among  the  enemies 
of  Rome  ^^  Such  had  been  the  unworthy  allies 
of  the  Egyptians;  and  while  the  attention  of  the 
ftate  was  engaged  in  more  ferious  wars,  their 
vexatious  inroads  might  again  barafs  the  repofe 
of  the  province.  With  a  view  of  oppofmg  to 
the  Blemmyes  a  fuitable  adverfary,  Diocletian 
perfuaded  the  Nobatse,  or  people  of  Nubia,  to 
remove  from  their  ancient  habitations  in  the  de« 
ferts  of  Lybia,  and  refigned  to  them  an  exten« 
live  but  unprofitable  territory  above  Syene  and 
the  catarads  of  the  Nile,  with  the  flipulation^ 
that  they  (hould  ever  refpe£t  and  guard  the  fron- 
tier of  the  empire.  The  treaty  long  fubfifled; 
and  till  the  eftablifhment  of  ChrifUanity  intro- 
duced drifter  notions  of  religious  woribip,  it  was 
annually  ratified  by  a  folemn  facrlfice  in  the  ifle  of 
Elephantine,  in  which  the  Romans,  as  well  as  the 
barbarians,  adored  the  fame  vifible  or  invifibl^ 
powers  of  the  univerfe  *'. 

At  the  fame  time  that  Diocletian  chaftifed  the 
paft  crimes  of  the  Egyptians,  he  provided  for 
their  future  fafety  and  happinefs  by  many  wife  re- 
gulations which  were  confirmed  and  enforced  under 
the  fucceeding  reigns*^.  One  very  remarkable 
edid,  which  he  publifhed,  inftead  of  being  con- 

47  Aufus  fefe  inferere  fortunae  et  provocare  arnia  Romana. 

4^  Sec  Procopius  de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19. 

49  He  fixed  the  public  allowance  of  corn  tor  (he  people  of  Alexan*  . 
dria,  at  two  roJUions  ofmedimni^  about  four  hundred  thoufand  quar* 
ten.    Chran,  Pafchal.  p.  276.    Procop,  Hiili  Arcan.  c.  «6« 
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demned  as  the  eflFed  of  jealous  tyranny,  deferves  to  chap, 
be  applauded  as  an  ad  of  prudence  and  humanity,    ^^.^^v^^ 
He  caufed  a  diligent  enquiry  to  be  made  "  for  all  the  He  fup- 
"  ancient  books  which  treated  of  the  admirable;»'^S^t^of 
**  an    of  making  gold  and  filver,   and   without  »ichyniy<. 
**  pity  committed  them  to  the  flames ;  apprehen* 
**  five,   as  we  are  affured,  l^ft  the  opulence  of 
"  the  Egyptians  fhould  infpire  thjm  with  confi- 
"  fidence  to  rebel  againft  the  empire  *^"     But  if 
Diocletian   had  been  convinced  of  the  reality  of 
diat  valuable  art;  far  from  extinguifliing  the  me- 
mory, be  would  have  converted  the  operation  of 
it  to  the  benefit  of  the   public  revenue.      It  is 
much  more  likely,  that  his  good  fenfe  difcovered 
to  him  the  folly  of  fuch  magnificent  pretenfions, 
and  that  he  was  defirous  of  preferving  the  reafon 
and  fortunes  of  his  fubjeds  from  the  mifchievous 
purfuit.     It  may  be  remarked,  that  thefe  ancient  Novelty 
books,    (o    liberally  afcribed    to   Pythagoras,  to  an^^^pro- 
Solomon,  or  to  Hermes,  were  the  pious  frauds  that  arc 
of  more  recent  adepts.     The  Greeks  were  inat- 
tentive either  to  the  ufe  or  to  the  abufe  ofchy- 
miftry.      In  that  immenfe  regifter,  where  Pliny 
has  depofited  the  difcoveries,   the  arts,  and  the 
errors  of  mankind,  there  is  not  the  lead  mention 
of  the  tranfmutation-  of  metals ;  and  the  perfecu- 
tion  of  Diocletian  is  the  firft  authentic  event  in 
the  "hiftory  of  alchymy.     The  conqueft  of  Egypt 
by  the  Arabs  diffufed  that  vain  fcience  over  the 
globe.     Congenial  to  the  avarice  of  the  human 
heart,  it  wa^  ftadied  in  China  as  in  Europe,  with 

50  John  A^tioch  in  Excerp.  ValefiaDi  p.  834..  Suida9  in  Diocletian. 

'  6  equal 
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c  H  A  p»  equal  cagemefs,  and  with  equal  fuccefs.  The 
darknefs  of  the  middle  ages  enfured  a  favourable 
reception  to  every  tale  of  wonder,  and  the  re- 
vival of  learning  gave  new  vigour  to  hope,  and 
fuggefted  more  fpecious  arts  of  deception.  Phi- 
lofophy,  with  the  aid  of  experience,  has  at  length 
baniflied  the  ftudy  of  alchymy ;  and  the  prefent 
age,  however  defirous  of  riches,  is  content  to 
feek  them  by  the  humbler  means  of  commerce  and 
iaduftry  ". 

jbcPer.  The  reduftion  of  Egypt  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  the  Perfian  war.  It  was  referved  for 
the  reign  of  Diocletian  to  vanquifli  that  powerful 
nation,  and  to  extort  a  confelfion  from  the  fuc- 
ceflbrs  of  Artaxerxes,  of  the  fuperior  majefty  of 
the  Roman  empire. 

TiritTates         We  havc  obfcrvcd  under  the  reign  of  Valerian, 

l!ia»t"'^"  that  Armenia  was  fubdued  by  the  perfidy  and  the 
arms  of  the  Perfians,  and  that,  after  the  aflaflin- 
ation  of  Chofroes,  his  fon  Tiridates,  the  infant 
heir  of  the  monarchy,  was  faved  by  the  fidelity 
of  his  friends,  and  educated  under  the  proteftion 
'of  the  emperors.  Tiridates  derived  from  his 
exile  luch  advantages  as  he  could  never  have 
obtained  on  the  throne  of  Armenia;  the  early 
knowledge  of  adverfity,  of  mankind,  and  of  the 
Roman  difcipline.  He  fignalized  his  youth  by 
deeds  of  valour,  and  difplayed  a  matchlefs  dex- 
terity, a§  well  as  ftrength,  in  every  martial  ex- 
crciJe,  and  even  in  the  lefs  honourable  contefts 

y  Sec  a  fhorl  hiftory  and  confutation  of  alchyrny,  in  the  works  of 
lliar  phiiofophical  compikr,  LaMcihc  Ic  V»yer, torn.  i.  p.  3*7— 3  5S* 
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d  the  Olympian  games  *%     Thofe  qualities  were    ^  ^^  ^* 
more  nobly  exerted  in  the  defence  of  his  bene*  *-i.^/-w 
faftor  Licinius".      That  officer,    in  the  fedition  A-^-*^** 
which  occafioned  the  death  of  Probus,  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  mod  imminent  danger,  and  the  en- 
raged  foldiers   were    forcing    their  way  into  his 
tent,  when  they  were  checked  by  the  fmgle  arm 
of  the  Armenian  prince.      The  gratitude  of  Ti- 
ridates  contributed  foon  afterwards  to  his  redora^ 
tion.      Licinius  was   in  every  ftation   the  friend 
and  companion  of  Galerius,    and   the  merit  of 
Galerius,  long  before  he  was  raifed  to  the  dignity 
of  Csfar,  had  been  known  and  efteemed  by  Dio- 
cletian.     In   the    third   year    of   that    empcrbr*s 
reign,  Tiridates  was   inverted  with  the  kingdom 
of  Armenia.      The  juftice    of   the  meafure  was 
not  lefs  evident  than  its  expediency.     It  was  time 
to  refcue  from  the  ufurpation  of  the  Perfian  mo- 
narch, an   important   territory,  which,  fince  the 
reign  of  Nero,  had  been  always  granted  under 
the  protedion  of  the  empire  to  a  younger  branch 
of  the  houfe  of  Arfaces  '♦. 


5*  See  th«  education  and  ftreiigih  ofTiridafee  in  the  Armenian 
h.ftory  of  Mofes  of  Chorene,  1.  ii.  c.  76.  He  could  ftize  two  wild 
bulls  by  the  horns^  and  break  them  off  with  his  hands, 

51  If  we  give  credit  to  the  younger  Vi£^or,  who  fuppofes  that  in  the 
f car  313^  Licinius  waa  only  fkXty  years  of  age,  he  could  fcarcely  he  the 
fame  perfon  as  the  patron  of  Tiridates  j  but  we  know  from  much  bet- 
ter authoiity  (Eufcb.  Hid.  Ecclefial^.  1.  3^,  c.  8.)>  tha>  Licinius  wa» 
at  that  lime  in  the  laft  period  of  old  age  j  (ixiecn  years  before,  he  is 
reprcfented  with  grey  hairs,  and  as  the  contemporary  of  (Valerius.  See 
^aflant.  c.  31.     Licinius  w<is  probably  born  about  the  year  250. 

5i  See  tlis  fixty-fccond  and  Hxty-third  books  of  Dion  CafHus. 
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CHAP.  When  Tiridates  appeared  on  the  frontiers  df 
V,— v-^  Armenia,  he  was  received  with  an  unfeigned 
Hi^rcito-  ^ranfport  of  joy  and  loyalty.  During  twenty-fix 
ration  to  years,  the  country  had  experiencec^  the  real  and 
o^Armc.*  iniagiuary  hard  (hips  of  a  foreign  yoke.  The 
nia.  Perfian    monarchs    adorned   their   new   conqueft 

with  '^  magnificent  buildings ;  but  thofe  monu- 
ments had  been  ere£ted  at  the  expence  of  the 
people,  and  were  abhorred  as  badges  of  flavery. 
State  of  the  '^^^  apprehenfiou  of  a  revolt  had  infpired  the 
coumry.  moft  rigorous  precautions:  oppreffion  had  been 
aggravated  by  infolt,  and  the  confcioufnefs  of 
the  public  hatred  had  been  produftive  of  every 
meafure  that  could  render  it  ft  ill  more  impla- 
cable- We  have  already  remaiked  the  intolerant 
fpirit  of  the  Magian  religion.  The  ftatues  of  the 
deified  kings  of  Armenia,  and  the  facred  images 
of  the  fun  and  moon,  were  broke  in  pieces  by 
the  zeal  of  the  conqueror ;  and  the  perpetual  fire 
of  Ormuzd  was  kindled  and  preferved  upon  an 
altar  ereded  on  the  fummit  of  mount  Bagavan  '^ 
Revolt  of  It  ^^s  natural,  that  a  people  exafperated  by  fo 
*•*•  f^^P*®  many  injuries,  fliould  arm  with  zeal  in  the  caufe 
of  their  independence,  their  religion,  and  their 
hereditary  fovereign.  The  torrent  bore  down 
every  obftacle,  and  the  Perfian  garrifons  retreated 

before  its  fury.     The  nobles  of  Armenia  flew  IQ 

/ 

SS  Mofes  of  Chorene,  Hift.  Armen.  1.  ii.  c.  74.  The  ftataes  had 
been  erefled  by  Valaifaces,  who  reigned  in  Armenia  about  i  jo  years 
before  Chrift,  and  was  the  fiitt  king  of  the  family  of  Arfaccs  (f«c 
Mofct  Hift.  Armen.  1.  ii.  »,  3.).  The  deification  of  the  Arficides  i* 
mentioned  byjuflin  (xli.  5.)and  by  Anamiauui  Maicellinus  (:(xiii.  6.). 
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the  ftandard  of  Tiridates,  all  allcgmg  their  paft  ^  "  a^  p. 
merit)  offering  their  future  fervice,  and  foliciting  y.^m'^-^ 
from  the  new  king  thofe  honours   and   rewards 
from  which  they  had  been  excluded  with  difdain 
under  the  foreign  government  **•     The  command 
of  the  army  was  beftowed  on  Artavafdes,  whofe 
father   had   faved    the  infancy  of  Tiridates,  and 
whofe  family  had  been  maffacred  for  thaf  gene^ 
rous  aSion.     The  brother  of  Artavafdes  obtained 
the  government  of  a  province.     One  of  the  firft 
military  digniries    was  conferred    on    the    fatrap 
Otas,  a  man  of  fingular  temperance   and  forti- 
tude, who  prefented  to  the  king,  his  fifter  '^  and 
a  confiderable  ueafure,  both  ot  which,  in  a  fe- 
queftered  fortrefs,"  Otas  had  prtlerved  from  vio- 
lation.     Among  the  Armenian  iiobles  appeared  story  of 
an  ally,    whofe  fortunes  are  too   remarkable  to  '^^^"S*** 
pafs  unnoticed.     His  name  was  Mamgo,  his  ori- 
gin was  Scythian,  and  the  horde  which  acknow- 
ledged his  authority,   had  encamped  a  very  few 
years  before  on  the  fkirts  of  the  Chinefe  empire**, 
which  at  that  time  extended  as  far  as  the  neigh- 
s'The  Arroenifto  nobility  was  nuir.erous  ^nd  powerful*    Mofet 

mentions  malty  families  Which  were  diUingu'.flied  under  the  reign  of 
Valarfaces  (I.  ii.  7.)»  and  which  ftill  fubfilted  in  his  own  time,  about 
the  middle  of  the  fihb  century.     See  the  preface  of  bis  Editors. 

57  Slie  was  named  CitoCroiduchta,  and  had  not  tht  es  patulum  Vike 
other  woi*eii.  (Hilt.  Armen.  i.  ii.  c.  79.)  I  (io  not  unOetliand  the 
cxpreflion. 

5«  In  the  Armenian  Hiftory  (1.  ii.  78.),  as  well  as  in  the  Geo- 
graphy (p«  367*}»  China  is  called  Zenia,  or  ZtnWbn.  It  is  cha- 
raAer:zcd  by  the  ptoduAion  offilk,  by  the  opulence  of  the  natives, 
and  by  their  love  of  peace,  above  all  the  oiher  nations  of  the  earth. 
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c  HA  p.  bourhood  of  Sogdiana  ".  Having  incurred  tBe 
difpleafure  of  his,  mafter^  Mamgo,  with  his  fol« 
lowers,  retired  to  the  banks  of  the  Oxus,  and 
implored  the  protedion  of  Sapor.  The  empcrof 
of  China  claimed  the  fugitive^  and  alleged  the 
rights  of  fovereignty.  The  Perfian  monarch 
pleaded  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  and  with  fome 
.difficulty  avoided  a  war,  by  the  piomife  that  he 
would  banifli  Mamgo  to  the  uttermoft  parts  of 
the  Weft ;  a  puniihmenr,  as  he  defcribed  it,  not 
lefs  dreadful  than  death  itfelf.  Armenia  waft 
chofen  for  the  place  of  exile,  and  a  large  diftrift 
was  affigned  to  the  Scythian  horde,  on  which 
they  might  feed  their  flbcks  and  herds,  and  re- 
move their  encampment  from  one  place  to  an* 
other,  according  to  the  different  feafons  of  the 
year.  They  were  employed  to  repel  the  invafion 
of  Tiridates ;  but  their  leader,  after  weighing  the 
obligations  and  injuries  which  he  had  received 
from  the  Perfian  monarch,  refolved  to  abandon 
his  party.  The  Armenian  prince,  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  merit  as  well  as  power  of 
Mamgo,  treated  him  with  diftinguiflied  refpe£l ; 
and  by  admitting  him  into  his  confidence,  ac« 

59  Vou-ti,  the  firft  emperor  of  the  fcvcnth  dynaffy,  who  then  reign- 
ed «n  China,  had  political  tranfaAions  with  Fergana,  a  province  cf 
Sogdiana,  and  is  faid  to  hare  receiTed  a  Roman  embafly  (Hilloire 
des  Huns,  torn.  i.  p.  38.)*  In  thole  nges  theChinefc  kept  a  garrifori 
at  Kaihgar,  and  one  of  their  generals,  about  the  time  of  I'rajan^ 
matched  as  far  as  the  Cafpian  Sea.  With  regaid  to  the  intercouric 
between  China  and  the  weftern  countries,  a  curious  memoir  of  M.  de 
Guignes  may  be  confuhed;  in  the  Academic  det  Infcriptions,  torn, 
xxxii,  p.  355. 
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Quired  a  brave  and  faithful  fervant,  who  contri-  ^  xirL^* 
bufed  very  cflfeftually  to  his  rcftoration  ***•  v.— -v**^ 

For  a  while,  fortune  appeared  to  favour  the  ThePcr- 
cnterprifing  valour  of  Tiridates,  He  not  only  verAnne* 
expelled  the  enemies  of  his  family  and  country  *"*• 
from  the  whole  extent  of  Armenia,  but  in  the, 
pTofecution  of  bis  revenge  he  carried  his  arms, 
or  at  leaft  his  incurfions,  into  the  heart  of  Aflfyria. 
The  hiftorian,  who  has  preferved  the  name  of 
Tiridates  from  oblivion,  celebrates  with  a  de- 
gree of  national  enthufiafm,  his  perfonal  prowefs ; 
and,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  eaftern  romance,  de- 
fcribes  the  giants  and  the  elephants  that  fell  be- 
neath his  invincible  arm.  It  is  from  other  inform^ 
^on  that  we  difcover  the  diftrafted  ftate  of  the 
Perfian  monarchy,  to  which  the  king  of  Armeniar 
was  indebted  for  fome  part  of  his  advantages. 
The  throne  was  diluted  by  the  ambition  of  con- 
tending brothers;  and  Hormuz,  after  exerting 
without  fuccels  the  ftrength  of  his  own  party, 
bad  recourfe  to  the  dangerous  aflidance  of  the 
barbarians  who  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Ca& 
pian  Sea*'.  The  civil  war  was,  however,  foon 
terminated,  either  by  a  vidory,  or  by  a  recon- 
ciliation; and  Narfes,  who  was  univerfaUy  ac- 
knowledged as  king  of  Perfia,  dire^ed  his  whole 

^  See  Hift.  Armen.  1.  it.  c.  8i. 

^*  Ipfot  Peifas  ipfumque  Regein  afcitii  Saccia,  et  RufEs,  et  Gellis^ 
petit  fratrr  Ormies.  Panegyric.  Vet.  iii.  »•  The  Saccae  were  a  nation 
of  wandering  Scythians,  who  encamped  towards  the  fources  of  the 
Oxut  and  the  Jaxartet.  The  Gelli  weie  the  inhabitants  of  Ghilan 
along  the  Cafpian  Sca^  and  who  Co  Jong,  tinder  the  name  of  Dilemites, 
snfetted  the  Perfiair  monarchy*    See  d'Herbclot,  Bibliotb^ue  Ooen-^ 
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force  againft  the  foreign  enemy.  Theconteft 
then  became  too  unequal ;  nor  was  the  valour  of 
the  hero  able  to  withftand  the  power  of  the  mo- 
narch. Tiridates,  a  fecond  time  expelled  from 
the  throne  of  Armenia,  once  more  took  refuge 
in  the  court  of  the  emperors.  Narfes  foon  re- 
eftabliflied  his  authority  over  the  revolted  pro- 
vince J  and  loudly  complaining  of  the  proteftion 
aflforded  by,  the  Romans  to  rebels  and  fugitives, 
afpired  to  the  conqueft  of  the  Eaft  **. 

Neither  prudence  nor  honour  could  permit  the 
emperors  to  forfake  the  caufe  of  the  Armenian 
king,  and  it  was  r^folved  to  exert  the  force  of 
the  empire  in  the  Perfian  war.  Diocletian,  with 
the  calm  dignity  which  he  conllantly  affumed, 
fixed  his  own  flation  in  the  city  of  Antioch,  from 
whence  he  prepared  and  direfted  the  military- 
operations  ^'.  The  conduct  of  the  legions  was 
intruded  to  the  intrepid  valour  of  Galerius,  who, 
for  that  important  purpofe,  was  removed  fsom  the 
banks  of  the  Danube  to  thofe  of  the  Euphrates* 
The  armies  foon  encountered  each  other  in  the 
plains  of  Mefopotamia,  and  two  battles  were 
fought  with  various  and  doubtful  fuccefs:  but 
the  third   engagement   was    of  a   more  deciiive 


^^  Mofcs  of  Chore  ne  takes  no  notice  of  this  fecond  revolution^ 
which  I  have  been  obliged  to  called  from  a  paflage  of  Amroiaous 
Marcellinus  (I.  xxiii.  5.)*  Ladlantius  fpeaks  of  the  ambition  of 
Narfes,  **  Concitatus  domefticis  exemplis  avi  fni  Saporis  ad  occupan- 
**  dum  orientem  magnis  copiis  inhiabat.**     De  Mort.  Pcrfecut.  c.  9. 

•'  We  may  readily  1>clievc,  that  La^antius  afcribcs  to  cowardice 
the  condu^  of  Diocletian.  Julian,  in  his  oration,  fays,  that  he  re- 
mained with  sill  the  forces  of  the  empire  j  a  very  hyperbolical  ex. 
prcffion, 
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hature ;  and  the  Roman  army  received  a  total  over-  ^  xm.^' 
throw,  which  is  attributed  to  the  raflinefs  of  Ga-  ^— /-^ 
lerius,  who,  with  an  inconfidefable  body  of 
troops,  attacked  the  innumerable  hoft  of  the 
Perfians***  But  the  confideration  of  the  country 
that  was  the  fcene  of  a£tion,  may  fuggeft  another 
reafon  for  his  defeat.  The  fame  ground  on  which 
Galerius  was  vanquiflied,  had  been  rendered  me- 
morable by  the  death  of  Craffus,  and  the  flaugh- 
ter  of  ten  legions.  It  was  a  plain  of  more  than 
fixty  miles,  which  extended  from  the  hills  of 
Carrhae  to  the  Euphrates ;  a  fmooth  and  barren 
furface  of  fandy  defert,  without  a  hillock,  without 
a  tree,  and  without  a  fpring  of  frefh  water**'. 
The  fteady  infantry  of  the  Romans,  fainting  with 
heat  and  thirft,  could  neither  hope  for  victory  if 
they  preferved  their  ranks,  nor  break  their  ranks 
without  expofing  themfelves  to  the  mod  immi- 
nent danger.  In  this  fituation  they  were  gradu- 
ally  encompaffed  by  the  fuperior  numbers,  ha- 
raffed  by  the  rapid  evolutions,  and  deft  roved  by 
the  arrows,  of  the  barbarian  cavalry.  The  king 
of  Armenia  had,  fignalized  his  valour  in  the  battle, 
and  acquired  perfonal  glory  by  the  public  mif- 
fortune.  He  was  purfued  as  far  as  the  Eu- 
phrates ;  his  horfe  was  wounded,  and  it  appeared 
impoflible  for  him  to  efcape  the  victorious  enemy. 

^4  Oar  five  abbrcriators,  Eutroplof,  Fcftus,  the  two  Vigors,  and 
Orofms,  aU  relate  the  laft  ami  great  battle  $  but  Orofius  i»  the  only 
one  who  fpeaks  o\  the  two  former. 

«5  The  nature  of  the  country  is  finely  dffcribcd  by  Plutarch,  in  the 
life  of  Craffus  }  and  by  Xenophon,  in  the  firft  book  of  the  Anabafis. 

^    Vol.  II.  L  In 
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In  this  extremity  Tiridates  embraced  the  only 
refuge  which  he  faw  before  him  :  he  difmounted 
and  plunged  into  the  ftream.  His  armour  was 
heavy,  the  river  very  deep,  and  at  thofe  parts  at 
leaft  half  a  mile  in  breadth  ** ;  yet  fuch  was  bis 
ftrength  and  dexterity,  that  he  reached  in  fafety 
the  oppofite  bank  *'.  With  regard  to  the  Roman 
general,  we  are  ignorant  of  the  circumftances  of 
his  efcape;  but  when. he  returned  to  Antioch, 
Diocletian  received  him,  not  with  the  tendemefs 
of  a  friend  and  colleague,  but  with  the  indigna- 
tion of  an  offended  fovereign.  The  haughtieft 
of  men,  clothed  in  his  purple,  but  humbled  by 
the  fenfe  of  his  fault  and  misfortune,  was  obliged 
to  follow  the  emperor's  chariot  above  a  mile  on 
foot,  and  to  exhibit  before  the  whole  court  the 
fpeftacle  of  his  difgrace". 

As  foon  as  Diocletian  had  indulged  bis  private 
refentment,  and  afferted  the  majefty  of  fupreme 
power,  he  yielded  to  the  fubmiffive  entreaties  of 
the  Csefar,  and  permitted  him  to  retrieve  his  own , 
honour,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Jioman  arms.  In 
the  room  of  the  unwarlike  troops  of  Afia,  which 
had  moft  probably  ferved  in  the  firft  expedition, 
a  fecond  army  was  drawn  from  the  veterans  and 
new  levies  of  the  Illyrian  frontier,  and  a  confi- 


6A  See  Fofter*s  Diflertation  in  the  Iccond  volume  of  the  tranflation 
of  the  Anahifis  by  Spelman  ;  which  I  will  venture  to  recommend  ai 
one  of  rhe  beft  verfions  extant. 

•7  Hift.  Annen.  I.  ii.  C.-76,  I  have  transferred  this  exploit  of 
Tiridates  from  an  imaginary  itefeat  to  the  real  one  of  Galeiiut. 

^^  Ammian.  MarceMin.  I,  xiv.  The  mile,  in  the  hands  of  Eu- 
tropins  (ix.  34O9  o^  Feftus  (c,  %s*)t  tnd  of  Orofius  (vii.  a5.)«  eafily 
increaied  to JtverJ  miks. 
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ilerable  body  of  Gothic  auxiliaries  were  taken  ^  5m  **' 
into  the  Imperial  pay  ^\  At  the  head  of  a  chofen  ^^-^w*^*^ 
army  of  twenty^five  thoufand  men,  Galerius  again 
pafied  the  Euphrates ;  but,  inftead  of  expofing 
his  legions  in  the  open  plains  of  Mefopotamia^ 
he  advanced  through  the  mountains  of  jAirmenia, 
"where  he  found  the  inhabitants  devoted  to  his 
caufe,  and  the  country  as  favourable  to  the  ope* 
rations  of  infantry,  as  it  was  inconvenient  for  the 
motions  of  cavalry  ^\  Adverfity  had  confirmed  Hltvia^ 
the  Roman  difcipline,  while  the  barbarians,  ^' 
elated  by  fuccefs,  were  become  fo  negligent  and 
remifs,  that  in  the  moment  when  they  lead  ex* 
pe&ed  it,  they  were  furprifed  by  the  aftive  con- 
dud  of  Galerius,  who,  attended  only  by  two 
borfemen,  had  with  his  own  eyes  fecretly  exa- 
mined the  ftate  and  pbfition  of  their  camp.  A 
furprife,  efpecially  in  the  night-time,  was  for  the 
moft  part  fital  to  a  Perfian  army.  "  Their 
'^  horfes  were  tied,  and  generally  (hackled,  to 
**  prevent  their  running  away ;  and  if  an  alarm 
'^  happened,  a  I^erfian  had  his  houfing  to  fix, 
^*  his  horfe  to  bridle,  and  his  corflet  to  put  on, 
"  before  he  could  mount  ^'/'  On  this  occafion, 
the  impetuous  attack  of  Galerius  fpread  diforder 
and  difmay  over  the  camp  of  the  barbarians.  A 
fl^ht  refiftance  was  followed  by  a  dreadful  car- 

^  Aurelios  ViAor«    Jornandes  de  Rebut  Gfticit,  c.  si. 

^  Aureliut  Viflor  fayt,  "  Per  Armeniaro  in  hofte*  contendit,  qut 
^  fenne  foU,  feu  facilior  vincendi  via  e(^/*  He  followed  the  conduft 
of  Trajan,  and  the  idea  of  Julius  Ciefar. 

V  Xenophon*t  Anabafis,  1.  iii.  For  that  reafon  tbc  Perfian  ca« 
▼airy  encamped  fixty  ftadia  from  the  enemy. 

L  2  nage. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


148  THE   DECLIKE   AND  FALL 

c  HA  P.   nage,  and,  in  the  general  confufion,  the  wounded 
^j-'-v-^^  monarch     (for    Narfes    commanded    his    armies 
in  perfon)    fled   towards   the   deferts  of  Media. 
His  fumptuous  tents,    and  thofe  of  his  fatraps^ 
afforded  an  immenfe  booty  to  the  conqueror  j  and 
an  incident  is  mentioned,  which  proves  the  ruftic 
but  martial  ignorance  of  the  legions,  in  the  ele- 
gant fuperfluities  of  life*     A  bag  of  (hining  lea- 
ther, filled  with  pearls,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
private   foldier ;   he  carefully  preferved   the   bag, 
but   he   threw   away   its   contents,   judging    that 
whatever  was  of  no  ufe  could  not  poffibly  be  of 
andbeha-    any  value'*.     The  principal  lofs  of  Narfes  was 
hirroyai      ^f  a  much  inore  affefting  nature.     Several  of  his 
«apiivts.      wives,  hij  fifters,  and  children,  who  had  attended 
the  army,  were  made  captives  in  the  defeat.     But 
though  the  charafter  of  Galerius  had  in  general 
very   little  affinity   with   that  of  Alexander,    he 
imitated,  after  his  victory,  the  amiable  behaviour 
of  the  Macedonian  towards  the  family  of  Darius. 
The  wives  and  children  of  Narfes  were  protected 
from  violence  and  rapine,   conveyed   to  a  place 
of  fafety,  and  treated  with  every  mark  of  refpeft 
and   tendernefs,  that   was   due  from  a  generous 
enemy,  to  their  age,  their  fex,  and  their  royal 
dignity  ". 
Ncgocia.         While  the  Eaft  anxioufly  expedled  the  decifioii 
i>ea"Jr       ^^  ^^^^   g^^^^    contefl,    the   emperor  Diocletian, 

^*  The  ftory  is  toKl  by  Ammianus,  I.  xxii.  Inftcad  of  faccum  fomc 
read  fcutum, 

71  rhe  Perfians  confeficd  the  Romm  fuperiority  in  morals  as  well 
as  in  arms,  Kutrop.  ix.  24,  But  this  refpcft  an<<  gratitude  of  ene- 
mies is  very  feldoin  to  be  iound  in  tlieir  own  account^. 
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leaving  affembled  in  Syria  a  ftrong  army  of  ob-  ^.  ^^^  p- 
fervation,  difplayed  from  a  diftance  the  refources  ^— ^-v-^v 
of  the  Roman  power,  and  referved  himfelf  for 
any  future  emergency  of  the  war.     On  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  vidlory,    he   condefcended  to  ad- 
vance towards   the  frontier,  with  a  view  of  mo- 
derating, by  his  prefence  and  counfels,  the  pride    ' 
of  Galerius.     Th.e  interview  of  the  Roman  princes 
at  Nifibis  was  accompanied  with  every  expreffion 
of  refpeft  on  one  fide,  and  of  efteem  on   the 
other.     It  was  in  that  city  that  they  foon  after- 
wards gave  audience  to  the  ambaffador  of  the 
Great  King  ^\     The  power,  or  at  leaft  the  fpirit 
of  Narfes,   had  been  broken  by  his  laft  defeat  j 
and  he  confidered  an  immediate  peace  as  the  only 
means  that  could  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  Roman 
arms.     He  difpatched  Apharban,   a  fervant  who 
pofleiTed  his  favour  and  confidence,  with  a  com- 
miffioh  to  negociate  a  treaty,  or  rather  to  receive 
whatever    conditions  the  conqueror    (hould    im- 
pofe.     Apharban   opened  the  conference  by  ex-  Speech  of 
preffing  his  mafter's  gratitude  for  the  generous  ijl^^a^*'* 
treatment  of  his  family,  and  by  foliciting  the  li-  dor. 
berty  of  thofe  illuftrious  captives.     He  celebrated 
the  valour  of  Galerius,  without  degrading  the  re- 
putation of  Narfes,  and  thought  it  no  difhonour 
to  confefs  the  fuperiority  of  the  viftorious  Caefar, 
over  a  monarch  who  had  furpaiTed  in  glory  all 

74  The  account  of  the  negociation  is  taken  from  the  fragments  of 
Peter  the  Patrician,  in  the  Exccrpta  Legationum  published  in  the  By- 
zaotiuc  CoUe^lion.  Peter  lived  under  Juftinian  }  but  it  is  very  evi- 
dent, by  the  nature  of  hit  materials,  that  they  are  drawn  from  the  moft 
audsentic  and  refpc^able  writers, 
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CHAP,  the  princes  of  his  race.  Notwithftanding  the 
\.— >v*^>  juftice  of  the  Perfian  caufe,  he  was  empowered 
to  fubmit  the  prefent  differences  to  the  decifion 
of  the  emperors  themfelves ;  convinced  as  he 
was,  that,  in  the  midft  of  profperity,  they  would 
not  be  unmindful  of  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune. 
Apharban  concluded  bis  difcourfe  in  the  ftyle  of 
eaitern  allegory,  by  obferving  that  the  Roman 
and  Perfian  monarchies  were  the  two  eyes  of  the 
world,  which  would  remain  imperfe&  and  muti- 
lated if  either  of  them  (hould  be  put  out.  > 
Anfwer  of  **  It  well  bccomcs  the  Perfians,'*  replied  Ga- 
Gaiciius.  lerius,  with  a  tranfpprt  of  fury  which  feemed  to 
convulfe  his  whole  frame,  "  it  well  becomes  the 
*^  Perfians  to  expatiate  on  the  viciffitudes  of  for- 
•*  tune,  and  calmly  to  read  us  leftures  on  the 
**  virtues  of  moderation.  Let  them  remember 
**  their  own  moderation  towards  the  unhappy  Va- 
*'  lerian.  They  vanquiflied  him  by  fraud,  they 
*'  treated  him  with  indigiiity.  They  detained 
*'  him  till  the  laft  moment  of  his  life  in  fbame- 
**  ful  captivity,  and  after  his  death  they  expofed 
**  his  body  to  perpetual  ignominy.'*  Softening, 
however,  his  tone,  Galerius  infinuated  to  the  am- 
baffador,  that  it  had  never  been  the  praftice  of 
the  Romans  to  trample  on  a  proftrate  enemy ; 
and  that,  on  this  occafion,  they  (hould  confult 
their  own  dignity^  rather  than  the  Perfian  merit. 
He  difmiffed  Apharban  with  a  hope,  that  Narfes 
would  foon  be  informed  on  what  conditions  he 
might  obtain,  from  the  clemency  of  the  empe- 
rors, a  lading  peace,  and  the  reftoratlon  of  his 
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wives  and  children.     In  this  conference  we  may  ^  ^^^^  ^• 
difcover  the  fierce  paifions  of  Galerius,   as  well  ^--^-*^ 
as  his  deference  to  the  fuperior  wifdom  and  au- 
thority of  Diocletian.     The  ambition  of  the  for- 
mer grafped  at  the  conqueft  of  the  Eaft,  and  had 
propofed  to  reduce  PerHa  into  the  (late  of  a  pro- 
vince.    The  prudence  of  the  latter,  who  adhered  Modcm- 
to  the  moderate  policy  of  Augustus  and  the  Ah-  ocUtUn?*' 
tonines,  embraced  the  favourable  opportunity  of 
terminatmg  a  fuccefsful  war  by  an  honourable  and 
advantageous  peace ''. 

In  purfuance  of  their  promife,  the  emperors  Conciu. 
foon  afterwards  appointed  Sicorius  Probus,  one  ^*®"' 
of  their  Secretaries,  to  acquaint  the  Perfian  court 
with  their  final  refoluuon.  As  the  minifter  of 
peace,  he  was  received  with  every  mark  of  po- 
lirenefs  and*  friendship;  but  under  the  pretence 
of  allowing  him  the  neceflary  repofe  after  fo  long 
a  journey,  the  audience  of  Probus  was  deferred 
from  day  to  day ;  and  he  attended  the  flow  mo- 
tions of  the  king,  till  at  length  he  was  admitted 
to  his  prefence,  near  the  river  Afprudus  in  Media. 
The  fecret  motive  of  Narfes  in  this  delay,  had 
been  to  collect  fuch  a  military  force,  as  might 
enable  him,  though  fincerely  defirous  of  peace, 
to  negociate  with  the  greater  weight  and  dignity. 
Three  perfons  only  affifted  at  this  important  con- 
ference, the  minifter  Apharban,  the  pracfeft  of 
the  guards,  and  an  officer  who  had  commanded 

7S  Adeo  Vidor  (fays  Aurelius)  \it  ni  Valerius,  cujus  ntitu  omnia 
gerebantur,  abnuiflet,  Romani  fafces  in  provinciam  novam  feirentur. 
Vcnim  pars  terrarum  tamen  nobis  utilior  quscfita. 
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CHAP,    on  the  Armenian  frontier  '*.     The  firft  condition 

XIII 

^*-^v^  propofed  by  the  ambaffador,  is  not  at  prefent  of  a 
very  intelligible  nature ;  that  the  city  of  Nifibis 
might  be  eftabliflied  for  the  place  of  mutual  ex- 
change, or,  as  we  fliould  formerly  have  termed 
it,  for  the  ftaple  of  trade  between  the  two  em- 
pires. There  is*  no  difficulty  in  conceiving  the 
intention  of  the  Roman  princes  to  improve  their 
revenue  by  fome  reftraints  upon  commerce ;  but 
as  Nifibis  was  fituated  within  their  own  domi- 
nions, and  as  they  were  mafters  both  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports,  it  fhould  feem  that  fuch  re- 
ilraints  were  the  objefts  of  an  internal  law,  rather 
than  of  a  foreign  treaty.  To  render  them  more 
efiedlual,  fome  ftipulations  were  probably  re-* 
quired  on  the  fide  of  the  king  of  Perfia,  which 
appeared  fo  very  repugnant  either  to  his  intereft 
or  to  his  dignity,  that  Narfes  could  not  be  per* 
fuaded  to  fiibfcribe  them.  As  this  was  the  only 
^article  to  which  he  refufed  his  confent,  it  was 
no  longer  infifted  on;  and  the  femperors  either 
fuffered  the  trade  to  flow  in  its  natural  channels, 
or  contented  themfelves  with  fuch  reftriftions, 
as  it  depended  on  their  own  authority  to  efta- 
blifh. 
and  articles  As  foon  as  this  difficulty  was  removed,  a  fo- 
^jj^^  lemn  p^ace  was  concluded  and  ratified  between 
the  two  nations.  The  condition^  of  a  treaty  fo 
glorious  to  the  empire,  and  fo  neceifary  to  I'erfia, 

7<5  He  bad  been  governor  of  Sumium  (Pet.  Patricius  in  Excerpt. 
Legat.  p.  30.).  This  province  ieeins  to  be  mentioned  by  Moles  of 
(.hurenc  (Geography  p.  360. }f  ^^^^  lay  to  the  Eaft  of  Mount  Ararat* 
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may  deferve  a  more  peculiar  attention,  as  the  ^  ^ft  ^* 
hiftory  of  Rome  prefents  very  few  tranfactions  of 
a  limilar  -nature ;  moft  of  her  wars  having  either 
been  terminated  by  abfolute  conqueft,  or  waged 
againft  barbarians  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  letters. 
I.  The  Aboras,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  Xenophon,  '^«  AU. 
the  Araxes,  was  fixed  as  the  boundary  between  a*  Uic  li- 
the two   monarchies  ^^      That  river,   which  rofe  "'"^^  ^: 

'       ,  twcen  the 

near  the  Tigris,  was  increafed  a  few  miles  below  eimiirts, 
Nifibis,   by  the    little  dream  of  the  Mygdonius, 
pafled  under  the  walls   of  Singara,  and  fell  into 
the  Euphrates    at    Circefium,    a    frontier   town, 
which,    by    the    care    of  Diocletian,    was    very 
ftrongly    fortified  '*.       Mefopotaniia,    the    object 
of  fo  many  wars,  was  ceded  to  the  empire ;  and 
the  Perfians,   by  this  treaty,  reQounced  all  pre- 
tenfions  to  that  great  province^     11.  They  relin-  Ceflionof 
quiflied  to  the  Romans  five  provinces  beyond  the  vhlcM^be- 
Tigris".      Their   fituation  formed  a  very  ufeful  yj>"dthc 
barrier,  and  their  natural  ftrengih  was  foon  im- 

77  By  an  error  of  the  geographer  Ptftlemy,  ihe  pofiiion  of  Singaia 
IS  rtmoved  from  the  Ahoras  to  the  Tigris,  which  may  have  produced 
ih«  miftake  of  Peier,  in  aligning  the  latter  river  for  rhe  boundary,  in* 
ftead  of  the  former.  The  line  of  the  Roman  frontier  iravcricd,  bgt 
Dtver  followed,  the  courfc  of  the  Tigris, 

78  Procopius  dc  Editiciis,  I.  ii.  c.  6. 

79  Three  of  the  provinces,  Zabdicene,  Ar^anentf)  and  Cardurne, 
arc  alloqred  on  all  fides.  Hut  initead  of  ihe  other  two,  Peter  (in  Ex- 
cerpt. Leg.  p.  30.)  inferts  Rehimene  and  Sophene.  I  have  pieftrred 
Aniinianus(l.xxv.  7.},  hecaufe  it  might  he  provrd,  th.-it  Suphene  wa< 
never  in  the  hands  of  the  Perfians,  either  before  the  leign  of  Diocle- 
tian, or  after  that  of  Jovian.  For  want  of  c  ricft  maps,  like  iliofe  of 
M.  d^Anville,  almoft  all  the  moderns,  with  Vitiemont  and  Valefius  at 
their  head,  have  imagined,  that  it  was  in  refpeft  to  Pcrfia,  and  noi  to 
J^omei  that  the  five  provinces  wire  fituate  beyond  the  Tigris. 
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CHAP,  proved  by  art  and  military  fkilK  Four  of  thefe, 
^>-i-»v-^'  to  the  north  of  the  rirer,  were  diftrids  of  obfcure 
fame  and  inconfiderable  extent;  Intiline,  Zab* 
dicene,  Arzanene,  and  Moxoene :  but  on  the 
eaft  of  the  Tigris,  the  feitipire  acquired  the  large 
and  mountainous  territory  of  Garduene,  the  an- 
cient feat  of  the  Carduchians,  who  preferved  for 
many  ages  their  manly  freedom  in  the  heart  of 
the  defpotic  tnonarchies  of  Afia.  The  ten  thou- 
fand  Greeks  traverfed  their  country,  after  a  pain- 
ful march,  or  rather  engagement,  offevendays; 
and  it  is  confeifed  by  their  leader,  in  his  incom- 
parable relation  of  the  retreat,  that  they  fuffered 
more  from  the  arrows  of  the  Garduchians,  than 
trom  the  power  of  the  Great  King•^  Their 
pofterity,  the  Curds,  with  very  little  alteration 
either  of  name  or  manners,  acknowledged  the 
Armenia,  nominal  fovereignty  of  the  Turkilh  fuhan.  IIL  It 
is  almoft  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  Tiridates, 
the  faithful  ally  of  Rome,  was  r^ftored  to  the 
throne  of  his  fathers,  and  that  the  rights  of  the 
Imperial  fupremacy  were  fully  aflferted  and  fe- 
cured.  The  limits  of  Armenia  were  extended  as 
far  as  the  fortrefs  of  Sintha  in  Media,  and  this 
increafe  of  dominion  was  not  fo  much  an  aft  of 
liberality  as  of  juftice.  Of  the  provinces  already 
mentioned  beyond  the  Tigris,  the  four  firft  had 
been  difmenibered    by    the   Parthians    from   the 

'<>  Xenophon's  Anahafis,  1.  17.  Their  bpvrs  were  tJirce  cubits  in 
lengthy  their  arrows  t^o  ; -they  rolled  down  ftorres  that  were  each  a 
waggon  load.  The  Gueks  found  a  great  many  villages  ij)  that  rude 
country. 
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crown  of  Armenia'";  and  when  the  Romans  ac-  ^  "  a  p. 
quired  the  pofleflion  of  them,  they  ftipulated,  at   ^..-^-v^ 
the  expence  of  the  ufurpers,  an  ample  compen- 
fation,  which  invefted  their  ally  with  the  exten- 
five  and  fertile  country  of  Atropatene.     Its  prin- 
cipal city,  in  the  fame  fituation  perhaps  as  the 
modern  Tauris,    was    frequently  honoured   with 
the  refidence  of  Tiridates;    and   as  it  fometimes 
bore  the  name  of  Ecbatana,  he  imitated,  in  the 
buildings   and  fortifications,    the  fplendid   capital 
of  the  Mcdes  ■*.    IV.  The  country  of  Iberia  was  iberia. 
barren,   its    inhabitants    rude  and   favage.      But 
thqy   were  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  and 
they  feparated  from  the  empire  barbarians  much 
fiercer    and    more    formidable    than  themfelves. 
The  narrow  defiles  of  Mount  Caucafus  were  in 
dieir  hands,  and  it  was  in  their  choice,  either  to 
admit  or  to  exclude  the  wandering  tribes  of  Sar- 
matia,   whenever   a  rapacious  fpirit  urged  them 
to  penetrate  into  the  richer  climes  of  the  South  "• 
The  nomination  of  the  kings  of  Iberia,  which 
was  refigned  by  the  Perfian  monarch  to  the  em« 
perors,  contributed  to  the  ftrength  and  fecurity^ 
of  the  Roman  power  in  Afia*\     The  Eaft  en- 

'*  According  to  £utropius  (vi.  9.  at  the  text  is  reprefented  by  the 
beft  MSS.)»  the  cuy  of  Tigranocerta  was  in  Arzanene.  The  names 
and  fituation  of  the  other  three  may  be  faintly  traced. 

'*  Conopare  Herodotus  i*  i*  c.  97.  with  Mofes  Choronenf.  Hift. 
Armen.  I.  ii.  c.  84.  and  the  map  of  Armenia  given  by  his  editors. 

*i  Hiberi,  locorum  potentes,  Cafpia  via  Sarmaum  in  Armenios 
nptim  effundunt*  Tacit.  Annal.  vi.  34.  See  Strabon.  Geograph. 
1.  xi.  p.  764. 

*4  Ptter  Patricius  (in  Excerpt.  Leg.  p.  30*)  is  the  only  writer  who 
Bcotions  the  Iberian  article  of  the  treaty. 
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CHAP,   joyed  a  profound  tranquillity  during  forty  yeart  ; 
■_^/-^'  and  the  treaty  between  the  rival  monarchies  -wzs 
ftridly  obferved  till  the  death  of  Tiridates ;  when 
a  new  generation,  animated  with  different  views 
and  different  paffions,  fucceeded   to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  world ;  and  the  grandfon  of  Narfes 
undertook  a  long  and  memorable  war  againft  the 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Conftantine. 
Triumph         The    arduous    work  of  refcuing  the  diftrefled 
tian  and*"    empire  from  tyrants  and  barbarians  had  now  been 
Maximian.  completely  atchieved  by  a    fucceffioa  of  Illyrran 

A.n.  3P3.  /  »         r  tS.-       I      •  J    •  L 

Nov,  ao.  peafants.  As  foon  as  Diocletian  entered  mto  the 
twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  he  celebrated  that 
memorable  a:ra,  as  well  as  the  fuccefs '  of  his 
arms,  by  the  pomp  of  a  Roman  triumph  *'. 
Maximian,  the  equal  partner  of  his  power,  was 
his  only  companion  in  the  glory  of  that  day. 
The  two  Caefars  had  fought  and  conquered,  but 
the  merit  of  their  exploits  was  afcribed,  accord- 
ing to  the  rigour  of  ancient  maxims,  to  the  au- 
fpicious  influence  of  their  fathers  and  emperors  ". 
The  triumph  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian  was 
lefs  magnificent,  perhaps,  than  thofe  of  Aurelian 
and  Probus,  but  it  was  dignified  by  feveral  cir* 
cumftances  of  fupcrior  fame  and  good  fortune. 
Africa  and  Britain,  the  Rhine,  the  Danube,  and 
the  Nile,  furnifhed  their  refpeftive  trophies ;  but 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  ornament  wa^  of  a  more 

*5  Eufeb.  in  Chron.  Pagi  ad  annum.  Till  the  difcovery  of  the 
trcatife  De  Mortlbus  Perfccutoium,  it  was  not  certain  that  the  triumph 
an<i  the  Vincenalia  were  celebrated  at  the  fame  time. 

^6  At  the  time  of  the  Vincenalia,  Galeiius  feems  to  htxt  kept  bis 
fiation  on  the  Danube.    See  Ladant.  de  M.  P.  c,  38. 
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fmgular  nature,  a  Perfian  viftory  followed  by  an  ^  "  '^  ^• 
important  conqueft.  The  reprefentations  of  ri-  ^^^^^^ 
¥ers,  mountains,  and  provinces,  were  carried 
before  the  Imperial  car.  The  images  of  the 
captive  wives,  the  fifters,  and  the  children  of  the 
Great  King,  aflforded  a  new  and  grateful  fpec- 
tacle  to  the  vanity  of  the  people  •\  In  the  eyes 
of  pofterity  this  triumph  is  remarkable,  by  a 
diftinflion  of  a  lefs  honourable  kind.  It  was  the 
laft  that  Rome  ever  beheld.  Soon  after  this 
period,  the  emperors  ceafed  to  vanquifli,  and 
Rome  ceafed  to  be  the  capital  of  the  empire. 

The  fpot  on  which  Rome  was  founded,  had  Long«b* 
been     confecrated    by    ancient   ceremonies    and  [^c7mpe- 
imaginary  miracles.     The  prefence  of  fome  god,  ^rs  from 
or  the  memory  of  fome  hero,  feemed  to  animate 
every  part  of  the  city,  and  the   empire   of  the 
world  had  been  promifed  to  the  Capitol ".     The 
native   Romans   felt  and  confefled  the  power'  of 
this    agreeable    illufion.      It   was   derived    from 
their  anceftors,  had  grown  up  with  their  earlieft 
habits  of  life,  and  was  prdtefled,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,    by  the   opinion  of  political  utility.       The 
form  and  the  feat  of  government  were  intimately 
blended   together,   nor   was   it   e deemed   poiTible 
to    tranfport    the    one    without    delh'oying    the 

■7  Eutropius  (ix,  »7.)  mentions  them  as  a  part  of  the  triumph. 
Ai  the  ferfaas  h»d  been  reftoicd  to  Naifes,  nothing  more  than  ihtir 
kuga  couid  be  exhibited. 

**  Livy  gives  us  a  fpcech  of  Camillus  en  that  fubjeft  (v.  51^55.), 
fall  of  eloquence  and  Icnfibility,  in  oppufition  to  a  deii^n  oi  removing 
the  feat  of  governmcnc  froiu  Rome  to  the  neighbouring  city  of  Vcii. 
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c  HA  P.    other ''.     But  the  fovereignty  of  the  capital  was 
gradually  annihilated  in  the  extent  of  conqueft; 
the  provinces   rofe  to   the    fame   level,    and   the 
vanquiihed  nations  acquired  the   name    and  pri- 
vileges, without  imbibing    the    partial   affe&ions, 
of  Romans.      During  a  long    f)eriod,    however, 
the  remains  of  the  ancient  conftitution,  and  the 
influence    of  cuftom,    preferved    the    dignity  of 
Rome.     The  emperors,  though  perhaps  of  Afri- 
can or  Illyrian  extraftion,  refpefted   their  adopt- 
ed  country,  as  the  feat  of  their  power,   and  the 
centre  of  their  extenfive  dominions.     The  emcr- 
igences    of  war   very  frequently  required    thdr 
prefence  on  the  frontiers;    but  Diocletian    and 
Maximian  were  the  firft    Roman    princes   who 
fixed,  in  time  of  peace,  their  ordinary  refidence 
in  the  provinces ;  and  their  conduft^  however  it 
might  be  fuggefted  by  private  motives,  was  juf- 
tified   by  very   fpecious  confiderations  of  policy. 
Their  re-    The  court  of  the  emperor  of  the  Weft  was,  for 
Sian  *^    ^^«  ^^^  part,  cftabliflied  at  Milan,  whofe  fitua- 
tion,    at    the    foot  of  the  Alps,    appeared   far 
more   convenient    than  that   of  Rome,   for  the 
important  purpofe   of  watching  the    motions  of 
the    barbarians    of  Germany.       Milan   foon   af- 
fumed  the  fplendour  of  an  Imperial  city.     The 
houfes    are    defcribed    as    numerous    and    well- 

•^  Julius  Cjcfar  was  reprosiclifd  with  tlie  intention  of  remoTing  the 
empire  to  Ilium  or  Alexandn'i.  SeeSueton.  in  CKfar.  c.  79.  Ac- 
cording to  the  ingenious  conje^ure  of  Le  Fevre  and  Dacier,  the  third 
ode  of  the  third  book  of  Horace  was  intended  to  divert  Auguftas  frooi 
the  execution  of  a  iimilar  defign. 
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built ;    the  manners  of   the  people  as    poliflied   chap. 
and  liberal.     A  circus,  a  theatre,  a  mint,  a  pa-   ^.^--y-w 
lace,  baths,  which  bore  the  name  of  their  founder 
Maximian ;    porticoes  adorned  with  ftatues,  and 
a  double  circupiference  of  walls,    contributed  to 
the  beauty  of  the  new  capital;  nor  did  it  feera 
opprefled    even    by  the    proximity   of    Rome*^ 
To  rival  the  majefly  of  Rome  was  the  ambition  and  Nico« 
likewife .  of    Diocletian,    who   employed    his  lein  "**^**' 
fure,  and  the  wealth  of  the  Eaft,  in  the  embel- 
Ufiiment  of    Nicomedia,    a  city  placed    on   the 
verge  of.  Europe  and  Afia,  almoft  at  an  equal 
diftance  between  the  Danube  and  the  Euphrates. 
By  the  tafte  of  the  monarch,  and  at  the  expence 
.  of  the  people,  Nicomedia  acquired,  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  years,   a  degree  of  magnificence  which 
might   appear   to    have    required    the    labour  of 
ages,  and  became  inferior  only  to  Rome,  Alex- 
andria, and  Antioch,  in  extent  or  populoufnefs  ^\ 
The  life  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian  was  a  life 
of  action,   and  a  confiderable  portion  of  it  was 

9«  Sec  Aorelius  Vi^or,  who  likewife  mentions  the  buildings  erefted 
by  Maximian  at  Carthage,  prottaBly  during  the  Moorifh  war.  We 
Ihall  infert  foire  verfes  of  Aufonius  de  Ciar.  Urb.  v. 

£t  Mediolani  mira  omnia  :   copia  rerom  ; 

Inniimenr  culiseqne  domas ;  facunda  virorum 

Ingenia,  et  mores  laeti,  turn  duplice  muro 

Amplificata  loci  fpecies  ;   populique  voliiptas 

Circus  }   et  incluft  moles  cuneata  Fheatri 

Tempia,  Palatinseque  arces,  opnlcnfque  Moneta, 

Et  regio  Htrculei  celebri  fob  honore  lavacri. 

Cun^aque  marmoreis  ornata  Peiyftyla  fignis  ; 

Mceniaque  in  valli  formam  circumdata  labro. 

Omnia  quae  magnit  operum  veUit  aemula  formis 

Excel! unt :  nee  junAa?  premit  vicinia  Romas. 
,  9t  La^nt.  de  M*P.  c.  17.    Libanius^  Orat.  viii.  p.  20s« 

fpent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i6o  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

fpent  in  camps,  or  in  their  long  and  frequent 
marches  ;  but  whenever  the  public  bufinefs 
aHowed  them  any  relaxation,  they  feem  to  have 
retired  with  pleafure  to  tlieir  favourite  refidences 
of  Nicomedia  and  Milan.  Till  •  Diocletian,  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  celebrated  his 
Roman  triumph,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whe- 
ther he  ever  vifited  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
empire.  Even  on  that  memorable  occafion  his 
ftay  did  not  exceed  two  months.  DiTgufted 
with  the  licentious  familiarity  of  the  people,  he 
quitted  Rome  with  precipitation  thirteen  days 
before  it  was  expe£led  that  he  (hould  have  ap- 
peared in  the  fenate,  inverted  with  the  enfigns  of 
the  confular  dignity  *\ 
Dtbafe-  The   diilike   expreflcd    by   Diocletian    towards 

went  of       Rome  and   Roman  freedom,   was  not  the  effect 

Kome  and         ^ 

©#  the  fe.  of  momentary  caprice,  but  the  refult  of  the  moft 
artful  policy.  That  crafty  prince  had  framed  a 
new  fyftcm  of  Imperial  government,  which  'w^s 
afterwards  completed  by  the  family  of  Conftan- 
tine ;  and  as  the  image  of  the  old  conftitution  was 
religioufly  preferved  in  the  fenate,  he  refalved 
to  deprive  that  order  of  its  fmall  remains  of 
power  and  coufideraiion.  We  may  recoiled, 
about  eight  years  before  the  elevation  of  Dio- 
cletian, the  tranfient  greatnefs,  and  the  ambr- 
tious  hopes,  of  the  Roman  fenate.  As  long  as 
that   enthufiafm   prevailed,   many   of   the  nobles 

9^  Ladant.  (1e  M.  P.  c.  17.  On  a  (imilar  occafion,  Ammiaons 
mentions  the  dicadtas  p'ehii,  as  nut  veiy  agixeable  to  an  Jinjieriai  ear. 
(See  1.  xvi,  c.  10.} 
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imprudently  difplayed  their  zeal  iii  the  caufe  of  c  h  a  p, 
freedom ;  and  after  the  fucceflbrs  of  Probus  had  ^^^,,.w 
withdrawn  their  countenance  from  the  republican 
party,  the  fenators  were  unable  to  difguife  their 
impotent  refentment.  As  the  fovereign  of  Italy, 
Maximian  was  intruded  with  the  care  of  extin- 
guifliing  this  troublefome,  rather  than  danger- 
ous, fpirit,  and  the  taik  was  perfectly  fuited  to 
his  cruel  temper.  The  moft  illuftrious  mem« 
bers  of  the  fenate,  whom  Diocletian  always  ^e£ted 
to  efteem,  were  involved,  by  his  colleague, 
in  the  accufation  of  imaginary  plots;  and  the 
poffeffion  of  an  elegant  villa,  or  a  well-cultivated 
eftate,  was  interpreted  as  a  convincing  evidence 
of  guilt  ^\  The  camp  of  the  Praetorians,  which 
had  fo  long  oppreffed,  began  to  proted,  the  ma- 
jefty  of  Rome;  and  as  thofe  haughty  troops  were 
coi^cious  of  the  decline  of  their  power,  they 
were  naturally  difpofed  to  unite  their  ftrength 
with  the  authority  of  th^  fenate.  By  the  prudent 
meafures  of  Diocletian,  the  numbers  of  the  Prae- 
torians were  infenfibly  reduced,  their  privileges 
abolilhed'%  and  their  place  fupplied  by  two  Nevrbodiet 
faithful  legions  of  lUyricum,  who,  under  the  f^f^;;^*' 
new  titles  of  Jovians  and  Herculians,  were  ap-  and  Her. 
pointed  to  perform   the  fervice  of  the  Imperial 

W  La^tantius  accufes  Maximian  of  deftroying  6ai«criminationibut       ^ 
lomioa  fenatui    (DeM.P.  c.  S.).     Aurelius   Viaor   fpeaks  very 
doubtfully  of  the  faith  of  Diocletian  towards  bis  friends. 

94  TrancafflB  vires  urbis^  imminiito  pr«toriarum  cobortium  arqoe 
in  armis  vulgi  numero.  Aurelius  Viftor.  Laftantius  attributes  to 
Galerius  the  profcctttion  of  the  fame  plan  (c.  a6.)* 

Vol-.  II.  M  guards. 
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CHAP,  guards  ''•      But  the    mod    fatal    though    fecrct 


XiU 


woun^y  which  the  fenate  received  from  the  hands 
of  Diocletian  and  Maximian,  was  inflided  by  the 
inevitable  operation  of  their  abfence.     As   long 
as  the  emperors  refidc;d  at  Rome,  that  affembly 
might  be  opprefled,    but    it    could  fcarcely    be 
negleSed.     The  fucceffors  of  Auguftus  exercifcd 
the  power  of  didating  whatever  laws  their  wif- 
dom  or  caprice  might  fuggeft;  but  thofe  laws 
were  ratified  by  the  fandion  of  the  fenate.     The 
model  of  ancient  freedom  was  preferved  in   its 
deliberations  and  decrees ;  and  wife  princes,  who 
refpeQed  the  prejudices   of  the  Roman  people, 
were  in  fome  meafure  obliged  to  aflume  the  lan- 
guage iand  behaviour  fuitable  to  the  general  and 
firft  magiftrate  of  the   republic.     In  the  armies 
and  in  the  provinces,  they  difplayed  the  dignity 
of  monarchs ;  and  when  they  fixed  their  refidence 
at  a  diftance  from    the  capital,  they    for   ever 
laid  afide  the  diilimulation  which  Auguftus  had 
recommended  to  his  fucceflfors.    In  the  exercife 
of  the  legiflative  as  well  as  the  executive  power, 
the  fovereign  advifed  with  his  minifters,  inftead 
of  confulting    the   great  council  of  the  natbn. 
The   name  of   the  fenate   was   mentioned    with 
honour  till  the  laft  period  of  the  empire;  the 

95  Tliey  were  old  corpi  ftattoncd  in  Illyricum;  and  according  to 
the  ancient  eftahliMunent,  ibey  each  confifted  of  fix  thoufand  men. 
They  had  acquired  much  reputatios  by  the  u(e  of  tht  flitmiat/ei  or  darti 
loaded  with  lead.  Each  foldier  carried  fiire  of  thefe,  which  he  darted 
from  a  confiderable  diftance,  with  great  ftreogih  and  dexterity.  See 
Vegctius^  i,  17. 
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vaiiity  of  ifs  members  was  ftill  flattered  with  chap. 
honorary  diftindlions '• ;  biit  the  affembly  which  ._i^"i^ 
had  fo  long  been  the  fource,  and  fo  long  the 
inftrument  of  power,  was  refpeftfully  fuflfered  to 
fink  into  oblivion.  The  fenate  of  Rome,  lofing 
all  connexion  with  the  Imperial  court  and  the 
adual  conftitution,  was  left  a  venerable  but  ufe- 
lefs  monument  of  antiquity  on  the  Capitoline 
hill. 

When  the  Roman  princes  had  loft  fight  of  the  CivU  ma- 
fenate  and    of  .their  ancient  capital,  they   eafily  faidTfid!. 
forgot  the  origin  and  nature  of  their  legal  power* 
The  civil  offices  of  conful,  of  proconful,  of  cen* 
for,  and  of.  tribune,  by   the  union  of  which  it 
had   been    formed^    betrayed    to   the  people  iti 
republican  extradion.     Thofe  modeft  titles  were 
laid  afidc  »^ ;  and  if  they  ftill  diftinguilhed  theif 
high    ftation  by  the  appellation  of  Emperor,  or 
Imferator^  that  word  was  underftood  in  a  new 
and  more  dignified  fenfe,  and  no  longer  denoted 
the  general  of  the  Roman  armies,  bjat  the  fove» 
reign  of  the  Roman  world.    The  name  of  Etn-  imperial 
peror,  which   was  at  firft  of  a  military  nature,  t^f^"^*" 
was  aflbciated  with   another  of   a  more    fervile 
kind.     The  epithet  of  Dominus,  or  Lord,   in 
its  primitive  fignification,  was  expreffive,  not  of 
the  authority  of  a  prince  over  his  fubje£ts,  or 

^  See  tbe  Theodofian  Code^  l.vi.  tit.ii,  with  Gcdefroy'i  com- 
iDentary. 

^  See  the  nth  diflertation  in  Spaoheim^s  excellcot  work  de  U(u 
Numifmattini.  From  medals,  infcriptions,  and  hiltortans,  be  exa- 
mine* every  iFtie  ieparately»  and  traces  it  from  Au^oftot  to  the  mo- 
ment of  its  difappearing. 
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c  HA  P.   of  a  commander  over    his  foldiers,   but  of  the 
defpotic    power   of  a  mafter  over   his   domeftic 
flaves  *'•     Viewing  it  in  that  odious  light,  it  had 
been  rejefted  with  abhorrence  by  the  firft  Caefars. 
Their  refiftance  infenfibly  became  more    feeble, 
and   the  name  lefs    odious;    till  at  length    the 
ftyle  of  cur  Lord  and  Emperor^  was  not  only  be- 
llowed  by  flattery,   but  was  regularly  admitted 
into    the   laws   and   public   monuments.       Such 
lofty  epithets  were  fufficient  to  elate  and  fatisfy 
the  mod  exceffive  vanity ;  and  if  the  fucceiTors 
of  Diocletian  ftill  declined  the  title  of  Kingj  it 
feems  to  have  been  the  effect  not  fo  much  of 
their  moderation  as  of  their  delicacy.     Wherever 
the  Latin  tongue  was  in  ufe  (and  ic  was  the  lan<« 
guage  of  government  throughout  the'  empire), 
the  Imperial  title,  as  it  was  peculiar    to  them*' 
felves,  conveyed  a  more  refpeftabJe  idea  than  the 
name  of  King,  which  they  mud  have  (hared  with 
an   hundred  barbarian  chieftains;    or    which,  at 
the  bed,  they  could  derive  only  from  Romulus 
or  from  Tarquin.     But  the  fentiments  of  the  £aft 
were  very  different  from   thofe    of    the    Weft. 
From  the  earlieft  period  of  hiftory,  the  foveragns 
of  Afia  had  been  celebrated  in  the  Greek  lan- 
guage by   the  title  of  Basijleus^  or  King;  and 
iince  it    was   confidered  as   the  firft   diftin£Uon 

•«  Pliny  (id  Pancgyr.  c.  ^.  55,  &c.)  fpeaks  of /)<«rMBt  withexc. 
cration,  as  rynonymoii's  to  Tyrant,  and  oppolite  to  Prince.  And  ibe 
famePliny  regularly  gives  that  tiile  (in  the  tenth  book  of  the  epiftles) 
%m  his  friend  rather  than  matter,  the  virtuous  Trajan.  This  ftrange 
«ontradi£lion  puzzles  ihe  commentators^  who  tbink^  and  the  traofla* 
Xw%f  who  can  write* 
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among  men,  it  was  foon  employed  by  the  fervile  chap. 

provincials  of  the  Eaft,  in  their  humble  addreffes  v^.-^v--*-' 

to  the  Roman  throne  "*.      Even   the   attributes, 

or  at    leaft  the  titles    of   the   DiviNitv,    were 

ufurped  by  Diocletian  and  Maximian,  who  tranf- 

mitted  them  to  a  fucceffion  of  Chriftian  empe-  / 

rors  "^  •   Such  extravagant  compliments,  however, 

foon  lofe  their  impiety  by  lofing  their  meaning ; 

and  when  the  ear  is  once  accuftomed  to  the  found, 

they  are  heard  with  indifference  as  vsigue  though 

exceffive  profeffions  of  refpeft. 

From  the  time  of  Auguftus-  to  that  of  Diocle-  Diocletian 
tian,  the  Roman  princes  converfing  in  a  familiar  d^^J^m^*'* 
manner  among  their  fellow-citizens,  were  faluted  andintro- 
only  with  the  fame  refpeft  that  was  ufually  paid   Pcrn'n  ce- 
to  fenators    and    magiftrates.       Their    principal  r«non»ai? 
diftinftion  was  the  Imperial   or  military  robe  of 
purple  J  whilft  the  fenatorial  garment  was  marked 
by  a  broad,    and  the  equeftrian  by  a  narrow, 
band    or  ftripe  of  the  fame  honourable  colour. 
The  pride,  or  rather   the  policy,   of  Diocletian, 
engaged  that  artful  prince  to  introduce  the  ftately 
magnificence  of  the  court  of  Perfia  ■^'.     He  ven- 
tured  to  aflume  the    diadem,  an  ornament  de« 
tefted  by  the  Romans  as  the  odious  enfiga  of  roy- 
alty, and  the  ufe  of  which  had  been  confidered 

99  Syncfius  de  Regno,  Edit.  Petav.  p.  15.  I  am  indebted  for  this 
quotation  to  the  Abbe  de  la  I^lcteiie. 

100  See  Vendale  dc  Confecratione,  p.  354,  &c.  It  was  cuftomary 
for  tbe  emperors  to  mention  (in  the  preamble  of  laws)  their  ntmuttf 
fund  wu^efyt  divint  oracles,  &c»  According  lo  Tillemont,  Gregory  of 
Nazianzen  complains  molt  bitterly  of  the  profanation,  efpecially  when 
it  was  prafiifed  by  an  Arian  emperor. 

l^'  See  Spanheim  de  Ufu  Numifmat.  DiiTertat.  xii« 

M  3  .  as 


Digitized  "by 


Google 


j66  the  decline   AND    FALL 

c  HA  p.    as   the    moft  defpcratc   act  of  the    madnefs    of 
Caligula.      It  was  no  more  than  a  broad  white 
fillet  fet  with  pearls,  which  encircled  the  empe- 
ror's head.     The  fumptuous  robes  of  Diocletian 
and  his  fuccefibrs  were  of  filk  and  gold ;  and  it 
IS  remarked  with    indignation,    that   even    their 
ihoes  were  ftudded  with  the  molt  precious  gems. 
The  accefs  to  their  facred  perfon  was  every  day 
rendered    more   difficult,    by    the    intftirution  of 
new  forms  and  ceremonies.     The  avenues  of  the 
palace  were  flridily  guarded  by  the  various  y^ib^/r, 
as  they  began  to  be  called,  of  domeftic  officers. 
The  interior  apartments    were  intrqfted    to  the 
jealous  vigilance  of   the  eunuchs^    the  increafe 
of  ,whofe  numbers  and  influence   was  the  moft 
infallible  fymptom  of  the  progrefs   of  defpotifm, 
When  a  fubjedb   was  at  length  admitted  to  the 
Imperial    prefence,    he    was    obliged,    whatever 
might  be    his   rank,    to  fall   proftrate    on    the 
ground,  and  to  adore,  according  to  the  eaftem 
faihion,  the  divinity  of   his  lord  and  mafter  '*^ 
Diocletian  was  a  man  of  fenfe,  who,  in  the  courfe 
of  private  as  well  as  public  life,  had  formed  a 
juft  eftimate  both   of  himfelf  and   of  mankind : 
nor   is   it  eafy  to   conceive,   that   in  fubftituUng 
the   manners  of  Perfia    to  thofe   of    Rome,   he 
was  ferioufly  iaduated  by  fo  mean  a  principle  as 
that    of  vanity.      He  flattered    himfelf,    that  an 
oft^ntation   of  fplendour  and  luxury   would  fub- 
due  the  imagination  of  the  multitude ;   that  the 

"«»  Aurelius  Vi^Hor.  Eiitropius,  ix.  a5.  It  appears  by  the  Pane- 
gyiills,  that  the  Romans  were  loon  reconciled  to  the  name  and  cere- 
mony of  adoration. 
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in<march  would  be  Icfo  expofed  to  the  rude  licence  ^  ^j  ^  p. 
of  the  people  and  the  foldiers,  as  his  perfon  was  ^^m^^'^ 
iecluded  from  the  public  view;  and  that  habits 
of  fubmiifion  would  infenfibly  be  produdive  of 
femiments  of  -  veneration.  Like  the  modefty 
affe&ed  by  Auguftus,  the  ftate  maintained  by 
Diocletian  was  a  -  theatrical  reprefentation ;  but 
it  muft  be  confefied,  that  of  the  two  comedies,  the 
former  was  of  a  much  more  liberal  and  manly 
chara&er  than  the  latter.  It  was  the  aim  of  the 
one  to  difguife,  and  the  obje£l  of  th^  other  to 
difplay,  the  unbounded  power  which  the  emperors 
pofleffed  over  the  Roman  world. 

Oftentation  was  the  firft  principle  of  the  new  New  form 
fyftem  inftituted  by  Diocletian.     The  fecond  was  ftration, 
divifion.     He  divided  the  empire,  the  provinces,  Lufti^anj. 
and  every  branch  of  the  civil  as  well  as  military  iwoCae- 
adminiftradon.     He  multiplied  the  wheels  of  the 
machine  of  government,  and  rendered  its  ope- 
rations .  lefs   rapid  but   more  fecure.     Whatever 
advantages  and   whatever  defefls    might    attend 
thefe  innovations,  they  muft  be  afcribed  in  a  very 
great  degree  to  the  firft  inventor ;  but  as  the  new 
frame  of  policy    was    gradually    improved    and 
completed  by  fucceeding  princes,  it  will  be  more ' 
fatisfadory   to  delay  the  confideration   of  it  till 
the  feafon  of  its  full  maturity  and  perfeftion '*'. 
Rcferving,  therefore,  for   the  reign  of  Conftan- 

••1  The  innovations  introrfuced  by  Diocletian,  arc  chiefly  Hediicerl, 
ift,  from  fome  very  ftroncpaflTageii  in  La^lantius ;  ami,  adly,  from  ihe 
new  and  various  offices,  which,  in  the  Theodolian  code,  appe.ir  already 
eftabiiflied  in  the  begianing  of  the  reign  of  Ccnitantine, 
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CHAP-    time  a  more  exaft  piSure  of  the  new  empire,  we 
*^,^^^  ihall  content  ourfelves  with  defcribing  the  prin- 
cipal and  decifive  outline,  as  it  was  traced  by  the 
hand  of    Diocletian.      He   had   aiTociated   three 
colleagues  in  the  exercife  of  the  fupreme  power  ; 
and  as  he  was  convinced  that  the  abilities  of  a 
(ingle  man  were  inadequate  to  the  public  defence, 
he    confidered  the   joint   adminiftration  of*  four 
princes  not  as  a  temporary  expedient,  but  as  a 
fundamental  law  of  the  conltitution.     It  was  his 
intention,  that  the  two  elder  princes   fhould    be 
dilUnguiflied  by  the  ufe  of  the  diadem,  and   the 
title  of  August:  that,  as  affeftion  or  efteem  might 
direft  their  choice,  they  fliould  regularly  call  to 
their  afliftance  two  fubordinate   colleagues ;    and 
that  the  Ca/ars^  rlfing  in  their  turn  to  the  firft 
rank,  fhould  fupply  an  uninterrupted   fucceffion 
of  emperors*     The  empire  was  divided  into  four 
parts.      The  Eafl:  and  Italy   were  the  mod  ho* 
nourable,  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine  the  moft 
laborious    ftations.       The    former    claimed     th^ 
prefence  of  the  Augujii^  the  latter  were  intruded 
to  the  adminiftration  of  the  Cafars.     The  ftrength 
of  the  legions  was  in  the  hands  of  the  four  part- 
ners  of  fovereignty,  and  the   d^fpair  of  fuccef- 
fively,  vanquifhing  four   formidably   rivals,  might 
intimidate  the  ambition   of  an  afpiring  general. 
In   their  civil  government,    the    emperors    were, 
fuppofed  to  exercife  the  undivided  power  of  the 
monarch,  and  their   edifts,   infcribed   with   their 
joint  names,   were  received  in  all  the  provinces, 
as   promulgated    by    their   mutual    councils   and 
authority.       Notwithftanding    thefe    precautions, 
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the  political  union  of  the  Roman  world  was  gra-   chap, 
dualiy  diflbived,  and  a  principle  of  divifion  was  v.^,.^^^ 
introduced,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years, 
occafioned  the  perpetual  feparation  of  the  eaftern 
and  weftern  empires. 

The  fyftem  of  Diocletian  was  accompanied  increafcof 
with  anbther  very  material  difadvantage,  which 
cannot  even  at  prefent  be  totally  overlooked  j 
a  more  expenfive  eftablifliment,  and  confequently 
an  increafe  of  taxes,  and  the  oppreffion  of  the 
people.  Inftead  of  a  modeft  family  of  Haves 
and  freedmen,  fuch  as  had  contented  the  fimple 
greatnefs  of  Auguftus  and  Trajan,  three  or  four 
magnificent  courts  were  ellabliflied  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  empire,  and  as  many  Roman  kings 
contended  with  each  other  and  with  the  Perfian 
monarch  for  the  vain  fuperiority  of  pomp  and 
luxury.  The  number  of  minifters,  of  magiftrates, 
of  officers,  and  of  fervants,  who  filled  the  different 
departments  of  the  flate,  was  multiplied  beyond 
the  example  of  former  times ;  and  (if  we  may 
borrow  the  warm  expreffion  of  a  contemporary), 
"  when  the  proportion  of  thofe  who  received, 
^^  exceeded  the  proportion  of  thofe  who  con- 
"  tributed,  the  provinces  were  oppreffed  by  the 
**  weight  of  tributes  '**.'*  From  this  period  to 
the  extindion  of  the  empire,  it  would  be  eafy  to 
dedvice  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  clamours  and 
comp^nts.  According  to  his  religion  and  fitu- 
adon,  each  writer  chufes  either  Diocletian,  or 
Conftantine,  on  Valens,  or  Theodofius,  for  the 


104  La^lant.  de  M.  P.  c.  ;• 
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objeft  of  his  invedivcs  ;  but  they  unaAimouflf 
agree  in  reprefenting  the  burden  of  the  public 
impofitions,   and    particularly    the   land-tax  and 
capitation,     as    the     intolerable    and    increafing 
grievance  of  their  own  times.     From  fuch  a  con- 
currence, an  impartial  hiftorian,  who   is  obliged 
to  extrad  truth  from  fatire,  as  well  as  jfrom  pa- 
negyric, will  be  inclined    to  divide  the  blame 
among    the  princes  whom  they  accufe,  and  to 
afciibe  their  exactions  much  lefs  to  their  perfonai 
Tices,  than  to  the  uniform  fyftem  of  their  admi- 
niitration.    The  emperor  Diocletian  was  indeed 
the  author  of  that  fyftem;  but  during  his  rdgn, 
the  growing  evil  was  confined  within  the  bounds 
of  modefty  and  difcretion^  and  he  deferves  the 
reproach    of   efiablilhing    pernicious    precedents, 
rather   than    of   exerciflng    a£tua}  oppreffion'^'. 
It  may   be  added,  that  his  revenues  were  ma- 
naged with  prudent  oeconomy ;  and  that  after  all 
the  current  expences  were  difcharged,  there  ftill 
remained  in  the  Imperial  treafury  a'n  ample  pro* 
'   vifion  either  for  judicious  liberality  or  for  any 
emergency  of  the  ftate. 
AMicatton       It  was  in  the  twenty^firft  year  of  his  reign  that 
tilnand^"    Dioclctian  executed  his  memorable  refolution  of 
Maximian.  abdicating  the  empire ;  an  adion  more  naturally 
to  have  been  expefted  from   the  elder  or   the 
younger  Antoninus,  than  from  a  prince  who  bad 
never  praftifed   the   leffons   of  philofophy  either 
in  the  attainment  or  in  the  ufe  of  fupreme  power. 

• 

>o5  Indifla  lex  nova  quae  fane  illorum  temporum  modeftia  tolec^ 
abilis,  in  perniciem  proceiTit.  Aurel.  Vi5lor,  who  has  treated  the 
chaia^^r  of  Diocletian  with  good  fenfe,  though  is  bad  Larin. 
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Diocletian  acquired  the  glory  of  giving  to  the   c  h  a  p, 
world  the  firft  example  of  a  reflgnation  ^"^j  which  k^^^^^ 
has  not  been  very  frequently  imitated  by  fucceed- 
ing  monarchs.     The  parallel  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  Refcm. 
however,  will  naturally  offer  itfelf  to  our  mind,  chrdyi. 
not  only  fince  the  eloquence  of  a  modern  hifto«  Fift^ 
rian   has  rendered  that  name  fo   familiar  to  an 
£ngli(h  reader,  but  from  the  very  ftriking  refem* 
blance  between  the  characters  of  the  two  empe^i 
rors,  whofe    political   abilities   were   fuperior    to 
their  military  genius,  and  whofe  fpecious  virtues 
were  much  lefs  the  eifeCl  of  nature  than  of  art. 
The  abdication  of  Charles  appears  to  have  been 
haftened  by  the   viciiTitudes  of  fortune ;  and  the 
difappointment    of   his    favourite    fchemes  urged 
him   to  relinquifii  a  power    which  he  found  in- 
adequate  to   his   ambition.       But   the    reign   of 
Diocletian    had   flowed    with  a  tide   of  uninter- 
rupted fuccefs ;  nor  was  it  till  after  he  had  van* 
quilhed  all  his  enediies,  and  accompliflied  all  his 
defigns,  that  he  feems  to  have   entertained  any 
ferious  thoughts  of  refigning  the  empire.     Neither 
Charles  nor  Diocletian  were   arrived   at   a   very 
advanced  period  of  life ;  fince  the  one  was  only 
fifiy.five,  and  the  other  was  no  more  than  fifty, 
nine   years  of  age;  but  the  a£tive  life  of  thofe 
princes,    their   wars   and    journies,   the  cares  of 
royalty,   and   their   application   to  bulinefs,    had 

106  Solus  omnium,  poft  conditum  Romanum  Imperiutn,  qui  ex 
'tiDto  faftigio  fponte  ad  privatae  vite  ftatum  civiiiutcmque  remearet. 
Eotrop.  ix.  aS. 
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CHAP,    already  impaired  their  conftitution,  and  brought  on 
'_^,A_'  the  infirmities  of  a  premature  old  age  *®'. 
A.D,so4.       Notwithftanding    the   feverity   of  a  very   cold 
iwfslf  ^      and  rainy  winter,  Diocletian  left  Italy  foon  after 
Diocletian,  the   ceremony   of  his    triumph,   and    began    his 
progrefs   towards  the  Eaft  round   the   circuit  of 
the  Illyrian  provinces.     From  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  he 
fbon   contrafted  a   flow  illnefs ;  and    though   he 
made  eafy  marches,  and  was  generally  carried  in 
a  clofe  litter,  his  diforder,  before  he  arrived  at 
Nicomedia,  about  the  end   of  the  fummer,   was 
become  very  ferious  and  alarming.     During  the 
whole  winter  he  was  confined  to  his  palace :   his 
danger  infpired  a  general  and  unaffefted  concern  j 
but  the  people  could  only  judge  of  the  various 
alterations  of  his  health,  from   the  joy  or  -con- 
fternation   which    they  difcovered    in  the  coun- 
tenances and  behaviour  of  his   attendants.     The 
rumour  of  his  death  was  for  fome  time  univer*. 
fally   believed,  and   it   was   fuppofed   to  be  con- 
cealed, with  a  view  to  prevent  the  troubles  that 
might  have  happened  during  the  abfence  of  the 
Gaefar  Galerius.     At  length,  however,  on  the  firft 
of  March,    Diocletian   once    more   appeared    in 
public,  but  fo  pale  and  emaciated,  that  he  could 
fcarcely  have  been  recognifed  by  thofe  to  whom 
His  prii-     ^^s  perfon  was  the  moft  familiar.     It  was  time  to 
aciKc,        put  an  end  to  the  painful  ftruggle,  which  he  had 

'•7  The  particular!  of  the  journey  nnd  Illnefs  are  taken  fvo^  Lac- 
tantius  (c.  170>  ^ba  msiy  fimetiaut  be  acimitted  as  aj)  evidence  of 
public  fa^ls,  though  very  feldom  of  private  aoccdotei* 
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fuftained  during  more  than  a  year,  between  the  c  h  a  p^ 
care  of  his  health  and  that  of  his  dignity.  i^^y«w 
The  former  required  indulgence  and  relaxation, 
the  latter  conipelled  him  to  direft,  from  the  bed 
of  ficknefs,  the  adminillration  of  a  great  empire. 
He  refolved  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
honourable  repofe,  to  place  his  glory  beyond  the 
reach  of  fortune,  and  to  relinquiih  the  theatre  of 
the  world  to  his  younger  and  more  active  aiTo- 
dates"*. 

The  ceremony  of  his  abdication  was  performed 
in    a  fpacious    plain,    about    three    miles    from 
Nicomedb«       The    emperor    afcended     a    lofty 
throne,  and  in  a  fpeech,  full  of  reafon  and  dig- 
nity, declared  bis  intention,  both  to  the  people, 
and  to  the  foldiers  who  were  aiTembled  on  this 
extraordinary  occafion.     As  foon  as  he  had  dl-  a.  0.305. 
veiled  himfelf  ojf  the  purple,  he  withdrew  front  ^'^  '• 
the  gazing  multitude ;  and  traverfing  the  city  in 
a  covered  chariot,  proceeded,  without  delay,  to 
the  favourite  retirement  which  he  had  chofen  iii 
his  native  country   of  Dalmatia.     On   the   fame  Compti. 
day,  which   was  the  firft  of  May  "%  Maximian,  Ma^imiaii. 
as  it  had  been  previoufly  concerted,    made   his 
refignation  of    the    Imperial    dignity   at    Milan. 

10^  Aurelius  Vii>or  afcribes  the  abdication,  which  had  been  Co  va- 
rioufly  accounted  for,  to  two  caufes.  liU  Diocletian's  contempt  of 
ambition;  and  sdly,  His  apprehenfion  of  impending  troubles.  One 
of  the  panegyt'ifts  (vi.  9.}  mentions  the  age  and  infimuties  of  Diode- 
tian,  as  a  very  natural  reafon  for  his  retirement. 

'^  The  difficulties  as  well  as  miftakes  attending  tlie  da:es  both  of 
the  year  and  of  the  day  of  Diocletian*s  abdication,  are  perfe<ft]y  cleared 
tip  by  Tillemont,  Hid.  dcs  Einpereurs»  torn.  iv.  p.  515.  Note  19, 
ftnd  by  Pagi  ad  annum. 
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CHAP.  Even  in   the  fplendour  of  the   Roman  triumph^ 

\^^^^L^  Diocletian   had   meditated  his  defign  of  abdicate 

ing  the  government.     As  he  wiflied  to  fecure  the 

obedience   of  Maximian,  he   exaded  from  him, 

either  a  general  aflurance  that  he  would  fubmit 

his  actions  to  the  authority  of  his  benefaftor,  or 

a  particular  promife  that  he  would  defcend  from 

the  throne,   whenever  he  fliould  receive  the  ad* 

vice  and  the  example.     This  engagement,  though 

it   was   confirmed   by  the  folemnity   of  an   oath 

before   the    altar   of    the    Capitoline   Jupiter "% 

V^ould  have  proved  a  feeble  reftraint  on  the  fierce 

temper  of  Maximian,  whofe  paffion  was  the  lovtf 

of  power,  and  who  neither  defired  prefent  tran* 

quillity  nor  future  reputation.     But  he  yielded^ 

however  reluctantly,  to  the  afcendant  which  his 

wifer  colleague  had  acquired  over  him,   and  re« 

tired,  immediately  after  his  abdication,  to  a  villa 

in  Lucania,  where  it  was  almoft  impoffible  that 

fuch  an  impatient  fpirit  could  find  any  lading  tran« 

cjuillity. 

Reiirtmert       Diocletian,  who,  from  a   fervile  origin^  had 

tian  arsa.   T^fed  himfelf  to  the  throne,  paiTed  the  nine  laft 

loua.         years  of  his  life  in  a  private  condition.     Reafon 

had  dictated,  and  content  feems  to  have  accom* 

panied,  his   retreat,  in  which  he  enjoyed  for  a 

long  time  the  refpeO:  of  thofe  princes  to  whom 

.  he  had  refigned  the  poiTeiCon  of  the  world  "'• 

It 

««♦  See  Panegyr.  Veter.Ti.  9.  The  oration  i«ra$  pronounced  after 
Maximian  f)rad  re-a (Turned  the  porple. 

>»  Eumeniut  pays  him  a  very  fine  compliment;  **  At  enim  diYinUillf 
*'  ilium  viium,  <}ui  primus  imperiiim  et  participa? it  et  pofoit,  coofilii  e( 
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It  18  feldotn  that  minds,   long  exercifed  in  bu(i-  chap. 
ndsj  have  formed  any  habits  of  converfing  with  ^,^0^^^^ 
themfclves,  and  in  the  lofs  of  power  they  prin- 
cipally   regret  the    want    of    occupation.      The 
amuferaents  of  letters    and   of   devotion,  which 
afford  fo  many  refources  in  folitude,  were  inca-* 
pable  of  fixing  the  attention  of  Diocletian ;  but 
he  had  preferved)  or  at  lead '  he  foon  recovered, 
a  tafte  for  the  mod  innocent  as  well  ds  natural 
|Jeafures,  and  his  leifure  hours  were  fufEciently 
employed  in  building,   planting,   and  gardening* 
His  anfwer  to  Maximian  is  defervedly  celebrated. 
He  was  foUcited  by   that  reftlefs  old  man  to  re-  hu  phho- 
afliime  the  reins  of  government,  and  the  Imperial  ^^^^^' 
purple.       He    rejeded    the   temptation    with   a 
fmile  of  pity,  calmly  obferving,  that  if  he  could 
Ihew    Maximian    the    cabbages   which    he    had 
planted  with  his  own  hands  at  Salona,  he  ihould 
no  longer  be  urged  to  relinquilh  the  enjoyment 
of    happinefs   for    the   purfuit   of  power  "*.     In 
his  converfations  with  his  friends,  he  frequently ' 
acknowledged,  that  of  all  arts,  the  mod  difficult 
was  the  art  of  reigning  5  and  he  expreffed  himfelf 
on     that     favourite-    topic     with    a    degree     of 
warmth  which  could  be  the   refult  only  of  ex- 
perience.    **  How  often,'*'  was  he  accuftomed  to 
lay,  **  is  it  the  intereft  of  four  or  five  minifters 
**  to  combine  together    to    deceive    their    fove- 

**  fz&\  Ciii  non  pcenitet ;  nee  amififle  fe  putat  quod  fponte  tranfcripiit 
**  Felix  beatufque  vere  quern  veilra,  tantorum  principum,  colunt  ob- 
iaqaia  priTituro.**    Panegyr.  Vet.  vii.  15. 

Ill  We  are  obliged  to-  the  younger  Victor  for  this  celebrated  bon 
mot.     Eutropias  mentions  the  thing  in  a  more  general  manner. 

3  « reign! 
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CHAP.  «  reign!  Secluded  from  mankind  by  his  exalted 
*,^v-^  *'  dignity,  .the  truth  is  concealed  from  his  know- 
"  ledge ;  he  can  fee  only  with  their  eyes,  he 
*'  hears  nothing  but  their  mifreprefentations. 
**  He  confers  the  moft  important  offices  upon 
**  vice  and  weaknefs,  and  difgraces  the  moft 
•'  virtuous  and  deferving  among  his  fubjefts. 
*'  By  fuch  infamous  arts/'  added  Diocletian,  "  the 
"  bell  and  wifeft  princes  are  fold  to  the  venal 
*'  corruption  of  their  courtiers  "V  A  juft 
cftimate  of  greatnefs,  and  the  aflurance  of  im- 
mortal fame,  improve  our  relifli  for  the  plea- 
fures  of  retirement ;  but  the  Roman  emperor 
had  filled  too  important  a  character  in  the  world, 
to  enjoy  without  allay  the  comforts  and  fecurity 
of  a  private  condition.  It  was  impoffible  that 
he  could  remain  ignorant  of  the  troubles  which 
afHided  the  empire  after  his  abdication.  It-  was 
impoffible  that  he  could  be  indifferent  ^to  their 
confequences.  Fear,  forrow,  and  difcontent, 
fometimes  purfued  him  into  the  folitude  of  Sa- 
lona.  His  tendernefs,  or  at  lead  his  pride,  was 
deeply  wounded  by  the  misfortunes  of  his  wife 
and  daughter ;  and  the  lafl  moments  of  Diocle- 
tian were  embittered  by  fome  affronts,  which 
Licinius  and  Conflantine  might  have  fpared  the 
Either  of  fo  many  emperors,  and  the  firfl  anthor 
and  j^cath»  of  their  own  fortune.  A  report,  though  of  a  very 
^'   "  ^"'  doubtful  nature,  has  reached  our  times,  that  he 


>*l  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  113,  st4.,     Vopifcus  had  learned  thi»  con- 
f  erCttion  from  bit  faihcr. 

prudently 


Digitized  by 


G6ogIe 


OF  THE  ROMAK  EMPIRf.  »77 

{yrudeatly  \rithdrew  himfclf  from  Aeir  power  by  ^  ^-f.  **• 
a  volimtary  death  "*.  ^.-^v-w 

Before  we  difmife  the  confideration  of  the  life  Defcrip- 
and  character  of  Diocletian,  we  may,  for  a  mo-  {j,°„3^nf** 
ment,  dire£k  our  view  to  the  place  of  his  retire-  the  adja- 
ment.  Salona,  a  principal  city  of  his  native  ^^l^®'*"* 
province  of  Dalmatia,  was  near  two  hundred 
Romsm  miles  (according  to  the  meaTorement  of 
the  public  highways,  from  Aquileia  and  the  con- 
fines of  Italy,  and  about  two  hundred  and  feventy 
from  Sirmium,  the  ufual  refidence  of  the  empe- 
rors whenever  they  vifited  the  Illyrian  frontier  "^. 
A  miferable  village  ftill  preferves  the  name  of 
Salooa }  but  fo  late  as  the  Sixteenth  century,  the 
remains  of  a  theatre,  and  a  confufed  profped:  of 
broken  arches  and  marble  columns,  continued  to 
atteft  its  ancient  fplendour*'^  About  fix  of 
feven  miles  from  the  city,  Diocletian  conftrufted 
a  magnificent  palace,  and  we  may  infer,  from 
the  greatnefs  of  the  work,  how  long  he  had 
meditated  his  defign  of  abdicating  the  empire. 
The  choice  of  a  fpot  which  united  all  that  could 
contribute  either  to  health  or  to  luxury,  did  not 

*>4  The  younger  Viftor  flightlj  mentions  (he  report.  But  as  Dto» 
detmn  bad  difobliged  a  powerful  and  fuccefsful  party,  his  memory 
has  been  loaded  with  every  crime  and  misfortune.  It  has  been 
affirmed,  that  he  died  raring  mad,  that  he  was  condemned  as  a  crimt« 
aal  by  the  Roman  fenate,  &c. 

«»5  See  the  Itiner.  p.  469.  47a.  Edit.  Wcflel. 

«"*  The  Abate  Fortis,  in  his  Viaggio  in  Dalmazia,  p.  43.  (printed 
at  Venice  in  the  year  17749  in  two  fmall  volumes  in  quarto)  quotes  a 
M8.  account  of  the  antiquities  of  Salona,  compofed  by  Giambattifta 
Ginftiniani  about  the  middle  of  the  xvith  century. 
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CHAP*  require  the  parriality  of  a  native.  "  The  foil 
**  was  dry  and  fertile,  the  air  is  pure  and  whole- 
"  fome,  and  though  extremely  hot  during  the 
**  fummer  months,  this  country  feldom  feels 
"  thofe  fultry  and  noxious  winds,  to  which  the 
"  coafts  of  Iftria  and  fome  parts  of  Italy  are  ex- 
*'  pofed.  The  views  from  the  palace  are  no  lefs 
**  beautiful  than  the  foil  and  climate '  were  in- 
"  viting.  Towards  the  weft  lies  the  fertile 
"  fhore  that  ftretches*  along  the  Hadriatic,  in 
"  which  a  number  of  fmall  iflands  are  fcattered 
'*  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  this  part  of  the 
"  fea  the  appearance  of  a  great  lake.  On  the 
**  north  fide  lies  the  bay,  which  led  to  the  ancient 
"  city  of  Salona;  and  the  country  beyond  it, 
**  appearing  in  fight,  forms  a  proper  contraft  to 
*'  that  more  extenfive  profpeft  of  water,  which 
"  the  Hadriatic  prefents  both  to  the  fouth  and  to 
"  the  eaft.  Towards  the  north,  the  view  is  ter- 
*'  minated  by  high  and  irregular  mountains, 
*^  fituated  at  a  proper  diftance,  and,  in  many 
*'  places,  covered  with  villages,  woods,  and  vine- 
«  yards  '*'." 

"7  Adams*8  Antiquities  of  Diocletian*s  palace  at  Spalatro,  p.  6. 
Wc  may  add  a  circumftancc  or  two  from  the  Abate  Fortit :  the  little 
ftreani  of  the  Hyadcr,  mentioned  by  Lucan,  produces  moft  excellent 
trout,  which  a  fagacious  writer,  perhaps  a  monk,  fuppofcs  to  have  been 
one  of  the  principal  reafons  that  determined  Diocletian  in  the  choice 
of  his  retirement.  Fortis,  p.  45,  The  fame  authcr  (p.  38.)  obienres, 
that  a  tafte  for  agriculture  is  reviving  at  Spalatro  j  and  that  an  expe- 
rimental farm  has  lately  been  eilabliihed  near  the  city,  by  a  fociety  of 
gentlemen* 

Though 
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Though  Conftantine,  from  a  very  obvious  pre-  *^  ^  ti  ^* 
judice,  affe£ts   to  mentioa  the  palace  of  Diocle-  '^— -..^w 
tian   with   contempt'",    yet    one    of  their    fuc-  t^anP'*^[*" 
ceflbrs,  who  could  only  fee  it  in  a  negleded  and  lace, 
mutilated    ftate,    celebrates   its    magnificence    in 
terms  of  the  higheft  admiration  "•.      It  covered 
an  extent  of  ground  confiding  of  between  nine 
and  ten  Englifli  acres.     The  form  was  quadran* 
gular,  flanked  with  fixteen  towers.     Two  of  the 
fides  were  near  fix  hundred,   and  the  other  two 
near  feven  hundred  feet  in  length.     The  whole 
was  conftrufked  of  a  beautiful  free-ftone,  extradled 
from    the    neighbouring    quarries  of    Trau,    or 
Tragutium,    and  very  little    inferior    to   marble 
itfelf.      Four  ftreets,  interfeding  each    other  at 
right  angles,   divided   the    feveral  parts  of  this 
'  great  edifice,  and  the  approach  to  the  principal 
apartment  was  from  a  very  ftately  entrance,  which 
is  ftill  denominated  the  Golden  Gate.     The  ap- 
proach was  terminated  by  a  perijiylium  of  granite 
columns,  on  one  fide  of  which  we  difcover  the 
fquare  temple  of  ^fculapius,   on  the   other  the 
odagon  temple  of  Jupiter.     The  latter  of  thofe 
deities  Diocletian  revered  as   the  patron   of   his 
fortunes,  the  former  as  the  proteftor  of  his  health. 
By  comparing  the  prefent  remains  with  the  pre- 
cepts of  Vitruvius,  the  feveral  parts  of  the  build- 
ing,  the  baths,  bedchamber,  the  atrium^  the  bq/t-- 
Uca^  and  the  Cyzicene,  Corinthian,  and  Egyp- 

i>s  Conftantin.  Orat.  ad  Coetum  San6l.  c.  t5.  In^thit  fermon, 
the  emperor,  or  the  biftiop  who  compofed  it  for  hiniy  affects  to  relate 
the  miferable  end  of  all  the  perfccutors  of  the  church. 

f  >9  Conftantin.  Porphyr.  de  Statu  Imper.  p*  86. 
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CHAP,   tian  halfs  have  been  defcribed  with  fome  degree 
of  precifion:,  or  at  leaft  of  probability.       Their 
forms  were  various,  their  proportions  juft,  but 
tbey  were  all  attended  with  two    imperfedions^ 
very  repugnant  to  our  modern  notions   of  tafte 
tad    convenieticy.      Thefe    flately    fOoins     had 
neither  windowl  nor  chimnies.    Tiiey  were  lighted 
from  the  top.  (for  the  building  feems  to  have 
conilfted  of  no  more  than  one  ftory),  and  they 
received  thefr  heat  by  the  help  of  pipes    that 
Were  conveyed  along  the  walls.     The  range  of 
principal  apartments  was  prote^ed  towards   the 
ibuth«weft,  by  a  portico   of  five   hundred    and 
feventeen  feet  long,  which  mufl:  have  formed  a 
very  noble  and  delightful  walk,  when  the  beau-» 
tiei  of  painting  and  fculpture  were  added  to  thofb 
of  the  profpedl. 

Had  this  magnificent  edifice  remained  in  a  foli-> 
tary  country,  it  would  have  been  expofed  to  the 
ravages  of  time;    but  it  might,  perhaps,    have 
eGcaped   the   rapacious  induftry  of   man.      The 
village  of  Afpalathus  ***^,  and,  long  afterwards,  the 
provincial  town  of  Spalatro,  had  grown  out  of 
its  ruins.     The  golden  gate  now  opens  into  the 
market-place.     St.  John  the  Baptift  has  ufhrped 
the  honours  of  ^fculapius ;   and  the  temple  of 
Jupiter,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Virgin,   b 
converted   into  the  cathedral  church.      For  this 
account  of  Diocletian's  palace,  we  are  principally 
indebted  to  an  ingenious  artifl  of  our  own  time 
and  country,  whom  a  very  liberal  curiofity  car- 

,  "«  D'AnvilIe,  Qeographie  Ancienne,  torn.  i.  p.  i6s. 
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ried  into  the  heart  of  Dalmatia  "'.  But  there  is  chap. 
room  to  fufpeA,  that  the  elegance  of  his  defigns  ^— -^^^ 
and  engraving  has  fotnewhat  flattered  the  objefts 
which  it  was  their  purpofe  to  reprefent.  We  Decline  of 
are  informed  by  a  more  recent  and  very  judi*  *^**'^*' 
dous  traveller,  that  the  awful  ruins  of  Spalatro 
are  not  lefs  expreilive  of  the  declme  of  the  arts^ 
than  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  Roman  empire  in 
the  time  of  Diocletian  '**.  If  fuch  was  indeed 
the  ftate  of  architedure,  we  mufi:  naturally  be» 
Keve  that  painting  and  fculpture  had  experienced 
a  dill  more  feniible  decay.  The  pradice  of 
archite&ure  is  direfted  by  a  few  general  and  even 
mechanical  rules.  But  fculpture,  and,  abote  all, 
painting,  propofe  to  themfelves  the  imitation 
not  only  of  the  forms  of  nature,  but  of  the  cha- 
raders  and  paffions  of  the  human  foul.  In  thofe 
fublime  arts,  the  dexterity  of  the  hand  is  of 
little  avail,  unlefs  it  is  animated  by  fancy,  and 
guided  by  the  moft  correft  tafte  and  obferva- 
tion. 

It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  remark,  that  the  of  letterif 
dvil  diftradtions  of  the  empire,    the   licence  of 
the  foldiers,   the  inroads  of  the  barbarians,  and 

'*■  Mcffitvrs  Adam  and  ClpriflVaUf  attended  hf  two  draughtfines» 
yifitcd  Spalatro  in  (he  month  of  July  1757.  The  magnificent  work 
which  their  jotimey  produced,  was  publifbed  jn  London  feven  years 
afterwards. 

>«<  I  ihall  quote  the  words  of  the  Abate  Fortis.  '<  £*baftevo!- 
'*  mente  nota  agli  amatori  deir  Architettura,  e  dell*  Anu.h:tr:> 
"  r  opera  del  Signor  Adams,  che  a  donato  molto  a  que*  fupeibi  vef- 
**  rigi  coll^  abitoale  eleganza  del  fuo  toccalapis  e  del  bulino.  Ir.  L;t:- 
**  neralela  roase^za  del  fcalpello,  e*l  catiyo  gufto  del  ftcoio  vl  gare^- 
<<  giana  ooUa  magniiicenia  del  iabricato.'*    See  Via^^!0  in  Duhua- 
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CHAP,  the  progrefs  of  defpotifm,  had  proved  very  un- 
favourable to  genius,  and  even  to  learning. 
The  fucceffion  of  Illyrlan  princes  reftored  the 
empire,  without  reftoring  the  fciences.  Their 
military  education  was  not  calculated  to  infpire 
them  with  the  love  of  letters  ;  and  even  the  mind 
of  Diocletian,  however  adive  and  capacious  in 
bufinefs,  was  totally  uninformed  by  (ludy  or  fpe- 
culation.  The  profeilions  of  law  and  phyfic  are 
of  fuch  common  ufe  and  certain  profit,  that  they 
will  always  fecure  a  fufScient  number  of  prac- 
titioners, endowed  with  a  reafonable  degree  of 
abilities  and  knowledge;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  ftudents  in  thofe  two  faculties  appeal  to 
any  celebrated  mafters  who  have  flouriihed  within 
that  period.  The  voice  of  poetry  was  filent. 
Hiftory  was  reduced  to  dry  and  confufed  abridge 
ments,  alike  deftitute  of  amufement  and  inftruc- 
tion.  A  languid  and  affeded  eloquence  was 
ftill  retained  in  the  pay  and  fervice  of  the  em- 
peror^,  who  encouraged  not  any  arts  except  thofe 
which  contributed  to  the  gratification  of  their 
pride,  or  the  defence  of  their  power  "'. 

Tii«  "*?  ^^^  declining  age  of  learning  and  of  mankind 
is  marked,  however,  by  the  rife  and  rapid  pro- 
grefe    of  the   new    Platonifts.      The   fchool   of 


Platonifts. 


1^1  The  orator  Eumenius  was  fecretary  to  the  emperors  Maxiitiiaa 
mnd  Conftantius,  and  ProfeiTor  of  Kheturic  in  the  college  of  Autun. 
JEiis  falary  was  fix  hundred  thoufand  fefterces^  which,  according  to  the 
loweft  computation  of  that  age,  mutt  have  exceeded  three  thoufand 
pounds  a  year.  He  gencroully  requefted  the  permiilion  of  employing 
it  in  rebuilding  the  college.  See  his  Oration  De  reftaurandis  fcholis} 
whicby  ibough  not  eyempt  from  vanity,  may  atone  for  his  panegyrics, 

Alex* 
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Alexandria  filenced  thofe  of  Athens ;    and   the  ^  ^^  p. 
ancient  fefts  inrolled  themfelves   under  the  ban-  ^ 
ners  of  the  more  fafliionable   teachers,   who  re- 
commended their  fyftem  by  the  novelty  of  their 
method,    and    the    aufterity    of    their    manners. 
Several    of  thefe   mafters,   Ammonius,  Plotinus, 
Amelius,  and   Porphyry  ***,    were   men   of  pro- 
found thought,  and  intenfe  application ;   but  by 
mifliaking  the  true   objefl:  of   philofophy,    their 
labours  contributed  much  lefs  to  improve,  than 
to  corrupt  the  human  underftanding.     The  know- 
ledge that  is  fuited  to  our  fituation  and  powers, 
the  whole  compafs  of  moral,  natural,  and  ma- 
thematical   fcience,    was  negledied    by  the  new 
Platonifts;    while  they  exhaufted  their  ftrength 
in  the  verbal  difputes  of  metaphyfics,  attempted 
to  explore  the  fecrets  of  the  invlfible  world,  and 
ftudied  to  reconcile  Ariftotle  with  Plato,  on  fub- 
jefts,  of  which  both  thefe  philofophers  were  as 
ignorant  as  the  reft  of  mankind.      Confuming 
their  reafon  in  thefe  deep  but  unfubftantial  me- 
ditations, their   minds   were  expofed  to  illufions 
of  fancy.      They  flattered   themfelves   that  they 
poiTeflred  the  fecret  of  difengaging  the  foul  from 
its   corporeal  prifon ;    claimed  a  familiar    inter- 
courfe  with  daemons  and  fpirif?;  and  by  a  very 
Angular  revolution,  converted  the  ftudy  of  phi- 
lofophy into  that  of  magic.      The  ancient  fages 

»*♦  Porphyry  died  about  the  time  of  Diocletian's  abdication.  The 
life  of  hi»  inaitcr  Plotiiuis,  which  he  compofed^  will  give  us  the  iroft 
complete  idea  of  the  genius  of  the  fe£l,  and  the  manners  of  its  pro- 
fcflbrs.  This  very  curious  piece  is  initrted  in  Fabricius,  Hibliutheca 
QiXCBf  torn,  iv.  p.  SS— X48. 
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c  H  A  P-  had  derided  the  popular  fuperllition ;  after  di& 
w^w  gulfing  its  extravagance  by  the  thin  pretence  of 
gillegory,  the  difciples  of  Plotinus  and  Porphyry 
became  its  moft  zealous  defenders.  As  they 
agreed  mth  the  Chriftlans  in  a  few  myderious 
points  of  faith,  they  attacked  the  remainder  of 
their  theological  fyflcm  with  all  the  fury  of  civil 
war.  The  new  Platonifts  would  fcarcely  dcferve 
a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  fciencci  but  in  that  of 
the  church  the  mention  of  thpm  will  very  fret 
quently  occur* 
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CHAP.   XIV. 

Troubles  after  the  Abdication  of  Diocletian.-^Death 
of  Con/tantius.  —  Elevation  of  Conjiantine  and 
Maxeniius. — Six  Emperors  at  the  fame  Time.--^ 
Death  of  Maximian  and  Galerius* — Vi^ories  of 
Conftantine  over  Maxentius  and  Licinius. — Re^ 
union  of  the  Empire  under  the  Authority  of  Con^ 
Jiantine. 

rpHE  balance  of  power  eftablifhed  by  Dioclcr,  chap. 
^    tian   fubfifted  no   longer  than  while  it  was  v^^IJ^Zl^ 
fudained  by  the  firm  and  dexterous  hand  of  the  Pertod  of 
founder.      It    required    fuch    a    fortunate    mia^i.  and*confu- 
ture  of  different  tempers  and  abilities,  as  could  ^>^"- 
fcarcely  be  found  or  even  expe£ted  a  fecond  time ;   —313. 
two  emperors  without  jealoufy,  two  Caelars  with- 
out ambition,  and  the  fame  general  intereft  in- 
variably  purfued    by  four    independent    princes. 
The  abdication  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian  was 
fucceeded  by  eighteen  years  of  difcord  and  con- 
fufion.      The  empire  was  afflided  by  five  civil 
wars  J  and  the  'remainder  of  the  time  was  not  fo 
much  a  ilate  of  tranquillity  as  a  fufpenfion  of  arms 
between  feveral  hoftile  monarchs,  who,  viewing 
each  other  with  an  eye  of  fear  and  hatred,  drove 
to  increafe  their  refpeflive  forces  at  the  expence  of 
their  fubjeds. 

As  foon  as  Diocletian  and  Maximian  had  re-  charaaer 
figned  the  purple,  their  ftation,  according  to  the  J"^  ^^JM*- 
rules  of  the  new  conlUtution,  was  filled  by  the  Conftan. 

two  ^"•^ 
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CHAP,  two  Casfars,  Conftantius  and  Galerius,  who  im- 
mediately  aflumed  the  title  of  Auguftus '.  The 
honours  of  feniority  and  precedence  were  allowed 
to  the  former  of  thofe  princes,  and  he  continued, 
under  a  new  appellation,  to  adminider  his  ancient 
department  of  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain.  The 
government  of  thofe  ample  provinces  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  exercife  his  talents,  and  to  fatisfy  his 
ambition.  Clemency,  temperance,  and  mode- 
ration,  diftinguifhed  the  amiable  charafter  of 
Conftantius,  and  his  fortunate  fubjefts  had  fre- 
quently occafion  to  compare  the  virtues  of  their 
fovereign  with  the  paffions  of  Maximian,  and 
even  with  the  arts  of  Diocletian*.  Inflead  of 
imitating,  their  eaftern  pride  and  magnificence, 
Conftantius  preferved  the  modefty  of  a  Romaa 
prince.  He  declared,  with  unaffefted  fmcerity, 
that  his  moft  valued  ticafure  was  in  the  hearts  of 
his  people,  and  that,  whenever  the  dignity  of  the 
throne,  or  the  danger  of  the  ftate,  required  any 
extraordinary  fupply,  he  could  depend  with  con- 
fidence on  their   gratitude  and  liberality'.     The 

,  pTovin^ 

»  M.  de  Montefqiiieu  ( Con fiderai ions  fur  la  Grandeur  ct  la  Deca- 
dence des  Romain$,  c.  17.)  Aippofesi  on  the  authority  of  Orofms  nnd 
Eufebius,  thar,  on  this  occafion,  the  empire,  for  the  firft  time,  wa$ 
rntly  divided  into  two  parts.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  diftovcr  in 
what  refpe^  the  plan  ot  Galerius  dii&ied  from  that  of  Diocletian. 

»  Hie  lion  modo  amabilis,  fed  etiam  vcner'jbllis  Gallis  fuit ;  pr^e- 
cipue  quod  Diodctiani  fufpeftann  prudeutiam,  ex  M;*xiaiiani  fangui- 
nariam  vioIcnli»:m  inipciio  ejus  evalcrant.     Eutrop.  Jiuviar.  x.  1. 

?  Divitiis  Provincialium  {\wt\,  prroinciafum)  ac  privatorum  ftudens, 
fifci  coinmoda  non  aditioduni  afFs^^ansj  ducenfque  melius  pubiicaa 

ope  a 
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provincials  of  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain,  fenfible  chap, 
of  his  worth,  and  of  their  own  happinefs,  refleded  v^.-'v-w 
with  anxiety  on  the  declining  health  of  the  em- 
peror Conftantius,  and  the  tender  age  of  his  nu- 
merous family,  the  ifl'ue  of  his  fecond   marriage 
with  the  daughter  of  Maximian. 

The    ftern   temper   of  Galerius  was  caft  in  a   of  Gale- 
very  diflferent  mould  ;  and   while  he  commanded.  ""^' 
the  efteem  of  his  fubjefts,  he  feldom  condefcendcd 
to  folicit  their  afFeftions.     His  fame  in  arms,  and 
above  all,   the   fuccefs   of  the  Perfian  war,   had 
elated   his   haughty   mind,    which   was    naturally 
impatient  of  a  fuperior,  or  even  of  an  equal.     If 
it  were  poflible  to  rely  on  the  partial  teftimony 
of  an  injudicious  writer,    we    might  afcribe  the 
abdication  of  Diocletian  to   the  menaces  of  Ga- 
lerius,  and  relate  the  particulars  of  a  private  con- 
verfation  between  the  two  princes,  in  which  the 
former  difcovered  as  much   pufillanimity  as  the 
latter  difplayed  ingratitude  and  arrogance  *.     But 
thefe  obfcure  anecdotes  are  fufEciently  refuted  by 
ah  impartial  view  of  the  character  and  conduct  of 
Diocletian.       Whatever     might    otherwife    have 
been  his  intensions,  if  he  had  apprehended  any 

opes  a  privatis haheri,  quam  intra  unum  cUuftrum  rcreryari.  Id.  ibid* 
He  carried  this  maxim  (o  far,  that  whenever  he  gave  an  entertain rnent* 
he  was  obliged  to  borrow  a  fci  vice  of  plate. 

+  La^antius  de  Mort.  Pcrfecutor.  c.  i8.  Were  the  particulars  of 
thi«  conference  more  confiiiem  with  truth  and  decency,  we  might  ttill 
a(k»  how  they  came  to  the  knowledge  of  \\\  obt.  mtr  rherr^rician  ?  But 
there  are  many  hiflvin'ans'who  put  us  in  mind  oC  the  ?«du»iraMe  faying 
of  the  great.  Conde  to  cardinal  de  Reizj  *•  Ces  roq urs  nous  font 
**  parler  et  agir,  comme  iis  auroieut  iait  eux-meines  a  notre  place/* 

6  danger 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


x88  THE   DECLINE    AND   FALL 

CHAP*  danger  from  the  violence  of  Galerias,  his  good 
Ci^,^;  fenfe  would  have  inftruded  him  to  prevent  the  ig* 
nomlnious  conteft ;  and  as  he  bad  held  the  fceptre 
with  glory,   be  would  have  refigned   it    without 
difgrace. 
The  two         After  the  elevation  of  Conftantius  and  Galerius 
V  *u7and*"  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^f  -^^gnfth  ^wo  ncw  CafoTs  wcfc  re* 
Waximin.   quired  to   fupply  their   place,    and    to  complete 
the  fyftem   of  the   Imperial  government.      Dio- 
cletian was  fmcerely  defirous  of  withdrawing  him* 
felf  from  the  world  ;  he  confidered  Galerius,   who 
had  married  his  daughter,  as  the  firmed  fupport 
of  his  family  and  of  the  empire;    and   he  con« 
fented,     without    reludance,    that   his    fucceflbr 
jhould  aflume  the  merit  as  well  as  the  envy  of 
the  important  nomination.     It  was  fixed  without 
confulting  the  interefl:  or  inclination  of  the  princes 
of  the  Weft.     Each  of  them  had  a  fon  who  was 
arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  and  who  might 
have  been  deemed   the  moil   natural  candidates 
for  the  vacant  honour.     But  the  impotent  relents 
meat  of  Majumian  was  no  longer  to  be  dreaded ; 
and  the  moderate  Conftantius,  though  he  might 
defpife  the  dangers,  was  humanely  apprehenfive 
of  the  calamities  of  civil  war.     The  two  perfons 
whom  Galerius  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Caefar, 
were  much  better  fuited  to  ferve  the  views  of  his 
ambition;    and  their    principal    recoi^mnendation 
feems  to  have  confift^d  in  the  want  of  merit  or 
perfonal  confequence.      The    firft    of  thefe  was 
Paza,  or,  as  he  was  afterwards  called,  Maximin, 
whofe  mother  was  the  lifter  of  Galerius.     The 
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tinexperienced  youth  ftill  betrayed  by  his  manners 
and  language  his  rjaftic  education,  when,  to  his 
own  aftonifliment  as  well  as  that  of  the  world, 
he  was  invefted  by  Diocletian  with  the  purple, 
exalted  to  the  dignity  of  Caefar,  and  intrufted 
with  the  fovereign  command  of  Egypt  and  Syria  '• 
At  the  fame  time,  Severus,  a  faithful  fervant, 
addided  to  pleafure,  but  not  incapable  of  bufi- 
nefs,  was  fent  to  Milan,  to  receive  from  the  re* 
lu6tant  hands  of  Maximian  the  Cxfarean  oma* 
ments,  and  the  pofleffion  of  Italy  and  Africa  ^ 
According  to  the  forms  of  the  conftitution,  Se- 
verus acknowledged  the  fupremacy  of  the  weftem 
emperor ;  but  he  was  abfolutely  devoted  to  the 
commands  of  his  benefador  Galerius,  who,  re« 
ferving  to  himfelf  the  intermediate  countries 
from  the  confines  of  Italy  to  thofe  of  Syria, 
firmly  eftablifhed  his  power  over  three-fourths  of 
the  monarchy.  In  the  full  confidence,  that  the 
approaching  death  of  Conftantius  would  leave 
him  fole  mailer  of  the  Roman  world,  we  are  af- 
fared  that  he  had  arranged  in  his  mind  a  long 
fnccefiion  of  future  princes,  and  that  he  medi* 
tated  his  own  retreat  from  public  life,  after  he 
ihould  have  accompliOied  a  glorious  reign  of  about 
twenty  years  *. 

S  Sablatus  nvper  a  peeoribas  et  filvit  (fays  LaAantius  de  M.  P. 
c.  i^.)  Ibriin  Scotarioiy  concinao  ProteQor,  mox  Pribunas,  poftridie 
Caffar,  acccpit  Orientem*  Anrelius  Vi£lor  is  too  liberal  in  giving  him 
tiie  whoJe  porciott  of  Diocletian. 

^  His  diligence  and  fidelity  are  acknowledged  even  by  L35tantiti99 
de  M.  P.  c.  tS« 

7  Thefe  fcbemes,  however,  reft  only  on  the  very  doubtful  authority 
ef  LaAaotios,  de  M.  P.  c.  ao. 

But 
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CHAP.  But  within  lefs  than  eighteen  months*. two  un- 

^..^-^.^.-iL^  expected    revolutions    overturned   the    ambitious 

A^^hiuon  fcheraes  of  Galerius*     The  hopes  of  uniting  the 

•finippoiiit-  weftern  provmces  to  his  empire,  were  qiiappomred 

r'^voiu!''''  by    the    elevation    of    Conftantine,    whilft    Italy 

t»n.s.  and  Africa  were  loft  by   the  fuccefsful  r4jvolt  of 

Maxcntius. 

Birih,cdu-  I-  The  fame  of  Conftantine  has  rendered  pof- 

cation,anii  teritv  attentive  to  the  moft  minute  circumftances 

#icnpe  or  '  ,  ,   ^ 

conitan-  of  his  life  and  adions.  The  place  of  his  birth, 
A  D.a-A.  ^s  ^^"^  ^^  ^^^  condition  of  his  mother  Helena, 
have  been  the  fubjeft  not  only  of  literary  but  of 
national  difpu^cs.  Notwithftanding  the  recent 
tradition,  which  afligns  for  her  father,  a  Britifli 
king,  we  are  obliged  to  confefs,  that  .Helena  was 
the  daughter  of  an  innkeeper  ** ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  we  may  defend  the  legality  of  her  marriage, 
againft  thofe  who  have  reprefented  her  as  the 
concubine  of  Conftantius^  The  great  Conftan- 
tine was  moft  probably  born  at  Naiflus,  in  Da- 


'  This  tradition,  unknown  to  the  contemporaries  of  Con ilantine, 
was  invented  in  the  darkr.efs  of  monafterie^,  wa«  embellilhed  by 
Jeffrey  of  Monroouth,  ar.d  thev^riters  of  the  xiith  century,  has  been 
defended  by  our  antiqunrians  of  the  )alt  ngt^  and  is  ferioufly  related  in 
the  ponderous  hiilory  of  England,  compiled  by  Mr«  Carte  (toI.  i, 
p.  14-7. ).  He  tranfjyort^,  however,  the  kingdom  of  Coil,  the  imaginary 
father  of  Helena,  from  I^fl'ex  to  the  wall  of  Antoninus. 

9  Entroplus  (x.  z.)  exprcflVs,  in  a  few  words,  the  real  truth,  and 
the  occalion  of  the  error,  *'  ex  ehfcuriori  matrtm^Mto  ejus  filius.**  Zofi-' 
mus  (1.  ii.  (>•  78.)  eagcriy  leized  the  moft  unfavourable  report,  and  is 
followed  by  Orofius  (vii.  25.),  whofe  authority  is  oddly  enough  orer- 
looked  by  the  indefatigable  but  partial  Tiilemont.  By  tnfifting  on 
the  divorce  of  Helena,  Diocletian  acknowledged  her  marriage* 
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da '° ;  and  It  is  hot  furprifing,  that  in  a  family  chap. 
and  province  diftinguiflied  only  by  the  profeffioa  v,--v-w 
of  arms,  the  youth  fliSuld  difcover  very  little  in- 
clination to  improve  his  mind  by  the  acqaifition 
of  knowledge".      He  was  about  eighteen  years  A.D.»9i. 
of  age  when  his  father  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Casfar ;  but  that  fortunate  event  was  attended 
with  his  mother's  divorce;  and  the  fplendour  of 
an  Imperial  alliance  reduced  the  fon  of  Helena 
to   a   ftate  of  difgrace  and  humiliation.     Inftead 
of  following   Conftamius   in  the  Weft,    he   re- 
mained in  the  fervice  of  Diocletian,  fignalized  his 
valour  in  the  wars  of  Egypt    and  Pcrfia,    and 

'<*  There  arc  three  opinions  with  regard  to  the  place  of  Conflantine*5 
birth.  I.  Our  Englilh  antiquarians  were  iifed  to  dwell  with  rapture 
on  the  words  of  his  panegyrift;  <<  Britannias  illic  orteodo  nobilet 
«*  fccifti."  But  this  celebrated  paflage  may  be  referred  wilh  as  much 
propriety  to  the  acceflion  as  to  the  nativity  of  Conftaniine.  a.  Some 
of  the  modern  Greeks  have  afcribed  the  honour  of  his  birth  to  Drepa- 
nuniy  a  town  on  the  gulf  of  Nicomedia  (Cellarius,  torn.  it.  p.  174.}) 
which  Cooftantine  dignified  with  the  name  of  Helenopolis,  and  u(H- 
nian  adorned  with  many  fplcndid  buildings  (Procop.  de  ^difiriis, 
▼•  a.).  It  is  indeed  probable  enough,  that  Helena's  father  kept  an 
inn  at  Dr^anum  ;  and  that  Conftantius  nsight  Yodge  there  when  he 
returned  from  a  Pcrfian  cmbafTy  in  the  reign  of  Aurelian.  But  in  the 
wandering  life  of  a  foldier,  the  place  of  his  marriage,  and  the  places 
where  his  children  are  born,  have  very  little  conneRion  with  each 
other.  3.  The  claim  of  Naiflus  is  fupported  by  the  anonymous 
Vnter,  publifhed  at  the  end  of  Ammianui^,  p.  710.  and  who  in  ger^al 
copied  very  good  materials  :  and  it  is  confirmed  by  Julius  Firmicius 
(de  .\ftrologia,  hi.  c.  4..},  who  flourifhed  under  the  reign  of  Con - 
ftantine  himfelf.  Some  objeftions  have  been  raifed  againft  the  inte- 
grity of  the  text,  and  thp  application  of  the  pafTage  of  Firmicius  ^  but 
the  former  is  eftablifhed  by  the  bed  MSS.  and  the  latter  is  very  ably 
defended  by  Lipfius  de  Magnitudine  Romana^  1.  iv.  c.  11.  et  Supple. 
ment. 

"  Literis  minus  inftruflus.    Anonym,  ad  Ammian.  p.  7ao« 
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gtadually  rofe  to  the  bonourable  ftation  of  a  tri- 
bune of  the  firft  order.  The  figure  of  Conftan- 
tine  was  tall  and  majeftic;  he  was  dextrous  in 
all  his  exerdfeSy  intrepid  in  war,  afiable  in  peace  f 
in  his  whole  conduA,  the  adive  fpirit  of  youth 
was  tempered  by  habitual  prudence;  and  white 
his  mind  was  engrolTed  by  ambition,  he  appeared 
cold  and  infenfible  to  the  allurements  of  pleafure. 
The  favour  of  the  people  and  foldiers,  who  had 
named  him  as  a  worthy  candidate  for  the  rank 
of  Cafar,  ferved  only  to  exafperate  the  jealoufy 
of  Oalerius ;  and  though  prudence  might  reftrain 
him  from  exercifing  any  open  violence,  an  at> 
folute  monarch  is  feldom  at  a  lofs  how  to  execute 
a  fure  and  fecret  revenge'*.  Every  hour  in* 
creafed  the  danger  of  Condantine,  and  the  anxiety 
of  his  father,  who,  by  repeated  letters,  expreffed 
the  warmeft  defire  of  embracing  his  fon.  For 
fome  time  the  policy  of  Galerius  fupplied  him 
with  delays  and  cxcufes,  but  it  was  impoffible 
long  to  refufe  fo  natural  a  requeft  of  his  aflbciate, 
without  maintaining  his  refufal  by  arms.  The 
permiflioB  of  the  journey  was  reluftantly  granted, 
and  whatever  precautions  the  emperor  might 
have  taken  to  intercept  a  return,  the  confequences 
of  which,  he,  with  fo  much  reafon,  apprehended, 
they  were  effedually  difappointed  by  the  incre* 

<A  GalcrinSy  or  perhaps  his  <mn  cdurage,  expofed  htm  to  fiogit 
combat  vrith  a  Sarmatian  (Anonym,  p.  7 to.)  and  with  a  monftrou9 
Hon.  See  Praxagoras  apod  Pbocfom,  p.  63.  Praxagoraa,  jin  Athe* 
nian  philoibphery  had  written  a  life  of  ConftaotinCf  in  two  books^' 
which  are  now  loft,    fie  was  a  contemporary. 
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diblc  diligence  of  Conftantine  '*.  Leaving  the  c  h  a  p. 
palace  of  Nicomedia  in  the  night,  he  travelled  poft .  ^.-^^.w 
through  Bithynia,  Thrace,  Dacia,  Pannonia,  Italy, 
and  Gaul,  and  amidft  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the 
people,  reached  the  port  of  Boulogne,  in  the  very 
moment  wl\en  his  father  was  preparing  to  embark 
for  Britain  **• 

The   Britilh  expedition,  and  an  cafy  viftory  Deafhof 
over  the  barbarians  of  Caledonia,  were  the  laft  i^^^^l^ 
exploits  of  the  reign  of  Conftantius.     He  ended  •l*J"''J" 
his  life  in  the  Imperial  palace  of  York,  fifteen  tine. 
months  after  he  had  received  the  title  of  Au-  f^'^'J!^' 
guftus,  and  almoft  fourteen  years  and  a  half  after 
he  had  been  promoted   to   the  rank  of  Casfar. 
His  death  n'as  immediately  fucceeded  by  the  ele- 
vation of  Conftantine.    The  ideas  of  inheritance 

« 

and  fucceflion  are  (b  very  familiar,  that  the  ge« 
nerality  of  mankind  coniider  them  as  founded, 
not  only  in  reafon,  but  in  nature  itfelf.  Our 
imagination  readily  transfers  the  fame  principles 
from  private  property  to  public  dominion :  and  .  , 
whenever  a  virtuous  father  leaves  behind  him  a 
fon  whofe  merit  feems  to  juftify  the  efteem,  or 
even  the  hopes,  of  the  people,  the  joint  influence 
of  jHrejudice  and  of  affeftion  operates  with  irre- 

II  Zofimot,  I.  ii«  p«  ytf  y^*  Lafhintias  de  M.  P.  c.  24.  The 
former  telU  a  very  fooliih  ftory,  that  Conftantine  caufed  all  the  poft. 
hoifet  which  be  had  ufed,  to  be  hamftning.  Such  a  bloody  execution, 
without  preventing  a  purfuit,  would  have  fcattered  fufpicions,  and 
might  have  ftopped  hii  journey. 

>4  Anonym,  p.  710.  Panegyr.  Veter.  vii.  4.  But  Zofimus«  Liu 
p.  79.  Eufebius  de  Vit.  Conhant.  \,uc,%i.  and  Laflantius  de 
M*  P.  c.  s4.  fsppore,  with  kfs  accuracy»  that  he  found  his  father 
on  bit  deatb-bed. 

Vol.  II.  O  fiftible 
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c  ^  A  p.  fiftible  weight.  The  flower  of  the  weftern  armies 
had  followed  Conftantius  into  Britain,  and  the 
nutional  troops  were  reinforced  by  a  numerous 
body  of  Alemanni,  who  obeyed  the  orders  of 
Crocus,  one  of  their  hereditary  chieftains  *'.  The 
opinion  of  their  own  importance,  and  the  afTu- 
ranee  that  Britain,  Gaul,  and  Spaiif  would  ac- 
quiefce  in  their  nomination,  were  diligently  in- 
culcated to  the  legions  by  the  adherents  of  Con- 
ftantine.  The  foldiers  were  alked.  Whether 
they  could  hefitate  a  moment  between  the  honour 
of  placing  at  their  head  the  worthy  fon  of  their 
beloved  emperor,  and  the  ignominy  of  tamely 
expeftihg  the  arrival  of  fome  obfcure  ftranger, 
on  whom  it  might  pleafe  the  fovereign  of  Afia 
to  beftow  the  armies  and  provinces  of  the  Weft  ? 
It  was  infmuated  .to  them,  that  gratitude  and  li-. 
berality  held  a  diftinguilhed  place  among  the 
virtues  of  Conftaniine ;  nor  did  that  artful  prince 
ihew  himfelf  to  the  troops,  till  they  were  pre- 
pared to  falute  him  with  the  names  of  Auguftus 
and  Emperor.  The  throne  was  the  objedt  of  his 
defires ;  and  had  he  been  lefs  actuated  by  ambi- 
tion, it  was  his  only  means  of  fafety.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  character  and  fentiments 
of  Galerius,  and  fuificiently  apptized,  that  if  he 
wiflied  to  live  he  muft  determine  to  reign.     The 

15  Cunflts  qui  aderant  annitentibus,  fed  pr^cipue  Croco  (aJti  Etocq) 
Alamaiinorum  Rcgc,  auKilii  gratia  Conttantium  coinitato«  imperium 
capit.  Viftor  Junior,  c.  41.  This  is  perhaps  the  firft  inftance  of  a 
barbarian  king,  who  afTifted  the  Roman  arms  with  an  independent 
body  of  his  own  fubje^ls.  The  pra&ice  grew  famiJiar,  and  at  lalt 
became  fatal. 

decent 
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decent  and    even  obftinate  refiftance  which    he    chap. 

XIV. 

chofe  to   affedl  *\    was   contrived    to  juftify   his  t^-,'*i>..» 
ufurpation ;  nor  did  he  yield  to  the  acclamations 
of  the  army,  till  he  had  provided  the  proper  ma* 
terials  for  the  letter,  which  he  immediately  di& 
patched  to  the' emperor  of  the  Eaft.     Conftantine 
informed  him  of  the  melancholy  event  of  his  fa* 
ther's  death,   modeftly  aflerted  his  natural  claim 
to  the  fucceffion,   and  refpedfully  lamented,  that 
the   affectionate   violence  of  his   troops  had  not 
permitted   him  to  folicit   the   Imperial  purple  in 
the  regular  and  conflitutional  manner.     The  firO: 
emotions  of  Galerius  were  thofe  of  furprife,  dif* 
appointment,  and  rage;  and  as  he  could  feldom      * 
reitrain   his  paffions,  he  loudly   threatened,   that 
he  would  commit  to  the  flames   both  the  letter 
and  the  meffenger.     But  his  refentment  infenfibly  He  is  ac- 
fubfided;  and  when  he  recollefted  the  doubtful  ^SI'I^qI' 
chance  of  war,  when  he  had  weighed  the  cha-  ienu8,who 
ra£ter  and  ftrength  of  his  adverfary,  he  confented  fJu"thc"* 
to  embrace  the  honourable  accommodation  which  ^}}^%^^     . 
the  prudence  or   Conltantme  had   left   open   to  that  of 
him.      Without  either   condemning   or  ratifying  ^^5^e"^g. 
the  choice  of  the  Britifli  army,  Galerius  accepted 
the  fon  of  his  deceafed  colleague,  as  the  fovereign 
of  the  provinces  beyond  the  Alps ;  but  he  gave 
him  only  the  title  of  Caefar,  and  the  fourth  rank 
among  the  Roman  princes,  whilft  he  conferred 
the  vacant  place  of  Auguftus   on  his   favourite 

«*  His  panegyrift  Eumenius  (vii.  8.)  ventures  to  affirm,  in  the 
prefence  of  Conllantine,  that  he  put  fpurs  to  hia  horfe,  and  tried,  but 
in  rain,  so  efcape  frorii  the  hands  of  his  foldicrst 

O  2  Severus. 
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CHAP.  Scverus.  The  apparent  harmony  of  the  empire 
v^^-pv-w  was  ftill  prefeVved,  and  Conftantine,  who  already 
poffeffed  the  fubftance,  expefled,  without  impa- 
tience,  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  honours,  of 
fupreme  power  '^. 
Thebro-  The  children  of  Conftantius  by  his  fecond 
fiifers  of  marriage  were  fix  in  number,  three  of  either  fex, 
Conftan-  j^jjj  whofc  Imperial  defcent  might  have  foUcited 
a  preference  over  the  meaner  extraftion  of  the 
fon  of  Helena.  But  Conftantine  was  in  the  thirty- 
fecond  year  of  his  age,  in  the  full  vigour  both  of 
mind  and  body,  at  tlie  time  when  the  eldeft  of 
his  brothers  could  not  poflibly  be  more  tlian  thir- 
teen years  old.  His  claim  of  fuperior  merit  had 
been  allowed  and  ratified  by  the  dying  emperor  '\ 
In  his  lafl:  moments,  Conftantius  bequeathed  to 
his  eldeft  fon  the  care  of  the  fafety  as  well  as 
greatnefs  of  the  family ;  conjuring  him  to  aftume 
both  the  authority  and  the  fentiments  of  a  father 
with  regard  to  the  children  of  Theodora.  Their 
liberal  education,  advantageous  marriages,  the 
fecure  dignity  of  their  lives^  and  the  firft  honours 
of  the  ftate  with  which  they  were  inverted,  atteft, 
the  fraternal  afFeflion  of  Conftantine ;  and  as  thofe 
princes  pofleffed  a  mild  and  grateful  difpofition, 

'7  La6lantius  (1e  M.  P.  c.t5.  Eumcnius  (vii.  S.)  givc$  a  rhe- 
torical turn  to  thfr  whole  ttaniaftio}). 

»'  The  choice  of  Conftantine,  by  bis  dying  father,  which  is  war. 
ranted  by  reafon^  and  infinuated  by  Eumcnius,  feems  to  be  conBt  med 
by  the  moft  unexceptionable  aml)onty,  the  concurring  evideiice  of 
LaAantius  (de  M.  P.  c.  24.)  and  of  Libanias  (Oradon  i.);  of  Eufc- 
bius  (in  Vit,  Conftantin.  1.  i.  c,  18.  ai«)  and  of  Julian  (Oration  i.}. 

they 
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they  fubmitted  without  reludance  to  thefuperiority   chap. 
of  his  genius  and  fortune  *•.  »_^|^. 

II.    The    ambitious    fpirit     of    Galerius    was  Difcontent 
fcarcely  reconciled   to  the  difappointment  of  his  mViTafrhe 
views  upon  the  Gallic  provinces,  before  the  un-  apprehen- 
€xpe£led  lofs  of  Italy  wounded  his  pride  as  well  taxes. 
as  power  in  a  flili  more  fenfible  part.     The  long 
abfence  of^the  emperors   had    filled   Rome   with 
difcontent  and  indignation ;  and  the  people  gra- 
dually difcovered,   that   the   preference  given    to 
Nicomedia  and  Milan,  was  not  to  be  afcribed  to 
the   particular   inclination  of  Diocletian,   but   to 
the  permanent  form  of  government  which  he  had 
inftituted.     It   was  in   vain  that,    a  few   months 
after    his    abdication,    his    fucceifors    dedicated, 
under  his  name,  thofe  magnificent  baths,  whofe 
ruins  ftill  fupply  the  ground  as  well  as  the  ma* 
terials   for    fo    many   churches   and    convents  *^ 
The  tranquillity  of  thofe  elegint  receffes  of  eafe 
and  luxury  was  difturbed  by  the  impatient  mur- 
murs of  the  Romans ;  and  a  report  was  iafenfibly 
circulated,  that   the  fums  expended  in  erefting 

*9  Of  the  three  fifter«  of  ConftanfAie,  Codftantia  married  the  efn« 
perorLiciiuus,  Anaftafia  the'Caifar  Baffianus,  and  Eutropia  the  cotiful 
Nepotiaiius.  The  three  brothers  wefe»  Dalinatius,  Julius  ConftantiuSy 
and  Annibalianus,  uf  whom  we  fliall  haveoccafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

'<>  See  Gruter  lufcrip.  p«  178.  The  fix  princes  are  all  mentioned, 
Diocletian  and  Maxiuu«n  as  the  fenior  Augufti  and  fathers  of  the  em- 
perors. They  jointly  dedicate,  for  the  ul'e  of  their  won  Romans,  this 
magnificent  edifice.  The  archite€is  have  delineated  the  ruins  of  thefe 
'Ihtrwue^  and  the  antiquarians,  partinilarly  Donatus  and  Nardini, 
have  afcertaincd  the  ground  which  they  covereil.  One  of  the  great 
rooms  is  now  the  Carthufiaii  church ;  and  even  one  of  the  por.er*8 
lodges  is  fufficient  to  form  another  church,  which  belongs  to 
the  f  cuilUns. 

O  3  thofe 
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thofe  buildings,  would  foon  be  required  at  their 
hands.     About  that  time  the  avarice  of  Galerius, 
or  perhaps  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  had  in- 
duced him  to  make  a  very  drift  and  rigorous  in- 
quifition  into  the  property  of  his  fubjefts  for  the 
purpofe  of  a  general  taxation,  both  on  their  lands 
^nd  on  their  pcrfons.     A  very  minute  furvey  ap- 
pears to  have   been  taken  of  their  real  eftates; 
and  wherever  there  was  the  flighteft  fufpicion  of 
concealment,   torture   was   very   freely  employed 
to  obtain  a  fincere  declaration  of  their  perfonal 
wealth  *',     The  privileges  which  had  exahed  Italy 
above  the  rank  of  the  provinces,  were  no  longer 
regarded :  and  the  officers  of  the  revenue  already 
began  to  number  the  Roman  people,  and  to  fettle 
the  proportion  of  the  new  taxes.     Even  when  the 
fpirit   of  freedom  had  been  utterly   extinguiflied, 
the   tamed  fubjeSs   have  fometimes  ventured  to 
refift  an  unprecedented  invafion  of  their  property ; 
but  on  this  occafion  the  injury  was  aggravated 
by  the   infult,  and  the   fenfe   of  private  intereft 
was  quickened  by  that  of  national  honour.    Th^ 
conqueft  of  Macedonia,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,   had   delivered  *  the    Roman   people  from 
the  weight  of  perfonal  taxes.     Though  they  had 
experienced    every  form  of  defpotifm,   they  had 
now   enjoyed   that  exemption  near   five  hundred 
years ;  nor  could  they  patiently  brook  the  info- 
lence  of  an  Illyrian  peafant,  who,  from  his  diftant 
refidence   in   Afia,   prefumed   to  number   Rome 

»»  Sec  La^antius  de  M.  P;  c.  16.  31.  ^ 
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among  the  tributary  cities  of  his  empire.  The  c  ha  p. 
rifing  fiiry  of  the  people  was  encouraged  by  the  ^^m^,-^ 
authority,  or  at  leaft  the  connivance,  of  the  fe- 
nate  ;  and  the  feeble  remains  of  the  Prsetorian 
guards,  who  had  reafon  to  apprehend  their  own 
diflblution,  embraced  fo  honourable  a  pretence, 
and  declared  their  readinefs  to  draw  their  fwords 
in  the  fervice  of  their  oppreffed  country.  It  was 
the  wifli,  and  it  foon  became  the  hope,  of  every 
citizen,  that  after  expelling  from  Italy  their  fo- 
reign tyrants,  they  ihould  cleft  a  prince  who, 
by  the  place  of  his  refidence,  and  by  his  maxims 
of  government,  might  once  more  deferve  the  title, 
of  Roman  emperor.  The  name,  as  well  as  the 
fituation  of  Maxentius,  determined  in  his  favour 
the  popular  enthufiafm, 

Maxentius  was  the  fon  of  the  emperor  MaxI-  Maxentius 
mian,  and  he  had  married  the  daughter  of  Gale-  empcw  at 
rius.     His  birth  and  alliance  feemed  to  offer  him  ^ome. 

A.  D. 306. 

the  faireft  promife  of  fucceeding  to  the  empire ;  oa.  is. 
but  his  vices  and  incapacity  procured  him  the 
fame  exclufion  from  the  dignity  of  Caefar,  which 
Conflantine  had  deferved  by  a  dangerous  fupe- 
riority  of  merit.  The  policy  of  Galerius  pre- 
ferred fuch  aflbciates,  as  would  never  difgrace 
the  choice,  nor  difpute  the  commands,  of  their 
henefaftor.  An  obfcure  ftranger  was  therefore 
raifed  to  the  throne  of  Italy,  and  the  fon  of  the 
late  emperor  of  the  Weft  was  left  to  enjoy  the 
luxury  of  a  private  fortune  in  a  villa  a  few  miles 
diftant  from  the  capital.  The  gloomy  paffions 
of  his  foul,  fliame,  vexation,  and  rage,  were  in- 
'   O  4  flamed 
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^  XIV  ^*   fl^nied  by  envy  on  the  news  of  Conftantine's  fuc- 
^^^sT^  ccfs;  but  che  hopes  of  Maxentius  revived  with 
the  public  difcontent,  and  he  was  eafily  perfuaded 
to  unite  his  perfonal  injury  and  pretenfions  with 
the  caufe  of  the  Roman  peopk.     Two  Prastorian 
tribunes  and  a  commiflary  of  provifions   under- 
took the  management  of  the  confpiracy  ;   and  as 
every  order  of  men  was  aduated  by  the   fame 
fpiut,  the  immediate  event  was  neither  doubtful 
nor  difficult.    The  prsefeft  of  the  city  and  a  few 
magiftrates,  who  maintained  their  fidelity  to  Sep 
verus,  were  mafikcred  by  the  guards ;  and  Max* 
entius,  invefted    with   the    Imperial    ornaments, 
was  acknowledged  by  the  applauding  fenate  and 
people  as  the  protestor  of  the  Roman  freedoni 
and  dignity.     It  is  uncertain  whether  MaximiaQ 
was   previoufly   acquainted   with   the  confpiracy} 
Maiimian   but  as  focn  as  the  (landard  of  rebellion  was  eie£ie4 
tiirpurufe.  2it  Rome,  the  old  emperor  broke  from   the  re-  - 
tirement  where  the  authority  of  Diocletian  had 
condemned  him  to  pafs  a  life  of  melancholy  foli- 
tude,  and  concealed  his  returning  ambition  under 
the  difguife  of  paternal   tendernefs.     At   the  re- 
queft   of  his  fon  and  of  the  feqate,   he  conde? 
fcended  to  re-aflfume   the   purple.      His   ancienf 
dignity,  his  e3{:perience,    and   his  fame  in  arms, 
added  ftrength  as  well  as  repqtation  to  the  party 
of  Maxentius  **• 

**  The  fixih  Panegyric  reprcfcnt»  Ac  condu^  of  Maximian  in  th« 
moll  favourable  light  j  and  the  ambiguous  expreflion  of  Aureliut 
Vif^or,  <♦  rctraftante  diu,"  may  fignify,  eixhcr  that  he  contrived,  or 
thatheoppofed,  the  confpiracy.  See  Zoiim^s«  i*ii.  p.  79.  and  Lac« 
tantius  de  M.  P.  c«  a6« 

Accord* 
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According  to  the  advice,  or  rather  the  orders,  chap. 
of  his  colleague,  the  emperor  Severus  immedi-  »_— ^A_> 
ately  haftened  to  Rome,  in  the  full  confidence,  i>efcitand 
that,  by  his  unexpected  celerity,  he  (hould  eafily  seVeruf. 
fupprefs  the  tumult  of  an  unwarlike  populace, 
commanded  by  a  licentious  youth.  But  he  found 
on  his  arrival  the  gates  of  the  city  fliut  againft 
him,  the  walls « filled  with  men  and  arms,  an  ex- 
perienced general  at  the  head  of  the  rebels,  and 
his  own  troops  without  fpirit  or  aSeclion.  A 
large  body  of  Moors  deferted  to  the  enemy, 
allured  by  the  promife  of  a  large  donative ;  and, 
if  it  be  true  that  they  had  been  levied  by  Maxi- 
mian  in  his  African  war,  preferring  the  natural 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  artificial  ties  of  alle- 
giance. Anulinus,  the  Praetorian  praefeft,  de- 
clared  himfelf  in  favour  of  Maxentius,  and  drew 
after  him  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  troops, 
accuftomed  to  -obey  his  commands.  Rome,  ac- 
cording to  the  expreffion  of  an  orator,  recalled 
her  armies ;  and  the  unfortunate  Severus,  defti- 
tote  of  force  and  of  counfel,  retired,  or  rather 
fled,  with  precipitation  to^  Ravenna.  Here  he 
might  for  fome  time  have  been  (afe.  The  for- 
tifications of  Ravenna  were  able  to  refift  the 
attempts,  and  the  morafles  that  furrounded  the 
town  were  fufficieiit  to  prevent  the  approach,  of 
the  Italian  army.  The  fea,  which  Severus  com- 
manded with  a  powerful  fleet,  fecured  him  an 
inexhauftible  fupply  of  provifions,  and  gave  a 
free  entrance  to  the  legions,  which,  on  the  return 
of  fpringy  would  advance  to  his  ailiftance  from 
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CHAP.  Illyricum  and  the  £aft.     Maximian,  who   con- 

XiV 

n^,^^-^.  dufted  the  fiege  in  perfon,  was  foon  convinced 
that  he  might  wade  his  time  and  his  army  in  the 
fruitlefs  enterprife,   and  that   he  had  nothing  to 
hope  either  from  force  or  famine.     With  an  art 
more  fuitable  to  the  character  of  Diocletian  than 
to  his  own,  he  direded  his  attack,  not  fo  much 
againft  the  walls  of  Ravenna,  as  againft  the  mind 
of  Severus.     The  treachery  which  he  had  expe- 
rienced, difpofed  that  unhappy  prince  to  diftruft 
the   moft  fmcere   of  his  friends   and   adherents. 
The  emiifaries  of  Maximian  eafily  perfuaded   his 
credulity,  that  a  confpiracy  was  formed  to  betray 
the  town,  and  prevailed  upon  his  fears  not  to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  the  difcretion  of  an  irritated  con- 
queror, but  to  accept  the  faith  of  an  honourable 
capitulation.       He    was    at    firft    received     with 
humanity,  and   treated  wiih   refpcft.     Maximian 
condufled   the   captive   emperor   to  Rome,    and 
gave  him  the  molt  folemn  aflurances  that  he  had 
fecured  his  life  by  the  refignalion  of  the  purple. 
But  Severus  couKl  obtain  only  an  eafy  death  and 

9^^i^^*  an  Imperial  funcial.  When  the  fentence  was 
fignified  to  him,  the  manner  of  executing  it  was 
left  to  his  own  choice  ;  he  preferred  the  favourite 
mode  of  the  ancients,  that  of  opening  his  veins ; 
and  as  foon  as  he  expired,  his  body  was  carried 
to  the  fepulchre  which  had  been  condructed  for 
the  family  of  Gallienus  ""^ 

»>  The  circt>mBaiKes  of  this  war,  and  the  death  of  Severus,  arc 
▼tiy  doiibUuIlv  and  varioully  luld  in  our  ancient  fragments  (ice 
Tiliemont,  Mill.  «ics  £mt>ereii)>,  lonu  iv.  pait  i.  p.  555.)»  I  I'^ve 
eiidvravuuicii  toextiR^^  from  ihtin  k  cottfilitnt  and  prol)%1)ic  narration. 
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Though    the  charafters   of    Conftantine  and  chap. 
Maxentius  had  very  little  affinity  with  each  other,  *_,-,-'u_r 
their  fituation  and  intereft  were  the  fame ;  and  ^?««»"«*« 
prudence  feemed  to  require  that  they  fhould  unite  daughter 
their  forces   againft   the  common   enemy.     Not-  f^^Meoi 
withftanding  the  fuperiority  of  his  age  and  dig-  Auguftus, 
nity,  the  indefatigable  Maximian  paffed  the  Alps,  ftanHne. 
and  courting  a  perfonal  interview  with  the  fove-  {^^'^^^* 
reign  of  Gaul,   carried   with   him   his   daughter      "^  ^** 
Faufta  as  the  pledge  of  the  new  alliance.     The 
marriage  was  celebrated  at  Aries  with  every  cir- 
cumflance  of  magnificence ;  and  the  ancient  coU 
league  of  Diocletian,  who  again  aiferted  his  claim 
to  the  weftern  empire,  conferred  on  his  fon-in- 
Jaw  and  ally  the  title  of  Auguflus.     By  confent-f 
ing  to  receive  that  honour  from  Maximian,  Con- 
ftantine  feemed  to  embrace  the  caufe  of  Rome 
^d  of  the  fenate ;  but  his  profeffions  were  am* 
biguous,  and  his  affiflance  flow  and   ineffefluaL 
He   conddered   with    attention   the    approaching 
conteft  between  the  mafters  of  Italy  and  the  em- 
peror of  the  Jf  aft,  and  was  prepared  to  confult 
his  own  fafety  or  ambition  in  the  event  of  the 
war  ^. 

The  importance  of  the  occafion  called  for  the  Galerius 
prefence  and  abilities  of  Galerius.     At  the  head  itaiy. 
of  a  powerful  army  coilefted  from  Illyricum  and 
the  Kaft,    he  entered  Italy,  refolved  to  revenue 
ihe  death  of  Severus,  and  to  chaftife  the  rebeU 

»4  The  vith  Panegyric  wai  prononnccd  to  celebrate  the  elevation 
pF  Gonlbntine  j  but  the  prudent  orator  avoids  the  mention  either  of 
Galerius  or  of  Maxenpu^  He  introduces  only  one  flight  allufion  to 
the  a^ual  troublesj  and  to  the  majefty  of  Rome. 
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CHAP.    lious  Romans ;  or,  as  he  exprefled  his  intentions, 
in  the  furious  language  of  a  barbarian,  to  extir- 
pate the  fenate,  and  to  deftroy  the  people  by  the 
fword.     But  the  (kill  of  Maximian  had  concerted 
a  prudent  fyftem  of  defence.     The  invader  found 
every  place   hoflile,    fortified,    and   inacceflible; 
and  though  he  forced  his  way  as  far  as  Narni, 
within  fixty  miles  of  Rome,  his  dominion  in  Italy 
was  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  his  camp. 
Senfible  of  the  increafing  difficulties  of  his  enter- 
prife,  the   haughty  Galerius   made   the  firft  ad- 
vances towards  a  reconciliation,    and   difpatched 
two  of  his  moft  confiderable  officers  to  tempt  the 
Roman  princes  by  the  offer  of  a  conference,  and 
the  declaration  of  his  paternal  regard  for  Maxen- 
tins,    who   might    obtain   much   more   from  his 
liberality  than  he  could  hope  from  the  doubtful 
chance  of  war*^     The   offers  of  Galerius  were 
rejedted   with  firmnefs,   his   perfidious   friendfiiip 
refufed  with  contempt,    and    it    was    not  long 
before  he  difcovered,  that,  unlefs  he  provided  for 
his  fafety  by  a  timely  retreat,  he  had  fome  reafon 
to  apprehend  the  fate  of  Sevcrus.     The  wealth, 
which  the  Romans  defended  againfl  his  rapacious 
tyranny,  they  freely  contributed  for  his  deftruc- 
tion.     The  name  of  Maximian,  the  popular  arts 
of  his  fon,  the  fecret  diftributio'n  of  large  funis, 
and  the   promife   of  flill  more  liberal   rewards, 

«5  With  regard  to  this  negotiation,  fee  the  fragments  of  an  anony- 
mous hiftorian,  publiihcd  by  Valcfius  at  the  end  of  his  edin'on  of 
Ammianus  MarceUinus,  p.  711.  Thefe  fragments  have  furnilbcd 
us  wiih  feveral  cunous>  andj  as  it  Ibould  fcem,  authentic  ancc^^ 
dotes, 
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checked   the  ardour  and   corrupted   the  fidelity  chap. 
of  the  Illyrian  legions;    and  when   Galerius  at  ._^^^ 
length  gave  the  fignal  of  the  retreat,  it  was  with 
fome  diiGcuhy  that  he  could  prevail  on  his  vete- 
rans not  to  defert  a  banner  which  had  fo  often 
conduced  them  to  victory  and  honour.     A  con* 
temporary  writer  affigns  two  other  caufes  for  the 
failure  of  the  expedition ;  but  they  are  both  of 
fach    a    nature,    that  a  cautious    hiftorian    will 
fcarcely  venture  to  adopt   them.      We  are  told 
that  Galerius,  who  had  formed  a  very  imperfefl 
notion  of  the  greatnefs  of  Rome  by  the  cities  of 
the  £aft,  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  found 
his  forces  inadequate  to  the  fiege  of  that  immenfe 
capital.     But  the  extent  of  a  city  ferves  only  to 
render  it  more  acceffible  to  the:  enemy  }  Rome  had 
long  fmce  been  accuftomed   to   fubmit  on  the 
approach  of  a  conqueror ;  nor  could  the  tempo- 
rary enthufiafm  of  the   people   have   long  con- 
tended againd  the  difcipline  and  valour  of  the 
legions*      We  are  likewife  informed,    that    the 
legions  themfelves  were  ftruck  with  horror  and 
Temorfe,->and  that  thofe  pious  fons  of  the  republic 
refufed  to  violate  the  fan£tity  of  their  venerable 
parent  ^.     But  when  we  recolleft  with  how  much 
eafe,  in  the  more  ancient  civil  wars,  the  zeal  of 
party,  and  the  habits  of  military  obedience,  had 
converted  the  native  citizens  of  Rome  into  her 
moft  implacable  enemies,  we  fhall  be  inclined  to 

x6  ^aflantiuft  de  M.  P.  c.  %Z»  The  former  o(  thefe  reafont  is  pro* 
bably  taken  from  Virgirs  Shepherds  *<  I  Ham  ego  huic  noftrse  fun  item 
Melibcee  putavi,  &c/*    JLa6tantius  delights  in  thefe  poetical  allunont.    ^ 

I         •  diftruft 
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diftruft  this  extreme  delicacy  of  ftrangers  and 
barbarians,  who  had  never  beheld  Italy  till  they 
entered  it  in  a  hoftile  manner.  Had  they  not 
been  reftrained  by  motives  of  a  more  interefted 
nature,  they  would  probably  have  anfwered  Gale- 
rius  in  the  words,  of  Caefar's  veterans :  **  If  our 
*'  general  wifiies  to  lead  us  to  the  banks  of  the 
*'  Tyber,  we  are  prepared  to  trace  out  his  camp. 
**  Whatfoever  walls  he  has  determined  to  level 
*'  with  the  ground,  our  hands  are  ready  to  work 
**  the  engines :  nor  fliall  we  hefitate,  fhould  the 
*'  name  of  the  devqted  city  be  Rome  itfelf.*' 
Thefe  are  indeed  the  expreffions  of  a  poet ;  but  of 
a  poet  who  has  been  diftinguiflied  and  even 
cenfured  for  his  ftrid  adherence  to  the  truth  of 
hiftory*^ 
His  retreat.  The  legious  of  Galerius  exhibit  a  very  melan- 
choly proof  of  their  difpofition,  by  the  ravages 
which  they  committed  in  their  retreat.  They 
murdered,  they  ravilhed,  they  plundered,  they 
drove  away  the  flocks  and  herds  of  the  Italians. 
They  burnt  the  villages  through  which  they  pafled, 
and  they  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  country 
which  it  had  not  been  in  their  power  to  fubdue. 
During  the^  whole  march,  Maxentius  hung  on 
their  rear,  but  he  very  prudently  declined  a 
general  engagement  with  thofe  brave  and  defperate 

*7  Caftra  fnpcr  Tufci  fi  poncre  Tyhridis  undas  j  (jubtas) 
Hefperios  audax  veniain  metator  in  agros. 
Tu  quofcunque  voles  in  planum  cfFundere  tnuros. 
Hit  aries  a6)ut  dif^^erget  faxa  lacertisj 
Ilia  licet  pcnitut  colli  quam  juflfcris  urbem 
Roma  fit.  Lucan.  Pharfiil.  i.  jgi. 
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veterans.  His  &ther  had  undertaken  a  fecond  c  h  a  v. 
journey  into  Gaul,  with  the  hope  of  perfuading  >_^ -^.^ 
CoQftantine,  who  had  aiTembled  an  army  on  the 
frontier,  to  join  the  purfuit  and  to  complete  the 
victory.  But  the  actions  of  Conftantine  were 
guided  by  reafon  and  not  by  refentment.  He 
perfifted  in  the  wife  refolution  of  maintaining  a 
balance  of  power  in  the  divided  empire,  and-  he 
no  longer  hated  Galerius,  when  that  afpiring  prince 
had  ceafed  to  be  an  objeft  of  terror  ^\ 

The  mind  of  Galerius  was  the  moft  fufceptiblc  Eleration 
of  the  fterner  paffions,  but  it  was  not,  however,  J^^i^'/rant 
incapable  of  a  fmcere  and  lafting  friendfhip.     Lici-  of  Augi*f- 
nius,  whofe  manners  as  well  as  character  wece  a. 0.307. 
not  unlike  his  own,  feems  to  have  engaged  both  ^®^'  **• 
his  aiFeftion  and  efteem.     Their  intimacy  had  com- 
menced in  the  happier  •  period  perhaps  of  their 
youth  and  obfcurity.     It  had  been  cemented  by 
the   freedom    and  dangers  of    a    military   life  ; 
they  had  advanced,  almoft  by  equal  fteps,  through 
the  fucceilive  honours  of  the  fervice  ;  and  as  foon 
as  Galerius  was  invefted  with  the  Imperial  dig- 
nity, he  feems  to  have  conceived  the  defign  of 
raifing  his  companion  to  the  fame  rank  with  him- 
felf.     During  the  fliort  period  of  his  profperity, 
he  confidered  the  rank  of  Casfar  as  unworthy  of 
the  age  and  merit  of  Licinius,  and  rather  chofe 
to  referve  for  him  the  place  of  Conftantius,  and 
the  empire  of  the  Weft.      While  the  emperor 

^  Laftaptius  de  M.  B.  c.  %y,  ZoGm.  J.  ii.  p.  82.  The  latter 
iii^nuate««  that Conftaotincyin  his  interview  with  Maxiniian,  had 
promifed  to  declare  war  againft^Gakriua,    «    •       - 
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CHAP,  was  employed  in  the  Italian  war,  he  intruded  his 
v_,^^^.  friend  with  the  defence  of  the  Danube  ;  and  im- 
mediately after  his  return  from  that  unfortunate 
expedition,  hfe  inverted  Licinius  with  the  vacant 
purple  of  Severus,  refigning  to  his  immediate 
and  of  command  the  provinces  of  Illyricum*'.  The 
news  of  his  promotion  was  no  fooner  carried  mto 
the  Eaft,  than  Maximin,  who  governed,  or 
rather  oppreiTed,  the  countries  of  Egypt  and  Syria, 
betrayed  his  envy  and  difcontenr,  difdained  the 
inferiolr  name  of  Csefar,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
prayers  as  well  as  arguments  of  Galerius,  exacted, 
almoft  by  violence,  the  equal  title  of  Auguftus  ^. 
F^r  the  firft,  and  indeed  for  the  laft  time,  the 
Roman  world  was  adminiftered  by  fix  emperors* 
Six  empc-  \^  ^{jg  Weft,  Conftantine  and  Maxentius  afie£led 
A.P.308.  to  reverence  their  father  Maximian.  In  the  Eaft, 
Licinius  and  Maximin  honoured  with  more  real 
confideration  their  benefaftor  Galerius.  The 
oppofition  of  intereft,  and  the  memory  of  a 
recent  war,  divided  the  empire  into  two  great 
hoftile  powers ;  but  their  mutual  fears  produced  an 
apparent  tranquillity,  and  even  a  feigned  recon- 

S9  M.  de  Tillemont  (Hid.  des  Emperetirs,  torn.  iv.  part  i.  p.  559*} 
has  proved,  that  Licinius,  without  paiTing  through  the  intermediate 
rank  of  Ctffar,  was  declared  Auguftus,  the  nth  of  November, 
A*  D.  307,  altei  the  return  of  Galerius  from  Italy. 

I«  La6tantius  de  M.  P.  c.  jz.  When  Gakrius  declared  Licinius 
Auguftus  with  himfeif,  he  tried  to  farisfy  his  younger  aifociates,  by 
inventing*  for  Conftantine  and  Mtuanm  (not  Msxanhts,  fee  Raluze, 
p.  Si.)»  th?  new  title  of  fons  of  the  Augnfti.  But  when  Maximin 
acquainted  him  that  he  had  been  fainted  Auguftut  by  the  army/ 
Qftleruis  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  kim,  m  «Kii  as  Conil«ntia»|  at 
equal  afibaiatas  ia  the  Inn^eriai  difoitjr* 
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CiUation,  til!  the  death  of  the  elder  princes,  of  c  m  a  p. 
Mazimian,    and   more  particularly  of   Galerius,  <i^,.w 
gave  a  new  direction  to  the  views  and  paflions  of 
their  furviving  aflbciates. 

When  Maximian  had  reluftantly  abdicated  the  MisFor. 
empire,  the  venal  orators  of  the  times  applauded  l^.  ®f 
his  philofophic  moderation.  When  his  ambitioa 
excited,  or  at  leaft  encouraged,  a  civil  war,  they 
returned  thanks  to  his  generous  patriotifm,  and 
gently  cenfured  that  love  of  eafe  and  retirement 
which  had  withdrawn  him  from  the  public  fer* 
vice".  But  it  was  impofSble  that  minds  like 
thofe  of  Maximian  and  his  fon,  could  long  pofTefs 
in  harmony  an  undivided  power.  Maxentius 
confidered  himfelf  as  the  legal  fovereign  of  Italy, 
eleded  by  the  Roman  fenate  and  people;  nor 
would  he  endure  the  controul  of  his  father,  who 
arrogantly  declared,  that  by  bis  name  and  abi- 
lities the  rafii  youth  had  been  eftablifhed  on  the 
throne.  The  caufe  was  folemnly  pleaded  before 
the  Praetorian  guards,  and  thofe  troops,  who 
dreaded  the  feverity  of  the  old  emperor,  efpoufed 
the  party  of  Maxentius  'V  The  life  and  freedom 
of  Masdmian  were  however  refpefted,  and  he 
retired  from  Italy  into  lUyricum,  affefting  to  la- 
ment his  paft  conduft,   and  fecretly  contriving 

J«  Sec  Panegyr.  Vet.  ti.  9.  Audi  doloris  noftri  liberam  vocem, 
ftc  The  whole  palTage  is  imagined  with  artful  flattery,  and  ex* 
prcfled  with  an  eafy  flow  of  eloquence. 

i»  Laaantius  de  M.  P.  c.  aS.  Zofim.  1.  ii.  p.  8a.  A  report  waa 
i^ready  that  Maxentius  was  the  fon  of  fome  obfcure  Syrian,  and  had 
been  fubftitiited  by  the  wife  of  Maximian  as  her  own  child.  See 
Anielitts  Viaor,  AMonyin.  VaUiian.  and  Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  3^  4* 

Vol/.  !!•  P  new 
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CHAP,   new  mifchiefs.    But  Galerius,  who  was  well  ac- 
quainted  with  his  charafter,  foon  obUged  him  to 
leave  his  dominions,  and  the  laft  refuge  of  the 
difappointed  Maximian  was  the  court  of  his  fon- 
in-law    Conftantine".      He    was    received    with 
refpecl  by  that   artful  prince,  and  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  filial  tendemefs  by  the  emprefs  Faufla. 
That  he  might  remove  every  fufpicion,    he  re- 
figned  the  Imperial  purple  a  fecond  time '%  pro- 
fefling  himfelf  at  length  convinced  of  the  vanity 
of  greatnefs  and  ambition.     Had  he  perfevered 
in  this  refolution,  he  might  have  ended   his  life 
with  Icfs  dignity,  indeed,  than  in  his   firfl:  retire- 
ment, yet,  however,   with   comfort  and  reputa* 
tion.     But  the  near  profped  of  a  throne  brought 
back  to  his  remembrance  the  (late  from  whence 
he  was  fallen,  and  he  refoLved,  by  a  defperate 
effort,  either  to  reign  cm*  to  perifli.     An  incurfion 
of  the  Franks  had  fummoned  Confliantine,  with 
a  part  of  his  army,  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine; 
the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  ftationed  in  the 
fouthern  provinces   of  Gaul,   which  lay  eacpoled 
to  the  enterprifes  of  the  Italian  emperor,  and  a 
confiderable  treafure  was  depofited  ija  the  city  of 
Aries.      Maximian    either    craftily  invented,    or 
haftily  credited,   a  vain  report  of  the  death  of 

31  Ab  urbe  pulfuin,  ab  Italia  fugatumy  ab  Illyricorepudiammt  tuia 
provinciis,  tuis  copiis,  tuo  paiatio  recepifti,  Eumeii.  in  Paaegyr* 
Vet.  vii.  14. 

34  Laftaniius  dc  M.  P.  c.  29.  Yet  after  the  refignation  of  the 
purple,  Conftantine  (till  continued  to  Maximian  the  pomp  and  bo^ 
nours  of  the  Imperial  dignity  ;  and,  on  all  public  oocafioniy  gafe  the 
right-hand  place  to  bi&  fathci-ia  law.    Panegyr.  Vet,  vii.  X5* 
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fconftantine.    Without  hefitation  he  afcended  the  c  h  a  p. 
thrdile,  feized  the  tfeafure,  and  feat tering  it  with 
his  accuftomed  profufion  among  the  foldiers,  en- 
deavoured to  awake  in  their  minds  the  memory 
of  his  aiicieiit  dignity  and  exploits.     Before  he 
could  eftabIKh  his  authority,  or  finiih  the  nego* 
elation  tvhtch  he  appears  to  have  entered  into  with 
his  fon   Majtetitius,   the   eelerity  of  Conftantine 
defeated  all  his  hopes.     On  the  firft  neWs  of  his 
perfidy  and    ihgratitude,    that    prihcc    returned 
by  rapid  marches  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Saone, 
embarked  on  the  laft  mentioned  river  at  Chalons, 
and  at  Lyons  trufting  himfelf  to  the  rapidity  of 
the  Rhone,  arrived  at  the  gates  of  Aries,  with 
a  military  force  which  it  was  iinpollible  for  Max- 
imian  to  refift,  and  which  fcarcely  permitted  him 
to  take  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  city  of  Mar- 
seilles.   Th6  narrow  neck  of  land  which  joined 
that  place  to  the  continent  was  fortified  againft 
the  befiegers,  whilfl:  the  fea  was  open,  either  for 
the  efcape  of  Maximian,  or  for  the  fuceours  of 
Maxentias,  if  the  latter  fhould  chufe  to  difguife 
his  intafion  of  Gaul,  under  the  honourable  pre- 
tence of  defending  a  diftreifed,  or,  as  he  might 
allege,  ah  injured  father.     Apprehenfive  of  the 
fatal    eonfequehces  of    delay,    Conftantine  gave 
orders  for  an  immediate  affault ;  but  thb  feating- 
ladders  were  found  too  fhort  for  the  height  of 
tlie  walls,  and  Marfeilles  might  have   fuftained 
as  long  a  fiege  as  it  formerly  did  againft  the 
arms  of  Csefar,  if  the  garrifon,  confcious  either 
of  their  fault  or  of  their  danger,  had  not  pur- 
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CHAP,   chafed  their  pardon  by  delivering  up  the  city  and 

^^^^y^  the  perfon  of  Maximian.    A  fecret  but  irrevo- 

Kftdeath.    ^y^  fcntcncc  of  death  was  pronounced  againfl; 

February,    the  ufurper,  he  obtained  only  the  lame  favour 

vrhich  he  had  indulged  to  Severus,  and  it  was 

publifhed  to  the  world,  that,  opprefled  by  the 

remorfe  of  his  repeated  crimes,  he  ftrangled  him* 

felf  with  his  own  hands.    After  he  had  loft  the 

ailiftance,   and  difdained  the  moderate  counfels^ 

of  Diocletian,  the  fecond  period  of  his  adtive  life 

was  a  feries  of   public  calamities  and    perfonal 

mortifications,   which  were  terminated,    in  about 

three  years,  by  an  ignominious  death.    He  de* 

ferved  his  fate ;  but  we  fhould  find  more  reafon 

to  applaud  the  humanity  of  Conftantine,    if  he 

had  fpared  an  old  man,  the  benefafkor  of  his  fa* 

ther,   and  the  father  of  his  wife.     During  the 

whole  of  this  melancholy  tranfa£lion,  it  appears 

that  Faufta  facrificed  the  fentiments  of  nature  to 

her  conjugal  duties  "• 

Detthof         The  laft  years  of  Galerius  were  lefs  fhameful 

a!d"sVi.  ^^  unfortunate ;  and  though  he  had  filled  with 

Miy.         more  glory  the  fubordinate  ftation  of  Caefar,  than 

the  fuperior  rank  of  Auguftus,  he  preferved,  till 

the  moment  of  his  death,  the  firft  place  among 

the  prmces  of  the  Roman  world.    He  furvived 

t5  Zofim.  1.  ti.  p.  Si.  Eumeniut  in  Ptnegyr.  Tet.  Vii.  rtf^ii. 
The  Ifttter  of  theft  has  undoabtedly  reprefentcd  the  whole  affair  in  the 
moA  favoarable  light  for  his  fovereign.  Yet  even  from  this  partial 
narrative  vremay  coocludey  that  the  repeated  clemency  of  Conftantine, 
Md  the  reiterated  treafons  of  Maximian,  as  they  ue  defcribcd  by  Lac. 
tamitts  (de  M.  P*  c.  991  soO»  And  copied  by  the  noderas,  an  deAi« 
tace  of  any  hiftorical  fouodatioa« 

his 
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his  retreat  from  Italy  about  four  years,  and  wifely  ^  ^^  ^- 
relinquilhing  his  views  of  univerfal  empire,  he 
devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  pleafure,  and  to  the  execution  of  feme 
works  of  public  utility,  among  which  we  may 
diftinguiih  the  difcharging  into  the  Danube  the 
fuperfluous  waters  of  the  lake  Pelfo,  and  the 
cutting  down  the  immenfe  forefts  that  encom- 
pafTed  it;  an  operation  worthy  of  a  monarch, 
fince  it  gave  an  extenfive  country  to  the  agricul- 
ture of  his  Pannonian  fubjafts  •*.  His  death  was 
occafioned  by  a  very  painful  and  Imgering  dif- 
order.  His  body,  fwelled  by  an  intemperate 
courfe  of  life  to  an  unwieldy  corpulence,  was  co« 
vered  with  ulcers,  and  devoured  by  innumerable 
fwarms  of  thofe  infefts  who  have  given  their 
name  to  a  molt  loathfome  difeafe'^ ;  but  as  Ga- 
lenas had  offended  a  very  zealous  and  powerful 
party  among  his  fubje6ts,  his  fufferings,  indead 
of  exciting  their  compaffion,  have  been  cele- 
brated as  the  vifible  effefts  of  divine  juftice'*. 

He 

i^Aurelitu  Viflor,  c.  40.  Bat  that  lake  was  fituatcd  on  the 
Upper  Panhonia,  near  the  borders  of  Noricum  ;  and  the  province  of 
Valeria  (a  name  which  the  wife  of  Galerlus  gave  to  the  drained  coun- 
try) undoabtedly  lay  between  the  Vnfe  and  the  Danube  (Sextus 
Rufus,  c.  9.).  I  fliould  therefore  fufpca  that  Viaor  has  confounded 
the  lake  Pelfo  with  the  Volocean  marches,  or,  as  they  are  now  called, 
the  lake  Sabaton.  It  is  placed  in  the  heart  of  Valeria,  and  its  prei^t 
extent  U  not  lefs  than  za  Hungarian  miles  (about  70  Englifli)  m 
length,  and  two  in  breadth.     See  Severini  Pannonia,  I.  i.  e.  9. 

57  Laaantius  (de  M.  P.  c.  33.)  and  Eufebius  (1.  viii.  c.  16.)  de. 
fciabe  the  fymptoms  and  progrefs  of  his  diforder  with  Angular  a^  ' 
curacy  and  apparent  pleafure. 

is  If  any  (like  the  late  Dr.  Jortin,  Remarks  on  Ecdefiaftical  Hif. 
I^y,  vol.  ii.  p.  307— 356.)  ftill  delight  in  recording  the  wonderful 
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CHAP.   He  h^d  no  fooner  expired  in  his  palace  of  Nico* 
K^.^.^^  niedia,  than  the  two  emperors  who  were  indebted 
H'*domi.   fQ^  jIj^j.  purple  to  his  favour,  began  to  coUed: 
betwten      their  forces,  with  the  intention  either  of  difput- 
J^^lFc^    ^^S»  ^^  ^^  dividing,  the  dominions  which  he  had 
n>ut*         left  without  a   mafter.      They  were  perfuaded, 
however,  to  defift  from  the  former  defign,  and  to 
agree  in  the  latter.     The  provinces  of  Afia  fell 
'  to  the  (hare  of  Maximin,  and  thofe  of  Europe 
augmented  the  portion  of  Licinius.     The  Hellct 
fpont  and  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  formed  their 
mutual  boundary,  and  the  banks  of  thofe  narrow 
feas,  which  flowed  in  the  midft  of  the  Romaic 
world,    were  covered  with  foldiers,    with  arms^ 
and  with  fortifications.     The  deaths  of  Maximiai^ 
and  of  Galerius  reduced  the  number  of  emperor^ 
to  four.     The  fenfe  of  their  true  intereft  fooa 
connefled  Licinius  and  Conflantine  j  a  fecret  air 
liance    was    concluded     between    Maximin    and 
Maxentius,  and  their  unhappy  fubjefls  expected 
with  terror  the  bloody  confequences  of  their  in- 
evitable difTenfions,    which   were  no  longer   re- 
ftrained  by  the  fear  pr  the  refpeCfc  which  they  had 
entertained  for  Galerius  '^ 
AdmiDi.        Among  fo  many  crimes  and  misfortunes  occa- 
CoSn?    ^*^^^  by  the  paffions  of  the  Roman  princes, 
tine  in       there   is   ioxftc  pleafure  In  difcovering  a  fmgle 

•-3IS*  ^atbA  of  iht  peiftcutorst  I  would  rccoaimend  to  their  penifal  an  ad. 
inirable  pafli|g<  of  Grotiut  (Hift.  1.  vii.  p,  331.)  concerning  the  lai| 
iUneft  oi  Philip  !!•  of  Spain« 

39  See  Eufebiiia,  U  ix«  6«  10.  LaAantiut  de  M.  P.  c^C* 
Zofimttt  ia  kfs  exaA,  iuid  evidently  confounds  Maximifui  with 
Majtimin* 
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aftion  which  may  be  afcribed  to  their  virtue.    In   ^  "  ^  ''• 
the  fixth  year  of  his  reign,    Conftantine  vifited   ^-^^ 
the  city  of  Autun,  and  generoufly  remitted  the 
arrears  of  tribute,  reducing  at  the  fame  time  the 
proportion  of  their  affeflment,    from  twenty-five 
to   eighteen  thoufand  heads,   fubjeft  to  the  real 
and  perfonal  capitation  ^.      Yet  even  this  indul- 
gence affords   the   moft  unqueftzonable  proof  of 
the   public  mifery.      This   tax  was  fo  extremely 
oppreffive,  either  in  itfelf,    or  in    the,  mode  of 
coUefting  it,  that  whilft  the  revenue  was  increaCed 
by  extortion,  it  was   diminifhed    by  defpair :    a 
coniiderable  part  of  the  territory  of  Autun  was 
left  uncultiyated  ;  and  great  numbers  of  the  pro- 
vincials rather  chpfe  to  live  as  exiles  and  outlaws, 
than  to  fupport  the  weight  of  civil  fociety.     It 
is  but  tOQ  probable,  that  the  bountiful  emperor 
relieved,  by  a  partial  ad  of  liberality,  one  among 
the  many  evils  which  he  had  caufed  by  his  gene-* 
ral  maxims  of  adminiftration.      But  even  tholc 
maxims  were  lefs  the  effed  of  choice  than  of  ne- 
ceffity.     And  if  we  except  the  death  of  Maxi- 
raian,  the  reign  of  Conftantine  in  Gaul  feems  to 
have  been  the  moft  innocent  and  even  virtuous 
period  of  his  life.     The  provinces  were  prote£te4 
by  his  prefence  froni  the  inroads  of  the  barba- 
rians, who  either  dreaded  or  experienced  his  acr 
tive    valour^      After  a  iignal  viftory  over    the 
Franks  and  Alcmanni,    feveral  of  their  princes 

40  See  the  viiith  Panegyr.  in  which  Eumcnius  dlfjilays,  in  the  pre^ 
•   fence  of  Couflantint,  the  mifery  and  thf.graiiiude  vi  the  city  9^ 

P  4  were 
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CHAP.    \(iere  expofcd  by  his  order  to  the  ivild  beads  ia 

<,,^,.w  the  amphitheatre  of  Treves,  and  the  people  feem 

to  have  enjoyed  the  fpeftacle,  without  difcovcr- 

ing,  in  fuch  a  treatment  of  royal  captives,  any 

thing  that  was  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  nations 

or  of  humanity  *\ 

Tyranny         The  Virtues  of  Conftantine  were  rendered  more 

?u^ir"'  illuftrious  by  the  vices  of  Maxentius.      Whilft 

jtaiyand     ^j^g  Gallic  provinccs  enjoyed  as  much  hs^pinefs 

A.D.306    as  the  condition  of  the  times  was  capable  of  re* 

"^^***        ceiving,  Italy  and  Africa  groaned  under  thie  do^ 

ininion  of  a  tyrant   as   contemptible  as  he  was 

odious.    The  zeal  of  flattery  and  faction  has  ia** 

deed  too  frequently  facriiiced  the  reputation  of 

the  vanquiflied  to   the  glory  of  their  fuccefsful 

rivals ;  but  even  thofe  writers  who  have  revealed, 

with  the  mod  freedom  and  pleafure,  the  faults  of 

Conftantine,  unanimoufly  confefs,    that  Mazen<* 

tius  was  cruel,  rapacious,  and  profligate  ^\     Ife 

bad  the  good  fortune  to  fupprefs  a  flight  rebel* 

lion  in  Africa.     The  governor  and  a  few  adhe-t 

rents  had  been  guilty ;   the  province  fuffered  for 

their  crimet     The  flourifliihg  cities  of  Cirtha  and 

Carthage,   and  the  whole  extent  of  that  fertilq 

country,  were  wafted  by  fire  and  fword.     The 

abufe  of  vidory  was  followed  by  the  abufe  of  law 

and  juftice.     A  formidable  iU'my  of  fycophants 

4«  Eutropiasy  k.  3.  Pawgyr.  Veter.  vii.  10, 11,  la.  A  great 
number  of  tlie  French  yoi«th  were  liicenriie  ezpofed  to  the  fame  cruel 
und  ignominiout  death* 

4>  Jalian  excludes  Maxentius  from  the  banquet  of  the  Casfars  with 
abhorrence  and  contempt  i  and  Zofimus  (1, 21.  p,  Sj.)  accufes  hin^ 
if  tr^  kioi  of  cruelty  and  profli{;acy« 
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and  delators  invaded  Africa ;  the  rich  and  the  ^  ^.^  *"• 
noble  were  eafily  convided  of  a  connedion  with 
the  rebels ;  and  thofe  among  them  who  experi* 
enced  the  emperor's  clemency,  were  only  p\u 
niflied  by  the  confifcation  of  their  eftates  '^\  So 
fignal  a  vidory  was  celebrated  by  a  magnificent 
triumph,  and  Maxentius  expofed  to  the  eyes  of 
the  people  the  fpoils  and  captives  of  a  Roman 
province.  The  ftate  of  the  capital  was  no  lefs 
deferving  of  compafiion  than  that  of  Africa* 
The  wealth  of  Rome  fupplied  an  inexhauftible  ' 
fund  for  his  vain  and  prodigal  expences,  and  the 
miniflers  of  his  revenue  were  fkilled  in  the  arts  of 
rapine.  It  was  under  his  reign  that  the  method 
of  exading  ^ifree  gift  from  the  fenators,  was  firft 
invented ;  and  as  the  fum  was  infenfibly  increafed^ 
the  pretences  of  levying  it,  a  vidory,  a  birth,  a 
marriage,  or  an  Imperial  confulfhip,  were  pro* 
portionably  multiplied  "^^  Maxentius  had  im*  , 
bibed  the  fame  implacable  averfion  to  the  fenate^ 
which  had  charaderized  moft  of  the  former  ty- 
rants of  Rome:  nor  was  it  poffible  for  his  un- 
grateful temper  to  forgive  the  generous  fidelity 
which  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne,  and  fup* 
ported  him  againft  all  his  enemies.  The  lives  of 
the  fenators  were  expofed  to  his'  jealous  fufpi- 
cions,  the  difhonour  of  their  wives  and  daughters 
heightened   the  gratification  of   his  fenfual  paf- 

4S  Zofimut,  1.  ii,  p.  83— S5.     Aurelius  Viflor. 

44  The  paflage  of  Aurelius  ViAor  fliould  be  lead  in  tbe  followin; 
manner  t  Primus  inftituto  peflimo^  mummm  fpecie^  Patres  Oratortfyut 
pectmiam  ^onfenre  |^rgdi^enii  fibi  cogcret« 

iioz^Sf 
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CHAP,  fions  *'.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  an  Imperial 
lover  was  feldom  reduced  to  figh  in  vain  ;  ,but 
whenever  perfuafion  proved  ineffeftual,  he  had 
recourfc  to  violence ;  and  there  remains  one  me- 
morable example  of  a  noble  matron,  who  pre- 
ferved  her  chaftity  by  a  voluntary  death.  The 
ibidiers  were  the  only  order  of  men  whom  he  ap- 
peared to  refpett,  or  ftudied  to  pleafe.  He  filled 
Rome  and  Italy  with  armed  troops,  connived  at 
their  tumults,  fuffered  them  with  impunity  to 
plunder,  and  even  to  maflacre,  the  defencelefs 
people  *•  i  and  indulging  them  in  the  fame  licen- 
tioulhefs  which  their  emperor  enjoyed,  Maxen- 
tiu8  often  beftowed  on  his  military  favourites  the 
fplendid  villa,  or  the  beautiful  wife,  of  a  fena*- 
tor.  A  prince  of  fuch  a  charader,  alike  inca? 
paUe  of  governing  either  in  peace  or  in  war, 
might  purchafe  the  fupport,  but  he  could  never 
obtain  the  efteem,  of  the  army.  Yet  his  pride 
was  equal  to  his  other  vices.  Whilft  he  pafied 
his  indolent  life,  either  within  the  walls  of  his 
palace,  or  in  the  neighbouring  gardens  of  Sal- 
luft,  he  was  repeatedly  heard  to  declare,  that  he 
alone  was  emperor,  and  that  the  other  princes 
were  no  more  than  bis  lieutenants,  on  whom  he 

4S  Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  %^  Eufeb.  Hift.  ficclcf.  viii.  14.  et  in  Vit. 
Conftant.  i.  33,  34>  Rufinus,  c.  17,  The  virtuous  matran*  who 
ftabbcd  herfelf  to  efcape  the  violence  of  Maxentias,  was  a  Chrtftiany 
wife  to  the  praefeft  of  the  city,  and  her  name  was  Sopbronia.  It  A  ill 
remains  a  queftion  among  the  cafuiftsy  Whether,  on  fuch  occafions^ 
fbicide  is  jufttflable  i 

^  Pr«torianis  ca^dem  Tolgi  quondam  annuereti  is  the  vague  ex* 
preffion  of  Aurelius  Vi£Vor.  See  mone  particular,  though  r<Mnewh<tt 
different,  accounts  of  a  tumult  and  maflacre  which  happened  at  Rome, 
in  Eufcbius  (I.  viii,  c.  14.)  and  in  Zofmius  ^J,  ii.  f .  84.}, 
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had  devolved   the  defence  of  the  fiontier  prcv  ^^jy^' 
vinces,  that  he  might  enjoy  without  interruption  v^-^^*^^ 
the  elegant  luxury  of  the  capital     Rome,  which 
had  fo  lo^g  regretted  thp  abfence,  lamented,  dur- 
ing the  fix  y^ars  of  his  reign,  the  prefence  of  her 
fovereigp  *^ 

Though  Conftantine  might  view  the  condud  civil  wir 
of  Maxentius  with  a^bhorrence,  and  the  fituation  coni^n. 
of  the   Roman?  with   compaifion,    we  have  no  !!J^*"^ 
reafon  to  prefume  that  he  would  have  taken  up  uus. 
arms  to  puni(h  the  one,  or  to  relieve  the  othen  ^*^*  *'** 
But  the  tyrant  of  Italy  raihiy  ventured  to  pro* 
voke  a  formidable  enemy,  whofe  ambition  had 
been  hitherto  i;eftrained  by  conOderations  of  pru-* 
dence,   rather    than    by  principles    of  juftice^'. 
After  the  death  pf  Ma^imian,  his  titles,  accord- 
ing to  the  ^ftabliflied  cuftom,    had  been  erafed^ 
and  his   ftatues    thrown    down    with   ignominy. 
I£s  fon,    who  had  perfecuted  and  deferted  hini 
when  alive,    aSedted  to    difplay  the  moft  pious 
regai:d  to  bis  memory,    and  gave  orders  that  a 
iimilar  treatment  flpuld  be  immediately  inflided 
on  ail  the  ftatues  that  had  been  ereded  in  Italy 
and  Africa  to  the  honour  of  Conftantine.    That 
wife  prince,  who  ftncerely  wifhed  to  decline  a 

47  See  iiitb«  Panegyrics  (ix,  14..  )>  a  lively  defcription  of  the  indo« 
Isnce  amd  Tain  pride  oH  Maxentius.  In  another  place  the  orator  ob- 
Sbrrea,  that  the  richee  which  Rome  had  accumulated  in  a  period  of 
10^9  ycariy  were  laviflied  by  the  tyrant  on  his  mercenary  hands ;  re** 
dempcit  4d  <UiLe  latrocinium  manibut  ingcflerat. 

4*  After  the  victory  of  Conftantine,  it  was  uniyerfaliy  allowed,  that 
the  motive  of  delivering  the  republic  from  a  detefted  tyrant,  would,  at 
any  timcy  have  juftififid  hi«  expedition  into  Italy.  Eufeb.  in  Vitk  Con- 
ftantin,  1. 1*  c.  26,    Paqegyr.  Vet,  ix.  u 

war. 
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c  HA  P.  war,  with  the  difficulty  znd  importance  of  which 
he  was  fufficiently  acquainted,  at  firft  diflembled 
the  infult,  and  fought  for  redrefs  by  the  milder 
expedients  of  negotiation,  till  he  was  convinced^ 
chat  the  hoftile  and  ambitious  defigns  of  the 
Italian  emperor  made  it  neceflary  for  him  to  arm 
m  his  own  defence.  Maxentius,  who  openly 
avowed  his  pretenfions  to  the  whole  monarchy  of 
the  Weft,  had  already  prepared  a  very  confider- 
able  force  to  invade  the  Gallic  provinces  on  the 
fide  of  Rhaetia,  and  though  he  could  not  expeft 
any  affiftance  from  Licinius,  he  was  flattered  with 
the  hope  that  the  legions  of  Illyricum,  allured 
by  his  prefents  and  promifes,  would  defert  the 
ftandard  of  that  prince,  and  unanimoufly  declare 
themfdves  his  foldiers  and  fubjefts*^  Con- 
ftantine  no  longer  hefitated.  He  had  deliberated 
with  caution,  he  aded  with  vigour.  He  gave  a 
private  audience  to  the  ambaifadors,  who,  in  the 
name  of  the  fenate  and  people,  conjured  him  to 
deliver  Rome  from  a  detefted  tyrant ;  and,  with- 
out regarding  the  timid  remonftrances  of  his  coun* 
cil,  he  refolved  to  prevent  the  enemy,  and  to 
carry  the  war  into  the  heart  of  Italy 


so 


49  Zofimus,  1.  ii.  p.  84,,  85.     Nazarius  in  Panegyr.  x,  7—13. 

5«  See  Panegyr,  Vet.  ix.  s.  Omnibus  fere  tuie  Comitibii$ct*i>u* 
cTbus  non  fo'iim  taclte  lUuiTantibuSy  fed  etiam  aperte  timenttbot}  con* 
tra  confilia  bominurr,  contra  Hamrpicuin  oionita*  ipfc  per  tesoet  liber* 
and«  urbis  tempus  venilTe  fentirct.  Tbe  embafly  of  the  Romans  ia 
mentioned  only  by  Zonaras  (\,  xiii.)  and  by  Cedrenus  (in  Conpend* 
liift.  p.  ayo.) :  but  tbofe  modern  Greeks  had  the  opportunity  of  con- 
(lilting  many  wihers  which  have  fince  been  loft»  among  which  we  may 
reckon  the  life  of  Condanfine  by  Praxagoras*  Photius  (p.  63,)  hat 
■udc  a  fliort  extraA  from  that  hiftorical  work» 
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The  enterprife  was  as  full  of  danger  as  of  c  ha  p. 
glory }  and  the  unfuccefsfiil  event  of  two  former  y^^^.^^ 
invafions  was  fufEcient  to  infpire  the  moft  ferious  ?1?'™' 
apprehenfions.    The  veteran  troops  who  revered 
the  name  of  Maximian,  had  embraced  in  both 
thofe  wars  the  party  of  his  fon,  and  were  now 
retrained  by  a  fenfe  of  honour,  as  well  as  of 
intereil,  from  entertaining  an  idea  of  a  fecond 
defertion.     Maxentius,  who  confidered  the  Pra> 
torian  guards  as  the  firmeft  defence  of  his  throne^ 
had  increafed  them  to    their    ancient    eftablilh- 
ment ;  and  they  compofed,  including  the  reft  of 
the  Italians,   who  were  inlifted   into  his  fervlce, 
a  formidable  body  of  fourfcore   thoufand  men. 
Forty  thoufand    Moors  and    Carthaginians   had 
been  raifed  lince  the  redu£tion  of  Africa.    Even 
Sicily  furnilhed  its    proportion   of  troops  j   and 
the  armies  of  Maxentius  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fcventy   thoufand   foot,    and  eighteen 
thoufand  horfe.      The  wealth   of  Italy  fupplied 
the  expences  of  the  war ;  and  the  adjacent  pro- 
vinces were  exhaufted,  to  form  immenfe  maga* 
zines  of  corn  and  every  other  kind  of  provifions. 
The  whole   force    of   Conftantine    confifted    of 
ninety  thoufand  foot  and  eight  thoufand  horfe  ^"j 
and  as  the  defence  of  the  Rhine  required  an  ex- 
traordinary attention  during  the  abfence  of  the 
emperor,   it  was  not  in  his  power  to  employ- 
si  S^fimufl  (1. 11.  p.  86.)  has  given  us  this  curious  account  4f  the 
forces  on  both  fides.    He  makes  no  mention  of  any  naval  armaments^ 
though  we  are  alTured  (Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  aj.)  that  the  war  was  carried 
OD  by  fca  as  well  as  by  land  |  and  that  the  fleet  of  Conftantine  look 
poUcifion  of  Sardinia^  Corlicay  and  tl)e  ports  of  Italy* 
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CMjAP.  abov6  half  his  tfoops  ill  the  Italian  exf)edition, 
\mm^^'^  unlefs  he  facrificed  the  pubh*c  fafety  to  his  pri- 
vate quarreP*.  At  the  head  of  about  forty 
thoufand  foldiers,  he  marched  to  enconntet  an 
enemy  whofe  nuihbers  were  at  leaft  four  times 
fuperior  to  his  own.  But  the  armies  of  Rome, 
placed  at  a  fecure  diftance  from  danger,  were 
enervated  by  indulgence  and  luxury.  Habituated 
to  the  baths  and  theatres  of  Rome,  they  took 
the  field  with  reluftance,  and  were  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  veterans  who  had  almoft  forgotten,  or 
of  new  levies,  who  had  never  acquired,  the  ufe 
of  arms  and  the  practice  of  war.  The  hardy 
legions  of  Gaul  had  long  defended  the  frontiers 
of  the  empire  againft  the  barbarians  of  the  North  ; 
and  in  the  performance  of  that  laborious  fervice, 
their  valour  was  exercifed,  and  their  difcipline 
confirmed.  There  appeared  the  faitie  difference 
between  the  leaders  as  between  the  armies. 
Caprice  or  flattery  had  tempted  Maxentius  with 
the  hopes  of  conqueft;  but  thefe  afpiring  hopes 
foon  gave  way  to  the  habits  of  pleafure  and  the 
confcioufnefs  of  his  inexperience.  The  intrepid 
mind  of  Conftantine  had  been  trained  from  his 
earlieft  youth  to  war,  to  aftion,  and  to  military 
command. 
Conftan.  When  Hannibal  marched  from  Gaul  into  Italy, 
S»*iG^f .*   ^  ^"^^  obliged,  firft,    to  difcover,  and  then  to 

J»  Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  3.  It  is  not  furprifing  that  the  orator  fhonld 
dimtniih  the  numbers  with  which  his  fovereign  atchieved  the  conqueft 
of  Italy;  but  it  appears  fomewhat  Hngular  that  he  (hould  efteem  the. 
tyrant^a  army  at  tto  more  than  ioo»ooo  men* 

open^ 
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open,  a  way  over  mountains  and  through  favage   c«ap. 
nations,   that  had  never  yielded  a  paflage  to  a  ^^.^^-.^w 
regular  army".      The  Alps  were  then  guarded 
by  nature,  they  are  now  fortified  by  art.     Cita- 
dels  conftrucled  with   no   lefs    Ikill    than  labour 
and   expence,   command  every  avenue  into  the 
plain,  and  on  that   fide  render  Italy  almofl:   in- 
acceflible   to   the   enemies   of    the   king   of  Sar- 
dinia^*.     But  in  the  courfe  of  the  intermediate 
period,  the    generals,  who    have   attempted   the 
paflage,   have   feldom   experienced    any  difEcuItv 
or   refiftance.      In    the  age   of  Conftantine,  the 
peafants    of   the    mountains   were    civilized    and 
obedient    fubjecls;    the   country    was    plentifully 
ftocked  with  proviTions,  and  the  ftupendous  high- 
ways, which  the  Romans  had  carried  over  the 
Alps,    opened   feveral    communications    between 
Gaul    and    Italy".      Conftantine   preferred    the 
road  of  the  Cottian  Alps,  or,  as  it  is  now  called, 
of  Mount   Cenis,  and   led  bis  troops  with   fuch 
active  diligence  that  he  defcended  into  the  plain 

•  ft  The  three  principal  paflages  of  the  Alps  between  Gaul  and  Italy, 
are  thofe  of  Mbunt  St.  Bernard,  Mount  Cenis,  and  Mount  (^enevre. 
Tradition,  and  a  refemblance  of  names  (Aipes  Pefimtuej,  bad  aflignf  d 
ihe  firft  of  thefe  for  the  march  of  flannibal  (fee  Simler  de  Alpihus). 
Tbe  Chevalier  de  Folard  (Polybe,  torn,  iv.)  sind  M.  d*Anvi]le  have 
kd  him  Over  mount  Genevre.  But  notwithftinding  tbe  authority  of 
:Mi  experienced  officer  and  a  learned  geographer,  the  pretenfions  of 
f  flount  Cenis  are  fiipported  in  a  fj^clous,  not  to  fay  a  convincing, 
maniltr  by  M.  Grofley,  Obfenrations  fur  l*ltalie,  torn*  i.  p.  40,  &c. 
54  La  Brunette  near  8ttfe>  Demcmt,  Exiles,  Feneftrelles^  Coni,  fic» 
iV  Sec  Atnmian.  MarceUin*  xt.  tos  His  defcription  •of  the  roadfl 
OYe.t  Lhe  Alps,  is  clear,  lively,  and  accurate. 
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CHAP,  of  Piedmont  before  the  court  of  Maxentius  had 

XIV.  •      •  .  '        • 

\^^^^>  received  any  certain  intelligence  of  his  departure 
froni  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  The  city  of 
Sufa,  however,  which  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  CeniSy  was  furrounded  with  walls,  and 
provided  with  a  garrifon  fufficiently  numerous 
to  check  the  progrefs  of  an  invader;  but  the 
impatience  of  Conftantine's  troops  difdained  the 
tedious  forms  of  a  fiege.  The  fame  day  that 
they  appeared  before  Sufa,  they  applied  fire  to 
the  gates,  and  ladders  to  the  walls ;  and  mount- 
ing to  the  affault  amidfl  a  fhower  of  (lones  and 
arrows,  they  entered  the  place  fword  in  hand, 
and  cut  in  pieces  the  greateft  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon. The  flames  were  extinguifhed  by  the  care 
of  Conftantine,  and  the  remains  of  Sufa.  pre- 
ferved  from  total  deftruftion.  About  forty  miles 
from    thence,    a   more    fevere    contcfl;    awaited 

Battle  of  him.  A  numerous  army  of-  Italians  was  aflem- 
"""•  bled  under  the  lieutenants  of  Maxentius  in  the 
plains  of  Turin.  Its  principal  ilrength  confided 
in  a  fpecies  of  heavy  cavalry,  which  the  Romans, 
iince  the  decline  of  their  difcipline,  had  borrow- 
cd  from  the  nations  of  the  Eaft.  The  horfes, 
as  well  as  the  men,  were  clothed  in  complete 
-  armour,  the  joints  of  which  were  artfully  adapted 
to  the  motions  of  their  bodies.  The  afpe^  of 
this  cavalry  was  formidable,  their  weight  almofi 
irrefiftible  i  and  as,  on  this  occafion,  their  gene- 
rals  had  drawn  them  up  in  a  compaf):  column  or 
wedge,  with  a  (harp  point,  and  with  fpreadlng 
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flanks,  they  flattered  thctnfelves  that  they  fhould  c  ha  p. 
eafily  break  and  trample  down  the  army  of  Con-  <^»>^-w 
flantine.  They  might,  perhaps,  have  fucceeded 
in  their  defign,  had  not  theit  experienced  ad<« 
terfary  embraced  the  fame  method  of  defence^ 
Which  in  fimilar  circumflances  had  been  prao- 
tifed  by  Aurelian.  The  fkilful  ^volutions  of 
Conftantine  divided  and  baffled  this  mafTy  co-* 
lumn  of  cavalry.  The  troops  of  Maxentius  fled 
in  confufion  towards  Turin ;  and  as  the  gates  of 
the  city  were  fliut  againft  them,  very  few  efcaped 
the  fword  of  the  viftorious  purfuers.  By  this 
important  ferVice,  Turin  deferved  to  experience 
the  clemency  and  even  favour  of  the  conqueror* 
He^  made  his  entiy  into  the  Imperial  palace  of 
Milan,  and  almoft  all  the  cities  of  Italy  between 
the  Alps  and  the  Po  not  only  acknowledged  the 
J)ower,  but  embraced  with  zeal  the  party,  of 
Confl:antine'®. 

From  Milan  to.  Rome,  the  Jfemilian  and  Fla-  siege  »fid 
minian  highways  oflFered  an  cafy  march  of  about  vcrina. 
four  hundred  miles;  but  though  Gonftantine 
was  impatient  to  jencounter  the  tyrant,  he  pru^ 
dently  directed  his  operations  againft  another 
•rmy  of  Italians,  who,  by  their  ftrength  and 
pofition,  might  either  oppofe  his  progrefs,  or^ 
in  cafe  of  a  misfortune,  might  intercept  his 
retreat*  Ruricius  Pompeianus,  a  general  diftin* 
guiihed  by  his  valour  and  ability^  had  under  his 

f^  ZofimoB  tt»  well  a»  Eafebius  haften  from  the  paifage  of  the  AJps» 
to  the  decifive  a£lion  near  Rome.  We  muft  apply  to  the  two  Pane^ 
gjrict,  for  the  intednediate  anions  of  Conftantine. 

Vol*  II,  (^  com- 
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CHAP,   command  the  city  of  Verona,  and  all  the  troops 
that  were  ftatloned  in  the  province  of  Venetian 
As  foon  as  he  was  informed  that  Conilantine  was 
advancing  towards    him,    he    detached    a    large 
body  of  cavalry,   which  was  defeated  in  ,an  en^ 
gagement    near    Brefcia,    and    purfued    by    the 
Gallic    legions   as   far   as    the  gates  of  Verona. 
The  neceffity,    the    importance,    and    the  diffi- 
culties  of  the  fiege  of  Verona,  immediately  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  the  fagacious  mind  of  Con- 
flantine^^     The    dty  was  accefiible  only  by  a 
narrow  peninfula  towards  the  well,  as  the  other 
three  fides  were  furrounded  by  the  Adige,  a  rapid 
river    which  covered    the  province  of  Venetia, 
from  whence  the  befieged  derived  an  inexhauft- 
ible  fupply  of  men  and  provifions.     It  was  not 
without  great  difficulty,  and  after  feveral  fruitleis 
attempts,  that  Conftantine  found  means   to  pafs 
the  river  at  fome  diftance  above  the  city,  and  in 
a  place  where  the  torrent  was  lefs  violent.    He 
then  encompafled  Verona  with  ilrong  lines,  pufhed 
his  attacks  with  prudent    vigour,    and  repelled 
a  defperate  faliy  of  Pompeianus.     That  intrepid 
general,  when  he  had  ufed  every  means  of  de- 
fence that  the  ftrength  of  the  place  or  that  of  the 
garrifon  could  aflford,  fecretly  efcaped  from  Ve« 

57  The  Marquis  MaiFei  has  examined  the  firge  and  battle  of  Verona^ 
with  that  degree  of  attentron  and  accuracy,  which  was  due  to  a  me. 
morable  aftion  that  happened  in  his  native  country.  The  fortifica* 
tions  of  that  city,  conftruAed  by  Gailienus,  were  lefs  exrenftve  than 
the  modern  wails,  and  the  amphitheatre  was  not  included  within  their 
ciicumference.     See  Verona  lUuftiata^  Part  i*  p.  141.  150. 
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rona,  anxious  not  for  his  own  but  for  the  public  c  h  a  p.  ^ 
fafety.  With  indefatigable  /diligence  he  foon 
collected  an  army  fufEcient  either  to  meet  Con* 
fiantine  in  the  fields  or  to  attack  him  if  he  ob- 
ftinately  remained  within  his  lines*  The  em- 
perofy  attentive  to  the  motions,  and  informed  of 
the  approach,  of  fo  formidable  an  enemy,  left  a 
part  of  his  legions  to  continue  the  operations  of 
the  fiege,  whilft,  at  the  head  of  thofe  troops  on 
whofe  valour  and  fidelity  he  more  particularly 
depended,  he  advanced  in  perfon  to  engage  the 
general  of  Maxentius.  The  army  of  Gaul  was 
drawn  up  in  two  lines,  according  to  the  ufual 
pra^ice  of  war ;  but  their  experienced  leader, 
perceiving  that  the  numbers  of  the  Italians  far 
exceeded  his.  own,  fuddenly  changed  his  difpofz* 
tion,  and  reducing  the  fecond,  extended  the  front 
of  his  firft  line,  to  a  juft  proportion  with  that 
of  the  enemy.  Such  evolutions,  which  only 
veteran  troops  can  execute  without  confufion  in 
a  moment  of  danger,  commonly  prove  decifive : 
but  as  this  engagement  began  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  day,  and  was  contefted  with  great  obfti'- 
nacy  during  the  whole  night,  there  was  lefs  room 
for  the  condudl  of  the  generals  than  for  the  cou« 
rage  of  the  foldiers.  The  return  of  Kght  dif- 
played  the  viflory  of  Conftantine,  and  a  field  of 
carnage  covered  with  many  thoufands  of  the  van« 
quiflied  Italians.  Their  general,  Pompeianus, 
was  found  amdng  the  flain ;  Verona  immediately 
furtendered  at  difcretion,  and   the  garrifon  was 
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CHAP,  inade  prifoners  of  war  *'•  When  the  officers  o^ 
^.m^y^f  the  vi^orious  army  congratulated  their  mafter 
on  this  important  fuccefs,  they  ventured  to  add 
{bme  refpedful  complaints,  of  fuch  a  nature, 
however,  as  the  mod  jealous  monarchs  will  liften 
to  without  difpleafure.  They  reprefented  to  Con- 
ftantine,  that,  not  contented  with  performing  all 
the  duties. of  a  commander,^  he  had  expofed  his 
own  perfo|i  with  an  excefsjof  valour  which  aimed 
degenerated  into  raflmefs;  and  they  conjured  him 
for  the  future  to  pay  more  regard  to  the  preferva- 
tton  of  a  life,  in  which  the  fafety  of  Rome  and  of 
the  empire  was  involved  ^'. 
Indolence  While  Conftautine  (ignalized  his  condu&  and 
Maxentius.  valour  in  the  field,  the  fovereign  of  Italy  appeared 
infenfible  of  the  calamities  and  danger  of  a 
dvil  war  which  raged  in  the  heart  of  his  domi- 
nidtis.  Pieafure  was  ftill  the  only  bufinefs  of 
Maxentius.  Concealing,  or  at  leaft  attempting 
to  conceal,  from  the  public  knowledge  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  his  arms^  he  indulged  himfelf  in 
a  vain  confidence,  which  deferred  the  remedies 
of  the  approaching  evil,  without  deferring  the 
evil   itfelf^'.     The    rapid   progrefs  of    Conftan- 

ss  They  wanted  chains  for  fo  great  a  multitode  of  captiTes  }  and 
the  whole  council  was  at  alofs  j  but  the  fagacious  conqueror  imagined 
the  happy  expedient  of  conTerting  into  fetters  the  fworda  of  tKc  van* 
^utflied.  Panegyr.  Vet.  ix«  ii« 
59  Panegyr,  Vet,  ix.  lo, 
'  ^o  Literas  calainitatum  fuarum  indices  fttpprifflebat.  Panegyr, 
Vet.  ix.  15. 

:  61  Remedia  nialoruin  potius  quam  mala  differebaty  it  the  fine  c^nfiirr  . 
^hich  Tacitus  paflet  on  the  fupine  indolence  of  Viteliius* 
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dne**  was  fcarccly  fufficient  to  awaken  him  from  chap, 
tl)is  fatal  fecurity ;  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  his  j,-it_r 
well-known  liberality,  and  the .  majefty  of  the 
Roman  name,  which  had  already  deliv^ed  hint 
from  two  invafions,  would  diffipate  with  the 
lame  facility  the  rebellious  army  of  Gaul.  The 
officers  of  experience  and  ability,  who  had  ferved 
under  the  banners  of  Maximian,  were  at  length 
compelled  to  inform  his  eflfeminate  fon  of  the 
imminent  danger  to  which  he  was  reduced  ;  and, 
with  a  freedom  that  at  once  furprifed  and  con<- 
vinced  him,  to  urge  the  neceflity  of  preventing 
his  ruin,  by  a  vigorous  exertion  of  his  remaining 
power.  The  refources  of  Maxentius,  both  of 
men  and  money,  were  ftill  confiderable.  The 
Praetorian  guards  felt  how  ftrongly  their  own 
intereft  and  fafety  were  conneded  with  his  caufe  i 
and  a  third  army  was  foon  collefted,  more  nu* 
merous  than  thofe  which  had  been  lofl  in  the 
battles  of  Turin  and  Verona.  It  was  far  from 
the  intention  of  the  emperor  to  lead  his  troops  in 
perfon.  A  ftranger  to  the  exercifes  of  war,  he 
trdmbled  at  the  apprehenfion  of  fo  dangerous  a 
conteft ;  and  as  fear  is  commonly  fuperftitious, 
he  liftened  with  melancholy  attention  to  the  ru* 
mours  of  omens  and  prefages  which  feemed  to 
menace  his  life  and  empire.  Shame  at  length 
fupplied  the  place  of  courage,  and  forced  him  to 
take  the  fidd.    He  was  unable  to  fuftain  the 

*»  The  Marquis  MafFei  hat  made  it  eidremely  probable  that  Con. 
ftantine  was  ftiil  at  Vcruna,  the  ift  of  September,  A.  D.  3 it,  and 
that  ihe  oiemorable  «ra  of  the  indi6lioiis  was  dated  from  his  CQoqueft 
pfthe  Cifalpine  Gaul. 

(^3  contempt 
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CHAP,   contempt  of  the  Roman    people.      The  circus 
^,,p->,^w  refounded    with   their  indignant    clamours,   and 
they  tumultuoofly  befieged  the  gates  of  the  pa- 
lace,  reproaching  the  pufiltanimtty   of  thdr  in- 
dolent fovereign,  and  celebrating  the  heroic  fpirit 
of  Conftantine  ^.     Before  Maxentius  left  Rome, 
he  confulted  the  Sibylline  books.     The  guardians 
of  thefe  ancient  oracles  were  as  well  verfed  in  the 
arts  of  this  world,  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
fccrets  of  fate ;  and  they  returned  him  a  very  pru- 
dent anfwer,  which  might  adapt  itfelf  to  the  event, 
and  fecure  their  reputation  whatever  (hould  be  the 
chance  of  arms  \ 
vif»^ryof       The  celerity  of  Conftantine's  march  has  been 
unt^nelr     Compared  to  the  rapid  conqueft  of  Italy  by  the 
Rome.        firft  of  the  Csefars ;  nor  is  the  flattering  parallel 
asih  oa!'  repugnant  to  the  truth  of  hiftory,  fince  no  more 
than  fifty-eight  days  elapfed  between  the  furren- 
der  of  Verona  and  the  final  decifion  of  the  war. 
Conftaniine  had    always    apprehended    that  the 
tyrant   would   confult   the   didates   of   fear,  and 
perhaps   of  prudence ;  and  that,   inftead  of  Hik- 
ing his  laft  hopes  in  a  general  engagement,  he 
would  fhut  himlelf  up  within  the  walls  of  Rome. 
His   ample   magazines    fecured   him    againft    the 
danger  of  famine ;  and  as  the  fituation  of  Con- 
ftrntine   admitted   not  of  delay,   he  might   have 
I  been   reduced  to  the  fad  neceflity  of  deftroying 

with  fire  and  fword  the  Imperial  city,  the  nobleft 
reward  of  his   vidory,    and   the  deliverance  of 

«l  SfC  Panrgvr.  Vcr.  xi.  i6.     Laftanfiui  de  M.  P.  c.44« 
64  lUo  die  holtem  R  manoium  cfle  |>eniuniin.     The  Tanqviliwd 
prince  became  of  cuuife  the  enemy  of  Rome, 
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which  had  been  the  motive,  or  rather  indeed 
the  pretence,  of  the  civil  war  *•;  It  was  with  equal 
furprife  and  pleafure,  that  on  his  arrival  at  a 
place  called  Saxa  Rubra,  about  nine  miles  from 
Rome**,  he  difcovered  the  army  of  Maxentius 
prepared  to  give  him  battle  *'•  Their  long  front 
filled  a  very  fpacious  plain,  and  their  deep  array 
reached  to  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  which  covered 
their  rear,  and  forbade  their  retreat.  We  are 
informed,  and  we  may  believe,  that  Conftantine 
difpofed  bis  troops  with  confummate  (kill,  and 
that  he  chofe  for  himfelf  the  poft  of  honour  and 
danger*  Diftinguiflied  by  the  fplendour  of  his 
arms,  he  charged  in  perfon  the  cavalry  of  his 
rivd ;  and  his  irrefiftible  attack  determined  the 
fortune  of  the  day.  The  cavalry  of  Maxentius 
was  principally  compofed  either  of  unwieldy  cui- 
raifier$,  or  of  light  Moors  and  Numidians. 
They  yielded  to  the  vigour  of  the  Gallic  horfe, 
which  pofTeiTed  more  activity  than  the  one,  more 
firmneCi  than  the  other*  The  defeat  of  the  two 
wings  left  the  infantry  without  any  protection  on 

^i  See  Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  i6.  x.  ^7,  The  forraer  of  thefe  orators 
magnifiei  the  boards  of  corn,  which  Maxentius  had  colIeAed  from 
Aftica  and  the  l(land<.  And  yet,  if  there  i%  any  truth  In  the  fcarcity 
mentioned  by  Eufebius  (in  Vit.  Conftantin.  1.  i.  c.  36.},  the  Imperial 
granaries  muft  have  been  open  only  to  the  foldiers. 

^  Maxentius  .  .  .  tandem  urbe  in  ^axa  J^M^ra^milliafermenOTcm 
cgerrimc  progreflTus.  Aurelius  Viftor.  See  CeUarrus  Oeograpb. 
Antiq.  tom.i.  p.  463.  Saxa  Rubra  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Creinera,  a  trifling  rivulet,  illuftrated  by  the  falourand  glorious  death 
of  the  three  hundred  Fabii. 

'    ^  The  poft  which  Maxentius  had  taken,  with  the  Tyber  in  htfl 
rear,  it  very  clearly  defcribed  by  the  two  PancgyriftSi  ix.  i6«  x*  aS. 
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it$  flanks,  and  the  undifciplined  Italians  fled 
without  reludance  from  the  ftandaid  of  a  tyraat 
whom  they  had  always  hated,  and  whom  they 
no  longer  feared.  The  Praetorians,  confcious 
that  their  offisnc^es  were  beyond  the  reach  of 
mercy,  were  animated  by  revenge  and  defpain 
Notwithftanding  their  repeated  efforts,  thofd 
brave  veterans  were  unable  to  recover  the  vie* 
tory:  they  obtained,  however,  an  honourable 
death;  and  it  was  obfcrved  that  their  bodies 
covered  the  fame  ground  which  had  been  occu-p 
pied  by  their  ranks  ^'.  The  co«iuiion  then  be* 
came  general,  and  the  difmayed  troops  of  Max<v 
«ntius,  purfued  by  an  implacable  enemy,  ruihed 
by  tboufafKJU  intp  the  deep  and  rapid  ftream  of 
the  Tyber.  The  emperor  himfelf  attempted  to 
efcape  back  into  the  city  over  the  Milvian  bridge^ 
but  the  crowds  which  preffed  together  through 
that  narrow  paifage,  forced  him  into  the  river, 
where  be  was  immediately  drowned  by  the  weight 
Qf  bis  arrpour^*  His  body,  which  had  funk 
ifery  deep  into  (be  mud,  was  found  with  fome 

AS  Ezceptjs  Ifttrocinii  illiut  primis  au^oribo^i  qui  defperata  venii^ 
locum  quern  pugnae  funiprerant texere corporibus.  Panegyr*  Vet    x.i7« 

^  A  very  idle  rumour  foon  prevailed)  that  Maxentius,  who  had 
not  taken  any  precaution  for  his  own  retreat,  had  contrived  a  very 
artful  fnare  to  deftroy  the  army  of  the  purfuers  j  but  that  the  woodeu 
bridge  which  was  to  have  been  ]«ofened  on  the  approach  of  Conftan- 
tioe,  unluckily  broke  down  under  the  weight  of  the  flying  Itaiiaau 
M.  de  Tillemont  (Jlift*  des  Empereurs,  torn,  tv;  part|«  p.  576. } 
very  ferioufly  examines  whether,  in  contradidion  to  common  fenfe^ 
tlie  tedimony  of  Ufebiut  and  Zoiimus  ought  to  prevail  over  the  filence 
of  La^^antiut^NaxariuSyand  theanonymouS|  but  contcisjporary  orator, 
who  compofcd  the  ninth  panegyric, 
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cMfficulty  the  next  day.  The  fight  of  bis  bead,  (;  h  a.i»^- 
when  it  was  expofed  to  the  eyes  of  the  p^ple,  ^^s-^Aw 
convinced  them  of  their  deliverance,  and  a4mo« 
niihed  them  to  receive,  with  acclamati<ms  of  loy« 
aky  and  gratitude,  the  fortunate  Conftantine,  who 
thus  atchieved  by  his  valour  and  ability  the  mod 
fplendid  enterprife  of  bis  life  ^. 

In  the  ufe  of  viftory,  Conftanttnc  neither  dc^  ^'^  '•ct^ 
lerved  the  praife  of  clemenqy,  nor  incurred  the  *^"* 
cenfure  of  immoderate  rigour  ^\  He  inflided 
the  fame  treatment,  to  which  a  defeat  would  have 
expofed  his  own  pcrfon  and  family,  put  to  death 
the  two  foBS  of  the  tyrant,  and  carefully  extir* 
pated  his  whole  race.  The  mod:  diftinguiibed 
adherents  of  Maxentius  muft  have  expeded  to 
fliare  his  fate,  as  they  had  fhared  his  profperity 
and  bis  crimes;  but  when  the  Roman  -people 
loudly  demanded  a  greater  number  of  vidims, 
the  conqueror  refiiled,  with  firmnefs  and  huma* 
nity,  thofe  fervile  clamours^  which  were  didated 
by  flattery  as  well  as  by  refentment.  Informers 
were  puniihed  and  difcouraged }  the  innocent^ 
who  had  fuffered  under  the  late  tyranny,  were 
recalled  from  exile,  and  reftored  to  their  eftates. 

70  Zofimus,  ].  ii.  p.  t6->88,  and  the  two  Panegyrics,  the  former 
of  which  tfras  pronounced  a  few  months  afterwards,  afford  the  cleareft 
notion  of  this  great  battle.  LaAantiuSy  Eufebius,  and  eren  the 
Epitomes,  fupply  Several  ufeful  hints. 

7>  Zofiinus,  the  enemy  of  Conftantine,  allows  (I.  ii.  p.  8S.),  that 
only  a  few  of  the  friends  of  Maxentius  were  put  to  death  j  but  we 
may  remark  the  expreflive  paffsge  of  Nazarius  (Panegyr.  Vet.  x.  6.), 
Omnibus  qui  labefaflari  ftatum  ejus  poterant  cum  ftirpe  deletis.  The 
other  orator  (Panegyr.  Vet.  iic.  ao,  ai.)  contents  himfelf  with  obferr* 
ifig,  that  Conftantine,  when  he  entered  Rome,  did  not  imitate  the 
cruel  maffacret  of  Cinna,  of  Marias,  or  of  Sylla* 
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c  H  A  K    A  reneral  aft  of  oblivion  quieted  the  minds  and 


XIV. 


fettled  the  property  of  the  people,  both  in  Italy 
and  in  Africa  '*•  The  firft  time  that  Conftantine 
honoured  the  fenate  with  his  prefence,  he  reca- 
pitulated his  own  fervlces  and  exploits  in  a  mo- 
deft  oration,  aflured  that  illuftrious  order  of  his 
fmcere  regard,  and  promifed  to  re-eftablifli  its 
ancient  dignity  and  privileges.  The  grateful 
fenate  repaid  thefe  unmeaning  profeffions  by  the 
empty  titles  of  honour,  which  it  was  yet  in  their 
power  to  beftow ;  and  without  prefuming  to  ratify 
the  authority  of  Conftantine,  they  paiTed  a  decree 
to  affign  him  the  firft  rank  among  the  three 
Augujlit  who  governed  the  Roman  world'*. 
Games  and  feftivals  were  inftituted  to  preferve 
the  fame  of  his  vidory,  and  feveral  edifices  raifed 
at  the  expence  of  Maxentius,  were  dedicated  to 
the  honour  of  his  fuccefsful  rival.  The  triumphal 
arch  of  Conftantine  ftill  remains  a  melancholy 
proof  of  the  decline  of  the  arts,  and  a  fingular 
teftimony  of  the  mtaneft  vanity.  As  it  was  not 
poflible  to  find  in  the  capital  of  the  empire  a 
fculptor  who  was  capable  of  adorning  that  pub* 
lie  monument ;  the  arch  of  Trajan,  without  any 
refpeft  either  for  his  memory  or  for  the  rules  of 
propriety,  was  ftripped  of  its  moft  elegant  figures. 
The  difterence  of  times  and  perfons,  of  adions 
and  charafterd,    was   totally   difregarded.      The 

7»  See  the  two  Panegyrics,  snd  the  laws  of  this  and  the  enfoiDg 
year,  in   he  Thcodrfi  u.  C<idc. 

7!  Paiitgyr.  Ye  .  x.  »o.  Laaantius  de  M.  P.  c.  44.  Maximin, 
who  was  confc(iedis  the  eldelt  Caeiai,  claimed^  with  ibme  fiicw  of 
real'oo>  the  fix  ft  rank  among  iheAugufti, 
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Parthian  captives  appear  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  c  h  a  K 
a  prince  who  never  carried  his  arms  beyond  the  ^  ' 
Euphrates;  and  curious  antiquarians  can  ftill 
difcover  the  head  of  Trajan  on  the  trophies  of 
Conftantine.  The  new  ornaments  which  it  was 
neceflary  to  introduce  between  the  vacancies  of 
ancient  fculpture,  are  executed  in  the  rudeft  and 
moft  unikilful  manner  '♦.  ' 

The  final  abolition  of  the  Praetorian  guards  und 
was  a  meafure  of  prudence  as  well  as  of  revenge*  Ro«^ 
Tbofe  haughty  troops,  whofe  numbers  and  pri- 
vileges had  been  reftored,  and  even  augmented, 
by  Maxentius,  were  for  ever  fuppreifed  by  Gon*^' 
ftantine.  Their  fortified  camp  was  deftroyed, 
and  the  few  Praetorians  who  had  efcaped  the  fury 
of  the  fword)  were  difperfed  among  the  legions, 
and  baniihed  to  the .  frontiers  of  the  empire, 
where  they  might  be  ferviceable  without  again 
becoming  dangerous '^  By  fuf^reifing  the 
troops  which  were  ufually  fiationed  in  Rome, 
Conftantine  gave  the  fatal  blow  to  the  dignity  of 
the  fenate  and  people,  and  the  diianned  capital 
was  expofed  without  protedipn  to  the  infults  or 
negleft  of  its  diftant  mafter.  We  may  obferve, 
that  in  this  lad  effort  to  preferve  their  expiring 

*  74  Adhvie  evinAa  opera  qua;  magnlfice  conftruxcrat,  urbit  fananit 
atque  bafiiicamy  Flavii  meritis  patres  facraTcre.  Aureiins  Viftor* 
With  regard  to  the  theft  of  Trajan^s  tropliie««  confult  Flamiaiut 
Vacca»  apud  Montfaucon,  Diariuai  Italicum,  p.  »|Oj  and  TADti* 
quite  Expliquee  of  the  latter,  torn.  iv.  p.  I7t* 

7f  Prstoriae  legiones  ac  fubiidia  faflionibnt  iptiora  quam  vrbi 
Roma?,  fublau  pcnitus  i  fimul  arma  atque  ofua  indumenti  militaria. 
Aureliof  Vidor.  Zofimus  (!•  ii.  p.  S9.)  mentioof  this  hA  at  an 
hiftoruun^  and  it  is  very  poApoQfljr  celebrated  in  the  ninth  Pancgyriet 
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^  xi^**'  freedom,  the  Romans,  from  the  appr^enfion  of 
a  tribate,  had  raifed  Maxentiug  to  the  throne^ 
He  exa&ed  that  tribute  from  the  fenate  under 
ihe  name  of  a  free  gift.  They  implored  the 
afliftance  of  Conftantine.  He  vanquiflied  the 
tyrant,  and  converted  the  free  gift  into  a  per- 
jietual  tax.  The^  lenators,  according  to  the  de^ 
claration  which  was  required  of  their  property, 
were  divided  into  leveral  clafles.  The  moft 
opulent  paid  annually  eight  pounds  of  gold,  the 
next  claTs  paid  four,  the  kit  two,  and  tho(e 
^hofe  poverty  might  have  claimed  an  e:c:emp« 
tion,  were  aflefled  however  at  feven  pieces 
q{  gold,  ^cfides  the  regular  members  of  the 
fenate,  their  fons,  their  defcendants,  and  even  their 
relations,  enjoyed  the  vain  privileges,  and  fup«^ 
port^  the  heavy  burdens,  of  the  fenatorial  order ; 
flbr.will  it  any  longer  exdte  our  furprife,  that  Con* 
ftdintine  (hould  be  attentive  to  increafe  the  number 
of  perfbns  who  were  included  under  fo  ufeful  a 
defcripticm  '*.  After  the  defeat  of  Maxentius,  the 
Vidiorious  emperor  paflfed  no  more  than  two  or 
three  months  in  Rome,  which  he  vifited  twice 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to  celebrate  the 
Ifalemn  feftivals  of  the  tenth  and  of  the  twen^ 
tieth  years  of  his  age.     Conftantin^  ^^  §lff)oft 

76  Ex  oronibui  provinciis  optimates  viros  Curiae  tusB  pign^ravcris  | 
vt  Senatut  dignitas  •  .  .  •  tx  totius  Orbit  flore  confifteret.  Nazi- 
riut  in  Panegyr.  Vet.  x.  35.  The  word  figntravtm  might  almbft 
feem  malicioufly  chofen.  Concerning  the  fenatorial  taX|  fee  Zofi. 
muS)  1.  ii.  p.  111$.  the  fecond  title  of  the  fixth  book  of  the  Tbeodo- 
/Tan  Code,  with  Godefroy*$  Commentary,  and  Memoiitt  de  i'Aca- 
dcmiedet  InfcriptioDf,  torn.  xxtHi.  p.ytC.  • 
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perpetually  in  motion  to  exerdfe  the  l^ions,  6i  c  h  a  i*. 
to  infpe&  the  ftate  of  the  provinces.     Treres,  ^^^^ 
Milan,    Aquileia,    Sirmium,  NaiiTus,    and  Th^ 
£Uonica,  were  the  occafional  places  of  his  refiidenoe^ 
till  he  founded  a  new  Rom£  on  the  confines  of 
Europe  and  Afia  '^\ 

Before  Conftantine  marched  into  Italy,  he  had  Hit  aitj. 
fecured  the  friendfhip,  or  at  leaft  the  neutrality,  Lidnius. 
of  Licinius,  the  Illyrian  emperor.     He  had  pro-i  ^^^^^* 
mifed  his  fifter  Conftantia  in   marriage  to  that 
prince ;   but  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials  was 
deferred  till  after  the  conclufion  cf  the  war,  and 
the  interview   of   the  two  emperors    at   Milan^ 
which  was  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  appeared 
to  cement  the  union  of  their  families  and  in« 
terefts^'.      In   the   midft  of  the  public  feftivity 
they  were  fuddenly  obliged  to  take  leave  of  each 
other.      An    inroad  of    the    Franks  fummoned 
Conftantine  to  the   Rhine,   and  the  hoflile  ap- 
proach of  the  fovereign  of  Afia  demanded   the 
immediate  prefence  of  Licinius.      Maximin  had  w«rbc- 
been  the  fecret  ally  of  Maxentius,  and  without  Maximin 
being   difcouraged   by  his  fete,    he  refolved  to  *"us.^'^**  ^ 
try  the  fortune  of  a  civil  war.     He  moved  out  A.D.  ji>. 
of   Syria  towards  the  frontiers  of   Bithynia  in 

77  From  the  Thcodofian  Code,  we  may  now  begin  to  trace  the 
motioos  of  ihe  emperors  :  but  the  dates  both  of  time  and  place  have 
freqaently  been  altered  by  the  careleflTnefc  of  tranfcribers. 

79  Zoiimus  (1.  ii.  p.  89*)  obferves,  that  before  the  war  the  filler 
of  Conftamiiie  had  been  betrothed  to  Licinios.  According  to  the 
younger  Vi£lor,  Diocletian  was  invited  to  the  nuptials  3  but  having 
ventured  to  plead  his  age  and  infrrmities,  he  received  a  fecond  letter 
ftlled  with  reproaches  for  hit  foppofeil  partiality  to  the  cauie  of  Max- 
tntittt  and  Maximin. 
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CHAP,  the  depth  of  winter.    The  feafon  vm  fevere  and 

vj-^-^  tempcftuous ;  great  numbers  of  men  as  well  as 
horfes  perifhed  in  the  fnow;  and  as  the  roads 
vrere  broken  up  by  inceflant  rains,  he  was  obliged 
t<^  leave  behind  him  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
heavy  baggage,  which  was  unable  to  follow  the 
rapidity  of  his  forced  marches.  By  this  extra- 
ordinary effort  of  diligence,  he  arrived,  with  a 
haraflfed  but  formidable  army,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  before  the  lieutenants 
of  Licinius  were  apprifed  of  his  hoftile  inten- 
tions. Byzantium  furrendered  to  the  power  of 
Maximin,  after  a  fiege  of  eleven  days.  He  was 
detained  fome  days  under  the  walls  of  Heraclea; 
and  he  had  no  fooner  taken  poiTeffion  of  that 
city,  than  he  was  alarmed  by  the  intelligence, 
that  Licinius  had  pitched  his  camp  at  the  diftance 
Thcde-  of  only  eighteen  miles.  After  a  fruitlefs  nego- 
April  JO.  ciation,  in  which  the  two  princes  attempted  to 
feduce  the  fidelity  of  each  other's  adherents,  they 
had  recourfe  to  arms.  The  emperor  of  the  Eaft 
commanded  a  difciplined  and  veteran  army  of 
above  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  Licinius,  who 
had  collected  about  thirty  thoufand  lilyrians, 
was  at  firft  oppreffed  by  the  fuperiority  of  num- 
bers. His  military  (kill,  and  the  firmnefs  of  his 
troops,  reftored  the  day,  and  obtained  a  decifive 
viftory.  The  incredible  fpeed  which  Maximin 
exerted  in  his  flight,  is  much  more  celebrated 
than  his  prowefs  in  the  battle.  Twenty^four 
hours  afterwards  he  was  feen.  pale,  trembling, 
and  without  his  Imperial  ornaments,  at  Nico- 
media,   one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from  the 
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{^ce  of  his  defeat.    The  wealth  of  Aiia  was  yet  chap. 
uoexhaufted  ;  and  though  the  flower  of  his  .vete»  ■_,-^t^,_- 
rans  had  fallen  in   the  late  adion,  he  had  ftill 
power,  if  he  could  obtain  time,   to  draw  very 
numerous  levies  from' Syria  and  Egypt.     But  he  «"•'''««>» 
furvived  his  ^misfor  tune  only  three  or  four  months,  former. 
His  death,  which  happened  at  Tarfus,  was  vari-  ^"iJ"** 
oufly  afcribed  to  defpair,  to  poifon,   and  to  the 
divine  juftice.     As   Maximin  was  alike  deftitute 
of  abilities  and  of  virtue,  he  was  lamented  nei- 
ther by  the  people  nor  by   the   foldiers.      The 
provinces  of  the  Eaft,  delivered  from  the  terrors 
of  civil  war,  cheerfully  acknowledged  the  autho- 
rity of  Liciiiius  ^^ 

The  vanquiflied  emperor  left  behind  him  two  Cruelty  of 
children,  a  boy  of  about  eight,  and  a  girl  of  '  '  * 
about  feven,  years  old.  Their  inoffenfive  age 
might  have  excited  compaiTion,  but  the  com- 
paflion  of  Licinius  was  a  very  feeble  refource, 
nor  did  it  reftrain  him  from  extinguijhing  the 
name  and  memory  of  his  adverfary.  The  death 
of  Severianus  will  admit  of  lefs  excufe,  as,  it  was 
didated  neither  by  revenge  nor  by  policy.  The 
conqueror  had  never  received  any  injury  from 
the  father  of  that  unhappy  youth,  and  the  fhort 
and  obfcure  reign  of  Severus  in  a  diftant  part  of 
the  empire  was  already  forgotten.  But  the  exe- 
cution of  Candidianus  was  an  aft  of  the  blacked 
cruelty  and  ingratitude.     He  was  the  natural  fon 

79  Zofiinus  mentions  the  defeat  and  death  of  Maximin  as  ordinary 
tTents  ;  but  Laftaniitts  expatiates  on  them  (dc  M.  P.  c.  45 — 50.)> 
afcribing  them  to  the  miraculous  inierpofition  of  Heartn.  Liciniat 
tt  chat  titnc  was  out  of  the  prote^ors  of  the  church* 
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CRAP.  6f  Galerius,  the  friend  and  benefaftor  of  LTd- 
**^'  niuSi  The  prudent  father  had  judged  him  too 
young  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  a  diadem ;  but  h€ 
hoped  that  under  the  protection  of  princes,  who 
were  indebted  to  his  favour  for  the  Imperial 
purple,  Candidianus  might  pafs  a  fecure  and 
honourable  life.  He  was  now  advancing  towards 
the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  royalty  of 
his  birth,  though  unfupported  either  by  merit 
or  ambition,  was  fufHcient  to  exafpefate  the  jea^ 
lous  mind  of  Licinius  ^\  To  thefe  innocent  and 
illuftrious  vidtims  of  his  tyranny^  we  muft  add 
the  wife  and  daughter  of  the  emperor  Diocletian. 
When  that  prince  conferred  on  Galerius  the  title 
of  Caefar,  he  had  given  him  in  marriage  his 
daughter  Valeria,  whofe  melancholy  adventures 
might  furniih  a  very  Angular  fubjed  ibr  tragedy. 
She  had  fulfilled  and  even  furpafled  the  duties  of 
a  wife.  As  (he  had  not  any  children  herfeif,  (he 
condefcended  to  adopt  the  illegitimate  fon  of  faef 

kcrmoiher.  hu(band,  and  invariably  difplayed  towards  the 
unhappy  Candidianus  the  tendernefs  and  anxiety 
of  a  real  mother.  After  the  death  of  Galerius, 
her  ample  poffeflions  provoked  the  avarice,  and 
her  pergonal  attractions  excited  the  defires,  of  hit 
fucceffor  Maximin  '*.     He  had  a  wife  ftill  aKve^ 

but 


Unfortu* 
nate  fate 
of  the  em  • 
preft  Va- 
ieria  and 


«o  laftantius  de  M.  P.  c.  50.  Aflreliui  Viftor  touchet  on  tlk 
dtfFervnt  conduct  of  Licitiius,  and  of  Conftantint,  in  the  ufe  of  r'lt- 
•ory.  '^ 

S'  The  fenfual  appetites  of  Maxiitiin  were  ^tifled  at  the  expenct 
of  his  fubjeAi.  His  eonuehtf  who  forced  awaj  wivee  and  vtrginii 
examined  their  naked  charms  with  anxious  curiofity,  left  any  part  of 
Ihtir  body  fliould  be  found  unwurthy  of  the  royal  embraces.    Coy- 
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but  divorce  was  permitted  by  the  Roman  law,  c  «  a  p- 
and  the  fierce  paflions  of  the  tyrant  demanded 
an  immediate  gratification.  The  anfwei'  of  Va- 
leria was  fuch  as  became  the  daughter  and  widow 
of  emperors;  but  it  was  tempered  by  the  pru- 
dence which  her  defencelefs  condition  compelled 
her  to  obferve.  She  reprefented  to  the  perfoni 
whom  Maximin  had  employed  on  this  occafion^ 
^'  that  even  if  honour  could  permit  a  woman  of 
**  her  charaf^er  and  dignity  to  entertain  a  thought 
"  of  fecond  nuptials,  decency  at  leaft  muft  for- 
*^  bid  her  to  liften  to  his  addrefles  at  a  time 
*^  when  the  aihes  of  her  hufband  and  his  bene- 
**  h&oT  were  ftill  warm  j  and  while  the  forrows 
**  of  her  mind  were  ftill  exprefled  by  her  mourn- 
^<  ing  garments.  She  ventured  to  declare,  that 
•*  flie  could  place  very  little  confidence  in  the 
"  profeiTions  of  a  man,  whofe  cruel  inconftancy 
^^  was  capable  of  repudiating  a  faithful  and  affec- 
"  donate  wife'*,*'  On  this  repulfe,  the  love  of 
Maximin  was  converted  into  fury,  and  as  wit- 
neflfes  and  judges  were  always  at  his  difpofal,  it 
was  eafy  for  him  to  cover  his  fury  with  an  ap« 
pearance  of  legal  proceedings,  and  to  aflault  the 
reputation  as  well  as  the  happinefs  of  Valeria. 
Her  ellates  were  confifcated,  her  eunuchs  and 
domeftics  devoted  to  the  moft  inhuman  tortures, 

neft  ftnd  difdain  were  coofidered  at  treafon,  and  the  obftinate,fatr-on« 
was  condemned  ro  be  drowned.  A  cuftom  was  gradually  introduced* 
that  DO  perA>n  ihould  marry  a  wife  without  the  permiffioo  of  the  em- 
peror, **  lit  ipr*  in  omnibttt  nnptiit  praeguAator  eflet.**  Laftantiut 
de  M.  P.  c.  IS. 
<«  Laaantius  d«  M«  P.  «•  %$• 

Vol.  II.  R  and 
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c  H  A  p«  and  feveral  vQnocent  and  refpe&ahle  matron^ 
who  were  honoured  with  her  frieodihip,  fuffered 
deatby  on  a  falfe  acculation  of  adultery.  The 
4wprefs  herfelf,  together  with  her  mother  Prifc% 
was  condemned  to  exile ;  and  as  they  were  igno- 
pniniouily  hurried  from  place  to  place  before  they 
were  confined  to  a  fequedered  village  in  the 
deferts  of  Syria,  they  expofed  their  Ibame  and 
difUefs  to  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft,  which,  dur- 
ing thirty  years,  had  refpeAed  their  auguft  digniF 
ty.  Diocletian  made  feveral  ineffedual  efforts 
to  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of  his  daughter ;  and, 
as  the  lafl:  return  that  he  expeded  for  the  Im?- 
perial  purple,  which  he  had  conferred  upoa 
Maximin,  he  entreated  that  Valeria  might  be 
permitted  to  (hare  his  retirement  of  Salona^  and 
to  cbfe  the  eyes  of  her  afflided  father '^  He 
entreated,  but  as  he  could  no  longer  threaten^ 
his  pra>  rs  were  received  with  coldnefs  and  dis- 
dain; and  the  pride  of  Maximin  was  gratifiedy 
in  treating  Diocletian  as  a  fuppliant,  and  hx$ 
daughter  -as  a  criminal.  Th^  death  of  Maximia 
feemed  to  aflure  the  emprefles  of  a  favourable 
alteration  in  their  fortune.  The  public  diforders 
relaxed  the  vigilance  of  their  guard,  and  they 
eafily  found  means  to  efcape  from  the  place  of 
thdr  e^^ile,  and  to  repair,  though  with  fome 
precaution,  and  in  difguife,  to  the  court  of  Li- 
cinius.    His  behaviour,  in  the  firft  days  of  his 

<l  DiQcletlan  at  laft  feat  cognatum  Tuuniy  quendam  militarem  ac 
potemem  virunoi  to  fntercede  in  favour  of  Ut  daughter  (La^antius  d» 
M.  P*  c.  4i*)«  We  are  not  fufiicrently  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of 
fbefe  timcsi  to  point  out  the  pcrfon  w|i^  was  cmplii^fd* 
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reigiH  |md  the  honourable  reception  which  he  ^  S  ^  **^ 
gave  to  young  Candidianus,  infpired  Valeria  whh 
a  fecret  fatisfadlon,  both   on  her  own  account, 
and  on  that  of  her  adopted  Ton,     But  thefe  grate- 
ful profpedls  were  foon  fucceeded  by  horror  and 
aftonifhment,  and  the  bloody  executions  which 
ftained  the  palace  of  Nicomedia,  fufficiently  con« 
Vinced  her,  that    the    throne  of  Maximin  was 
filled  by  a  tyrant  more  inhuman  than  himfelf. 
Valeria  confulted   her  fafety  by   a  hafty  flight, 
and,    ftill   accompanied  by  her   mother    Prifca, 
they  wandered  above  fifteen  months  '*  through 
the  provinces,  concealed  in  the  difguife  of  ple- 
beian  habits.     They  were  at    length  difcovered 
at  Theflalonica ;    and  as    the  fentence  of   their 
death  was  already  pronounced,  they  were  imme- 
diately beheaded,  and  their  bodies  thrown  into 
the  fea.    The  people  gazed  on  the  melancholy 
fpedacle ;  but  their  grief  and  indignation  were 
fupprefled  by  the  terrors  of  a  military  guard. 
Such  was  the  unworthy  fate  of  the  wife  and 
daughter  of  Diocletian.     We  lament  their  mif- 
foFtunes,  we  cannot  difcover  their  crimes,  and 
whatever  idea  we  may  juftly  entertain  of  the  cru- 
elty of  Licinius,  it  remains  a  matter  of  furprife^ 

'4  Valeria  qtioqiie  per  variat  provinciaa  quindecim  roeniibut  plebeio 
<!qM  penragata.  LaAantius  deM.  P.  c«  51.  There  is  fome  doubt 
ivlwcher  we  (hoold  compute  the  fifteen  months  from  the  moment  of 
lier  extk,  or  from  that  of  her  efcape*  The  expreffion  of  j>*rmM£atit 
6ema  to  denote  the  lattery  but  in  that  cafe  we  muft  foppofe,  that  the 
treatiie  of  Laftantiua  wu  written  after  the  firft  civil  war  between 
Xicitttiit  and  Conflantine*    See  Cuper^  p.  a ^4. 

R  a  that 
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CHAP,   that  he  was  nor  contented  with  fome  more  fecret 

XIV  ' 

v.^-.v^  and  decent  method  of  revenge  *^ 
Qiiarrei  Tt^e  Roman  world  was  now  divided  between 

Conttan-  Conftantfne  and  Licinius,  the  former  of  whom 
nncand  ^as  mafteT  of  the  Weft,  and  the  latter  of  the 
A.D.  31*4.  Eaft.  It  might  perhaps  have  been  expelled  that 
the  conquerors,  fatigued  with  civil  war,  and  con- 
ceded by  a  private  as  well  as  public  alliance, 
would  have  renounced,  or  at  lead  would  have 
fufpended,  any  farther  defigns  of  ambition.  And 
yet  a  year  had  fcarcely  elapfed  after  the  death  of 
Maximin,  before  the  victorious  emperors  turned 
their  arms  againft  each  other.  The  genius,  the 
fuccefs,  and  the  afpiring  temper,  of  Conftantine, 
may  feem  to  mark  him  out  as  the  aggreifor }  but 
the  perfidious  charader  of  LiciniuS  juftifies  the 
xnoft  imfavourable  fufpicions,  and  by  the  faint 
light  which  hiftory  reflects  on  this  tranfaflion '% 
we  may  difcover  a  confpiracy  fomented  by  his 
arts  againft  the  authority  of  his  colleague.  Con- 
ftantme  had  lately  given  his  fifter  Anaftafia  in 
marriage  to  Bailianus,  a  man  of  a  coi^iiderable 
family  and  fortune,  and  had  elevated  his  new 
kinfman  to  the  rank  of  Cefar.  According  to 
the  fyftem  of  government  inftituted  by  Diocle- 
tian,   Italy,  and  perhaps  Africa,   were  defigned 

^s  Ita  illis  pudicitia  et  conditio  exitio  fuit.  Lailantiut  dc  M.  P. 
c.  51.  He  relates  the  misfortunes  of  the  innoceot  wife  and  daughter 
.  of  Diocletian  with  a  very  natural  mixture  of  pity  and  exultation* 

8^  The  curious  reader,  who  cunfulcs  the  Valcfian  Fragment,  p.  71  ft 
will  perhaps  aicufe  me  of  giving  a  bold  and  licentious  paraplindc$ 
bur  i(  he  confideis  it  with  attention,  he  will  acknowleuge  thatmjr  in* 
ter|>retation  is  probable  and  confilteot* 

for 
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for  his  departments  in  the  empire.    But-  the  per-   chap. 
formance  of  the  promifed  favour  \ifas  either  at*  -,,-,A^ 
tended  with  fo  much  delay,  or  accompanied  with 
fo  many  unequal  conditions,  that  the  ifidelity  of 
BafEanus  was  alienated  rather   than  fecured  by 
the  honourable  diftindlion  which  he  had  obtained. 
His  nomination  had  been  ratified  by  the  confent 
of  Lidnius,  and  that  artful  prince,  by  the  means 
of  his  emiflaries,  foon  contrived  to  enter  into  a 
fecret  and  dangerous    correfpondence   with   the 
new   Caefar,   to   irritate   his   difcontents,  ,and  to 
urge  him  to  the  rafli  entcrprife  of  extorting  by  ^ 
violence  what  he  might  in  vain  folicit  from  the 
juftice  of  Conftantine.     But  the  vigilant  emperor 
difcovered  the  confpiracy  before  it  was  ripe  for 
execution;   and,  after  folemnly   renouncing  the 
alliance  of  Baffianus,  defpoiled  him  of  the  pur- 
ple, and  inflidted  the  deferved  punifhment  on  his 
treafon  and  ingratitude.     The  haughty  refufal  of 
Licinius,  when  he  was  required  to  deliver  up  the 
criminals,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  his  domi- 
nions, confirmed  the  fufpicions  already  entertained 
of   his  perfidy;    and  the   indignities   oflFered   at 
^mona,  on  the  frontiers  of  Jtaly,  to  the  ftatues  of 
Conftantine,  became  the  fignal  of  difcord  between 
the  two  princes  *^. 

The  firft  battle  was  fought  near  Cibalis,  a  city  Firft  civil 
of  Pannonia,  fituated  on  the  river  Save,  about  "^^^^^ 

thev* 
^  The  fiiuation  of  Mtnom,  or  at  it  is  now  ctlled,  Laybach,  in 
Carniola  (crAnville  Geognphie  Ancienne,  toin.  i.  p.  iSj,)*  may 
foggeft  a  conjeAure.  An  it  lay  to  the  north*eaft  of  the  Julian  Alps, 
that  important  territory  beeame  a  natural  ob^eft  of  difpute  between 
the  forercigoa  of  Italy  and  of  Illyricuoi. 

R3  fifty 
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fifty  miles  above  SirmiuIn*^    From  the  incofl« 

fiderable  forces  which  in  this  important  conteft 

ciMhl     ^^^  ^"^^   powerful  monarchs  brought  into  the 

I  A-D-3I5*  field,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  one  was  fud- 

I  denly  provoked,  and  that  the  other  was  unex« 

j  pededly  furprifed.     The  emperor  of  the  Weft 

I  had  only  twenty  thoufand,  and  the  fovereign  of 

I  the  Eafl  no  more  than  five  and  thirty  thoufand, 

I  ipoi*    The  inferiority  of  number  was,  however, 

!  compenfated  by  the  advantage  of  the   ground. 

I  Conftantine  had  taken  poft  in  a  defile  about  half 

a  mile  in  breadth,  between  a  fteep  hill  and  a  deep 

i  morafs,  and  in  that  fituation  he  fleadily  expefied 

I  and  repulfed  the  firfl:  attack  of  the  enemy.    He 

I  purfued  his  fuccefs,  and  advanced  into  the  plain, 

I  But  the  veteran  legions  of  lUyricum  rallied  under 

I  the  ftandard  of  a  leader  who  had  been  trained  to 

arms  in  the  fchool   of  Probus   and  Diocletian. 

The  miifile  weapons  on  both  fides  were  foon  ex- 

haufted;    the  two  armies,    with    equal   valour, 

ru(hed  to  a  clofer   engagement   of  fwords  and 

fpears,  and  the  doubtful  conteft  had  ah-eady  lafted 

from  the  dawn  of  the  day  to  a  late  hour  of  the 

evening,  when  the  right  wing,  which  Conftantine 

led  in  perfon,    made  a  vigorous    and    decifive 

charge.    The  judicious  retreat  of  Licinius  faved 

>»  Cibalii  or  CibalsB  (whofe  name  is  ftill  pnTcmd  in  the  oliTcure 
niinsof  Swilei)  wai  fituated  about  fifty  miles  from  SiimiuWi  ^'^ 
capital  oflllyricum,  and  about  one  hundred  from  Taunmum,  * 
Belgrade,  and  the  cor  flux  of  the  Danube  and  the  Save.  The  Ro- 
man giirrifons  and  cities  on  thofc  rivers  are  finely  illuftrated  hj  M. 
d'Anville,  in  a  memoir  infcrted  in  T  Academic  dea  Infcriptions,  toq. 
xxviiu  \  .        . 

the 
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the  remainder  of  his  troops  from  a  total  defeat ;  ^  J^^  ^* 
but  when  he  computed  his  lofs,  which  amounted  ^i^i*^^*^ 
to  more  than  twenty  thoufand  men,  he  thought 
it  unfafe  to  pafs  the  night  in  the  prefence  of  an 
a&ive  and  vi^orious  enemy.  Abandoning  his 
camp  and  magazines,  he  marched  away  with  fe-^ 
crecy  and  diligence  at  the  hbad  of  the  greateft 
part  of  his  cavalry,  and  was  foon  removed  be- 
yond the  danger  of  a  purfuit.  His  diligence  pre* 
ferved  his  wife,  his  fon,  and  his  treafures,  which  ha 
had  depafited  at  Sirmium*  Licinius  pafled  through 
that  city,  and  breaking  down  the  bridge  on  did 
Save,  haftened  to  colled:  a  new  army  in  Dacia  an4 
Thrace.  In  his  flight  he  beftowed  the  precarious 
title  of  Casfar  on  Yalens,  his  general  of  the  lUyri^ 
frontier  •^ 

The  plain  of  Mardia  in  Thrace  was  the  theatre  Btttky 
of  a  fecond  battle  no  lefs  obftinate  and  bloody  *^'*^ 
than  the  former.  The  troops  on  both  fides  dit 
played  the  fame  valour  and  difcipline;  and  the 
yiftory  was  once  more  decided  by  the  fuperior 
abilities  of  Conftantine,  who  directed' a  body  of 
five  thoufand  men  to  gain  an  advantageous  height, 
from  whence,  durmg  the  heat  of  the  adion,  they 
attacked  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  made  a  veryr 
confiderable  flaughten  The  troops  of  Licinius, 
however,  prefenting  a  double  front,  ftill  main* 
gained  their  ground,  till  the  approach  of  night 
put  an  end  to  the  combat,  aad  fecured  their  re* 

••  Zofrmns  (1.  if.  p.  90, 91, )  gives  ti  very  panicu^ar  nccotint  of  this 
Ip^ttle;  but  thrdcrori|Atoirs  of Zofhnun  are  rhvtoiicti  rarhtr than  military. 
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CHAP,  treat  towards  the  mountains  of  Macedonia  "•. 
^^'^'  The  lofs  of  two  battles,  and  of  his  braveft  ve- 
terans, reduced  the  fierce  fpririt  of  Licinius  to 
fue  for  peace.  His  ambaflador  Miftrianus  was 
admitted  to  the  audience  of  Conftantine;  he  ex- 
patiated on  the  common  topics  of  moderation 
and  humanity,  which  are  fo  familiar  to  the  elo- 
quence of  the  vanquifccd ;  reprefented,  in  the 
moft  infmuating  language,  that  the  event  of  the 
war  was  ftill  doubtful,  whilft  its  inevitable  ca- 
lamities were  alike  pernicious  to  both  the  con- 
tending parties;  and  declared,  that  he  was  au- 
thorifed  to  propofc  a  lading  and  honourable 
peace  in  the  name  of  the  two  emperors  his  maf- 
ters.  Conftantine  received  the  mention  of  Va- 
lens  with  indignation  and  contempt.  "  It  was 
^*  not  for  fuch  a  purpofe,''  he  fternly  replied, 
**  that  we  have  advanced  from  the  (hores  of  the 
^^  weftem  ocean  in  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of 
*^  combats  and  viftories,  that,  after  rejeding  an 
^*  ungrateful  kinfman,  we  fhould  accept  for  our 
*f  colleague  a  contemptible  flave.  The  abdica- 
*f  tion  of  Valens  is  the  firft  anicle  of  the  treaty  *'.*' 

9*  Zoiimus,  I.  ii.  p.  91,  95.  Anonym.  Valefian.  p.  713.  The 
Epitomes  farnifh  fome  circamftances;  but  they  frequently  confound 
the  two  wart  between  Licipiut  and  Conftantine* 

91  Petriia  Patncius  in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  ay.  If  it  fliould  Iw 
thought  that  ya^tS^  (ignifies  more  properly  a  fon-inJaw*  we  might 
coDJcdure,  that  Conftantine^  alTumtng  the  namp  aa  well  as  the  duties 
of  a  father^had  adopted  his  younger  brothers  and  fiftert»  the  children 
of  Theodora.  But  in  the  beft  authors  yct^JS^  fometimes  fignifies  a 
hufband,  fometimes  a  faiher- in-law,  and  fomettmes  a  kinfman  in  ge- 
neral.   See  Spanheim  Obfenrat.  ad  Julian.  Orat.  i.  p.  ya. 
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It  -was  neceflary  to  accept  this  humiliating  con-  chap. 
dition,  and  the  unhappy  Valens,  after  a  reign  of  ^— ^>^^w 
a  few  days,  was  deprived  of  the  purple  and  of 
his  life.  As  foon  as  this  obftacle  was  removed, 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Roman  world  was  eafily 
reftored.  The  fucceilive  defeats  of  Licinius  had 
ruined  his  forces,  but  they  Had  difplayed  his 
courage  and  abilities.  His  iituation  was  almofl: 
defperate,  but  the  efforts  of  defpair  are  fome-  ^ 
times  formidable ;  and  the  good  fenfe  of  Con- 
fiantine  preferred  a  great  and  certain  advantage 
to  a  third  trial  of  the  chance  of  arms.  He  con-  Treaty  of 
fented  to  leave  his  rival,  or,  as  he  again  ftyled  Sooembcr* 
Licinius,  his  friend  and  brother,  in  the  poffellion 
of  Thrace,  Afia  Minor,  Syria,  and  Egypt ;  but 
the  provinces  of  Pannonia,  Dalmatia,  Dacia, 
Macedonia,  and  Greece,  were  yielded  to  the 
weftern  empire,  and  the  dominions  of  Conftan- 
tine  now  extended  from  the  confines  of  Caledo- 
nia to  the  extremity  of  Peloponnefus.  It  was 
ftipulated  by  the  fame  treaty,  that  three  royal 
youths,  the  fons  of  the  emperors,  fiiould  be  called 
to  the  hopes  of  the  fucceflion.  Crifpus  and  the 
young  Conftantine  were  foon  afterwards  declared 
Caefars  in  the  Weft,  while  the  younger  Licinius 
was  invefted  with  the  fame  dignity  in  the  £aft# 
In  this  double  proportion  of  honours,  the  conqueror 
afferted  the  fuperiority  of  his  arms  and  power  ^\ 

The 

9^  Zofimoty  h  ii.  p.  9S.  Anonym.  Valcfian.  p.  7>3*  Eutrapiust 
X*  5*  Aurelius  Vi^or,  Eufeb.  in  Chrou.  Spzomen,  1.  i.  c.  ».  Four 
of  thdk  writers  affirm  that  the  promotion  of  the  Ctefara  was  an  article 
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The  reconciliation  of  Confcantine  and  Licinius^ 
though  it  was  embittered  by  refentment  and  jea* 
loufy,  by  the  remembrance  of  recent  injuries^ 
and  by  the  apprehenfion  of  future  dangera^  main-* 
tained,  however,  above    eight   years,    the    tran- 
quillity of  the  Roman  world.    As  a  very  regular 
feries  of  the  Imperial  laws  commences  about  this 
period,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  tranfcribe  the 
civil  regulations  which  employed  the  kifure  of 
Conftantine.      But   the  mofl:    important  of    his 
inftitutions  are    intimately    conne&ed  with    the 
new  fyftem  of  policy    and   religion,   which   was 
not  perfe£lly  eflabliflied  till  the  la(l  and  peace* 
ful  years  of  his  reign.    There  are  many  of  hisi 
laws,  which,  as   far  as   they  concern  the  rights 
and  property  of  individuals,  and  the  prafkice  of 
the  bar,  are  more  properly  referred  to  the  private 
than  to  the  public  jurifprudence  of  the  empire ; 
and  he  publilhed  many  edidls  of  fo  local  and 
temporary  a  nature,  that  they  would  ill  deferve 
the  notice  of  a  general  hiftory.    Two  laws,  how- 
ever, may  be  felefted  from  the  crowd ;   the  otie 
for  its  importance,  the  other  for  its  fingularity ; 
tbcr  former  for  its  remarkable  benevolence,  the 
latter  for  its  exceffive  feverity.     i.  The  horrid 
pradice,  fo  familiar  to  the  ancients,  of  expofing 
or  murdering  their  new-born  infants,   was  be* 

of  the  treaty.  It  is  however  certain,  that  the  younger  Conftantine  und 
Licinius  were  not  yet  born }  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  promo* 
tion  was  made  the  ift  of  March,  A.  D*  317.  The  treaty  had  probably 
ilipulated  that  two  Caefars  might  be  created  by  the  weftcm,  and  obt 
only  by  the  eaftern  emperor  $  but  eacb  of  them  relervcd  to  himltlf  tb* 
cfaoiotof  the  peribiii. 
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f6me  every  day  more  frequent  in  the  provinces,   chap. 
and  efpecially  in  Italy*    It  was  the  eflPeft  of  .dif- 
treft;  and  the  diftrefs  was  principally  occalioned 
by  the  intolerable  burden  of  taxes,  and  by  the 
vexatious  as    well   as   cruel  profecutions  of  the 
officers   of   the    revenue  againft  their   infolvent 
debtors.       The   lefs  opulent  or  lefs  induftriou; 
part  of  mankind,  inftead  of  rejoicing  in  an  in- 
creafe  of  family,  deemed  it  an  a£t  of  paternal 
tendernefs  to  releafe  their  children  from  the  im- 
pending miferies  of  a  life  which  they  themfelves 
were  unable  to  fupport*     The  humanity  of  Con- 
(tantine,  moved,  perhaps,    by  fome  recent  and 
extraordinary  inftances  of  defpair,  engaged  him 
to  addrefs  an  edid  to  all  the  cities  of  Italy,  and 
afterwards  of  Africa,    direding   immediate    and 
fufficient  relief  to  be  given  to  thofe  parents  who 
fhould  produce  before  the  magiftrates   the  chil- 
dren whom  their  own  poverty  would  not  allow 
them  to  educate.     But  the  promife  was  too  li- 
beral, and  the  proviGon  too  vague,  to  effeft  any 
gciKral  or  permanent  benefit  '^     The  law,  though 
it  may  merit  fome  praife,  ferved   rather  to  dif- 
play  than  to  alleviate  the  public  diftrefs.     Ic  ftill 
r^smains    an    authentic  monument  to  contradict 
and  confound  thofe  venal  orators,  who  were  too 
well  fatisfied  with  their  own  fituation  to  difcover 
either  vice  or  mifery  under  the  government  of  a 
generous  fovereign^*    2.  The  laws  of  Conftan- 

tine 

9(  Codex  Hieodoiian.  hxu  tit«27.  torn.  rv.  p.  i8S.  with  Gede. 
fr©y*8  ebfervations.     See  likewife,  1.  ▼.  tit.  7 — g. 

94  Ofniii»  font  pkcita,  domk  profpeni)  annonae  Qbertate»  fruAiium 
^pia,  &€•    Panegyr«  Vet.  x.  38.    This  oration  of  Naaariua  wat 
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c  HjA  p.  tine  againft  rapes  were  didated  with  very  littlo 
indulgence  for  the  mofl;  amiable  weakneiTes  of 
human  nature;  iince  the  defcription  of  that 
crime  was  applied  not  only  to  the  brutal  violence 
which  compelled,  but  even  to  the  gentle  feduc* 
tion  which  might  perfuade,  an  unmarried  wo- 
man, under  the  age  of  twenty-five,  to  leave  the 
houfe  of  her  parents.  **  The  fuccefsful  raviflier 
^^  was  punifhed  with  death ;  and  as  if  fimple 
^^  death  was  inadequate  to  the  enormity  of  his 
**  guilt,  he  was  either  burnt  alive,  or  torn  in 
*'  p  aces  by  wild  beafts  iii  the  amphitheatre* 
**  The  virgin's  declaration  that  (he  had  been  car- 
^^  ried  away  with  her  own  confent,  inftead  of 
^'  faving  her  lover,  expofed  her  to  (hare  his  iate. 
**  The  duty  of  a  public  profecution  was  intruded 
•*  to  the  parents  of  the  guilty  or  unfortunate 
**  maid  ;  and  if  the  fentiments  of  Nature  pre- 
•*  vailed  on  them  to  diflfemble  the  injury,  and 
**  to  repair  by  a  fubfequent  marriage  the  honour 
**  of  their  family,  they  were  themfelves  punifhed 
*^  by  exile  and  confifcation.  The  flaves,  whc- 
*•  ther  male  or  female,  who  were  convifted  of 
•*  having  been  acceflfary  to  the  rape  or  feduftion, 
*•  were  burnt  alive,  or  put  to  death  by  the  in- 
**  genious  torture  of  pouring  down  their  throats 
♦*  a  quantity  of  melted  lead.  As  the  crime  was 
*^  of  a  public  kind,  the  accufation  was  permitted 
"  even  to  (Iraugers.  The  commencement  of 
^^  the  action  was  not  limited  to  any  term  of 
^*  years,  and  the  confequences  of  the  fentence 

pronounced  on  the  day  of  tlie  QjiinqiieniMlia  of  the  C^rart,  the  i  ft  of 
March,  A.  D.  311. 
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^  were  extended  to  the  innocent  offspring  of  c  h  a  p« 
••  fuch  an  irregular  union  •*.**  But  whenever  -^.-^Au- 
the  offence  infpires  lets  horror  than  the  punifli- 
menty  the  rigour  of  penal  law  is  obliged  to  give 
way  to  the  common  feelings  of  mankind.  The 
mc^  odious'  parts  of  this  edid  were  foftened  or 
repealed  in  the  fubfequent  reigns'^;  and  even 
Conftantkie  himfelf  very  frequently  alleviated^ 
by  partial  a£U  of  mercy,  the  ftern  temper  of  his 
general  inftitutions.  Such,  indeed,  was  the  fm- 
gular  humour  of  that  emperor,  who  (hewed  him* 
ielf  as  indulgent,  and  even,  remifs,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  laws,  as  he  wai  fevere,  and  even  cruel, 
in  the  enading  of  them.  It  is  fcarcely  poflible  to 
obferve  a  more  decifive  fymptom  of  weaknefs,  either 
in  the  character  of  the  prince,  or  in  the  conflitution 
of  the  government  ^\ 

The  civil  adminiftration  was  fometimes  inter-  The  Go- 
rupted  by  the  military  defence  of  the  empire.  ^^^^\^ 
Crifpus,  a  youth  of  the  mod  amiable  charader, 
who  had  received  with  the  title  of  Casfar  the 
command  of  the  Rhine,  diilinguiihed  his  con- 
dud,  as  well  as  valour,  in  feveral  vidories  over 
the  Franks  and  Alemanni ;  and  taught  the  bar- 

95  See  the  ediA  of  Conftantine,  addrefled  to  the  Roman  people,  in 
the  Theodofian  Code,  l.ix.  tit.  14.  torn.  iii.  p.  189. 

9^  His  Ton  very  fairly  afligns  the  true  reafop  of  the  repeal,  <*  Ne  Tub 
*<  fpccie  atrociorit  }udicii  aliqoa  in  ulcifcendo  crimine  dilatto  nafcere- 
•<  tur.**    Cod.  Theod.  torn.  iii.  p«  193. 

97  Eufcbius  (in  VitSl  Conftant.  1.  iii.  c.  i •)  cboofei  to  affirno,  that 
in  the  reign  of  this  hero,  the  fword  of  juftice  hung  idle  in  the  hands  of 
the  magiftrates.  Eufebiui  himfelf  (I.  iv.  €.19.54..)  and  the  Theo. 
dofian  Code  will  inform  us,  that  this  esceffive  lenity  was  not  owing  to 
the  want  either  of  atrocious  criiuinaU  or  of  penal  laws. 
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C  HA  p.  barians  of  that  firontier  to  dread  the  ekkft  fon  of 
Ckmftantine,  and  the  grandfon  of  Coaftantiiis^^ 
The  emperor  himfelf  had  afliiiDed  the  more  di& 
ficult  and  important  proyioce  of  the  Danube. 
The  Goths,  who  in  the  time  of  Claudius  and 
Aurelian  had  felt  the  weight  of  the  Roman  artM^ 
refpe£led  the  power  of  the  empire,  eren  in  tiM 
jotiidft  of  its  inteftine  divifions*  But  the  ftrength 
of  that  warlike  nation  was  now  reftored  by  a 
peace  of  near  fifty  years ;  a  new  generation  had 
arifen,  who  no  longer  remembered  the  misfor- 
tunes of  ancient  days :  the  Sannatians  of  the  lake 
MoDOtis  followed  the  Gothic  ftandard  either  as 
fobjeds  or  as  allies,  and  their  united  force  was 
poured  upon  the  countries  of  Illyricum.  Cam* 
pona,  Margus,  and  Bononia,  appear  to  have 
been  the  fcenes  of  feveral  memoraUe  fieges  and 
battles^';  and  though  Conftantine  encountered 
a  very  obftinate  refiftance,  he  prevailed  at  lengtk 
m  the  conteft,  and  the  Goths  were  compelled  to 
purchafe  an  ignominious  retreat,  by  reftoring  tbe 
booty  and  prifbners  which  they  had  taken.  Nor 
was  this  advantage  fuffident  to  latisfy  the  ind^ 
nation  of  the  emperor.  He  refolved  to  diafiiie 
as  well  as  to  repulfe  the  infolent  barbarians  who 

fS  Kaittias  loPaDcgyr.  Vet.r^  The nftoiy  of  Criijpas  oicrtbe 
Aleminii^  isexpccfinl  o«  Comt  ncdalu 

f9  See  Zofiaus,  K  ii.  ^  93»  94 »  dKwgh  the  Bamdve  of  that  hal^ 
taciia  h  neither  clear  nor  confiileat.  Tbe  Pan^yric  of  0|<itMa»a 
(c«  13O  mentnas  the  allaaoe  of  the  ?>armaitiaa»  vkh  the  Carpi  aai 
GeiB»  aadpoiata  oat  the  ievoal  fields  of  battk*  It  i(  ia^poie^  that 
the  SaiVMtiaa  gwKs»  cdebratcd  ia  the  sMstk  of  Movoahcvb  iJMmil 
thek  origia  £raiB  the  iiiocc£i  of  this  war. 
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had  dared   to  inyade  the   territories  of  Rome*  chap. 

XIV 

At  the  head  of  his  legions  he  pafied  the  Danube^  ^..^^w 
after  repairing  the  bridge  which  had  been  con* 
ftru£led  by  Trajan^  penetrated  into  the  ftrongeft 
receflfes  of  Dacia  """^  and  when  he  bad  infilled  a 
fevere  revenge,  condefcended  to  give  peace  to 
the  fnppliant  Goths,  on  condition  that,  as  often 
as  they  were  required,  they  (hould  fupply  his 
armies  with  a  body  of  forty  thoufand  foldiers  *^\ 
Exploits  like  thefe  were  no  doubt  honourable  to 
Conflandne,  and  beneficial  to  the  flate^  but  it 
may  furely  be  queftioned,  whether  they  can  jud 
tify  the  exaggerated  aflertion  of  Eufiebius,  thtl 
ALL  ScYTHiA,  as  far  as  the  extremity  of  the 
North,  divided  as  it  was  into  fo  many  names  and 
nations  of  the  moft  various  and  favage  manners, 
had  been  added  by  his  vidorious  arms  to  tho 
Roman  empire  '''\ 

In  this  exalted  ftate  of  glory  it  was  impoifible  ^«^"** 
that    Conftantine  fliould    any    longer  endure  a  between 
partner  in  the  empire.     Confiding  in  the  fupe*  ^^^^^J^ 
riority  of  his  genius  and  military  power,  he  d&»  Licinius. 
terminjed,  without  any  previous  injury,  to  exert     *   *^*** 

>••  In  th*  CftGitt  of  Julian  (p.  319.  Conmeiitaire  de  Spanheini» 
p.s5ft.)  Conftantine  boafts,  that  he  had  recovered  the  province 
(Dacia)  whkh  Trajan  had  fubdued.  hut  it  is  infinuated  by  Silenuf, 
thfd,  the  conqoelMi  q£  Conftnntine  were  like  the  gardens  of  Adonic, 
which  fade  and  wither  almoft  the  moment  they  appear. 

«««  Jornandes  de  Rebus  Geticis^  c.  ii*  I  know  not  whether  w« 
may  entirely  depend  on  hit  authority.  Such  an  alliance  has  a  very 
Kceot  air,  and  fcarcely  is  fuited  to  the  maxims  of  the  beginning  of  the 
foonh  century. 

■Oft  Eufebtus  in  Vit.  ConOwitin.  I.i.  c.8.  This  pafTage,  how- 
evtr,  ie  taken  from  a  general  declamation  on  the  greatnefs  of  Conftan- 
tiae^  and  not  from  any  particular  account  of  th«  Gothic  war. 
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them  for  the  deilruflion  of  Licmius,  whofc  ad^ 
vanced  age  and  unpopular  vices  Teemed  to  offer 
a  very  eafy  conqueft'***.  But  the  old  emperor, 
awakened  by  the  approaching  danger,  deceived 
the  expedations  of  his  friends  as  well  as  of  his 
enemies.  Calling  forth  that  fpirit  and  thofe  abi- 
lities by  which  he  had  deferved  the  friendfliip  of 
Galerius  and  the  Imperial  purple,  he  prepared 
himfelf  for  the  conteft,  colledted  the  forces  of 
the  Eaft,  and  foon  filled  the  plains  of  Hadri- 
anople  with  his  troops,  and  the  Screights  of  the 
Hellefpont  with  his  fleet.  The  army  confided 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  foot,  and 
fifteen  thoufand  horfe;  and  as  the  cavalry  was 
drawn,  for  the  moft  part,  from  Phrygia  and 
Cappadt>cia,  we  may  conceive  a  more  favourable 
opinion  of  the  beauty  of  the  horfes,  than  of  the 
courage  and  dexterity  of  their  riders.  The  fleet 
was  compofed  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  gallies 
of  three  ranks  of  oars.  An  hundred  and  thirty 
of  thefe  were  furniflied  by  Egypt,  and  the  adja- 
cent coaft  of  Africa.  An  hundred  and  ten  failed 
from  the  ports  of  Phcenicia  and  the  ifle  of  Cy- 
prus; and  the  maritime  countries  of  Bithynia, 
Ionia,  and  Carta,  were  likewife  obliged  to  pro- 
vide an  hundred  and  ten  gallies.  The  troops  of 
Conftaatine  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Thef- 
falonica;   they  amounted  to  above  an  hundred 

101  Conft^nttnut  taroen*  vir  ingens,  et  omnia  efficere  nitens  qus 
animo  praeparaflet,  fiinul  principatum  totius  orbit  affeteot^  Licinio 
bellum  iotulit.  Eutropius*  x.  5.  Zoiimtt$»  I.  ii.  p.  89.  The  rea- 
ions  which  they  have  afligned  for  ibc  firll  civil  war,  nayi  with  mort 
propria tji  be  applied  to  the  fecoud, 
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and  twenty  thoufand  horfe  and  foot  "**♦.  Their  ^  ^^^  p* 
emperor  wa$  latisfied  with  their  martial  appear- 
ance,  and  his  army  contained  more  foldiers, 
though  fewer  men,  than  that  of  his  eaftern  com- 
petiton  The  legions  of  Conftantine  were  levied 
in  the  warlike  provinces  of  Europe;  adion  had 
confirmed  thdr  difcipline,  viftory  had  elevated 
their  hopes,  and  there  were  among  them  a  great 
number  of  veterans,  who,  after  feventeen  glorious 
campaigns  under  the  dune  leader,  prepared  them* 
felves  to  deferve  an  honourable  difmiilion  by  a 
laft  efibrt  of  their  valour  *^\  But  the  naval  pre- 
parations of  Conftantine  were  in  every  refped 
much  inferior  to  thofe  of  Licinius.  The  mari- 
time cities  of  Greece  fent  their  refpeftive  quotas 
of  men  and  ihips  to  the  celebrated  harbour  of 
Piraeus,  and  their  united  forces  confifted  of  no 
more  than  two  hundred  fmall  veffels:  a  very 
feeble  armament,  if  it  is  compared  with  thofe 
formidable  fleets  which  were  equipped  and  main- 
tained by  the  republic  of  Athens  during  the  Pe- 
loponnefian  war'*^.     Since  Italy  was  no  longer 


■^4-  ZoGmuSf  1.  ii.  p.  94.9  95* 

>o5  Conftantine  wat  very  atUDtive  to  the  privileges  and  comfortt  of 
his  fellow-veterans  (Conveteiani},  as  he  now  began  to  (lyle  them. 
See  the  Theodofian  Coile,  1.  v'lu  tic.  «o.  torn.  ii.  p.  419. 4^9* 

>^  WhiJft  the  Athenians  maintained  the  empire  of  the  iea,  their 
fleet  confifted  of  lb««e»  and  afterwards  of  four,  hondred  gaUies  of 
three  ranks  of  oars^  all  completely  equipped  and  ready  for  immediate 
fenrice.  The  arfenal  in  the  port  of  Piraeus  had  coft  the  republic  a  thou- 
fand talents;  about  two  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  pounds.  See 
Tbucydide»  de  Bel.  Pelopon.  l.ii.  c.ij.  and  Meurfiua  de  Fort  una 
Attica,  c.  19. 
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the  feat  of  gqvernment,  the  naval  eftablifhment^ 
of  Mifenum  and  Ravenna  had  been  gradually 
cegleAed ;  and  as  the  ihippiag  and  mariners  of 
the  empire  were  fupported  by  commerce  rather 
than  by  war,  it  was  natural  that  they  ifhould  the 
inoR,  abound  in  the  induftrious  prgvmces  of  Egypt 
and  Afia.  It  is  only  furprifing  that  the  caftern 
emperor,  who  pofTeffed  fo  great  a  fuperiority  at 
&a,  fliould  have  negle^ed  the  opportunity  of  car- 
rying an  offenfive  tvar  into  the  centre  of  his  rival's 
dominions. 
Battle  of  biftead  of  embracing  (nth  an  aftive  refolution^ 
ip*!"^"'  which  might  have  changed  the  whole  face  of  the 
A.D.  3^j,  war,  the  prudent  Licinius  expbfted  the  approach 
^  ^  ^*  of  his  rival  in  a  camp  near  Hadrianople,  which 
he  had  fortified  with  an  ah^ibus  care  that  be- 
trayed his  apprehenfion  of  the  event.  Conftan- 
tSne  direCbed  his  march  from  Theflalonica  to- 
wards that  part  of  Thrace,  till  he  found  himfelf 
flopped  by  the  broad  and  rapid  ftream  of  the 
Hcbru^,  and  difcovered  the  numerous  sErmy  of 
Licinius,  which  filled  the  fteep  afcent  of  the  hill, 
from  the  river  to  the  city  of  Hadrianople.  Many 
days  were  fp^at  in  doubtful  and  diftant  Ikir- 
mifhes ;  but  at  length  the  obftacles  of  the  paflage 
and  of  the  attack  were  removed  by  the  intrepid 
€ondu&  of  Con(lantine»  In  this  p^ace  we  might 
relate  a  wonderful  exploit  of  Conflanrine,  which^ 
though  it  can  fcarcely  be  paralleled  either  ii> 
poetry  or  romance,  is  celebrated,  not  by  st  venal' 
orator  devoted  to  his  fortune,  but  by  an  hifto- 
rlan,  the  partial   enemy  of  his   fame.     We   are 

alTuped 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Of  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE*  45^ 

iafibred  that  the  valiant  emperor  threw  himfelf  ^  **  ^  ^• 
into  the   river    Hebru8,    accompanied    only    by 
fwelve  horfemen^  and  that  by  the  effort  or  terror 
of  hts  invincible  arm,  he  broke,  ilaughtered,  and 
put  to  flight  a  hod  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  men»     The  credulity  of  Zoiimus  prevailed 
fo  ftrongly  over   hi$  paflion,    that    among  the 
events  of  the  memorable  battle  of  Hadrianople^ 
he  feems  to  have  feleded  and  embelliihed,  not 
the  mod  important,    but  the   mod    marvellotis. 
The  valour  and  danger  of  Conftantine  are  attefted 
by  a  flight  wound  which  he  received  in  the  thigh^ 
but  It  may  be  difcovered  even  from  an  imperfe& 
narration,  and  perhaps  a  corrupted  text,  that  the 
vidory  was  obtained  no  lefs  by  the  conduct  of 
the  general  than  by  the  courage  of  the  hero$ 
that  a  body  of  five  thoufand   archers  marched 
round  to  occupy  a  thick  wood  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  whofe  attention  was  diverted  by  the  con- 
ftrudion   of  a  bridge,    and  that  Licinius,    per- 
plexed by  fo  many  artful  evolutions,  was  reluc<k 
tantly  drawn  from  bis  advantageous  pod  to  com- 
bat on  equal  ground  in  the  plain.     The  conted 
was   no  longer  equal.      His   confufed   multitude 
of  new  levies  was  eafily  vanquiihed  by  the  ex- 
perienced   veterans    of   the  Wed.      Thirty-four 
thoufand  men  are  reported  to  have  been  flain# 
The  fortified    camp   of  Licinius    was  taken   by 
aflault  the  evening  df  the  battle  ;   the  greater  part 
of  the  fugitives,  who  had  retired  to  the  moun- 
tains,   furrendered   themfelves   the  next   day  to 
the  difcretion  of  the  conqueror  j   and  his  rival, 
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who  could  no  longer  keep  the  field,  confined  hinx- 
felf  within  the  walls  of  Byzantium  ^^. 
Siege  of  The  fiege  of  Byzantium,   which  was  immedi- 

^um"and  ^*^'y  Undertaken  by  Gonftantine,  xfr^  attended 
naval  vie-  with  great  labour  and  uncertainty.  In  the  late 
Cnf^ut.  civil  wars,  the  fortifications  of  that  place,  fo 
juftly  confidered  as  the  key  of  Europe  and  Afia, 
had  been  repaired  and  ftrengthened ;  and  as  long 
z&  Licinius  remained  matter  of  the  fea,  the  gar-* 
xifon  was  much  lefs  expofed  to  the  danger  of  fa- 
mine than  the  army  of  the  befiegers.  The  naval 
commanders  of  Conftantine  were  fummoned  to 
his  camp,  and  received  his  pofitive  orders  to 
force  the  paffiige  of  the  Hellefpont,  as  the  fleet 
of  Licinius,  inftead  of  feeking  and  deftroying 
their  feeble  enemy,  continued  inaftive  in  tbofe 
narrow  ftreights  where  its  fuperiority  of  numbers 
was  of  little  ufe  or  advantage.  Crifpus,  the  em- 
peror's eldeit  fon,  was  intruded  with  the  execu- 
tion of  this  daring  enterprife,  which  he  per-^ 
formed  with  fo  much  courage  and  fuccefs,  that 
he  deferved  the  efteem,  and  moft  probably  ex- 
cited the  jealoufy,  of  his  father.  The  engage- 
ment lalted  two  days,  and  in  the  evening  of  the 
firft,  the  contending  fleets,  after'  a  confiderable 
and  mutual  lofs,  retired  into  their  refpedive  har- 
bours of   Europe  and  Afia.      The  fecond  day 

*^7  ZoHinuSy  I.  ii.  p.  95}  96.  This  great  battle  is  defcribed  in  the 
Valefian  fragment  (p.  714. )>  >n  a  deal-  though  concife  manner. 
*'  Licinius  voro  circum  Hadrianopolin  in^ximo  exercitu  latera  ardui 
tnontis  impleverat ;  illiic  toto  agmine  CoiUhntinus  irflrxit.  Cum 
bcUum  terra  narique  traheretur/quamvii  per  arduum  fuis  nitentibm, 
attaroen  difcipiina  militari  et  felicitate,  ConAantinusLicinii  coBfufum 
et  ^oi:  Of  dine  agentein  viwit  excrcitumi  Icviter  femora  fauciatus.** 
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^tbout  noon  a  ftrong  fouth  wind  ***'  fprang  up,  c  h  a  p. 
i¥hich  carried  the  veffels  of  Crifpus  againft  the 
enemy,  and  as  the  cafual  advantage  was  improved 
by  his  fkilful  intrepidity,  he  foon  obtained  a 
complete  viftory.  An  hundred  and  thirty  veffels 
were  deftroyed,  five  thoufand  men  were  flain, 
and  Amandus,  the  admiral  of  the  Afiatic  fleet, 
efcaped  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  to  the  fliores  of 
dhalcedon.  As  foon  as  the  Hellefpont  was  open, 
a  plentiful  convoy  of  provifions  flowed  into  the 
camp  of  Conftantine,  who  had  already  advanced 
the  operations  of  the  fiege.  He  conftrufted  ar- 
tificial mounds  of  earth  of  an  equal  height  with 
the  ramparts  of  Byzantium.  The  lofty  towers 
which  were  erefted  on  that  foundation,  galled 
the  befieged  with  large  fl:ones  and  darts  fi-om  the 
military  engines,  and  the  battering  rams  had 
fliaken  the  walls  in  feveral  places.  If  Licinius 
perfifted  much  longer  in  the  defence,  he  expofed 
himfelf  to  be  involved  in  the  ruin,  of  the  place. 
Before  he  was  furrounded  he  prudently  removed 
his  perfon  and  treafures  to  Chalcedon  in  Afiaj 
and  as  he  was  always  defirous  of  affociating  com- 
panions to  the  hopes  and  dangers  of  his  fortune, 
he  now  beftowed  the  title  of  Csefar  on  Martini- 
anus,  who  exercifed  one  of  the  moft  important 
offices  of  the  empire  '% 

108  Zofinr.us,  1,  ii.  p.  97,  98.  The  current  always  fcts  out  of  the 
Hellefpont ;  and  when  it  is  aflided  by  a  north  wind,  no  ve flel  can  at- 
tempt the  paflage.  A  fouth  wind  renders  the  force  of  the  cnrrent 
almoil  imperceptible.     See  Tourncfort's  Voyage  au  Levant,  Let.  xi. 

>o9  Aurelius  Viftor.  Zofimus,  Kii.  p.  98.  According  to  the 
latter,  Marti nianus  was  Magifter  Officiorum  (he  ufes  the  Latin  appeU 
Jatioa  in  Greek)*  Some  medals  fecm  to  intimate^  that  during  hi» 
ihort  KJga  be  received  the  title  of  Auguftus. 

^  S  3  Such 
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Such  were  ftill  the  refources,  and  fuch  the 
abilities,  of  Licinius,  that,  after  fo  many  faccef« 
Battle  of  fjyg  defeats,  he  collefted  in  Bithynia  a  new  army 
li$.  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  men,  while  the  afllvity 

of  Conftantine  was  employed  in  the  fiege  of  By- 
zantium.  The  vigilant  emperor  did  not  how- 
ever negle£);  the  lad  flruggles  of  his  antagonift. 
A  confiderable  part  of  his  viflorious  army  was 
tranfported  over  the  Bofphorus  in  fmall  veiTels, 
and  the  decifive  engagement  was  fought  foon 
after  their  landing  on  the  heights  of  Chryfopolis, 
or,  as  it  is  now  called,  of  Scutari.  The  troops 
of  Licinius,  though  they  were  lately  raifed,  ill 
armed,  and  worfe  difciplined,  made  head  againft 
their  conquerors  with  fruitlefs  but  defperate  va- 
lour, till  a  total  defeat,  and  the  flaughter  of  five 
and  twenty  thoufand  men,  .irretrievably  deter- 
'submiffion  mined  the  fate  of  their  leader  "^  He  retired  to 
of Ifcit*^  Nicomedia,  rather  with  the  view  of  gaining  fome 
niuf.  time  for  negociation,  than  with  the  hope  of  any 
eflfeftual  defence.  Conftantia,  his  wife  and  the 
fifter  of  Conftantine,  interceded  with  her  brother 
in  favour  of  her  hufband,  and  obtained  from  bis 
policy  rather  than  from  his  companion,  a  folemn 
promife,  confirmed  by  an  oath,  that  after  the 
facrifice  of  Martinianus,  and  the  refignation  of 
the  purple,  Licinius  himfelf  fhould  be  permitted 
to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  peace  and 
.  affluence.  Tbfe  behaviour  of  Conftantia,  and 
her  relation  to  the  contending  parties,  naturally 

»'«  EufebintOn  Vita  Conftantin.  I.ii.  c.  \6,  17.)  afcnbet  this  de- 
cifive viftory  to  the  pious  prayers  of  the  emperor.  The  Vnlefian  frag- 
ment (p.  714..)  mentions  a  body  of  Gothic  auxillariety  under  their 
chief  Aliquaca,  who  adhered  to  the  pany  of  Licinius, 
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Tcc^s  the  remembrance  of  that  virtuous  matron  ^^y*** 
^bo  was  the  fifter  of  Augudus,  and  the  wife  of 
Antony.      But  the  temper  of  mankind  was  al- 
tered, and   it  was  no  longer  efteemed  infamous 
for  a  Roman  to  furvive  his  honour  and  inde- 
pendence.     Licinius    folicited   and  accepted  the 
pardon  of  his  oflFences,  laid  himfelf  and  his  purple 
at  the  feet  of  his  lord  and  majier^    was  railed 
|rom   the  ground   with   infulting  pity,    was  ad- 
mitted the  ftoie  day  to  the    Imperial  banquet, 
and  foon  afterwards   was  fent  away  to  Theflalo- 
nica,  which  had  been  chofen  for  the  place  of  his 
confinement'".     His  confinement  was  foon  ter- 
minated by*  death,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  a 
tumult  of  the  foldiers,  or  a  decree  of  the  fenate, 
was  fuggefted  as  a  motive    for    his    execution* 
According  to  the  rules  of  tyranny,  he  was  accufed 
of  forming  a  confpiracy,  and  of  holding  a  trea^ 
fonable  correfpondence  with  the  barbarians ;  but 
as  he  was   never  convi£ted,   either  by  his  own 
condud  or  by  any  legal  evidence,  we  may  per- 
haps be  allowed,  from  his  weaknefs,  to  prefame 
his  innocence***.     The  memory  of  Licinius  was 
branded  with  infamy,    his   ftatues   were   thrown 
down,  and,  by  a  hafty  edid,  of  fuch  mifchievous 

«"«  Zofimus,  Kii,  p.  xox.  Viftor  Junior  in  Epitome.  Anonym, 
Valefian*  p.  714. 

»«*  Contra  religionem  facra^enti Tbeffilonicx  piivatusoccifus  eft, 
Eutropius,  X.  6.  and  his  evidenT:e  is  confitmcJ  by  Jerome  (in  Chru. 
nic.)  as  Will  a!i  by  Zofimus^  I,  ii.  p.  ioi«  The  ValefiJin  wrirer  is  the 
only  one  who  mentions  thr  Ibldiers,  and  it  is  Zonaras  alone  who  calls 
in  the  afliiiai'.ce  of  the  i'enate,  Eufebius  prudently  Hides  over  this  de- 
Jk^^te  tranfaRion.  But  Sozomen,  a  century  afterwards,  ventures  to 
^tfcit  the  treaibnablc  practices  of  Licintus» 
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CHAP,  tendency  that  it  was  almoft  immediately  cor- 
v^i—^.'-w  reded,  all  his  laws,  and  all  the  judicial  proceed* 
S'^th  "Im-  ^"S^  ^f  ^^*  I'eign,  were  at  once  aboliihed  "*.  By 
pire.  this  victory   of  Conftantine,    the  Roman  world 

A*  ^•3*4-  ^j^g  again  united  under  the  authority  of  one  em- 
peror, thirty-feven  years  after  Diocletian  had  di- 
vided his  power  and  provinces  with  his  aflbciate 
Maximian. 

The  fucceiBve  (leps  of  the  elevation  of  Con- 
flantine,  from  his  firft  afluming  the  purple  at 
York,  to  the  refignation  of  Licinius  at  Nicome- 
dia,  have  been  related  with  fome  minutenefs  and 
precifion,  not  only  as  the  events  are  in  them- 
felves  both  interefting  and  important,  but  ftill 
more  as  they  contributed  to  the  decline  of  the 
empire  by  the  expence  of  blood  and  treafure, 
and  by  the  perpetual  increafe,  as  well  of  the 
taxes,  as  of  the  military  edablifliment.  The 
foundation  of  Conftantinople,  and  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  were  the  imme^ 
diate  and  memorable  confequences  of  this  revo* 
lution. 


»n  See  the  Theodofian  Code,  I.xr.  tit.  15.  tom.r.  p.  404,  405. 
Thefe  t6\€i&  of  ConOantine  betiay  a  degree  of  paflion  and  precipitancy 
very  unbecoming  of  the  chara^cr  of  a  lawgiver. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

The  Progrefs  of  the  Chrijiian  Religion  j  and  the  Sen^ 
timentsj  Manners,  Numbers^  and  Condition,  of  the 
primitive  Chrijiians. 

A    CANDID  but   rational  inquiry  into    the  pro-   c  h  a  r. 
-^    grels     and     eftablifhment    of    Chriftianity,  v-5^ 
may  be  confidered  as  a  very  eflential  part  of  the  imp«<- 
hiftory  of  the  Roman  empire.     While  that  great  ?hclfi. 
body  was  invaded    by  open  violence,   or  under-  ^'■'^* 
mined  by  flow  decay,  a  pure  and  humble  religion 
gently  infmuated   itfelf  into  the  minds   of  men^ 
grew  up  in   filence  and  obfcurity,  derived   new 
vigour  from  oppofition,  and  finally  ereded   the 
triumphant  banner  of  the  crofs  on  the  ruins  of 
the  Capitol.      Nor  was  the  influence  of  Chrifti- 
anity confined  to  the  period  or  to  the  lirnics  of 
the  Roman  empire.     After  a  revolution  of  thir- 
teen  or   fourteen  centuries,   that  religion  is  ftili 
profeflfed  by  the  nations  of  Europe,  the  mofl:  dif« 
tinguiflied    portion    of  human  kind  in  arts  and 
learning  as  well  as  in  arms.     By  the  induflry  and 
zeal  of  the  Europeans,  it  has  been  widely  difiufed 
to  the  moft  diftant  Ihores  of  Afia  and  Africa; 
and  by  the   means    of  their    colonies    has  been 
firmly  eftabliflied   from   Canada  to    Chili,   in  a 
world  unknown  to  the  ancients. 

►    But  this  inquiry,  however  ufeful  or  entertain-  itt  did!, 
ing,   is  attended    with    two    peculiar  difliculties.  ^^^^"^ 
The  fcanty  and  fufpicious  materials  of  ecclefiafti- 
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€  K  A  p.  cal  hiilory  feldom  enable  us  to  difpel  the  dark 
x,^^,,^  cloud  that  hangs  over  the  firft  age  of  the  church* 
The  great  law  of  impartiality  too  often  obliges 
tis  to  reveal  the  imperfections  of  the  uninfpired 
teachers  and  believers  of  the  gofpel;  and,  to  a 
carelefs  obferver,  their  faults  may  feem  to  caft  a 
fliade  on  the  faith  which  they  profeffed.  But  the 
fcandal  of  the  pious  Chriftian,  and  the  fallacious 
triumph  of  the  infidel,  (hould  ceafe  as  foon  as 
they  recoUeft  not  only  by  whom^  but  likewife  U 
^bonij  the  Divine  Revelation  was  given.  The 
theologian  may  indulge  the  pleafing  taflc  of  de- 
fcribing  Religion  as  flie  defcended  from  Heaven,* 
arrayed  in  her  native  purity.  A  more  melaa* 
choly  duty  is  impofed  on  the  hiftorian.  He  muft 
difcover  th^  inevitable  mixture  of  error  and  cor^ 
xuption,  which  ihe  contrafted  in  a  long  refi- 
dence  upon  earth,  among  a  weak  and  degenerate 
race  of  beings* 
Fmcattfeft  Our  curiofity  is  naturally  prompted  to  inquire 
^^^        by  what  means    the  Chriftian "  faith  obtained  fo 

growth  of        -*  - 

chriftiani-  remarkable  a  vidory  over  the  eftabliflied  religions 
^*  of  the  earth.      To  this  inquiry,  an  obvious  but 

iatisfaftory  anfwer  may  be  returned;  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  convincing  evidence  of  the  doftrine 
itfelf,  and  to  the  ruling  providence  of  its  great 
Author.  But  as  truth  and  reafon  feldom  find  fo 
favourable  a  reception  in  the  world,  and  as  the 
wifdoni  of  Providente  frequently  condefcends  to 
ufe  the  paiTions  of  the  human  heart,  and  the 
general  circumftances  of  mankind,  as  inftruments 
to  execute  its  purpofe  j  we  may  itill  be  permitted 
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though  \?ith   becOYning   fubmiflion,  to    aik,  not 
indeed  what  were  the  firft,  but  what  were  the  fe« 
condary  caufes  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Chriftiati 
church  ?     It  will,    perhaps,    appear,   that  it  was 
moft  effedually  favoured  and  ailifted  by  the  five 
following  caufes:    I.  The  inflexible,  and,  if  we 
may  ufe  the  expreffion,  the  intolerant  zeal  of  the 
Chrillians,  derived,  it  is  true,  from  the  Jewtfli 
religion,  but  purified  from  the  narrow  and  un« 
focial  fpirit,  which,   inftead  of  inviting,  had  de- 
terred the  Gentiles  from  embracing  the  law  of 
Mofes.     11.  The  doftrine  of  a  future    life,    im- 
proved by  every   additional   circumftance   which  . 
could  give  weight  and  efficacy  to  that  important 
truth.     III.  The    miraculous  powers   afcribed  to 
the  primitive  church.     IV.  The  pure  and  auftere 
morals  of  the    Chriftians^      V.    The  union  and 
difcipline  of  the  Chriftian  republic,    which  gra- 
dually formed  an  independent  and  increafing  (late 
in  the  heart  of  the  Roman  empire. 

I.  We  have    already   defer ibed    the    religious  thb 
harmony  of  the  ancient  world,  and  the  facility  ^^^^J^\ 
with  which   the  moft   different  and  even  hoftile  Zcaiofthc 
nations    embraced,    or  at  leaft    refpefted,    each  ^*'^** 
other's  fuperftitions.     A  fingle  people  refufed  to 
join    in    the    common  intercourfe    of .  mankind. 
The  Jews,  who,   under  the  Aflyrian  and  Perfian 
monarchies,   had    languiflied  for  many  ages    the 
moft  defpifed  portion   of  their  Haves',  emerged 

from 

»  Dum  Aflyrio*  penes,  Medofquc,  ct  Perfat  Oricns  fuit,  de  fpe^lif- 
£aa  part  fervientiuin.    Tacit,  Hift.  ▼,  %»    Herodotus^  who  vifited 
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CHAP. 
XV. 


from  obfcurlty  under  the  focceflbrs  of  Alexander ; 
and  as  they  multiplied  to  a  furprifing  degree  in 
the  Eaft,  and  afterwards  in  the  Weft,  they  foon 
excited  the  curiofity  and  wonder  of  other  nations  *. 
The  fallen  obftinacy  with  which  they  maintained 
their  peculiar  rites  and  unfocial  manners,  feemed 
to  mark  them  out  a  diftinft  fpecies  of  men,  who 
boldly  profefled,  or  who  fiuntly  difgtiifed,  their 
implacable  hatred  to  the  reft  of  human-kind  \ 
Neither  the  violence  of  Antiochus,  nor  the  arts 
of  Herod,  nor  the  example  of  the  circumjacent 
nations,  could  ever  perfuade  the  Jews  to  aflbciate 
with  the  inftitutions  of  Mofes  the  elegant  mytho- 
logy of  the  Greeks  \  According  to  the  maxims 
of  univerfal  toleration,  the  Romans  protected  a 
fnperfticion  which  they  defpifed'.  The  polite 
Auguftus  condefcended  to  give  orders,  that  (acri- 

Atia  whilft  it  obeyed  the  laft  of  thofe  empires,  (lightly  mentions  tlie 
Syrians  of  Paleftine,  who^  according  to  their  own  coofeflion,  had  re- 
ceived from  ^Sypt  the  rit^  of  circumcifion.     See  i.  ii.  c.  »04. 

^  Diodorus  Sictitus,  1.  xl.  Dion  Cafiius,  U  xxxvii.  p.  tii.  Tactt« 
Sift.  V.  1—9.    Juftin^zxxvi.  s»  3. 

2  Tradidit  arcano  cjuaecunque  volumine  Mofes, 
Non  monftrare  vias  eadem  nifi  facra  colenti, 
Qusefitos  ad  fontes  foios  deducrre  verpaa. 
The  letter  of  this  law  It  not  to  be  found  in  the  prefent  volume  of 
Mofcs.  But  the  wife,  the  humane  Maimonides  openly  teaches,  that  if 
an  idolater  fatl  into  the  water,  a  Jew  ought  not  to  fave  him  from  in* 
ftant  death.     See  Bafnage,  Hiftoire  des  Juifs,  I.  vi.  c.  sS. 

4  A  Jewifh  fcA,  which  indulged  themfeives  in  a  fort  of  occafianal 
conformity,  derived  from  Herod,  by  whofe  example  and  authority 
they  had  been  feduced,  the  name  o(F  (^erodtans.  But  their  numbers 
were  (b  inconfiderable,  and  their  duration  fo  fhort,  that  Jofephos  has 
not  thought  them  worthy  of  his  notice.  See  Prideaux*s  Connexion, 
vol.  ii.  p.  SS5. 

i  Cicero  pro  Flacco>  c.  s8. 
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Sees  ihould  be  offered  for  his  profperity  in  the  ^  "  ^  *'• 
temple  of  Jerufalem^;  while  the  meaneft  of  the  <.-■ .,.^» 
pofterity  of  Abraham,  who  ihould  have  paid  the 
lame  homage  to  the  Jupiter  of  the  Capitol, 
would  have  been  an  objeft  of  abhorrence  to  him- 
felf  and  to  his  brethren.  But  the  moderation  of 
the  conquerors  was  infufficient  ta  appeafe  the 
jealous  prejudices  of  their  fubjefts,  who  were 
alarmed  and  fcandalized  at  the  enfigns  of  pagan- 
ifm,  which  neceflarily  introduced  themfelves  into 
a  Roman  province  ^  The  mad  attempt  of  Ca^* 
ligula  to  place  his  own  ilatue  in  the  temple  of 
Jerufalera,  was  defeated  by  the  unanimous  refo- 
lution  of  a  people  who  dreaded  death  much  lefs 
than  fuch  an  idolatrous  profanation*.  Their 
attachment  to  the  law  of  Mofes  was  cfqual  to 
their  deteftation  of  foreign  religions.  The  cur*" 
rent  of  zeal  and  devotion,  as  it  was  contracted 
into  a  narrow  channel,  ran  with  the  (Irength,  and 
fometimes  with  the  fury,  of  a  torrent. 

This  inflexible  perfeverance,    which   appeared  itsgradoai 
fo  odious  or  fo  ridiculous  to  the  ancient  world,  'ncrcafe. 
aiTumes  a  more  awful  cbarafter,  fince  Providence 
has  deigned  to  reveal  to  us  the  myilerious  hiflory 

^  Philo  de  Legatione.  Augu(lu«  left  a  foundation  for  a  perpetual 
lacrifice.  Yet  he  approved  of  the  negle^  which  his  grandfon  Calus 
exprcfled  towards  the  temple  of  Jerufalem.  See  Sueton*  in  Augaft. 
c.  93.  and  Cafaiibon^s  note*  on  that  paflage. 

7  See,  in  particular,  Jofeiili.  Antiquitat.  xvii.  6.  xviii.  3.  and  de 
Bel.  Judaic,  i.  33.  and  ii^  9,     Edit.  Havercamp.  ^ 

*  Juili  a  Caio  Caefare,  effigiem  ejus  in  templo  locare  arma  potius  « 
fampfcre.  Tacit.  Hift.  v.  9.  Philo  apd  Jofephas  gave  a  very  cir- 
comftantial,  but  a  very  rhetorical,  account  of  this  tranlaflion,  which 
exceedingly  perplexed  the  governor  of  Syria.  At  the  firft  mention  of 
this  idolatrous  propofil,  King  Agrippa  fainted  away ;  and  d4d  n«t 
recover  his  fcnfcs  iiW  the  third  day, 
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of  the  chofen  people*  But  the  devout  and  evdl 
fcxupulous  attachment  to  the  Mofaic  religion,  fo 
confpicuous  among  the  Jews  who  lived  undef 
the  fecond  temple,  becomes  ftill  more  furprifing, 
if  it  is  compared  with  the  ftubborn  incredulity 
of  their  forefethers.  When  the  law  was  given 
in  thunder  from  Mount  Sinai ;  when  the  tides  of 
the  ocean,  and  the  courfe  of  the  planets  were 
fofpended  for  the  convenience  of  the  Ifraelites; 
and  when  temporal  rewards  and  punifhments 
were  the  immediate  confequences  of  their  piety 
Of  difobedience,  they  perpetually  relapfed  into 
rebellion  againft  the  vifible  majefty  of  their  Di- 
vine King,  placed  the  idols  of  the  nations  in  the 
ianftuary  of  Jehovah,  and  imitated  every  fan* 
caftic  ceremony  that  was  praftifed  in  the  tents  of 
the  Arabs,  or  in  the  cities  of  Phoenicia*.  As 
the  proteftion  of  Heaven  was  dcfervedly  with* 
drawn  from  the  ungrateful  race,  their  faith  ac* 
quired  a  proportionable  degree  of  vigour  and 
purity.  The  contemporaries  of  Mofes  and  Joihua 
had  beheld  with  carelefs  indifference  the  mod 
amazing  miracles.  Under  the  preflure  of  every 
calamity,  the  belief  of  thofe  miracles  has  pre* 
ferved  the  Jews  of  a  later  period  from  the  uni* 
verfal  contagion  of  idolatry  j  and  in  contradiftion 
to  every  known  principle  of  the  human  mind, 
that  Angular  people  feems  to  have  yielded  a 
ftronger  and  more  ready  alfent  to  the  traditions 

9  For  the  enumeration  of  the  Syrian  and  Arabian  deities,  it  maybe 
obferved,  that  Milton  has  comprifcd  in  one  hundied  and  thirty  very 
beautiful  lincf,  the  two  large  and  learned  fyntaijmRSi  which  Sclded 
had  conipuied  on  that  abilruie  i'ubje^t. 
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Jbf  their  remote  anceftors,  than  to  the  evidence  of  ^  "  ^  ^* 
their  own  fenfes  ".  v^^.Z.^ 

The  Jewilh    reh'gion  was    admirably  fitted  for  THeirreJi- 
defence,  but  it  was  never  defigncd  for  conqueft  ;  g'o»'  ^^"^r 
and  ft  feems  probable   that  the  number  of  pro^   titVcncc 
felytes  was  never  much  fuperior  to  ihat  of  apof*  ^''?''  ^'^ 
tates.     The  divme  promifes  were  originally  made^ 
and   the  diftinguifhing    rite    of   circuinciiion  was 
enjoined  to  a  fingle  family.     When  the  poftcrity 
of  Abraham  had  multiplied  like  the  f^nds  of  the 
fca,  th«  Deity,  from  whofe  mouth  they  received 
a  fyftem  of  laws  and  ceremonies,   declared  him- 
felf  the  proper  aAd  as  it  were  the  national  God 
of  Ifrael ;    and  with   the  moft  jealous  care  fepa- 
rated  his  favourite  people  from  the  reft  of  man- 
kind.    The  conqueft  of  the  land  of  Canaan  was 
accompanied  with   fo  many  wonderful  and  with 
fo  many   bloody  circumftances,    that    the    viAo- 
rious   Jews  were  left  in  a  flate  of  irreconcilable 
hoftility   with    all  -their  m^ighbours.      They  had 
been  commanded  to  extirpate  fome  of  the  mod 
idolatrous  tribes,    and  the  execution  of  the  Di* 
tine  will  had  feldom  been  retarded  by  the  weak- 
nefs  of  humanity.     With  the  other  nations  they 
Were  forbidden  to   contraft  any  marriages  or  al- 
Kancesy   and    the    prohibition  of  receiving  them 
faito  the  congregation,  which  in  fome  cafes  wa» 
perpetual,   almolt  always  extended  to  the  thirdy 

to  f«  Howlon^wil)  this  people  provoke  me?  and  how  long  wiU  it 
••  be  ere  they  Relieve  me,  for  all  the/^«j  which  I  have  fl.ewn  among 
**  ihem  ?*•  (Numbers,  xiv.  ii.)  It  would  be  eafy,  hut  it  would  be 
unbecoming,  to  jviftify  the  compUint  of  the  Deity  from  the  whole  tc- 
B3>  of  th€  Mofuic  hiliwy, 
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^  ^  A  p.   jQ  the  feventh,  or  even  to  the  tenth  generation* 
The  obligation  of  preaching  to  the  Gentiles  the 
faith  of  MofeSy   had   never    been    inculcated   as 
a  precept  of  the  law,  nor  were  the  Jews  inclined 
to  impofe  it  on  themfelves  as  a  voluntary  duty* 
In  the  admiffion  of  new  citizens,  that  unibcial 
people  was  aduated  by  the  felfUh  vanity  of  the 
Greeks,  rather  than   by  the  generous  policy  of 
Rome.    The  defendants  of  Abraham  were  flat« 
tered  by  the  opinion,   that  they  alone  were  the 
heirs  of  the  covenant,  and  they  were  apprehen- 
five   of  diminifhing   the  value  of  their  inherit- 
ance, by  (haring  it  too  eafily  with  the  ftrangers 
of  the  earth.     A  larger  acquaintance  with  man- 
kind, extended  their  knowledge  without  corred- 
ing  their  prejudices;  and  whenever  the  God  of 
Ifrael  acquired  any  new  votaries,  he  was  much 
more  indebted  to  the  inconilant  humour  of  po« 
lytheifm  than  to  the  a£tive  zeal  of  his  own  mif- 
fionaries".     The  religion  of  Mofes  feems  to  be 
inftituted  for  a  particular  country  as  well  as  for  a 
fingle  nation ;  and  if  a  ftrid  obedience  had  been 
paid  to  the  order,  that  every  male,  three  times  in 
the  year,  fhould  prefent  himfelf  before  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  that  the 
Jews  could  ever  have  fpread  themfelves  beyond  the 
narrow  limits  of   the  promifed    land".       That 
obftacle  was  indeed  removed  by  the  deftru^Hon 
of  the  temple  of  Jerufalemj  but  the  mod  con- 

««  All  that  relates  to  the  Jcwifli  profclytts  has  been  very  ibly 
treated  by  Harnage,  Hilt,  des  Juifs,  1.  vi.  c.  6,  7. 

'*  See  Kxod.  xxiv.  23.  Deut.  xvi.  i6.  the  commenutors,  and  a 
very  renhblc  note  in  the  CJniverfal  Hilloiy|Vo).  I.  p«  603.  ^dit.  fot. 
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fidoable  part  of  the  JewiOi  religion  was  involved  ^  ^v  ^' 
in  itadeftrttCtion^  and  the  Pagans,  who  had  long  '^^>^^^. 
wondered  at  the  ftrange  report  of  an  empty 
fiuiAuary  '%  were  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  what  could 
be  the  objed,  or  what  could  be  the  inftrument8» 
of  a  worihip  which  was  deftitute  of  temples  and 
of  altars,  of  priefts  and  of  facrifices.  Yet  even 
In  their  fallen  ftate,  the  Jews,  ftill  averting  their 
lofty  and  exclufive  ^  privileges,  fhunned,  inftead 
of  courting,  the  fociety  of  ftrangers.  They  ftill 
infifted  with  infle^ble  rigour  on  thofe  pirts  of 
the  law  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  pra^le» 
Their  peculiar  diftinftidns  of  days,  of  meats,  and 
a  variety  of  trivial  though  burdenfome  obferv* 
ances,  were  fo  many  objeds  of  difguft  and  aver* 
fion  for  the  other  nations,  to  whofe  habits  and  / 
prejudices  they  were  diametrically  oppofite.  The 
painful  and  even  dangerous  rite  of  cifcumcifion 
was  alone  capable  of  repelling  a  willing  proielytt 
from  the  door  of  the  fynagogue  **. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  Chriftianity  offered  Mareitbeis 
itfelf  to  the  world,  armed  with  the  ftrength  of  clSii 
the  Mo&ic  law,  and  delivered  from  the  weight  ^^ 
of  its  fistters.     An  exdufive  zeal  for  the  truth  of 
religicm^  and  the  unity  of  God,  was  as  carefully 

■I  When  Pompeyt  afing  or  abuHng  the  rigbt  of  conqueft,  entered 
mio  the  Holy  of  Holiei,  ^it  was  obfervcd  with  amasement,  ««  NulU  ^ 

^  intus  De(l^mieftgie»  vacuam  fedem  et  inania arcana/*    Tacit.  Hift. 
?.  9.     It  was  a  popular  faying,  with  regard  to  the  Jews* 
Nil  pnetcr  nobeg  et  cceii  numen  adorant. 

U  A  CccoAd  kind  of  direumcifion  was  infliaed  on  a  Samaritai^  or 
Egyptian  profelyte.  The  fuUeo  indifference  of  the  Talmudifts,  with 
refpeft  io  the  converfioo  of  ftrangers,  may  be  fcen  in  Bafnage,  Hif. 
toire  des  Joift»  1»  vi*  c.  6. 
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inculcated  ia  the  new  as  in  the  ancient  fyfl:ein; 
and  whatever  lyas  now  revealed  to  mankind  con* 
cerning  the  nature  and  defigns  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  was  fitted  to  increafe  their  reverence  ibr 
that  myfterious  doQrine.      The  divine  authority 
ef  Mofes   and  the  prophets  was   admitted^    and 
e«ea  eftabliflied,  as  the  firmeft  bafis  of  Chridi- 
anity.  .  ■  From   the  beginning  of  the  world,    an 
uninterrupted  feries  of  predidions  had  announced 
and  prepared  the  long  expeded  coming  of  the 
Meffiab,    who,    in    compliance    with    the    gTO& 
apprehcniions  of  the  Jews,  had  been  more  fre- 
quently reprefented  under  the  charader  of  a  King 
and  Conqueror,   than  under  that  of  a  Prophet, 
a  Martyr,  and  the  Son  of  God.     By  his  expia* 
tory  facriHcc,  the  imperfeft  facrifices  of  the  tem- 
ple were   at  once  confummated   and.  aboliihed. 
The  ceremonial    law,    which   confided    only  of 
types  and  figures,  was  fucceeded  by  a  pure  and 
fpiritual  worfiiip,-  equally  adapted  to  all  climates, 
as  wdl  as  to  every  condition  of  mankind ;    and 
to  the  initiation  of  blood,  was  fabftituted  a  more 
harmlefs  initiation   of   water/      The  promife  of 
divine  favour,  in  (lead  of  being  partially  confined 
to  the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  was  univerfaliy  pro* 
pofed  to  the  freeman  and  the  flave,  to  the  Greet 
and  to  the  batbarian,  to  the  Jew  and  to  the  Gen-^ 
tile.     Every  privilege  that  could  raife  the  pro- 
felyte  from  earth  to  Heaven,  that  could  exalt  his 
devotion,   fecure   his   happinefs,    or  even  gratify 
that  lecret  pride,  which,   under  the  femblance  of 
devotion,  infmuates  itfelf  into  the  human  heart, 
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was  ftill  refer ved  ifor  the  members  of  the  Chriftian 
church;  but  at  the  fame  time  all  mankind  was 
permitted,  and  even  folicited,  to  accept  the  glo- 
rious diftin£tion,  which  was  not  only  proffered  as 
a  fkvour,  but  impofed  as  an  obligation.  It  be- 
came the  moft  facred  duty  of  a  new  convert  to 
difiufe  among  his  friends  and  relations  the  inefti- 
mable  blefling  which  he  had  received,  and  to 
warn  them  agaiiift  a  refufal  that  would  be  feverely 
punifiied  as  a  criminal  difobedience  to  the  will 
of  a  benevolent  but  all-powerful  deity. 

The  enfranchifement  of  the  church  from  the  Obdinacy 
bonds  of  the  fynagogue,  was  a  work  however  of  oflhTbc"* 
fome  time  and  of  fome  difSculty.  The  Jewiflx  ^''''*"s 
converts,  who  acknowledged  Jefus  in  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  Meffiah  foretold  by  nheir  ancient 
oracles,  refpefled  him  as  a  prophetic  teacher  of 
virtue  and  religion ;  but  they  obftinately  adhered 
to  the  ceremonies  of  their  anceftors,  and  were 
deflrous  of  impofing  them  on  the  Gentiles,  who 
continually  augmented  the  number  of  believers. 
Thcfe  Judaifing  Chriftians  fcem  to  have  argued 
with  fome  degree  of  plaufibility  from  the  divina 
origin  of  the  Mofaic  law,  and  from  the  immu- 
table perfedHons  of  its  great  Author.  They  af- 
firmedj  that  if  the  Being,  who  is  the  fame  through 
all  eternity,  had  defigned  to  abolifh  thofe  facred 
rites  which  had  ferved  to  diftinguifh  his  chofen 
people,  the  repeal  of  them  would  have  beeo  no 
lefs  clear  and  folemn  than  their  firft  promulga- 
tion :  thaf^  inftcad  of  thofe  frequent  declarations, 
which  either  fuppofe  or  afTcrt  the  perpetuity  oi 
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CHAP,  the  Mofaic  religion^  it  would  have  been  repre* 
fented  as  a  provifiooary  fcbeme  intended  to  bit 
only  till  the  coming  of  the  Meffiab^  who  (hould 
inftrud  mankind  in  a  more  perfefl  mode  of  faith 
and  of  worfliip  ** :  that  the  Meffiah  himfelf»  and 
his  difcipl^  who  converfed  with  him  on  earth, 
inflead  of  authorizing  by  their  example  the  mod 
minute  obfervances  of  the  Molaic  law'%  would 
have  publiihed  to  the  world  the  abolition  of 
thofe  ufelefs  and  obfolete  ceremonies,  without 
fuffering  Chriftianity  to  remain  during  fo  many 
years  obfcurely  confounded  among  the  fefts  of 
the  Jewifh  church.  Arguments  like  thefe  ap» 
piear  to  have  been  ulled  in  the  defence  of  the  ex« 
piring  caufe  of  the  Mofaic  law ;  but  the  induftry 
of  our  learned  divines  has  abundantly  explained 
the  ambiguous  language  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
and  the  ambiguous  condu£t  of  the  a^>oftolic 
teachers*  It  was  proper  gradually  to  unfold  the 
fyftem  of  the  Gofpel,  and  to  pronounce,  with  the 
utmoil  cautioa  and  tendernefs,  a  fentence  of  con^ 
demnation  fo  repugnant  to  the  inclination  and  pre« 
jodices  of  the  believing  Jews. 

y 

ts  TKefe  trguments  were  urged  with  great  iitgeanity  by  the  Jew 
Crobio,  and  refuted  with  equal  ingenuity  and  candour  by  the  Chriltian 
Limborch.  See  the  Arnica  Coliatio  (it  well  deferves' that  name),  or 
account  of  the  difpute  between  tbein. 

■^.Jefus-  •  -  circnnscifua  erat }  cibit  mebator  Judaicis;  veAiiu  ftmlli^ 
purgatot  fcabie  mittebat  ad  facerdotea  }  Pafchata  ct  alio«  dies  i'cltoa 
religiose  obfervabat  i  Si  quoa  fkna?h  fabatbo^  oftendit  non  tantum  ex 
legei  fed  et  exceptia  fententiit  ctlia  opera  fabatho  non  interdifla. 
Orotiui  de  iwritate  Religionii  Chriftiaiist.  1.  v,  c.  7.  A  little  after- 
wards (c,  I}.),  be  expatiates  un  the  condefctnfion  of  the  apoftles. 
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The  hiftory  of  the  church  of  Jerufalem  afiwds  chap. 
a  lively  proof  of  the  neceffity  of  thofe  precau-  ^-i^^^w 
tions,  and  of  the  deep  impreffion  which  the  Jewiflt  ^^^*" 
religion  had  made  on  the  minds  of  its  fee*  chunhof 
taries.  The  firft  fifteen  bifhops  of  Jenifalem  ^™^^•""• 
were  all  circumcifed  Jews  j  and  the  congregation 
over  which  they  prefided,  united  the  law  of  Mofes 
with  the  doftrine  of  Chrift*^  It  was  natural 
that  the  primitive  tradition  of  a  church  which 
was  founded  only  forty  years  after  the  death  of 
Chrift,  and  was  governed  almoft  as  many  years 
under  the  immediate  infpedion  of  his  apodle^ 
fhould  be  received  as  the  ftandard  of  orthodoxy  **. 
The  diftant  churches  v^ry  frequently  appealed 
to  the  authority  of  their  venerable  Parent,  and 
relieved  her  diflrefTes  by  a  liberal  contribution  of 
alms.  But  when  numerous  and  opulent  focietie^ 
were  eftablilhed  in  the  great  cities  of  the  empire, 
in  Antioqh,  Alexandria^  Ephefus,  Corinth,  an4 
Rome,  the  reverence  which  Jerufalem  had  in* 
ipired  to  all  the  Chriflian  colonies  infenfibly  di*- 
minKhed.  Jhe  Jewl(h  converts,  or,  as  tbcy 
were  afterwards  called,  the  Nazarenes,  who  had 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  (rhurch,  foon  found 
themfelves  overwhelmed  by  the  increafing  mul- 
titudes,   that   from   all   the  various  religipm  of 


'7  pjene  omnet  Chriftom  Deum  fub  legTt  ohfeiv«iionc  credebanu 
Sulpicitis  Sevenis,  ii.  )t*    See  Eufehius,  Hif^.  l^cleiiad.  1.  if.  c.  5. 

«'  Moflieim  -de  Rebut  ChriftianU  ante  Conftaniinum  MagDum« 
p.  155.  In  thi«  mafterly  perlorroance,  ufhich  I  iball  pfrcn  have  oc- 
cafion  to  quote,  he  entcri  much  more  fully  iqiW)  ihc.ftate  of  the  primu 
live  chucchi  than  be  has  an  Qpportiuiit^  of  J.wftg  in  hit  General 
Hiftory. 
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poljtheifm  intiftjed  under  the  banner  of  ChrUl: 
and  the  Gentiles,  who^  with  the  approbation  of 
^esr  peculiar  apoftle,  bad  rejected  the  intolerable 
weight  of  ^ofaic  ceremonies,   at  length  refufed 
to  t)ieir  more  fcrupulout^  brethren  the  fame  tole- 
ration which  at  fiift  they  h^d  b^mbly  folicited  for 
their  own  practice.      The  ruin  of  the  temple, 
of  the  city,  and  of  the  public  religion  of  the  Jews, 
was  feverely  felt  by  the  Nazarenes;   as  in  their 
planners,  though  not  in  their  faith,  they  main^ 
tained  fo  intimate  a  connexion  with  their  impious 
countrymen,    whofe  misfortunes  wefe  attributed 
by  the  Pagans  to  the  contempt,  and  more  juftly 
^fcribcd  by  the  Chriftians  to  the  wrath,  of  the 
Supreme  Deity.      The  ^azarenes    retired  from 
the  ruins  of  Jerufalem  to  the  little  town  of  Pella 
bey6nd  the  Jordan,    where  that  ancient  church 
langulflied  above  fixty  years  ii;  iblitude  and  ob- 
fcurity**.      They   ftill    enjoyed    the    comfort  of 
making  frequent   and  devout  vifits   to   the  Hdy 
City^  and  ihe  hope  of  J)eing  one  ^ay  reftored  to 
thofe  feats  which  both  nature  and  rpligion  taught 
them  to  Ipve  as  well  as  to  revere.     But  at  length, 
under  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  the  defperate  fanar 
ticifm  of  the  Jews,  filled  up  the  mcafure  of  their 
calamities ;  and  the  Romans,  exafperated  by  their 
repeated   rebeUions,  exercifed  the  rights   of  vic- 
tory with  unufual  rigour,  'The  emperor  found- 

»9  Eufcbius,  1.  ili.  c.  5,  Le  CIcrc,  Hift.  Ecclcfiaft.  p.  605.  Du. 
ring  li.is  occaGonal  abfence,  the  bi/hop  am)  church  oi  PeiU  ttill  re- 
tained  the  title  of  JcrufaJem.  In  the  fame  manoer,  ilie  Roman  pon- 
tiffs rtHcied  fefenty  years  at  Avignon  $  and  the  patri^rcht  of  Alex« 
andfia  hare  Jong  fincetranafciTeii  ibcir  cpikopal  feat  to  Cairo. 

ed. 
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cd,    und^r  the  nairie  of  ^Ua  Capitoiina,  a  riM  *»  ak. 
city  on  Mount  Sion*%    to  which  he  gave  thq  w^%-w 
privileges  of  a  colony ;    and  denouncing  the  ie^ 
verefl  penalties  againft  any  of  the  Jewiih  people  ^yho 
jhould  dare  to  approach  its  precinfts,  he  fixed  a  \ 

vigilant  garrifon  of  a  Roman  cohort  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  his  orders.  The  Nazareoes  had 
only  one  way  left  to  efcape  the  common  pro^ 
ibription,  and  the  force  of.  truth  was  on  thi« 
Qccaiion  affided  by  the  influence  of .  temporal 
advantages.  They  eleftod  Marcus  for*  their  hi- 
Ibop,  a  prelate  of  the  race  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
Qioft  probably  a  native  either  of  Italy  or  of  fome 
of  the  Latin  provinces.  At  his  perfuafion,  the 
mod  confiderabie  part  of  the  congregation  re^ 
nounced  the  Mofaic  law,  in  the  practice  of  which 
they  had  perfeyered  abov^e  a  century*  By  thtS' 
lacrifice  of  their  habjts  and  privileges^  they  pur- 
chafed  a  free  admifiion  info  the  colony  of  Ha*) 
drian,  and  more  firmly  cemented  their  i^iioa  with* 
the  Catholic  church  "•      , 

When  the  name  an4  honours  pf  the  church  of  TheEbio. 
Jerufalem  had  been  reftored  to  Mount  Sion,  the  **"*•• 
crimes  of  berefy  and  fchifm  were  imputed  to  the 
obfcure  remnant  of  the  flazarenes,  which  refufed'^ 

>o  Dion  C»Mu%  I.  ixix.    Th«  esile  of  the  Jewiib  nfltkm  Frmn .  Je^ 
niikkm  is  actcAed  by  Aritto  df.Pe|la  (apod  E\»^h.  I.  iv.-c.  €r ),  and' 
18  menttoncd  by  feveral  ecclefia(iical  writer*  j  tbough  fome  of  tbeiii; 
too  ba^dy  e»feiid  this  interdi^ioTi  to  tht  v^bole  country  of  Palcftimi 

»>  £4ifebtti0»  I.  ir.  c.  6.    Solptdus  Severtis,  d*  si.    By  comparing ' 
tbetr  ynfatitfaaory.accountf,  Mofhefm  (p.  3*71  &c.)  baa  drawn  oot 
a  very  diftin^t  reprefenudon  of  the  circttmllancet  and  motives  ot  this 
rrvoLutioo. 
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c  H  A  F.  t)0   acconpuiy  their   Latin   bifliop.      ^Hi^  ftiQ 


XV. 


preferred  thcar  former  habitation  of  Pella,  fpread 
themfelves  into  thb  ifiUages  adjacent  to  Damaf« 
CU8,  and  formed  ^n  inconfiderable  church  in  the; 
dty  of  Botrea,  or,  as  it  is  now'called,  of  A\ep^ 
po,  in  Syria**.  The  name  of  Nazar^snes  wa^ 
deemed  too  honourable  for  thofe  Chriftian  Jews, 
and  they  fpon  received  from  the  fuppofed  po* 
terty  of  thdr  underftanding»  2^  well  as  of  tbeit 
tonditiott,  the  contemptuous  epithet  of  £bio<r 
Bites  *•.  In  a  few  years  after  the  return  of  tho 
church  of  Jferufalem,  it  became  a  matter  of 
doubt  and  controverfy,  whether  a  man  who  iin^ 
cerely  acknowledged  Jefus  as  the  ]yle£^ah,  but 
who  ftill  contfaiued  to '  obfenre  the  law  of  Mofes» 
could  poffibly  hope  for  (alvation.  The  humane 
temper  of  Juftin  Martyr  ^^lined  iiim  to  anfwer 
tiiSB  q\ieftion  in  the  affirmative;  ai^d  though  he^ 
expTedfed  himfelf  with  the  moft  guarded  diffi-* 
dence^  he  ventured  to  determine  in  favour  of 
fuch  an  imperfed  Chriftian,  if  he  were  content 
io  pnt&Sk  the  Mofaic  ceremonies,  without  pre* 

M  Lt  Clerc  (Kft;  Ecdefiift.  p.  477,  535.)  Ambs  toliive  eolMed 
from  Eufebiusj  Jtvome^  Epipbaniot,  and  other  writm»  iU  tbe  pria- 
cfpal  circttinftftDcet  that  relate  to  the  Naitrence  or  Ebionitet.  The 
nature  of  their  opinioos  foon  divided  them  into  a  ftrifter  and  a  miMer 
left  I  aad  theic  it  fome  reaAm  to  conjeaure,  that  the  hmXif  of  Jefoi 
Chrift  imnained  membert^  at  kaft,  of  the  latter  and  moremodanta 

sf  Some  writere  have  bean  pleafed  to«i«ate  an  £bion»  the  imaginarf 
agthor  of  their  CtSt  and  name*  But  «re  can  more  fafeljr  reljr  on  the 
iiearned  E'ufebioe  than  en  the  vehement  TertuUian,  or  the  creduleus 
Epiphantaa.  According  t^  Le  Ckre,  the  Hebrew  word  SiJMim  may 
be  tranflatcd  into  Latin  by  that  of  P^tftra,  8ee  Hift.  Ecclefialh  p.  477. 

tending 
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tending  to  aflert  their  general  ufc  or  neceiHty.  chap, 
^at  when  Juftin  was  prefled  to  declare  the  fen- 
tiinent  of  the  church,  he  confefled  that  there 
were  very  many  among  the  orthodox  Chrtftians, 
who  not  only  excluded  their  Judaifipg  brethren 
from  the  hope  of  falvation,  but  who  declined  any 
mtercourfe  with  them  in  the  common  offices  oif 
fnendfliip,  hofpitality,  and  focial  life*^  The 
more  rigorous  opinion  prevailed,  as  it  was  na- 
tural to  expeft,  over  the  milder ;  and  an  eternal 
bar  of  feparation  was  fixed  between  the  difciples 
ef  Mofea  and  thofe  of  Chrift.  The  unfortunate 
Ebionites,  rejeded  from  one  religion  as  apoftates^ 
9nd  from  the  other  as  heretics,  found  themfeives 
i:onipeUed  fo  afTume  a  more  decided  charader; 
and  although  fome  traces  of  that  obfolete  fe£t 
nay  be  difcovered.as  late  as  the  founh  centur), 
tbcy  InfenGbly  melted  away  either  into  the  church 
pr  the  fynagogue'\ 

•4  See  the  very,  curious  PialogtM  of  Juftin  Martyr  with  the  Jew 
Tryphon.  The  conference  between  them  wM  held  at  Ephefus,  in  the 
irign  of  Alitooinua  Pius,  and  about  twenty  years  after  the  return  of 
the  church  at  Pella  to  Jerufalem.  For  (hit  date  confult  the  accurait 
note  of  Tillemonty  Meinoiret  EccIefiaHtquciy  torn.  ii.  p.  511. 

af  Of  ttU  the  fyftems  of  Chriftiamty,  thit  of  Abyflinia  ia  the  only 
one  #hUh  ftill  adheres  to  the  Mosaic  rites  (Oeddes's  Church  ^rftory 
of  JBthiopia,  and  Diflertations  de  la  Orand  fur  )a  Kelation  du  P. 
Lobe)*  The  eunuch  of  the  queen  Candace  might  fuggeft  fome  fufpi- 
cidncj  bat  as  we  are  afTured  (^'ocratcs^  i.  19.  bozomen,  ii.  14. 
Lsdolpbvftt  p.  «8i.}.that  the  Ethiopians  were  not  converted  till  the 
founh  century  \  it  is  more  reafonable  to  believe,  that  they  refpc^td 
the  Sabbtfthy  and  diftinguiflied  ihe  forbidden  meats,  in  imitation  cf  the 
Jews*  whuy  in  a  very  early  period,  were  feated  on  Koth  fitits  of  the 
Kcdl  Sis.  Cireunici^n  had  been  praAifed  by  the  mcft  ancient  Athi- 
^piaM»  ftoiB  motives  of  health  aad  cieanliuefs,  which  Teem  to  be  ex- 
plained in  t^  Rcchcrches  Phiiofophiquci  fur  lea  Americains,  torn.  \u 
jp.  117. 

''     '■  While 
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CHAP. 
XV. 

The  Gno- 


While  the  orthodox  church  preferved  a  juft 
medium  between  excefBve  veneration  and  im« 
proper  contetnpt  for  the  law  of '  Mofes,  the  vari- 
ous heretics  deviated  into  equal  but  oppofite 
extremes  of  error  and  extravagance.  From  the 
acknowledged  truth  of  the  Jewifli  religion^  the 
Ebionitcs  had  concluded  that  it  could  never  be 
abolifhed.  From  its  fuppofed  imperfe^ons  the 
Gnoftics  as  haflily  inferred  that  it  never  was  in- 
fiituted  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Deity.  There  are 
ibme  objedions  againfl:  the  authosity  of  Mofes 
and  the  prophets,  which  too  readily  prefent  them* 
lelves  to  the  fceptical  mind;  though  they,  can 
only  be  derived  from  our  ignorance  of  remote 
antiquity,  and  from  our  incapacity  to  form  an 
adequate  judgment  of  the  divine  oeooaomy. 
Thefe  objedions  were  eagerly  embraced  and  as 
petulantly  urged  by  the  vain  fcicnce  of  the  Gno« 
ftics**.  As  thofe  heretics  were,  for  the  moft 
part,  averfe  to  the  pleafures  of  fenfe,  they  mo- 
rofely  arraigned  the  polygamy  of  the  patriarchs, 
the  gallantries  of  David,  and  the  feraglio  of  So- 
lomon. The  conqueft  of  the  land  of  Canaan, 
and  the  extirpation  of  the  unfufpefting  natives, 
they  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  reconcile  with  the 
common  notions  of  humanity  and  juftice.  But 
when  they  recollefted  the  fonguinary  lift  of  mur- 
ders,  of  executions,  and  of  maflacres,  which  ilaia 
almoft   every    page   of  the  Jewifh   annals,   they 

<6  Keaufobrc,  Hiftoire  du  Manicheifmei  I.  i.  c.  3.  bu  ibtcd  tlieir 
ohjeaiotts,  panicularly  thole  of  Fauftuf ,  the  aJverfary  of  Aoguftin^  - 
with  the  uioit  learned  impartialiiy. 

acknow- 
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Qcknowledged    that   the   barbarians  of  Paleftine  ^  Z^^' 

))ad  exercifed  as  much  compaiGon  towards  chdr  \m0^.rm^ 

idolatrous  enemies,  as  they  bad  ever  thevfn  to 

their  friends  or  countrymen ''.    PafGng  from  the 

fcjAaries  of  the  law  to  the  law  itfelf,  they  aflerted 

that  it  was  impoffible  that  a  religion  which  con^ 

fi(Ud  only  pf  bloody  facrifices  and  trifling  cere^ 

pionies,  and  whofe  rewards   as  well   as   punifht. 

ments  were  all  of  a  carnal  and  temporal  nature, 

could  infpire  the  love  of  virtue,  or  reflrain  the 

impetxiofity  of  padion.      The  Mofaic  account  of 

the  creation  and  fall    of  man   was  treated  with 

profape  derifion  by  the  Gnoftics,  who  would  not 

liilen  with  patience  to  the   repofe  of  the  Deity 

after  fix  days  labour,  to  the  rib  of  Adam,  the 

garden  of  Eden,  the  trees  of  life  and  of  knowltdge, 

the  fpeaking  ferpent,  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  the 

cgndemnation    pronounced    againit  human    khid 

fpr  the  veniat  offence  of  their  firft  progenitors  **• 

The  God  of  Ifrael  was  impioufly  reprelenied  by 

the  Gnoftics,  as  a  Being  liable  to  paffion  and  to 

error,  capricious  in  his  favour,  implacable  in  his 

refelitment,   meanly  jealous   of   his    fuperditious 

worOup,  and  confining  his  partial  providence  to 

a  Tingle  people,,  and  to  this  tranfitory  life.     In 

fuch  a  character  they  could  difcover  none  of  the 

features  of  the  wife  and  omnipotent  father  of  the 

27  Apuc!  ipfos  fidet  obftinata»  mifcricordia  in  promptu:  adverfus 
ofnne»  alios  holiilt  odium.  Tacit.  Hill.  v.  4.  Surely  Facitus  hdd 
fctn  the  Jews  with  too  fiivourahle  an  eye.  1  he  pcrufal  of  Joiephus 
mu(t  have  deftroyed  the  antithtfi*. 

*''  Dr.  Burnet  (^ArchaDologia,  1.  ii.  c.  7.}  has  difcuiTcd  the  iirft 
diapt«rg  of  GcneGs  wiih  too  much  wit  and  freedom* 

univerfe. 
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univerie  *••  They  allowed  that  the  rehgion  of 
the  Jews  ^as  fomewfaat  lefs  criminal  than  the 
idolatry  of  the  pentiles ;  but  it  was  their  fun- 
damental d^drine,  that  the  Chrifl  whom  they 
adored  as  the  firft  and  brighteft  emanation  of  the 
Peity,  appeared  ypon  earth  to  refcue  mankind 
Irom  their  various  errors,  and  to  reyeal  a  news 
fyftem  of  truth  and  perfe^on.  The  mod  teamed 
of  the  fathers,  by  a  very  fingular  condefcen- 
fion,  have  imprudently  admitted  the  fophiftry  of 
the  Qnoftics.  Acknowledging  that  the  literal 
V  fenfe  is  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  fsuth  as 

well  as  reafon,  they  deem  tb^rofelves  fecure  and 
invulnerable  behind  the  ample  yeil  of  allegory^ 
whi(:h  the}'  carefully  fpread  over  every  tender  .par<^ 
pf  the  Mofaic  difp^ation '  > 
Their  It   has    been   remarked  with  mpre  ingenuity 

JrdVpTnd"  *^  UMih^  that  th^  virgin  purity  erf  the  church 
influence,  was  ucvcr  violated  by  fcbifm  or  herefy  before 
the  reign  of  Trajan  pr  Hadrian,  about  one  hun-* 
dred  years  after  the  death  of  Chrift  ".  We  may 
obferve  with  much  more  propriety,  that,  during 
that  period,  the  difcipl^s  of  the  Metfliah  were 
indulged  in  a  freer  latitude  both  of  faith  and 
pradice,  than  has  ever  been  allowed  in  fucceed- 

S9  The  tniMcr  Gnodics  eenfi(lti:c<l.  Jrbovih,the  Creator,  ae  a  Being 
of  a  mixed  nature  between  God  and  the  Daemon.  Othera coDfouiided[ 
him  with  the  evil  principle,  Confult  the  fecond  century  of  the  general 
hiftory  of  Muiheim,  which  gives  a  very  difftnA,  though  concilt,  ac- 
count of  their  ftrange  opinions  on  this  fuhje^, 

1°  See  Beaufobr^  Hif(»  du  Mantcheil'me,  I.  !•  c«  4*  Orlgcn  and 
St.  Au^uftin  were  among  the  AllegOiiftj. 

S>  Hegefippoe,  ap.  Etifeb.  1.  iii.  31.  iv»  ii.  Clemenft  Alexandria. 
Stromat  vii.  17. 
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Ing  ages.     As  the  terms  of  communion  were  ^  ^^  ^- 
uifenfibly  narrowed,  and  the  fpiritnal  authority  ^■i^^w 
of  the  prevailing  party  was   exercifed  with  in* 
creafing  feverity,  many  of  its   moft  refpeftable 
adherents,  who  were  called  upon  to  renounce, 
were  provoked  to  affert  their   private  opinions, 
to  purfue  the    confequences   of  their   miftaken 
principles,   and  openly  to  ere£t  the  ftandard  of 
rebellfen  againft  the  unity  of  the  church.    The 
Gnoftics  were  diftingnifhed'  as   the  moft  polite, 
the  moft  learned,  and  the  moft  wealthy  of  the 
Chriftian    name,    and    that   general    appellation 
which  exprefled  a  fuperiority  of  knowledge,  was 
eith^  aflumed  by  their  own  pride,  or  ironically 
beftowed  by  the  envy  of  their  adveriaries.    They 
were  almoft  without  exception  of  the  race  of  tl^ 
Gentiles,   and  their  principal  founders  feem  to 
have  been  natives  of  Syria  or  £gypt,  where  th** 
warmth  of  the  climate  difpofes  both  the  mind 
and  the  body  to  indolent  and  contemplative  de* 
votion.     The  Gnoftics  blended  with  the  futh  of 
Chrift  many  fublime  but  obfcure  tenets,   which 
they  derived  from  oriental  philofopby,  and  even 
from  the  religion  of  Zoroafter,   concerning  the 
eternity  of  matter,    the    exiftence   of  two  prin* 
ciples,  and   the  myfterious  hierarchy  of  the  ia- 
vifiUe  world**.     As  foon  as  they  launched  out 
into  that  vaft  abyfs,  they  delivered  them&lves  to, 

1^  In  the  account  of  the  Gnoftics  of  the  fecond  and  third  cemuripfi 
Mo&eim  ia  ingenious  and  candid  j  Le  Clerc  diill»  but  «ta^ :  Beau, 
fobre  almoft  tlways  an  apologlft  i  and  it  ia  much  to  be  itirtd,  that 
Uie  primitive  fatheri  arc  vary  frequently  calumniaiori*   . 

I  .  the 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


296  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

'  the  guidince  of  a  dtfordered  imagination ;  zhi 
as  the  paths  of  error  are  various  and  infinite,  the 
Gftoftics  were  imperceptibly  divided  info  more 
than  fifty  particular!  fefts",  of  whom  the  moft 
celebrated  appear  to  have  been  the  Balilidians^ 
the  Valentiniangy  the  Mardonites,  and,  in  a  ftii) 
later  period^  the  Manichasans.  Each  of  thefe 
fe^cs  could  boad  of  its  biCbopg  and  congrega- 
tions, of  its  doctors  and  martyrs  ^%  and,  inflead 
of  the  four  gofpels  adopted  by  the  church,  the 
heretics  produced  a  multitude  of  hiilories,  in 
which  the  aflions  ^nd  difcourfes  of  Cbrift  and  of 
bis  apoilles  were  adapted  to  their  refpe£iive  te- 
nets**. The  fuccefs  of  the  Gnoftics  was  rapid 
and  extenfive  '*.  They  covered  Afia  and  Egypt, 
cftabliflied  themfelves  in  Rome,    and  foniettmes 

ft  See  the  catalo^es  of  Irenseus  an<3  RpiuTi^tnius.  It  mufl  indcfd 
te  Allowedl,  lh«t  tiM>le  writers  were  iciclined  to  multiply  the  itumbtfr  of 
Itftf  which  oppofed  the  jvmVjr  of  the  church* 

'34  Eufebius,  1.  iv.  c.  15.  Sozomen,  I.  ii.  c.  31.  See  in  Baylr,  m 
the  nrlicle  of  Mareioft^  a  curious  detail  of  a  difpnte  on  that  fuhje^.  It 
Hiould  feem  that  tome  of  the  GnoAics  (ili«  Btrilidiant)  declined p  9nd 
eren  refufed  the  honour  of  martyrdom.  Their  reafona  were  fingular 
and  abilrpfe.     See  MoHieim,  p.  359. 

•  is  See  t  very  irmvicaMe  pa/Tig^  of  Origen  (Proem,  ad  Lticin.). 
That  indefatigable  writer*  who  had  confumed  hrs  life  in  the  (lady  of 
the  rcriptures*  reliea  for  their  authenticity  on  the  infpired  authority  of 
tlie  church.  It  waa  impoflible  that  the  GnoiHcs  could  receive  our 
ptcfenCgoTpela*  many  parfa  of  which  (particularly  in  the  rcfurre^'ori 
of  Cbri(i)  are  dirodly^  and  aa  it  might  feem  defjgnedlyp  |K>tntcd  againft 
their  favovritt  tenets.  It  is  therefore  fomewhat  Hnguiar  th  t  Ignatius 
(EpiK*  ad  Smym.  Patr.  A|>olfot.  torn.  ii.  p.  ^^,)  fhould  chufe  to  em- 
ploy a  vague  and  doubtful  tradition,  inliead  of  quoting  the  certain 
teftimony  of  the  evangeliftn. 

96  Faciunt  favot  et  vcfpaB  ;  faciunt  ecclefias  et  Marcionitae,  it  the 
Ih-ong  expreflion  of  Teriuliian,  which  I  am  oh!ig<'d  to  quote  from 
memory.  In  the  time  of  EpiphanJua  (adverf.  Hxrefes,  p.  30a.)  the 
Marcionites  were  Tery  numeroas  in  Itatyi  Syria,  ^SJPU  Arabia,  an^ 
Ferfia. 
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penetrated  into  the  provinces  of  the  Weft.  For  ^\y/' 
the  moft  part  they  arofe  in  the  fecond  century,  v,^y---^ 
flouriihed  during  the  third,  and  were,  fupprefibd 
in  the  fourth  or  fifth,  by  the  prevalence  of  mord 
fidhionable  controverfies,  and  by  the  fuperior 
afcendant  of  the  reigning  power.  Though  they 
conftantly  difturbed  the  peace,  and  frequently 
difgraced  the  name,  of  religion,  they  contributed 
to  affift  rather  than  to  retard  the  progrefs  of 
Chriftianity.  The  Gentile  converts,  whofe  ftrongeft 
objeftions  and  prejudices  were  directed  againft 
th^  law  of  Mofes,  could  find  admiflion  into 
many  Chriftian  fodeties,  which  required  not  from 
their  untutored  mind  any  belief  of  an  antecedent 
revelation.  Their  faith  was  infenfibly  fortified 
and  enlarged,  and  the  church  was  ultimately  bene- 
fited by  the  conquefls  of  its  moft  inveterate 
enemies '\  » 

But  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  fub^  The  d«- 
fift  between  the   Orthodox,    the  Ebionites,    and  filTcredtr 
the  Gnoftics,  concerning  the  divinity  or  the  oWi*  «hegodsof 
gation  of  the  Mofaic  law,  they  wer^  all  equally 
animated  by  the  fame  exclufive  ;^eal,  and  by  thtf 
lame  abhorrence  for  idolatry  which    had  diftm^ 
guifiied  the  Jews  from  the  other  nations  of  the 
ancient  world.     The  philofopher,  who  confidered 
the  fyftem    of    polytheifm    as    a    compofition  of 
human  fraud  and  error,   could  difguITe  a  fmile  of 
contempt   under  the  maflc  of  devotion,   without 
apprehending    that    either  the   mockery,   or  the 

17  Augufljn  is  ;i  mtmorablc  Inftanre  of  this  gniiual  progreis  froi^ 
nafbn  to  f.iith.  He  was,  during  ief  eral  years^  engdged  in  the  Mani- 
disean  k^,  , 
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c  HA  P.  compliance^  would  expofe  htm  to  the  refitttment 
of  any  kivifiblei  or^  as  be  conceived  them^  ima^ 
ginary  powers*  Bat  the  eftablibed  religions  of 
P^ganifm  were  feen  by  the  primittre  Cbriftians 
in  a  much  more  odious  and  formidabte  light* 
It  ibas  the  unlvef£d  fentiment  both  of  the  church 
and  o(  heretics,  that  the  dasoloDs  were  the  au« 
thors,  the  patrons,  and  the  objedsofidcdatiy''. 
Thole  rebellious  fpirits  who  had  beed  degnided 
from  the  rank  df  angels,  and  caft  down  into  thd 
mfernal  pit,  wece  ftill  permitted  to  roam  upon 
earth,  to  torment  the  bodies,  and  to  feduce  the 
minds,  of  finful  men*  The  dsraions  foon.  dif«* 
covered  and  abufed  the  natural  propenfity  of  the 
human  heart  towards  devotion,  and,  artAiUy 
withdrawing  the  adoration  of  mankind  from 
their  Creator,  rbey  ufurped  the  pfaice  and  honours 
of  the  Supreme  Deity.  By  the  fuccels  of  their 
malicious  contrivances,  they  at  once  gratified  thdr 
own  vanity  attd  revenge,  and  obtained  the  only 
comfort  of  which  they  were  yet  fufceptttile,  the 
hope  of  involving  the  human  fpecies  in  the  par* 
licipation  of  their  guilt  and  mifery.  It  was  0QII4 
fefled,  or  at  leaft  it  was  imagined,  that  they  had 
diftributed  among  themPelves  the  mod  import' 
ant  chara&ers  of  polyiheifm,  one  dsunoa  afluoi* 
ing  the  name  and  attributes  of  JufHtcr,  an* 
other  of  ^fculapius,  a  third  of  Venus,  and  a 
fourth  perhaps  of  Apollo'*;   and  that,    by  the 

)*  Tbe  unanimoai  fentiment  of  the  |irimitife  chufch  it  very  clearly 
explained  by  Juftin.  Martyr.  Apolog.  Ma|or,  by  Aibcoagoraa  Legat* 
c.  «i»  &c.  and  by  Laftantiotf  Inftttut.  Divtn.  ii.  14—19. 

39  TertuHian  (Apolog.  c.  t%.)  alleges  the  eonfelBon  of  the  De- 
mons themicWet  as  often  as  they  were  torneBted  by  the  Cbriiiaa  cs« 
oftifts* 
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advantage  of  thdr  long  experience  and  atrial  c  ha  p*  - 
nature,  they  were  enabled  to  execute,  with  fu&  wJv^; 
ficient  fkill  and  dignity,  the  parts  which  they 
had  undertaken.  They  lurked  in  the  temples, 
inflituted  feftivals  and  facrifices,  invented  fables, 
pronounced  oracles,  and  were  frequently  allowed 
to  perform  miracles.  The  Chriflians,  who,  by 
the  interpofition  of  evil  fpirits,  could  fo  readily 
exfJain  every  praetematural  applsarance,  were  dif-^ 
pofisd  and  even  defirous  to  admit  the  mod  extra* 
vagant  fiftions  of  the  Pagan  mythology.  But 
the  belief  of  the  Chriftian  was  accompanied  with 
horror.  The  mod  trifling  mark  of  refped  to  the 
national  worihip  he  confidered  as  a  diredl  homage 
yielded  to  the  dssmon,  and  as  an  aft  of  rebellion 
againft  the  majefty  of  God. 

In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  it  was  the  firft  Abhor- 
but  arduous  duty  of  a  Chriftian  to  preferve  him-,  ^e"  hrif. 
felf  pure  and  undefiled  by   the  praftice  of  ido-  [jjjj*^^^ 
latry.     The  religion  of  the  nations  was  not  merely 
a  fpeculative  doftrine  profeffed  in  the  fchools  or 
preached  in  the  temples.     The  innumerable  dei- 
ties  and  rites  of  polytheifm  were  clofely  inter- 
woven  with  every  circumftance  of    buftnefs  or. 
pleafure,  of   public   or   of  private    life;   and   it 
feemed  impoffible    to  efcape    the  obfervance  of 
them,    without,  at   the    fame    time,    renouncing 
the  commerce  of  mankind,  and  all   the  offices 
and  amufements  of  fociety*'.      The    important  Ceremo- 

nics. 

4»  TerttaUian  has  written  a  moft  fevcre  treatife  agatnft  idolatry,  to 
caution  his  brethren  againA  the  hourly  danger  of  incurring  that  guiltj^ 
Recogita  fylvam,  et  quanl«  latitant  /pin«.  Dc  Coroni  ftiilitis,  c.  lO* 

VoL.ll.  U  tranf- 
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CHAP.  tran&dJbns  o(  peace  and  war  were  prepared  or 
concIiuiLed  by  folemn  facrifices,  in  which  the 
magiftraie^  the  ficnator,  and  the  foldier,  were 
ob%ed  to  prefide  or  to  participate^'.  The 
puUic  Q^edaclcs  were  an  eilential  part  of  the 
cheerful  deration  of  the  Pagans,  and  the  gods 
were  fuppofed  to  accept,  as  the  moft  grateful 
oSkxingj  the  games  that  the  prince  and  people 
celebrated  in  honour  of  their  peculiar  feftivals  ^\ 
The  Chrifiiaay  who  with  pious  horror  avoided 
the  abomination  of  the  circus  or  the  theatre^ 
£otuul  himfelf  encompafled  with  infernal  fnares 
m  every  convivial  entertainment,  as  often  as  his 
friends,  ixnroking  the  hofpitable  deities,  poured 
out  libations  to  each  other'is  happinefs^.  When 
the  bride,  ftruggling  with  well-affeded  reluc- 
tance, was  forced  in  hymenaeal  pomp  over  the 
threifaold  of  her  new  habitation  %  or  when  the 

^  The  Roman  fen  ate  was  always  held  in  a  temple  or  confecrated 
place  (Aultts  Gelliusi  xiv.  7.).  Before  they  entered  on  bufinefs^ 
every  fenator  dmpt  fome  wine  and  frankincenfe  on  the  altar.  Sueton* 
in  Auguft.  e«  35* 

4a  See  TfrtuUian,  De  SpeflacuUs.  This  fevere  reformer  (hews  no 
snore  indulgence  to  a  tragedy  of  Euripides,  than  to  a  combat  of  gla- 
diators. The  drefs  of  the  afVors  particularly  ciFends  him.  By  the 
uA  of  the  lofty  buikio,  they  iropioufly  ftrive  to  add  a  cubit  to  their 
nature,  c.  ft3« 

4f  The  ancient  practice  of  concluding  the  entertainment  with 
libations,  may  be  found  in  every  daflic.  Socrates  and  Seneca*  in 
their  laft  momenta^  made  a  nohle  application  of  this  cuAom.  Pofi. 
quam  ftagnum  calidae  aquae  introiit,  refpergens  proximos  fervorun  , 
additsL  voce,  libaie  fe  iiquorem  ilium  Juvi  Liberatori.  Tacit. 
AnnaK  xv.  64, 

44  See  the  elegant  but  idolatrous  hymn  of  CatulloS,  on  the  naptials 
of  Maniius  and  Julian.  O  Hyi^en,  Hymcrsec  lo!  Qjiis  huic  Deo 
cdmpararier  tufit  f 
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fad  proceilion  of  the  dead  flowly  moved  towards   c  h  a  P« 
the  funeral  pile*';  the  Chriftian,  on  thefe  inte-  v^jtj' 
reding  occafions,    was  compelled  to   defert  the 
perfons  who  were  the  deareft  to  him,  rather  than 
contract  the  guilt  inherent  to  thofe  impious  ce- 
remonies.   Every  art  and  every  trade  that  was  Artn 
in  the  leaft  concerned  in  the  framing  or  adorning 
of  idols  was  polluted  by  the  ftain  of  idolatry  ^ } 
a  fevere  fentence,  iince  it  devoted  to  eternal  mi- 
fery   the  far  greater    part    of    the    community; 
which  is  employed  in  the  exercife  of  liberal  or 
mechanic  profeffions.     If  we  caft  our  eyes  over 
the  numerous  remains  olF  antiquity,  we  Iball  per- 
ceive, that  befides  the  immediate  reprefentations 
of  the  Gods,  and  the  holy  inftruments  of  their 
worfhip,  the  elegant  forms  and  agreeable  fidions 
confecrated  by  the  imagination  of  the  Greeks, 
were  introduced  as  the  richeffi  ornaments  of  the 
houfes,  the  drefs,  and  the  furniture,  of  the  Pa- 
gans *^     Even  the  arts  of  mufic  and  painting, 
of  eloquence  and  poetry,  flowed  from  the  fame 
impure   origin.       In   the    ftyle   of   the    fathers, 
Apollo  and  the  Mufes  were  the  organs  of  the 
infernal  fpirit.  Homer  and  Virgil  were  the  mofi: 

#J  The  ancient  funerals  (in  thofe  of  Mifenus  and  Pallas)  are  no  left 
accurately  defcribed  by  Viigil,  than  they  are  iiluftraied  by  his  com- 
mentator. Servius.  The  t>ite  itfelf  was  an  aliar,  the  flames  were  fed 
with  the  blood  of  viaims,  and  ail  the  afliftanis  were  fprinklcd  with 
luftral  water. 

46  Tertullian  de  Idololatrla,  c.  ii. 

47  See  every  part  of  Monfaucon's  Antiquities.  Even  the  reverfji^ 
of  the  Greek  and  Roman  coins  were  freqnenily  of  an  idolatrous  na- 
ture. Heit  indeed  the  fcruples  of  the  Chriftian  were  fufpcndcd  by  a 
^roQger  paflion. 

U  2  eminent 
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CHAP,   eminent  of  his  fervants,  and  the  beautiful  my* 
thology  which  pervades  and  animates  the  compo- 


fitions  of  their  genius,  is  deftined  to  celebrate  the 
jglory  of  the  daemons.  Even  the  common  language 
of  Greece  and  Rome  aboundted  with  iamiliar 
but  impious  expreffions,^  which  the  imprudent 
Chriftian  might  too  carelcfsly  utter,  ot  too  pa- 
tiently hear  *'. 
TcftivaU.  The  dangerous  temptations  which  on  every 
fide  lurked  in  ambufh  to  furprife  the  unguarded 
believer^  aifailed  liim  with  redoubled  violence  on 
the  days  of  folemn  feftivals.  So  artfully  were 
they  framed  and  difpofed  throughout  the  year, 
that  fuperftition.  always  wore  the  appearance  of 
pleafure,  arid  often  of  virtue*'.  Some  of  the 
xhoft  facred  feftivals  in  the  Roman  ritual  were 
deftined  to  falute  the  new  calends  of  January 
with  vows  of  public  and  private  felicity,  to  in- 
dulge the  pious  remembrance  of  the  dead  and 
living,  to  afcertain  the  inviolable  bounds  of  pro- 
perty, to  hail^  on  the  return  of  fpring,  the  ge- 
nial powers  of  fecundity,  to  perpetuate  the.  two 
memorable  aeras  of  R^ome,  the  foundation  of  the 
city,  and  that  of  tlie  republic,;  and  to  reftore, 
during  the  humat^e  licenfe  of  the  Saturnalia,  the 
primitive  equality  of  mankind.     Some  idea  may 

.  4^  Tcrtullian  dc  Idololatria,  c.  «o,  »i,  ai.  If  a  Pagan  frieiid  (on 
the  occafion  pcihaps  of  liieczing).  uled  the  fainijiar  eX|ire(fioii  of 
««  Jupiter  bltfs  you,"  the  Chiillian  was  obliged  to  prolcll  againft  the 
divinity  of  Jupiter, 

49  Confult  tlL6  moft  laboured  work  of  pvid,  his  imiicrfca  Fafii.  He 
^niftied  no  more  than  the  fii  ft  fix  moiuhs  of  the  year.  7  he  compiis- 
tion  of  Macrobius  is  calUd  the  Saturnalia,  but  it  wonjy  a  finall  part  of 
the  firft  book  that  beau  any  relation  to  the  titie. 

be 
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be  conceived  of  (he  abhorrence  of  the  ehriftiane  c  »  a  p. 
fdr  fuch  impious  ceremonies,  by  the  fcrupulous  '..-^A^- 
ddicacy  which  they  difplayed  on  ft  much   lefs 
alarming  occafion.     On  days  of  general  feftivity^ 
It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  ancients  to  adorn  then: 
doors  with  lamps  and  with  branches  of  laurel,  ' 

and  to  crown  their  heads  with  a  garland  of 
flowers.  This  innocent  and  elegant  praftice 
might  perhaps  have  been  tolerated  as  a  mere  civil 
inftitution.  But  it  moft  unluckily  happened  that 
the  doors  were  under  the  proteQion  of  the  houfe- 
hold  gods,  that  the  laurel  was  facred  to  the  lover 
of  Daphne,  and  that  garlands  of  flowers,  though 
frequently  worn  as  a  fymbol  either  of  joy  or 
mourning,  had  been  dedicated  In  their  firft  origin 
to  the  fervice  of  fupcrftition.  The  trembling 
Chriftians,  who  were  perfuaded  in  this  inftance 
to  comply  with  the  fefliion  of  their  country,  and 
the  commands  of  the  magiftrate,  laboured  under 
the  moft  gloomy  apprefaenfions,  from  the  re- 
proaches of  their  own  confcience,  the  cenfures 
c^  the  church,  and  the  denunciations  of  drvine 
yengeance  *^ 

Such  was  the  anxious  diligence  which  was  re-  zeai  for 
quired  to  guard  the  chaftity  of  the  gofpel  from  Chriaiaa. 
the  infeftious  breath  of  idolatry.      The  faperfti- 

fo  Tertullian  has  composed  t  defenoe,  or  rather  >panegyric»  of  the 
raih  a^ion  of  a  CHiiflian  loUiier,  who,  by  throwing  away  his  crown  of 
]aurel,  had  cxpofed  himfclf  and  his  brethren  to  the  moft  imminent 
danger.  By  the  mention  of  the  emperors  (Severus  and  Caracalla)  it  is  . 
evident,  not^^iihlfandingthe  wiAies  of  M.  de  Tillcinoni,  that  TertiiU 
]i^n  com^ioied  hi;>  treatile  De  Corona,  long  before  he  was  engaged  in 
the  errors  of  ihc  Muntanifts.     See  Mcmoires  EccIefuAiques^  tons,  iii* 
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iLOVft  obfervanoes  of  public  or  private  rites  V6re 
carelefsly  praftifed,  from  educatioa  and  habit, 
by  tbfs  followers  of  the  eftabliihed  religion.  But 
as  often  as  they  occurred,  they  afforded  the 
iChriftian*  an  opportunity  of  declaring  and  con« 
firn^lng  their  zealous  oppofition.  By  thefe  fre-* 
^ent  proteftatioos  their  attachment  to  the  faith 
inras  continually  fortified,  and  in  proportioa  to 
the  increale  of  zeal,  they  combated  with  the 
more  ardour  and  fuccefs  in  the  holy  war^  which 
they  had  undertaken  againd  the  empire  of  the 

The  sE-        II.  The  writingfi  of  Cicero  "  reprefent  in  the 

^^^^^       mod    lively  colours  the  ignorance,   the    errors, 

Thed<K.     and  the  uncertainty  of  this  ancient  philofophers 

limomiu  ^»^^   ^^^^^    ^  *«    immortality    of  the    fouL 

ty  of  the      When  they  are  delirous  of  arming  their  dilciples 

thepbUo^^  againil  the  fear  of  death,  they  inculcate,  as  an 

phcr«i        obvious  J  though  melancholy   pofition,    that   the 

fatal  flroke  of  our  diflblution  releafes  us  from  the, 

calamities  of  life;  and  that  thofe  can  no  longer 

fiuiFer  who  no  longer  exift.     Yet  there  were  a  few 

lagcs  of  Greece  and  Rome  who  had  conceived  a 

more    exalted,  and,    in  fome    refpeds,  ^  jufter 

idea  of  human  nature;  though  it  mud  be  con*. 

fefled,  that,  in  the  fublime  inquiry,  their  reafon 

had  been  often  guided  by  their  imagination,  and 

that  their  imagioation    had    been    prompted   by 

y«  In  particular,  the  firft  book  of  the  Tufcuhn  Queflions,  and  the 
treatifeDe  Seneflme,  and  the  Soirmium  Scipionis,  conuin,in  the  moft 
beautiful  language,  every  thing  that  Grecian  philofophy,  or  Roman 
good  fenfcy  could  poflibly  fu^cft  oa  tbit  dark  but  important 
objeft* 

their 
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thpir  vanity.    When  they  viewed  with  compla- 
cency the  extent  of  their  own  meiitai  powers, 
nvhen  they  exercifed  the  various  faculties  of  m^« 
mory,  of  fancy,  and  of  judgmemy  in  the  molt 
profound  /peculations,  or  the  moft  important  hh 
bours^  and  when  they  reflefted  on  the  defire  of 
fame,  which  tranfported  them  into   future  ages 
far  beyond  the  bounds  of  death  and  of  the  grsrre } 
they  were  unwiHing  to  confound  themfelves  with 
the  beads  of  the  field,  or  to  fuppofe,  that  a  bet- 
ing for  whofe  dignity  they  entertained  the  moft 
fmcere  admiration,  could  be  limited  to  a  fpot  of 
earth,  and  to  a  few  years  of  duration.     With 
this  favourable  prepoflfeflioa  they  fummoned   to 
their  aid  the  fcience,  or  rather  the  language,  of 
Metaphyfics.      They    foon   difcovered,    that    as 
none  of  the  properties  of  matter  will  appiy  to  the 
operations   of  the  mind,   the  human  foul  muft 
confequently    be  a  fubftance    diftind  from   the 
body,  pure,  fimple,  and  fpiritual,  incapable  of 
diflblution,  and  furceptible  of  a  much  higher  de« 
gree  of  virtue  and   happinefs   after    the  releafe 
from   its  corporeal  prifon*    From  diefe  fpecioua 
and  noble  principles,  the  philofophers  who  trod 
in  the  footfteps  of  Plato,  deduced  a  very  anjuf- 
tifiable  conclafion,  fince  they  aflerted,  not  only 
the  future  immortality,  but  the  paft  eternity  of 
the  human  foul,  which  they  were  too  apt  to  con- 
fider  as  a  portion  of  the  infinite  and  felf-exifting 
fpirit^  which  pervades  and  fuftains  the  univerfe '% 

s»  The  pre-exiftence  of  human  foals,  Co  far  at  lead  at  that  doArin« 
IS  compatible  with  religion,  was  adopted  by  many  of  the  Greek  and 
Xatia  fathers,    (ee  Bcaufobrc,  H>ft.  du  MaBicheifmei  1.  vi.  c.  4. 
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A*dod:rine  thus  removed  beyond  the  fenfes  and 
the  experience  of  mankind,  might  ferve  to  amufe 
the  leifure  of  a  philofophic  mind ;  or,  in  the 
filence  of  folitude,  it  might  fometimes  impart  a 
ray  of  comfort  to  defponding  virtue;  but  the 
faint  impref&on  which  had  been  received  in  the 
fchools,  was  foon  obliterated  by  the  commerce 
and  bufinefs  of  active  life.  We  are  fufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  eminent  perfoos  who  flou- 
rilhed  in  the  age  of  Cicero,  and  of  the  firft  Cav- 
iars, with  their  adions,  their  charaders,  and 
.their  motives,  to  be  aflured  that  their  condud 
in  this  life  was  never  regulated  by  any  ferious 
convidion  of  the  rewards  or  punifliments  of  a 
future  ftate.  At  the  bar  and  in  the  fenate  of 
Rome  the  ableft  orators  were  not  apprehenfive  of 
^ving  offence  to  their  bearers,  by  expoling  that 
dodrine  as  an  idle  and  extravagant  opinion,  which 
was  rejeded  with  contempt  .by  every  man  of  a  li« 
beral  education  and  underftanding  *'• 
among  tlie  Since  therefore  the  moft  fublime  efforts  of  phi- 
ol^'auL  lof<>pky  can  extend  no  farther  than  feebly  to 
^  Komej  pdnt  out  the  defire,  the  hope,  or,  at  moft,  the 
probability,  of  a  future  ftate,  there  is  nothing 
except  a  divine  revelation,  that  can  afcertain  the 
exiftence,  and  defcribe  the  condition,  of  the  invi- 
fible  country  which  is  deftined  to  receive  the 
Ibuls  of  men  after  their  leparation  from  the  body. 

n  SceCicMoproauest.  c.6i.  Csfarap.  Salluft.  de  BcU. Cadlia* 
C  50.  JavcBsK  Sjtir.  ii.   149. 

Efle  aliquos  uuncs,  ct  rubtcmncm  itgna* 

Ncc  poeii  otdoat,  oUi  qui  Boadua  en  lavaBtv. 

But 
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But  we  may  perceive  feveral  defeats  inherent  to  chap, 
the  popular  religions  of  Greece  and  Rome,  which  v,  ^' 
rendered  them  very  unequal  to  fo  arduous  a  talk. 
1.  The  general  fyftem  of  their  mythology  was 
unfupported  by  any  folid  proofs ;  and  the  wifeft 
among  the  Pagans  had  already  difclaimed  its 
ufurped  authority.  2.  The  defcription  of  the 
infernal  regions  had  been  abandoned  to  the  fancy 
of  painters  an4  of  poets,  who  peopled  them  with 
fo  many  phantoms  and  monfters,  who  difpenfed 
their  rewards  and  punifliments  with  fo  little 
equity,  that  a  folemn  truth,  the  mod  congenial 
to  the  human  heart,  was  oppreflfed  and  difgraced 
by  the  abfurd  mixture  of  the  wildeft  fiftions  **. 
3.  The  dodrine  of  a  future  ftate  was  fcarcely 
confidered  among  the  devout  polytheifts  of 
Greece  and  Rome  as  a  fundamental  article  of 
faith.  The  providence  of  the  gods,  as  it  related 
to  public  comjmunities  rather  than  to  private  indi- 
viduals, was  principally  difplayed  on  the  vifible 
theatre  of  the  prefent  world.  The  petitions, 
which  were  offered  on  the  altars  of  Jupiter  or 
Apollo  exprefled  the  anxiety  of  their  worQiip- 
pers  for  temporal  happinefs,  and  their  ignorance 
or  indifference  concerning  a  future  life".     The 

5*  The  xifh  book  of  the  OdyflTey  gire>  a  vtiy  dreary  and  incoherent 
accoont  of  the  infernal  fbadei.  Pindar  and  Virgil  have  embeiliflied 
the  pifture ;  but  t?cn  thofe  poets,  thuugh  more  corrtA  than  iheir 
great  model,  are  guilty  of  very  ftrange  iDConfifiencies.  See  Bayle, 
Refponfes  dux  Queltions  d^un  Provincial,  part  iii.  c«  %%• 

5S  See  the  xvith  epiiUe  of  the  firii  book  of  Horace,  the  xiiith  Satire 
of  Juvenal>  and  the  iid  Satiie  of  Peifius  :  theft  popular  difcourfes 
cxprtff  the  ftntiment  and  language  of  the  i)auUitude. 

6  important 
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^  ^v  ^'    '^P^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^  immortality  of  the  foul 
^->-^-^^  was  inculcated  with  more  diligence  as   well   as 
fuccefs  in  India,  in   Aflyria,  in  Egypt,   and  in 
Sb^i/''*  G*^'  J  ^^^^  ^i^ce  we  cannot  attribute  fuch  a  dif- 
M«i       ^  ference  to  the  fuperior  knowledge  of  the  barba- 
rians, we  mufl:  afcribe  it  to  the  influence  of  an 
i  eftabliOied  prieftbood,  which  .'employed  the  mo* 

i  tires  of  virtue  as  the  inftrument  of  ambition  *^ 

»«^g  ^^       We  might  naturally  expeft,  that  a  principle  fo 
eflential   to   religion,  would   have  been  revealed 
in  the  cleared  terms  to  the  chofen  people   of 
I  Paleftine,    and  that  it    might   fafely    have  been 

intrufted  to  the  hereditary  priedhood  of  Aaron. 
k  is  incumbent  on  us  to  adore  the  myfterious 
difpcnfations  of  Providence ",  when  we  difcover, 
that  the  doftrine  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul 
is  omitted  in  the  law  of  Mofes ;  it  is  darkly  infi- 
nuated  by  the  prophets,  and  during  the  long 
period  which  elapfed  between  the  Egyptian  and 
the  Babylonian  fervitudes,  the  hopes  as  well  as 
fears  of  the  Jews  appear  to  have  been  confined 

5*  If  tvc  confine  ouifdves  to  the  Ganis,  we  may  obferve,  that  tli^y 
fntruilcd,  not  only  their  lives,  but  even  ihcir  money,  to  the  fccunty 
of  another  worivi.  Vetus  ille  nios  Gallotii<n  occiimt  (fays  Valerius 
Maxinnis,  I.  ii.  c.  6.  p.  io.)i  quos  mcmorii  proilitur  ell,  pecunias 
nnitu  ts,  *\vx  his  apud  infero*  reddcr.-'ntur,  daie  folitos.  The  fame 
ciiftoin  is  more  darkly  infmuated  hy  Mela,  1.  iii.  c.  a.  It  is  almoft 
needlefs  to  add,  that  the  profits  of  trade  hold  a  juft  proportion  to  the  . 
credit  of  the  nYerchant,  and  that  the  Druids  derived  from  thetr  holf 
profefnon  a  rhara^cr  of  refponiibiliry,  which  could  fcarcely  be  claimed 
hy  any  other  order  of  men. 

57  The  light  reverend  author  of  the  Divine  Legation  of  Mofes 
atTi^yoi  ;?  very  curious  reafon  tor  the  omiflion,  and  moft  ingenioufly 
retorr^  it  on  ihc  unbelievers* 
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iirithin  the  narrow  compafs  of  the  prefent  life^\  C  h  ap* 
After  Cyrus  had  permitted  the  exiled  nation  to  ^.-— ..w 
return  into  the  promifed  land,  and  after  Ezra  had 
Teftored  the  ancient  records  of  their  religion,  two 
celebrated  lefts,  the  Sadducees  and  the  Pharifees, 
infenfibly  arofe   at    Jerufalem'^      The    former, 
feleded  from  the  more  opulent  and  diftinguifliod 
ranks  of  fociety,    were  ftriftly  attached  to   the 
literal  fenfe  of  the  Mofaic  law,  and  they  piotifly 
reje£led  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  as  an  opi- 
fiion  that  received  no  countenance  from  the  di- 
wine  book,  which  they  revered  as  the  only  rule 
of  their  faith.     To  the  authority  of  fcripture  the 
Pharifees  added  that  of  tradition,  and  they  ac- 
cepted,   under   the   name  of  traditions,    feveral 
^culative  tenets  from  the  philofophy  or  religion 
of  the  eaflern  nations*    The  doftrines  of  fate  or 
predeftination,    of  angels  and   fpirits,   and  of  a 
future  ftate  pf  rewards  and   punifliments,   were 
in  the  number  of  thefe  new  articles  of  belief; 
and    as  the  Pharifees,  by  the  aufterity  of  their 
manners,  had  drawn  into   their  party  the  body 
of  the  Jewifh  people,  the  immortality  of  the  foul 
became   the    prevailing    fentiment  of    the   fyna- 
gogue,  under  the  reign  of  the  Afmonssan  princes 

5«  See  Le  Clerc  (Prolegomena  ad  Iljft.  Ecclefiaft.  fe^V.  i*  c.8.). 
His  Authority  feems  to  carry  the  greater  weight,  as  he  has  written  a 
learned  and  judicious  commentary  on  the  books  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
irient. 

59  Jofeph,  Antiqiiitat,  I.  xiii.  c.  lo,  De  Bell.  Jwd.  ii.  8.  Ac- 
cording  to  the  moft  natural  interpretation  of  his  words,  the  Saddocces 
admitted  only  the  Pentateuch  5  bin  it  has  pleafcd  fomc  modern  critics 
to  add  the  prophets  to  their  creed,  and  to  fuppofe,  that  they  con- 
tented  themfelfes  with  rejcfling  the  traditions  of  the  Pharifees.  Dr. 
Jartin  has  argued  th»t  poiitt  in  his  Remarks  on  Ec^kiiaftical  Hiftoiy^ 
fol,ii*p«iQ3« 

and 
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CHAP,  and  pontiffs.  The  temper  of  the  Jews  was  in- 
^^^^j^^^.  capable  of  contenting  itfelf  with  fuch  a  cold  and 
languid  aflfent  as  might  fatisfy  the  mind  of  a 
Polytheift ;  and  as  foon  as  they  admitted  the 
idea  of  a  future  ftate,  they  embraced  it  with  the 
zeal  which  has  always  formed  the  charafterillic 
of  the  nation.  Their  :^eal,  however,  added  no- 
thing to  its  evidence,  or  even  probability:  and 
k  was  ftill  neceffary,  that  the  doftrine  of  Kfe 
and  immortality,  which  had  been  diflated  by 
nature,  approved  by  reafon,  and  received  by  fuper- 
ftition,  (hould  obtain  the  fandion  of  divine  truth 
from  the  authority  and  example  of  Chriftp 

*r^h  f  When  the  promife  of  eternal  happinefs  was 
tiant.  propofed  to  mankind,  on  condition  of  adopting 
the  faith,  and  of  obferving  the  precepts  of  the 
gofpel,  it  is  no  wonder  that  fo  advantageous  ai| 
offer  fhould  have  been  accepted  by  great  nun^- 
bers  of  every  religion,  of  every  rank,  and  of 
every  province  in  the  Roman  Empire.  The  an- 
cient Chriftians  were  animated  by  a  contempt  for 
their  prefent  exiftence,  and  by  a  juft  confidence 
of  immortality,  of  which  the  doubtful  and  im- 
perfeft  faith  of  modern  ages  canuot  give  us  any 
Approacii-  adequate  notion.  In  the  primitive  church,  the 
ingcndof  influence  of  truth  was  very  powerfully  ftrengtb- 
ened  by  an  opinion,  which,  however  it  may  de- 
ferve  refpeft  for  its  ufefulnefs  and  antiquity,  has 
not  been  found  agreeable  to  experience.  It  was 
univerfally  believed,  that  the  end  of  the  world, 
and  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  were  at  hand. 
The  near  approach  of  this  wonderful  event  had 
been  predidled  by  the  apollles}  fhe  tradition  of 

it 
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It  was  preferved  by  their  earlieft  difciples,  and  c  h  a  pv 
thofc  who  und^ftood  in  their  literal  fenfe  the  .^]^^ 
difcourfes  of  Chrift  himfelf,  were  obliged  to  ex* 
pe£t  the  fecond  and  glorious  coming  of  the  Son 
of  Man  in  the  clouds^  before  that  generation  was 
totally  extinguifhedy  which  had  beheld  bis  hum* 
hU  condition  upon  earth,  and  which,  might  ftiU 
be  witnefs  of  the  calamities  of  the  Jews  under 
Vefpafian  or  Hadrian*  The  revolution  of  feven- 
teen  centuries  has  inftruAed  us  not  to  pvefs  too 
clofely  the  myfterious  language  of  prophecy  and 
revelation}  but  as  long  as,  for  wife  purpofes, 
this  error  was  permitted  to  fubfift  in  the  churchy 
k  was  productive  of  the  mod  falutary  effeds  on 
the  faith  and  praftice  of  Chriftians,  who  lived 
in  the  awful  expedation  of  that  moment  when 
the  globe  itfelf,  and  all  the  various  race  of  man- 
kind, fhould  tremble  at  the  appearance  of  their 
divine  judge  **. 

Th^  ancient^  and  popular  doQrine  of  the  Mil-  Dofliine 
lennium  was   intimately  connefted   with  the  fe-  icnniuml 
cond  coming  of  Chrift..     As  the  works  of  the, 
creation  had  been  finifhed  in  fix  days,  their  da- 
ration  in  their  prefent  ftate,  according  to  a  tra^ 
dition  which  was  attributed  to  the  prophet  Eli- 
jah, was  fixed   to  fix  thoufand  years  ^'.     By  the 

60  Xhi»  expeflatioo  was  c^uniefianced  by  the  twenty-Fcurth  chapter 
of  St.  Mattiiewy  and  by  the  fiill  epiftle  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Theflhio- 
niant.  Erafmiis  removes  the  difficulty  by  the  help  of  allegory  and 
metaphor  $  asd  the  learned  Grotiut  venture «  to  infinuate,  that,  for 
wife  purpofefy  the  pious  deception  was  permitted  to  take  place. 

6>  See  fiomet*s  Sacred  Theory^  part  iii.  c.  5.  This  tradition  may 
W  traced  as  high. a*  the  author  of  the  Epiftle  of  Barnabas,  who  wrott 
k  the  firft  century »  and  who  feenos  to  ha?e  been  half  a  Jew* 

fame 
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^  H  A  p.  fame  analogy  it  was  inferred,  that  this  long  pc* 
riod  of  labour  and  contention,  which  was  now 
almoft  elapfed  *%  would  be  fucceeded  by  a  joyful 
Sabbath  of  a  thoufand  years ;    and   that  Chrift, 
with  the  triumphant  band  of  the  faints  and  the 
eled  who  had  efcaped  death,  or  who  had  been 
miraculoufly  revived,    would    reign    upon  earth 
till  the  time  appointed  for  the  lad  and  general 
refurrection.     So  pleafing  was   this  hope   to  the 
mind  of  believers,  that  the  N^w  yeru/alem^  the 
feat  of  this  blifsful  kingdom,  was  quickly  adorned 
with  all   the  gayeft  colours  of  the  imagination* 
A  felicity  confifting  only  of  pure  and  fpiritual 
pleafure  would  have  appeared  too  refined  for  its 
inhabitants,    who  were   ftill   fuppofed  to  poflefs 
their    human  nature  and  fenfes.      A  garden   of 
Eden,  with  the  amufements  of  the  pafloral  life, 
was  no  longer  fuited  to  the  advanced   (late  of 
fociety  which   prevailed   under   the   Roman  em* 
pire.     A  city  was  therefore  ereftcd  of  gold  and 
precious   ftones,    and    a   fupematural   plenty   of 
corn  and  wine  was   beftowed    on  the  adjacent 
territory ;  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  whofe  fpon- 
taneous  produflions,   the  happy  and  benevolent 


6^  The  primitire  church  of  Antioch  compoted  attDoft  4ooo  ytm 
Irom  the  creatioc  of  the  world  to  the  birth  of  Chrift.  Africtimf, 
LaAantiufy  and  the  Greek  church,  have  reduced  that  niunber  to 
550o»  and  Eufebiut  has  contented  himfelf  with  5*00  yeart.  Thtfe 
calculations  were  formed  on  the  Scptuagint,  which  waa  Kotverially 
received  during  the  lix  firft  centuries.  1  be  authority  of  tbo  Vulgate 
and  of  the  Hebrew  text  has  determined  the  modem^^  Proteftaais  aa 
well  as  Catholics,  to  prefer  a  period  of  about  400Q  yean  |  though,  in 
the  ftudy  of  profane  antiquity,  tbcy  often  find  tbonlclfei  Areigbieocd 
hy  thofr  Qartpw  limits. 
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people  was  never  to  be  reftraioed  by  any  jealous  c  h  a  p^ 
laws  of  exclufive  property  **^     The  affurance  of 
fuch   a  Millennium  was  carefully  inculcated  by 
a  fucceffion  of  fathers  from  Juftin  Martyr**  and 
Irenaeus,  who  converfed  with  the  immediate  dif- 
ciples  of  the  apoftles,  down  to  Ladiantius,  who 
was    preceptor    to    the    fon    of    Conftantine  ^^ 
Though  it  might  not  be  univerfally  received^  it 
appears  to  have  been  the  reigning  fentiment  of 
the    orthodox  believers ;    and   it  feems  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  defires  and  2^prehen(ions  of  man* 
kind,  that  it  muft  have  contributed  in  a  very 
confiderable  degree  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  faith.     But  when  the  edifice  of  the  church 
was   almofl:    completed,    the    temporary   fupport 
was  laid  afide.     The  dodtrine  of  Chrid's  reign 
upon  earth  was  at  firft  treated  as  a  profound 
allegory,  was  confidered  by  degrees  as  a  doubt- 
ful and  ufelefs   opinion,  and  was  at  length  re- 
jefted  as  the  abfurd  invention  of  herefy  and  fana- 

^I  Moft  of  thcfe  piflures  were  borrowed  from  a  ininiiter;>retation 
of  Ifaiah,  Daniel^  and  the  Apocalypfe.  Doe  of  the  grofTeil  imager 
may  be  found  in  {renacvs  (1.  5.  p.  4>55.)9  ^^  difciple  of  Papias,  who 
had  feen  the  apoftle  St,  John. 

**  6ce  the  fecond  dialogue  of  Juftin  with  Tryphon,  and  the  fevcntU 
book  of  La^antius.  It  is  unnectOUry  to  allege  all  the  intermediate 
fatlierSj  as  the  fad  is  not  difputed.  Yet  the  curious  reader  maf 
confultDaille  de  Ufti  Patruin,  l.ii.  0.4. 

^5  The  teftimony  of  Jultin,  of  his  own  faith  and  that  of  his  ortho- 
dox bretbreoy  in  the  dcflrineofa  Millenniumy  is  delivered  in  th^ 
clcareft  and  moft  foiemn  manner  (Dialog,  cum  Tryphonte  Jud. 
p.  i77y  syS.  Edit.  BenediAin.}.  If  in  the  beginning  of  this 
importsnt  palTage  there  is  any  thing  like  an  inconHftency,  we  maf 
impute  it|  as  we  think  proper,  either  to  the  author  or  to  bis  tran- 
fcribcrs. 
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CHAP,    ticifin  **.      A   myfterious    prophecy^    which    ftill 

K^0^,-^  forms  a  part  of  the  facred  canon,  but  which  was 

thought  to  favour   the   exploded   feutiinent,   has 

very  narrowly   efcaped    the   profcription  of  the 

church  ^\ 

ConflHgra-       Whilft  the  happinefs  and  glory  of  a  temporal 

Romeaad   rcign  Were   promifed  to  the  difciples  of  Chrift, 

^*y         the    mod    dreadful    calamities    were    denounced 

againft   an   unbelieving   world.      The    edification 

of  the  new  Jerufalem  was  to  advance  by  equal 

Heps  with  the  deftruftion  of  the  myftic  Babylon  ; 

and  as  long  as  the  emperors  who  reigned  before 

Conftantine  perfifted  in  the  profeflion  of  idolatry, 

the  epithet  of  Babylon  was  applied  to  the  city 

and  to  the  empire  of  Rome.     A  regular  feries 

^  Dupin,    Bililiotheque  Kcclefiafiique,    torn.  5.  p.  aij.  torn.  ir. 

p.  366.  and  Moflieiro,  p.  710 ;   though  the  latter  of  thcfe  learned 

divines  is  not  altogether  candid  on  this  occafion. 

'  ^7  In  the  council  oFLaodicea  (about  the  year  360)  the  Apocalypfe 
w:.8  tacitly  excluded  from  t!ie  facred  canon,  by  tiie  fame  churches  of 
i\fia  to  which  it  is  addrelfed  $  and  we  may  learn  from  the  complaint 
of  Suipicius  Severus,  that  their  fentence  had  been  ratified  by  the 
greater  number  of  Chridians  of  his  rime.  From  what  caufes  then  is 
the  Apocalypfe  at  prefenr  fo  generally  received  by  the  Greek,  the 
Roman,  and  the  Proteftant  churches  ?  The  following  ones  may  be 
afllgned.  1,  The  Greeks  were  fubdued  by  the  authority  of  an 
impoftor,  who,  in  the  fixih  century,  alfumed  the  character  of  Diony- 
fius  the  Areopagitc.  «.  A  juft  apprehenfion,  that  the  grammarians 
might  become  more  important  than  the  theologians,  engaged  the 
council  of  Trent  to  fix  the  feal  of  their  infallibility  on  all  the  books 
of  ScriptTJic,  fcoriiained  in  the  Larin  Vulgate,  in  the  number  of 
V'hich  the  Apocalypfe  was  fortunately  included.  (Fra  Paolo,  Ifloria 
del  Cuncilio  Tndentino,  I.  ii.).  3,  The  advantage  of  turning  tUofe 
myttfrious  prophecies  ag.iinft  the  See  of  Rome,  infpired  the  proteftanta 
with  uncommon  veneration  for  fo  ufcful  an  ally.  See  the  ingenious 
and  elegant  difcourfes  of  the  picl'er.t  biftiop  of  Litchfield  on  that 
vuproniiling  fubjvwl, 
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was  prejw^  of  an  the  moHl  ^^^ 

wbich  cam  affllQ  a  flourifhiiig^  nation}  teceftbe 

difcord,  and  tht  tavaiion  of  tife  fierceft' lMrrba« 

rians  from  the  vnkbown  regidiis'  o{  the  l^rth  % 

peftikence  and  fauiine,  comet$  aiid  ecHpies^^  diitli^ 

quakes  and  inundations*'.    AH  thefe  were  only 

fo  many  preparitory  and  alarming  (}gns  of  the 

great  cataftrophe  of  Rome,  when  the  country  o{ 

the  Sctpios  and  Csfars  Ihould  be  confumed  by  a 

flame  from  Heaven,   and  the  city  of  the-  feven 

hills,,  with  her  palaces,  her  temples,  and  her  tri« 

umphal  arches,  Ihould  be  buried'  in  a  vaft  lake  of 

fire  ^d  brtmftoiie^      It  mighty  howevei^,  iSbrd 

fome  confoladon  to  Romanc  tisuiity,  that  th^  pe^ 

rbd  of  their  empire  would  be  that  of  the  w&rid 

itfdf;    which,  as  it  had  once  periflied  bry '  die 

element  of  water,  was  deftlned  to  experience  ^ 

fecond  and  a  fpeedy  >dcftrudioQ  ^ofti  the  dement 

of  fire«    In  the  i^nion  of  a*  ge^et^i  wnfldgra*' 

don,  the  &ich  of  the  Chriftian  very  hdppily^^oln* 

cided  with  the  tradidon  of  the  Eaft,  the  philo^ 

fophy  of  the  Stoics,  and  the  analogy  of  Nature  | 

and   even  the  country,    which^    from    religious 

motives,    had   been  chofen  for  the  origin  and 

principal  fcene  of  the  conflagration,  was  the  bed 

adapted  for  that  purpofe  by  natural  and  phyficat 

caufes  J   by  its  deep  caverns^,  beds  of  fulphur,  and 

numerous  volcanoes,   of  which  thofe  of  iEtna^ 

of  Vduvius,  and  of  Lipari,  exhibit  a  very  im- 

perfeft  reprefentation*     The  calmeft    and  moft 

M  I^antius    (Inftttut.  DWin.  vii.  t5>  &c.)  vcliict  tilt  dirmal 
tale  of  futurity  with  ^reat  fpiril  and  eloquance* 
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Vfotf^l  \^  %fe  Jtts  lifi  iifelf.  i^tftfmdy  prtbabte. 

pn^t^;>e  JiU^aw9|h#rg^jnqnt?^rflf  flpafoa  than  on 

gf^fGriptUire^  fxgp^d  it  with  terror  and  coa- 
^^euc^  a^  a; .  cffrfji^  ^  and  .  approaching  event  ^ 
j^.ag.jhis  .^md^(,'A^  perpetually  .fiU^d  with  the 
(b^f  g^a  idea^^  h?^  co^fi<Ler^d  every  difaftcr  that 
l)9ppa^4  t9  thei^ivpire^s  an^i^altiMe^fympioBi 

LKT^e^qQudjemnapon  of  the  mifeftjod  nfcoft  vir. 
X¥K)i^.;pF  the  JPagaiis,roa  accoont  of  their  igiio* 
-  tHiM  :0f'  diibeUef  of  the  ,  divine  tiuth^  feems  to 
uSexhfl^l  the  )reafon  and  the  humanity  of  the  pre- 
fent.iS^^^ .:>  (But  (the.: .primitive  church,  whofe 
fditk!*9^.  of;a  muobifirnier  cobfiftpnce^  delivered 
ov^^i.wkhiHit.  hefit^ticm,  to. eternal;  torture^,  the 
bXiffitV^  part  qf  the  human  /ijpedes.    .A  cha- 

;  ,  \    I         '...:. 

^  oil  tbit  fubje^i  every  reader  of  taAe  will  be  enteruined  wtih  the 
^itd  fiattit^  BorHel**  Saeitd  Theory.  i9t  blends  phrtofopbjr*  fcrip- 
tuoi^inKl  tiadiiioiit  into /me  ma^ifv^ent  fyfteA)  «i  iie  difcfinapQmi  of 
whidiy  be  cUrplayt  a  ftrcD|ph  of  fancy  not  inferior  to  that  of  Milton 
himfelf. 

T*  And  3^  Whatever  may, be  the  hnguageof  individaala,  it  is  ftili 
Ibe.public  d^Arme  of  all  the<C|iriftian  churchea  i  .nor  can  c««n  our 
9wn  refufe  to  admit  theconclufioni  which  Vnuft  be  drawn  litMn  the 
Vlfith  alid  tfte  xviiifh  of  her  Artitles.  Ttie  Janfenift^^  who  have  fo 
4IUie0tly  ittdkdthe  woila  of.  the  fatberst  i^ai^Ulli  «iif  lemfiiient 
with  diftioguiflied  seal;  an<j|  the  IfRine^  1^.  de  Titloyoiuit* never 
difmiflh  a  virtuous  eoiperor  without  pronouncing  his  damnation, 
^uingliui  fs'perhsfp*  the  only  lender  of  a  party  who  has  ever  adopted 
the  milder  ftntiment,  and  he  gave  no  lefs  offence  to  the  Lutherans 
than  to  ibe  Cwlioltca.  See  Uoihet^  H'ltkoitt  det  Variationa  de«  Egtifes 
Proteftantei,  1.  ii.  c.  »9.-.^ft. 
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i^ftbk-bopc  might  pcrha|i8  be  indiklged  in  fuwsirt'  c'raip:^ 

of  Socrates,   or  foitieotbte,  Cages  of  atatiqulty;  ^..^^-^'^m^ 

Vfbohsd  conAllted  the  ligbt  of  (reafoh  before  that 

of  <he  gofpel  :had  aftfeni^^    .fiut-it  Trastmanii 

BiMifly' affirmed,- that;  thcifetl^hp^  fiiice  thebirtfe^ 

or  the  de»tb:of...Chf|ft^,Jiadi!obftinately.  perfifteA 

m  tbe^worihip  pf;  th^i  dj^oiopi,^  neither.  ,defef.ve(l 

aart  could  exped::/a;.p^daqi.:.iroiu>tb^  irfitj^teCl 

juftice/x)f:  tl)o.:t)eityj      JhisS^  tig^  Jeniimmi 

Tlflfpsh  hii  Jbeea:.iunknQwp:io  the  'niiei^f.wrffld,  ;  ,v   .  7; 

ap|>ear  ta  have  infvifed  a  fpjrit  of  Wttdrndk^  imo    ^/'     ; 

a,fyftem  of  tpye  snd:  hatrmpnj^/    The.  tk$  df  blood         . . :  i 

and  -fneodfliip  F^fe-.  irecjtieBtly.  ^torft  afui3ii!er.^by 

thft  difference  of  reljgi^ufl; fiMtfes  8»d'/the  -Chiife 

lianS)  who  i^  thie  ^orld  fwnd  themfHvte -!0p-» 

preflfed,  by ^e  power  of  tlje  Eagwfi,  WortfifomeK 

times '  feduced  by  refentn^ei^t  amd  fpiritmi,;pn4Q 

ta:delight  11^  the  profpeft  of  then;  futtiretriuq^* 

V  Youarefondpf/pQaacIes,"  ^excWnas  tlip  iftem 

Ti'er^uUian,  [^^  «ppd    the  if^eateft  p^.-all.  fpec- 

^^j^clesy   the  laft  axvl  et^nalju^gmj^t; j)f'.(hQ 

^  univcrfe.      Rqw  ihall.I  ^mirf,.  ha^ijaugh^ 

•*  how  rqoice,    how  e^^ult,   .yh<n  I  bqhpld '  for 

'^  many    proud    motiarchs,    and  ^f^npe^  ;:goda9 

*}  groaning  in  the  Ipweft  abyls.  of  darknj^  {  fd 

*'  many  magiftrates  who  perfecuted  the  name  of 

*^  the  Lord,  liquefying  in  iiercer  fices  thanuthey 

^<  €¥€r  kindled  againft  the  Chriftians ;  fd  many^ 

«  fage  philofophers  blufhing  in  red  hot  £ame$: 

7>  Juftin  and  Clemens  qf  Alexandijf  allow  that  ibme  ot  the  phiio- 
fophert  were  inftru^d  by  the  Logos  -, .  coploonding  iu  d(]pbl«  ^tt^h 
ficadooi  of  the  human  reafon,  and  of  the  Divine  Word, 

X  a  «  with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3ot  THZ  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP.  ^  iqnsh,  .thdr  deluded  fcholars;  ib  xamj  cele> 
w^y'W  *^  brated  poets  tremUkig  before  the  tribtinalt 
^  not  t>f  Minos,  bttt  of  Cbtift ;  fo  many  trage- 
i<  dians,  more  tuneful  in  the  expreffion  of  their 
¥  own  fufibrings ;  fo  many  dancers— !''  But 
die  haipahity  of  th#  ileader  will  pennit  me  to 
draw  a  vdl  over  the  reft'of  this  infernal  defcrqi- 
fion^  which  the  zealous  African  purfues  in  a  long 
variety  of  affeded  and  unfeeling  witticrTms  ^\ 
WcMortcn  DoKibde(s  there  v^ttt  many  among  fhd  ptum* 
h^^S^  tifc  Cbriftians  of  %  tinnper  more  ftiitable  to  the 
ten.  Jneeknels  and  charity  of  their  profel&on.  There 
tpsre  miny  who  felt  %  fincere  companion  for  the 
danger  of  tH^fritbili  aiid  countrymen,  and  who 
eiterted  the  mofli  benevolent  s:eal  to  &ve  them 
from  the  Impending  deftnidion.  The  cardels 
Polytheift,  affiiiled  by  new  and  nnexpeded  ter- 
rors»  agbioft  which  neither  hb  priefts  nor  his 
^hilofophers  could  'a£Ford  him  any  certsdn  pro- 
te^on,  was  very  frequently  terrified  and  Tub- 
dued'by  the  menace  of  eternal  tortures.  His 
fears  might  affiA  tbie  progreis  of  his  frith  and 
feafon  j  and  if  he  touM  once  perfuade  himfdf  to 
fttlpea  that  the  Chriftian  religion  might  poffibly 
be  true,  it  became  an  eafy  tafk  to  convince  him 

T»  Tdtttllikn^  0e  S^Mslit.  e.  fo.  In  order  tb  liSetttAn  die 
degree  of  ^mtMriqr  which  tiM  mlpus  AfricM  M  «a|«ii«d,  ^  My  be 
fuScient  to  allege  the  teftimm^  of  Cy|irian,  ibe  dodor  and  guide  c/ 
aU  the  wcftern  churchet.  (See Pradent.  Hymii.  xiii.  too.)  As  ofm 
m  he  appUed  hHnfelf  lo  bit  daily  ftudy  of  the  writiDgv  of  TertuUiaa. 
heimacaiioMied  l»  fay,  «•  XU  aJM  wmgifihm:  Gif e  me  my  mailer.** 
{Binomjm.  dt  Vine  Illufbilmt,  to».  i.  p.  %%^) 
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that  it  was  the  fafeft  and  moft  pt* odent  party  that  ^  ^^  ^ 
he  could  poflibly  embrace*  ^■^,■^1 

m.  The  fupematural  gifts,  which  erieii  m  thb  thi 
Kfe  were  afcribed   to  the  Chriftians  abore  the  jTisi. 
reft  of  mankind,  rouft  have  conduced  to  their  Minco.* 
own  comfort,  and  very  frequoitly  to  the  con«  ^o?Ae 
iri£tion  of  infidels.     Befides  the  oco^ooal  prot>  f^."""'^ 
digies,   which  might  fometimes   be  efie£ted   by 
the  immediate  interpofition  of  the  Deity  when  he 
fufpended  the  laws  of  Nature  for  the  fervice  of 
religion,  the  Chriftian  church,  from  the  time  of 
the  apoftles  and  their  firft  difciples  '*,  has  claimed 
an  uninterrupted  fucceffion  of  miraculous  powers, 
the  gift  of  tongues,  of  vifion  and  of  prophecy, 
the    power    of   expelling   daemons,     of   healing 
the  fick,  and  of  raifing  the  dead.      The  know- 
ledge of  foreign  languages  was  frequently  com* 
municated    to   the   contemporaries    of   Irenseus, 
though  Irenaeus  himfelf  was  left  to  ftruggle  with 
the  difficulties  of  a  barbarous  dialed  whilft  he 
preached  the  gafpel  to  the   natives  of  GauP\ 
The  divine  infpiration,  whether  it  was  conveyed 
in  the  form  of  a  waking  or  of  a  deeping  vifion, 
is  defcribed  as  a  favour  very  liberally  beftowed 
on  all  ranks  of  the  faithful,    on  women  as  on 
elders,  on  boys  as  well  as  upon  bt(bops.    When 

71  Notvlthftanding  the  erafioni  of  Dr.  Middletoiiy  it  it  srapoAble 
%o  overlook  the  clear  traces  of  vifiooi  and  infpiratioDy  which  may  he 
foattd  in  the  apo(toHc  fathers. 

74  Irenaeus  adv.  Hvrcf.  Proem,  p.  3.  Dr*  Middleton  (Free  In* 
quiry»  p.  96*  Sec.)  obfervet,  that  as  this  pretenfion  of  all  others  was 
the  moft  ditficult  to  Aippott  by  art,  it  was  the  iboneft  given  up.  Thf 
obfcryation  fuitt  kia  bypothcfis. 
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thar  dteYoUt  minds  w^re  fiifBcJehtly'  prepared  by 
a  courfe  of  prayer,  of  faftmg,  a?id '  of '  .vigils,  to 
receive  the  extraordinary  impulfc,  they  were 
tranfportcd  out  of  rfieir  fenfes,  and  delivered  in 
eictafy  what  was  infpired,  being  mere  organs  of 
the  holy  fpirit,  juit  as  a  pipe  or  flute  is  of  him  who 
blowsf  into  it  '\.  We  may  add,  that  the  de- 
iign  of  thefe  vifions.was,  for  the  mod  part,  either 
to  difdofe  the  future  biftory,  or  to  guide  the 
prefent  adminiftratian  of  the  church.  The  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  dacipons  from  the  bodies  of  thofe 
unhappy  perfons  whom  they  had  been  permitted 
,to  torment,  was  confidered  as  a  fignal  though 
qrdinary  triumph  of  religion,  and  is  repeatedly 
alleged  by  the  ancient  apologifts,  as  the  moft 
.convincing  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity, 
.The  awful  ceremony  was  ufually  performed  in  a 
public  manner,  and  in  the-  prefence  of  a  great 
nnmber  of  fpeclatbrs ;  the  patient  was  relieved 
by  the  power  or  fkill  of  the  exorcift,  and  the  van- 
quiihed  daemon  was  heard  to  confefs,  that  he 
was  one  of  the  fabled  gods  of  antiquity,  who  had 
impiouily  ufurped  the  adqration  pf  mankind  }\ 
But  the  miraculous  cure  of  difeafes  of  the  moil 
inveterate  or  even  preternatural  kind,  can  no 
longer  occafion  any  furprile,  when  we  recolle£i» 

ti  Athtn^orAt  in  L^gatione.  Juftin  Martyr,  Cohort,  ad  Gcntcs. 
Tcj-tullian  atlveiC  Marcionit.  Liv.  Tlicfe  dtfcriptiona  are  not  rery 
unlike  the  prophetic  fury,  for  which  Cicero  (de  Divioat.  ii.  54.)  ex^ 
preflesfo  iittie  reverence. 

7^  Tertullian  (Apolo^.  c,%%.)  throws  out  a  bold  defiance  to  the 
Pagan  magiftratet.  Of  the  primitive  mii-acles^  ihe  powtr <»f  exordlifng 
18  the  only  one  which  has  been  afTamed  by  ProftfiaNiia.- . 

..    '  that 
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that'ni  the  dayi  b?  trenaeus,  about  tlie  and' of  ^5^^' 
the  fecond  century,  the  refurrei^ion  of  thd  dead  ^'^v^ 
was  very  far  froDi  being  eftfeehied  an  ufKc6mnioil 
«vent7'that  the  mirade  was  freque^ntTy  performed 
on  neceflary  occafiotis,  by^  gfeat'  fafttag  and 
the  joint  fuppKcation  of  the  ch'onfch  of  the  ^lace, 
and  that  the  perlbns  thus  reftored  to  their  pray- 
ers, had  lived  afterwards  am'ong  them  bany  ' 
years  ^^.  At  fuch  a  period,  when  faith  could 
boaft  of  fo  many  wonderful  viftories  over  death, 
it  feems  difficuk  to  account  for '  the '  fcepticifm  of 
tbofc  philofophers,  who  ftill  rejefted  and  derided 
the  doftrine  of  the  refurreftion.  A  hoble  Gre- 
cian had  refted  on  this  important  ground  the 
whole  controvetfy,  and  promifed  Theophilus, 
bifbop  of  Anttoch,  that  if  he  could  be  gratified 
with  the  fight  of  a  fmgle  perfon  who  had  been 
aftually  raifed  frotn  the  deiid,  he  would  imme- 
dbtely  embrace  the!  Chriftian  reKgion,  It  is'fbme^ 
what  remarkable;  that  the  prelate  of  the  fitrf 
eaftern  church,  however  anxious  for  the  con^er^ 
fion  of  his  friend;  thought  proper  to  decline  thii 
fair  and  reafomable  challenge  '*.    '  .    ^  j  ; . 

The  miracles  of  the  primitive  church,    after  Their  truth 
obtaining  the  fanaion  oJF  ages;  have  been  lately  *^""**^- 
Attack^  in  a  very  free  and  ingenious  incjulfj'^'jf 

•  * 

77  IrensBus  adir*  iJsr«fiis, .  I.  it.  .s^rS7'^  K  ▼•  'C,  61  Mr.  P^di^eQ 
(OiflfcrtaU  ad  Ircjiaeum,  ii.  4.».)  coiKliides,  that  the  fccond  century. wa» 
fliil  more  fertile  in  mirJUlJeKhan  the  firil.    '  '  *  ^  * 

7«  Theophiiuft  ad  Autolycum,  1.  i.  p.  345*  E^'^*  Bene4ia«« 
Paris,  i74«-. 

79  Dr,  Middklon  fent  gut  liU  Introiluaion  in  the  year  1747,  pub^ 
lifticd  hi*  Free  Inquiry  rn  174^,  and  before  his  death,  which  happened 
10  1750,  he  bad  prepared  a  vindication  of  it  againft  hi«  numerous  ad- 

X  4  which, 
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iq  H  A  F.  vhichy  tliQugh  it  has  met  wkl^  the  moft  &vour« 
>r^,^  able  reception  from  the  Publict  appears  to  have 
excited  a  general  fcaodal  among  die  divines  of 
our  own  as  well  as  of  the  other  proteftaat  churchy 
of  Europe *\  Our. different  fentiments  on  this 
fubjed  will  be  much  lefs  influenced  by  any  par- 
ticular arguments,  than  by  our  habits  of  ftudy 
and  refledtion ;  and  above  all,  by  the  degree  of 
the,  evidence  which  we  have  accuftomed  ourfelves 
to,  require  for  the  proof  of  a  miraculous  event. 
Our  per-  The  duty  of  an.hiftorian  does  not  call  upon  bim 
defining"  ^^  intcrpofe  his  private  judgment  in  this  nice  and 
themira-  important  controverfy;  but.  he  ought  not  to  dif* 
rlM.  *  femble  the  difficulty  of  adopting  fiich  a  theory 
aa.may  reconcile  the  intereft  of  religion  with  that 
of  ]^eaibn,  of  making  a  proper  application  of  that 
theory,  and  of  defining  with  precifion  the  limits 
of  that  happy  period  exempt  from  error  and  from 
deceit,  to  which  we  might  be  difpofed  to  extend 
the  gift  of  fupernatural  power8«  From  the  firft 
o£  the  fathers  to  the  lafl;  of  the  popes,  a  fucceiSon 
of  biihops,  of  faints,  of  martyrs,  and  of  miracles, 
is  continued  without  interruption,  and  tlie  pro- 
gre£i  of  fup^ftitbn  was  fo  gradual  and  almoft 
imperceptible,  that  we  know  not  in  what  par- 
ticular Unk  we  ihould  break  the  chain  of  tradi^ 
tion.  Every  age  bears  teftimony  to  the  wonder* 
ful  events  by  which  it  was  diftinguiihed,  and  its 
teftimony  appears  no  lefs  weighty  and  refpeftable 

«o  The  uoirerfity  of  Oxford  conferred  degrees  on  hu  opponentf. 
From  the  indignation  of  Moflieim  (p.  ?2|.}>  ^e  qiay  difcover  tht 
fpntimeptt  of  t|)p  Lutheraii  diyint^f. 

than 
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than  that  of  the  pr<teeding  generatibn,  till  we  are  ^  "  ^  »•• 
infenfibiy  led  on  to  accufe  our  own  inconfiftencyt 
if  in  the  eighth   or  in  the  twelfth  century  we 
deny  to  the  venerable  Bede,  or  to  the  holy  Ber* 
nard,  the  fame  degree  of  confidence  which^  in  the 
fecond  century,   we   had  fo  liberally  granted  to 
Juftin  or  to  Irenasus  '\     If  the  truth  of  any  of 
thofe  miracles  is  appreciated    by  their  apparent 
ufe  and  propriety,  every  age  had  unbelievers  to 
ponvincei    heretics    to    confute,    and    idolatrous 
nations  to  convert ;  and  fufficient  motives  might 
always  be  produced  to  jullify  the  interpofition  of 
Heaven.     And  yet  fince  every  friend  to  revela- 
don  is  perfulded  of  the  reality,  and  every  reafon* 
able  man  is  convinced  of  the  ceflation,  of  mira- 
culous powers,  it  is  evident  that  there  mud  have 
been  Jome  period  in  which  they  were  either  fud- 
denly  or  gradually  withdrawn  from  the  Chriftian 
church.     Whatever  jera  is  chofen  for  that  pur- 
poie,  the  death  of.  the  apoftles,  the  converfion  of 
the.  Roman  empire,  or  the  extinction  of  the  Ari- 
an    hercfy",    the  infenfibility  of  the  Chriftians 
who  lived  at  that  time  will  equally  afford  a  ju(]; 
maucr  of  furprife.      They   ftill  fupported   their 
pretenfions    after    they    had    loft    their    powert 

*■  It  may  Teem  fomewhat  remaikable,  that  Bernard  of  Clairvaux, 
wkko  records  fo  roauy  miracles  of  his  friend  Sr,  Malachi,  never  takes 
any  notice  of  his  own»  which,  in  their  turn,  however,  are  carefully 
related  by  his  companions  and  difciples*  In  the  long  i'eries  of  ecclc- 
(lailicat  hiftory,  does  there  exift  a  (ingle  in  (lance  ot  a  faint  allerting 
that  be  himfeJf  pofle/ied  the  gift  of  miracles  ? 

'*  The  converfioD  of  Conftantine  is  the  sera  which  is  mo/l  ufually 
fixed  by  proteftants.  The  more  rational  divines  are  unwilling  to  ad^ 
mit  the  miracles  of  the  ivth,  whilft  the  more  credulous  are  unwfliin|[ 
)Q  reje^  thofe  of  tl)e  vtb  ct^Dtpr^^ 

Credulity 
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Cireddlity   performed    the    office   of  fiaith ;    fana- 
ticifm  was  permitted  to  affume  the  language  of 
infpiration,   and   the   efFcfts  of  accident  or  con- 
trivance   were    afcribed    to    fupernatural    caufes. 
The  recent  experience  of  genuine  miracles  fiiould 
•have  inftruded  the  Chriftian  world  in  the  wavs 
of  Providence,'  and  habituated  their  eye   (if  we 
may    ufe   a    very  inadequate   expreffion)   to '  the 
ftylc  of  the  divine  artift.     Should  the  mod  fltil- 
ful  painter  of  modem  Italy  prefume  to  decorate 
his  feeble  imitations  with  the  name   of  Raphael 
or   of  Correggio,     the  infolent   fraud  would    be 
foon  difcovered  and  indignantly  reje<^ed. 
Ufeofihe        Whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  of  the 
primitive     niiracled  of  the  primitive  church  fmce  the  time 
of  the  apoftles,    this   unrefifling  foftnefs  of  tem- 
per,   fo  confpicuous  among  the  believers  of  the 
fecond  and  third  centuries,  proved  of  fome  acci*^ 
dental  benefit  to  the  caufe  of  truth  and  religion. 
In  modern  times,  a  latent  and  even  involuntary 
fcepticifm  adheres  to  the  moft  pious  difpofitions. 
Their   admiffion  of  fupernatural  truths  is  much 
lefs  an  aftire  confenr,    than   a   cold  and  paffive 
acquiefcencc.     Accuftomed  long  fmce  to  obferve 
and   to   refpeft   the  invariable   order  of  Nature, 
our  reafon,   or  at   leaft   our  imagination,  is -not 
fufficiently  prepared   to  fuftain  the  vifible  a^on 
of  the  Deity.      But,  in  the  firft  ages  of  Chrif- 
tianiry,   the  fituation  of  mankind  was  extreaiely 
different.      The   moft  curious,   or  the  moft  cre- 
dulous, among  the  Pagans,  were  often  perfuadfid 
to  enter  into  a  fociety,   which  afferted  an  actual 
claim    of    miraculous    powers.       The    primitive 

ChriftiauJ 
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Chrlftians    perpetually    trod   on   m^flric  ground,  c  h  a  p; 
and  their  minds  were  excrcifcd  by  the  habits  of  ^^^^.^^ 
believing  the  moft  extraordinary  events.      They 
felt,  or   they  fancied,    that    on    every  fide  they 
were  inceflantly  aflaulted  by  daemons,  comforted 
by    vifiorts,   inftrufted  by  prophecy,  and   furpri- 
fingly  delivered  from  danger,  ficknefs,  and  from 
death  itfelf,  by  the  Aipplications  of  the  church. 
The  real  or  imaginary  prodigies,  of  which  they 
fo  frequently  conceived  themfelves  to  be  the  ob- 
jefts,    the  inftruments,    or   the   fpcftators,    very 
happily  difpofed   them   to  adopt  with    the   fame 
eafe,    but  with  far  greater  juftice,  the  authentic 
wonders  of  the  evangelic  hiftory ;  and  thus  mira- 
cles that  exceeded  not  the  meafure  of  their  own 
experience,   infpired   them   with  the  moft    lively 
aflurance  of  myfteries  which  were  acknowledged 
to  furpafs  the  limits  of  their  underftanding.     It 
is  this  deep   impreflion    of  Tupernatural    truths, 
which   has   been  fo  much  celebrated   under  the 
name  of  faith  ;  a  ftate  of  mind  defcribed  as  the 
fureft  pledge  of  the  divine  favour  and  of.  future 
felicity,   and  recommended   as    the  fir  ft  or  per- 
haps  the  only  merit  of  a  Chriftian.      According 
to   the  more   rigid   doctors,    the    moral   virtues, 
which  may  be  equally  praftifed   by  infidels,  are 
deftitute  of  any  value  or  efficacy  in  the  work  of 
our  juftification. 

IV.  But  the  primitive    Chriftian  demonftrated  the 
his  faith  by  his  virtue? ;    and  it  was  very  juftly  Fourth 
fuppofed   that   the   divine    perfuafion    which    en-  vmuesof 
lightened  or   fubdued  the   underftanding,    muft,  chrfiiuoi. 
^i  the  fame  time,  purify  the  heart  and  direft  the 
♦  *       aftions 
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adUons  of- the  believer.  The  firft  apologifts  of 
Chriftianity  who  juftify  the  innocence  of  their 
brethren,  and  the  writers  of  a  later  period  who 
celebrate  the  fandity  of  their  anceftors,  difplay, 
in  the  moft  lively  colours,  the  reformation  of 
manners  which  was  introduced  into  the  world 
by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel.  As  it  is  my 
intention  to  remark  only  fuch  human  caufes  as 
were  permitted  to  fecond  the  influence  of  reve- 
lation, I  fliall  flightly  mention  two  motives  which 
might  naturally  render  the  lives  of  the  primitive 
Chridians  much  purer  and  more  auftere  than 
thofe  of  their  Pagan  contemporaries,  or  their 
degenerate  fucceflbrs;  repentance  for  their  pad 
fins,  and  the  laudable  defire  of  fupporting  the 
reputation  of  the  fociety  in  which  they  were 
engaged. 
M^%  of  It  is  a  very  ancient  reproach,  fuggefted  by  the 
ignorance  or  the  malice  of  infidelity,  that  the 
Chridians  allured  into  their  party  the  mod  atrc« 
cious  criminals,  who,  as  foon  as  they  were  touched 
by  a  fenfe  of  remorfe,  were  cafily  perfuaded 
to  wafh  away,  in  the  water  of  baptifm,  the  guilt 
of  their  pad  condu^,  for  which  the  temples  of 
the  gods  refufed  to  grant  them  any  expiatioiu 
But  thiy  reproach,  when  it  is  cleared  from  raif- 
reprefentation,  contributes  as  much  to  the  ho- 
nour as  it  did  to  the  increafe  of  the  church". 
The  friends  of  Chridianiry  may  acknowledge 
without  a  bluih,  that  many  of  the  mod  eminent 

"t  The  inipntationt  of  Celftis  and  Julian,  with  the  defence  of  <Jm 
fathers,  are  very  fairly  ftatcd  by  Spanheimt  CQiDmrntaire  fur  let  Ce* 
f«rt  de  Julian,  p.  4(|« 
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fiiiiits  had   been  before  their  baptifm  the  moft  ^  ^^  ^* 
abandoned  finners*     Thofe  perfons^  who  in  the  ■.^— ^^ 
world  had  followed,  though  in  an  tmperfed  man* 
ner,   the  dictates  of  benevolence  and  propriety, 
derived  fuch  a  calm  (adsfadion  from  the  opinion 
of  their  own  rectitude,  as  rendered  them  much 
leb  fafcepti^te  of  the  fudden  emotions  of  Ihame, 
of  grief,  and' of  terror,  which  have  given  birth' 
to  fo  many  wonderful  converfions.      After  the 
example  of  their  Divine  Mafter,  the  miffionariea 
of  the  gofpel  difdained  not  the  fociety  of  men,' 
and  elpecially  of  women,  opprefled  by  the  con^ 
idoufnefs,  and  very  often  by  the  effects/  of  their 
vices«    Aa  they  emerged  from  fin  and  fuperflt* 
tion  to  the  glorious   hope  of  immortality,  they 
vefolved  to  devote  therafelves  to  a  life,  not  only 
of  virtue,  but  of  penitence.     The  defire  of  per* 
ie£Bon  became  the  ruling  paflion  of  their  foul ; 
and  it  is  well  known,  that  while  reafon  embraces 
a  cold  mediocrity,  our   paifions  hurry  us,  with 
rapd  violence,  over  the  fpace  which  Ues  between 
the  moft  oppofite  extremes. 

When  the  new  converts  had  been  enrolled  in  Care  of 
the  number  of  the  faithful,  and  were  adnntted  utiM?^** 
to  the  facraments  of  the  church,  they  found 
themfelves  Mftrabed  from  relaplmg  into  their 
paft  dtforders  by  another  confideration  of  a  lefs 
fpiritual,  but  of  a  very  innocent  and  refpe£btble 
nature*  Any  particular  fociety  that  has  departed 
from  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  or  the  religion 
to  which  it  bel(»iged,  immediately  becomes  the 
objeft  of  univerfat  as  well  as  invidious  obferva* 
tion.  In  proportion  to  the  fmallnefs  of  its  num- 
bers. 


Digitized, 


i,by  Google 


|i8  THE  DECLINE   AND  FALL 

C/^  A  p.   bers,  the  charafter  of  the  fociety  may  Ije;  tfeded 
l)y  the    virtue   and   vices \  of   the  perfons    who 
compofe  it  j    and  every  member  is  engaged   to 
y^atch   with  the  moft  vigilant  atteniion  over  fats 
own  behaviour^   and  over 'that*  of  iiis  brethren , 
Qnce,  as  he  mufl:  expert  to  incur  si.  part. ;of  the 
common  difgrace,  he  may  bop$.  to.  eojoyj  a  Awe 
of  the  common  reputation.     When  the  Cbriftians 
of  Bithynia  were  brought  before  the  tribunal  of 
ihe  younger  Pliny,    they  aQured  th^  ;procoiirul, 
that,    fa^  from,  being  engaged  in  ^y  unlaw^il 
confpiracy,  they  were  bound  by  a  ./olema  ,oi>li- 
gatjon  ,t;o   abftain  from  the  commHEon  of  tbofe 
cringes  which  difturb  the  privat/e  or  puJbiic  peace 
^f  fociety,  from  theft,    robbery,  adulter)^  ^  per-. 
}ury,  and  fraud**.    Near  a  century  afterwards, 
TertuUian,   with    an   honed  pridq,    could   boaft, 
that  very  few  Chriftians  had  fiijEcred  by  the  hand 
of  the  executioner,  except  on   account  of  their 
religion  '*.      Their   ferious  and    fequcftered   life, 
averfe  to  the  gay  luxury  of  the  age,  inurfsd  them 
to  chaftity,  temperance,  oeconomy,  and  all   the 
fober  and  domeAic  virtues.     As  the  greater  num- 
ber were  of  fonie  trade  or  profeffion,  it  was  in- 
cumbent  on  them,  by  the  (lri£teft  integrity  and 
the    faired    dealing,    to    remove    the    fufpicions 
which  the  profane  are  too  apt  to  conceive  againd 
the  appearances  of  fanftity.      The  contempt  of 
the  world  exercifed  them  in  the  habits  of  humi- 

«4.  PUn.  Eplft.  X.  97. 

>5  Tertdllian,  A()oIog.  c.  44..     He  adds,  howeveri  with  foiDedC' 
grec  of  bJitaiion,  *«  Aut  fi  aiiud,  jam  non  Cliriftianus/* 

toy, 
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IjqTi  msduiris^  and  patience.  .:The   more  diey  ^\^^* 
were  perfectited,    the  more  clofely  they,  adhered  ^^.^^.^^ 
to'ifaich  other.     Their  mutual  charity  and*  imfuC- 
pecting  confidence  has  been  remarked  by  infidels, 
2fid  !wa3  too  often  abufed  by  •perfidious  friends '^.  • 

It  IS  a  very  honourable  xirbumftance  for  thfe  Morality 
knorals  of  the  primitive  Chriftians,  that  even  tbert.  ^ 
cheir  fciults^  or  rather  errors^  were  derived  from 
an  cxcefs  of  virtue*  The  biihops  and  doftors  of 
the  church,  whofe  evidence  attfcfts,  and  whdft 
autboriry  might  influence  the  profeflions^  th^ 
pnnciples,  and  even  the  pntAice,  of  their  cohk- 
lemporaries,  bad  fludted.the  fcrtptures  with  lel^ 
ikiil  than  devotion,  and  they  often  ^e^eived^  iti 
the  moft  literai  fehfe,  thofe  rigid  precepts  <f 
Chrift  and  the  apoftles,  to  which  the  prudence 
of  £icceeding  commentators  has  applied  a  loofer 
and  more  figurative  mode  of  interpretatieto. 
Ambitioua  to  exalt  the  perfection  of  the  gofpel 
above  the  jvifdom  of  philofbpfay,  the  zealous  fa- 
thers have  carried  the  duties  of  felf-mortification, 
of  purity,  and  of  patience,  to  a  height  which  it 
is  fcarcely  poflible  to  attain,  and  much  lefs  to 
preferve,  in  our  prefent  ftate  of  weaknefs  and 
corruption.  A  doctrine  fo  extraordinary  and  fo 
fublime  muft  inevitably  command  the  veneration 
of  the  people;  but  it  was  ill  calculated  to  ob- 
tain the  fufTrage  of  thofe  worldly  pbilofophers, 
who,  in  the  conduct  of  this  tranfitory  life,  con- 

*^  The  |>hi]oro|>her  Pcregrintis  (of  whofe  life  and  death  Liician  bat 
left  ttt  To  entertaining  an  account)  irii|>oied»  for  a  long  tinie»  oa  the 
eredulous  fimplictty  of  ibe  Cbriftiana  of  Afia, 
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(tilt  only  the  feelings  of  nature  and  the  tntereft  of 
foc^ety•^ 

Principle*  There  are  two  very  natural  propenfities  which 
aatiire!  we  may  diftinguifli  in  the  mod  virtoous  and 
liberal  difpofitions^  the  love  ofpleafure  and  die 
love  of  a^on.  If  the  former  be  refined  by  art 
and  learning,  improved  by  the  charms  of  ibdal 
intercourfe,  and  corrected  by  a  juft  regard  to 
ceconomy,  to  healthy  and  to  reputation^  it  is 
produdive  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  happmels  of 
private  life.  The  love  of  a£tion  is  a  principle 
of  a  much  ftronger  and  more  doubtful  nature. 
It  often  leads  to  anger,  to  ambition^  and  to  re« 
venge;  but  when  it  is  guided  by  the  fenfe  of 
propriety  and  benevolence,  if  becomes  the  parent 
of  every  virtue  $  and  if  thofe  virtues  are  accom« 
panied  with  equal  abilities,  a  family,  a  ftate,  or 
an  empire,  may  be  indebted  for  their  £ifety  and 
profperity  to  the  undaunted  courage  of  a  fingle 
nan.  To  the  love  of  pleafure  we  may  therefore 
afcribe  moil  of  the  agreeable,  to  the  love  of 
zSdon  we  may  attribute  mod  of  the  ufeful  and 
refpefiable,  qualifications.  The  charader  in 
which  both  the  one  and  the  other  fhould  be 
united  and  harmonifed,  would  feein  to  confti^ 
tute  the  mofl  perfect  idea  of  human  nature* 
The  infeniible  and  inactive  difpofition,  which 
fhould  be  fuppofed  alike  deftitute  of  both,  would 
be  rejeded,  by  the  common  confent  of  mankind, 
as  utterly  incapable  of  procuring  any  happinefs 

*7  See  a  rery  )ttdicto«t  tttatifc  of  Btrbejrac  fur  k  Monle  da 
Feres. 
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to  the  individual^  or  any  public  benefit  to  the  world,  chap. 
But  it  was  not  in  this  world  that  the  primitive  ^_^^^ 
Chriftians  were   defirous   of    making  themfelves 
either  agreeable  or  ufeful. 

The  acquifition  of  knowledge^  the  exercife  of  Thcprimi. 
our  reafon  or  fancy,  and  the  cheerful  flow  of  lil^iconr 
unguarded  converfation,  may  employ  the  lei-  dcmnpicat 
fure  of  a  liberal  mind.  Such  amufements,  how«  luxury. 
ever,  were  rejefted  with  abhorrence,  or  ad- 
mitted with  the  utmo(l  caution,  by  the  feverity  of 
the  fathers,  who  defpifed  all  knowledge  that  was 
not  ufeful  to  falvation,  and  who  confidered  all  , 
levity  of  difcourfe  as  a  criminal  abufe  of  the  gift 
of  fpeech.  In  our  prefent  flate  of  exiftence  the 
body  is  fo  infeparably  connefted  with  the  foul, 
that  it  feems  to  be  our  intereft  to  tafte,  with 
innocence  and  moderation,  the  enjoyments  of 
which  that  faithful  companion  is  fufceptible. 
Very  different  was  the  reafoning  of  our  devout 
predeceflbrs ;  vainly  afpiring  to  imitate  the  per- 
fedion  of  angels,  they  difdained,  or  they  aiOFeded 
to  difdain,  every  earthly  and  corporeal  delight  '*• 
Some  of  our  fenfes  ind6ed  are  neceifary  for  our 
prefervation,  others  for  our  fubfiftence,  and 
others  ^again  for  our  information,  and  thus  far 
it  was  impofHble  to  reject  the  ufe  of  them. 
The  firfl  fenfation  of  pleafure  was  marked  as  the 
firft  moment  of  their  abufe.  The  unfeeling 
candidate  for  Heaven  was  inftrufled,  not  only 
to  refill  the  groflfer  allurements  of  the  tafte  or 
fmell,  but  even  to  (hut  his  ears  againft  the  pro* 

^^  La6lant,  Ii)ftitut.  Divin.  ].  ?!•  c.  to,  ii,  «»• 
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c  HA  P.  fane  harmony  of  founds,  and  to  view  with  in- 
difference the  mod  finilhed  produftions  of  human 
art.  Gay  apparel,  magnificent  houfes,  and  ele- 
gant furniture,  were  fuppofed  to  unite  the  double 
guilt  of  pride  and  of  fenfuality:  a  (imple  and 
mortified  appearance  was  more  fuitable  to  the 
Chriftian  who  was  certain  of  his  fms  and  doubtful 
of  his  falvation.  In  their  qenfures  of  luxury, 
the  fathers  are  extremely  minute  and  circum- 
fiantial";  and  among  the  various  articles  which 
excite  their  pious  indignation,  we  may  enume- 
rate £ilfe  hair,  garments  of  any  colour  except 
white^  inftruments  of  mufic,  vafes  of  gold  or  lil- 
ver,  downy  pillows  (as  Jacob  repofed  his  head 
on  a  (tone),  white  bread,  foreign  wines,  public 
falutations,  the  ufe  of  warm  baths,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  {having  the  beard,  which,  according  to 
the  expreflion  of  TertuUian,  is  a  lie  againil  our 
own  faces,  and  an  impious  attempt  to  improve 
the  works  of  the  Creator  •^  When  Chriftianity 
was  introduced  among  the  rich  and  the  polite, 
the  obfervation  of  thefe  lingular  laws  was  left,  as 
it  would  be  at  prefent,  to  the  few  who  were  am- 
bitious of  fuperior  fandity.  But  it  is  always 
eafy,  as  well  as  agreeable,  for  the  inferior  ranks 
of  mankind  to  claim  a  merit  from  the  contempt 
of  that  pomp  and  pleafure,  which  fortune  has 
placed  beyond  their  reach.     The  virtue  of  the 

*9  Confult  a  work  of  Clemeni  of  Alexandria,  intitled  the  Paeda. 
gogm,  which  contains  the  rudiments  of  eihics>  as  they  were  taught  ia 
the  moft  celebrated  of  the  Chriltian  fchoolj. 

90  TertolliaD.  de  Speaaculia,  c  a^.  Clemsns  Alexandria.  Pc- 
dagog.  U  Vi'u  c.  S. 
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primitive  Chriftians,  like  that  of  the  firft  Romans,  chap. 
\¥as  very  frequently  guarded  by  poverty  and  ig-  '^1-  ,^ 
norance. 

The  chafte  feverity  of  the  fathers,  in  whatever  ThetVfen* 
related  to  the  commerce  of  the  two  fexes,  flowed  *'J!!l"!!.vrf 
from  the  feme  principle ;  their  abhorrence  of  damage 
every  enjoyment  which  might  gratify  the  fen-  fhy/ 
fual,  and  degrade  the  fpiritual,  nature  of  man. 
It  was  their  favourite  opinion,  that  if  Adam  had 
preferved  his  obedience  to  the  Creator,  he  would 
have  lived  for  ever  in  %  (late  of  virgin  purity, 
and  that  fome  harmlefs  mode  of  vegetation  might 
have  peopled  paradife  with  a  race  of  innocent 
and  immortal  beings  ''•  The  ufe  of  marriage 
was  permitted  only  to  his  fallen  pofterity,  as  a 
neceflary  expedient  to  continue  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  and  as  a  reftraint,  however  imperfed,  on 
the  natural  licentioufnefs  of  defire.  The  hefita- 
tion  of  the  orthodox  cafuifts  on  this  interefting 
fubjecl,  betrays  the  perplexity  of  men,  unwilling, 
to  approve  an  inftitution,  which  they  were  com* 
pelled  to  tolerate'*.  The  enumeration  of  the 
very  whimfical  laws,  which  they  moft  circum* 
llantially  impofed  on  the  marriage-bed,  would 
force  a  fmile  from  the  young,  and  a  bluih  from 
the  iair.  It  was  their  unanimous  fentiment,  that 
a  firfl  marriage  was  adequate  to  all  the  purpofes 
of  nature  and  of  fociety.  The  fenfual  connexion 
was  refined  into  a    refemblance  of  the  myftic 

91  Beaufobre,  Hift.  Critique  du  Manicheifme,  1.  viL  c.  3.  J»ftiii« 
Gregory  of  Kyfla,  Auguftio,  &c.  ftrongly  inclineti  to  this  opinion. 

9s  Some  of  the  Gnoftic  heretics  were  more  confiftent  \  they  rejeAed 
the  ufe  of  marriage. 
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c  H  A  p«    union  of  Chrid  with  his  church,  and  was^  pfo- 

XV  •       •  •  • 

nounced  to  be  indiflfoluble  either  by  divorce  or 
by  death.  The  pra&ice  of  fecond  nuptials  was 
branded  with  the  name  of  a  legal  adultery ;  and 
the  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  fo  fcandalous  an 
offence  againft  Chridian  purity,  were  foon  ex- 
cluded from  the  honours,  and  even  from  the 
alms,  of  the  church '\  ^nce  defire  was  in)- 
puted  as  a  crime,  and  marriage  was  tolerated 
as  a  defed,  it  was  confident  with  the  fame  prin- 
ciples to  confider  a  date  of  celibacy  as  the  neareft 
approach  to  the  divine  perfedion.  It  wa$ 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  ancient  Rome 
could  fupport  the  inditution  of  fix  vedals**; 
but  the  primitive  church  was  Blied  with  a  great 
number  of  perfons  of  either  fex,  who  had  de- 
voted themfelves  to  the  profeffion  of  perpetual 
chadity**.  A  few  of  thefe,  among  whom  we 
may  reckon  the  learned  Origen,  judged  it  the 
mod  prudent    to  difarm   tlie    tempter**.     Some 

91  See  a  chain  df  tradition*  from  Juflhi  Martyr  to  Jerocnei  in  tb« 
Morale  de»  Peres  ^  c.  >v.  6— a6. 

94  See  a  very  curioiit  DifTcriation  on  the  Veftals,  in  the  Mcmoirea 
de  PAcademie  des  Infcriptions,  tom.  \v.  p.  i6i— ^zy,  Notwith* 
ftanding  the  honourt  and  lewaids  which  weie  bellowed  on  tbofe  ytr- 
gins,  it  was  difficult  to  procure  a  fufKcient  number  i  nor  could  ihe 
d:eaJ  of  the  molt  horrible  deatli  always  icilratn  their  incontinence. 

9(  Cii^ditatem  procreandi  aut  iinain  fcimus  aut  nollam.  Mirtic'us 
FislixyC.  31.  Jui^in.Apo)og.M.ij(^r.  Athenagoias  in  Ltgat.  c.  a^ 
TertuUian  de  Cultu  Foeinin.  I.  ii. 

9^  Rufebius,  1.  vi.  Z.  Befoi-c  the  fame  of  Origen  had  excited 
envy  and  pedecution,  this  evtraoi<iinary  a6\ion  was  rather  admired 
than  cenfured.  At  it  was  hit  general  practice  to  allegorize  fciiptifre  i 
it  feems  unfoitunate  thit|  iu  this  inltance  only^  he  flioutd  have  adopted 
the  iiterai  fenft • 
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were  infenfible  and  fom«  were  invincible  agamft  chap. 


the  aflaults  of  the  flefli.  Difdaining  an  ignomi- 
nious flight,  the  virgins  of  the  warm  climate  of 
Africa  encountered  the  enemy  in  the  clofeft  en- 
gagement; they  permitted  priefts  and  deacons 
to  ihare  their  bed,  and  gloried  amidft  the  flames 
of  their  unfullied  purity.  But  infulted  Nature 
fometimes  vindicated  her  rights,  and  this  new 
fpecies  of  martyrdom  ferved  only  to  introduce  a 
new  fcandal  into  the  church  ^^  Among  the 
Chriftian  afcetics,  however  (a  name  which  they 
foon  acquired  from  their  painful  exercife),  many, 
as  they  were  lefs  prefumptuou«,  were  probably 
more  fuccefsful.  The  \ok  of  fenfual  pleafure  was 
fupplied  and  compenfated  by  fpiritual  pride. 
Even  the  mukitude  of  Pagans  were  inclined  to 
eftimate  the  merit  of  <he  facrifice  by  its  apparent 
difficulty  ;  and  it  was  in  the  praife  of  thefe  chafte 
fpoufes  of  Chrift  that  the  fethers  have  poured 
forth  the  troubled  dream  of  thdr  eloquence^*. 
Such  are  the  early  traces  of  monaftic  principles 
and  inftitutions,  which,  in  a  fubfequent  age, 
have  counterbalanced  all  the  temporal  advantages 
of  Chriftianity  59. 

97  Cyprian  Epift,  4.  and  DoJwell  DlflTeriat.  Cyprlrsnic.  i^i.  Some- 
thing like  this  rafli  attempt  wa.N  long  afifrwartU  inip*>inl  to  ihc  foun  • 
iJtr  of  Ihc  order  of  I'onttviault.  Bajle^ias  akinitkfl  Winftif  and  his 
Kadeis  on  that  very  delicate  lid^e^^ 

98  Dupin  (B^bllolheqll»^  EcciefiaAIqne,  torn  i.  p.  195.)  give^^  a 
particular  account  of  ihc  dialogue  of  the  ten  virgins,  as  il  W4S  roin- 
pofcd  by  Methodius  bifliop  of  lyi*.  Tic  praiftc  of  viii^luii)  are 
fxceflive. 

99  The  Afcetic;  (as  eaily  as  the  fecond  century)  made  a  public  pro- 
fclTioii  of  mottifyi»i;  thtir  b^tti^s,  and  of  a4)ltaining  from  ihe  \iie  of 
fltih  and  wine.    Mv.fli«im,  p.  310. 

Y  3  Th<; 
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The  Chriftians  were  not  lefs  avcrfe  to  the  bu- 
fmefs  than  to  the  pleafures  of  this  world.  The 
Their  aver-  defence  of  our  perfons  and  property  they  knew 
bufineftof  not  bow^to  leconcile  with  the  patient  doftrine 
govern^  whicb  ciijaiiied  an  unlimited  forgivenefs  of  pad 
menu  injuries,  and  commanded  them  to  inTite  the  re? 
petition  of  frefli  infults.  Their  fimplicity  was 
offended  by  the  ufe  of  oaths,  by  the  pomp  of 
magiftracy,  and  by  the  adive  contention  of  pub- 
lic life,  nor  could  their  humane  ignorance  be 
convinced,  that  it  was  lawful  on  any  occafion  tp 
{bed  the  blood  of  our  fellow-creatures,  either  by 
the  fword  of  juftice,  or  by  that  of  war ;  even 
though  their  criminal  or  hoftile  attempts  (hould 
threaten  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  whole  com- 
munity ***.  It  was  acknowledged,  that  under  ^ 
lefs  perfeft  law,  the  powers  of  the  Jewi(h  com 
dilution  had  been  exercifed,  with  the  approba? 
tion  of  Heaven,  by  infpired  prophets  and  by 
anointed  kings.  The  Chriftians  felt  and  con? 
feflfed,  that  fuch  inftitutions  might  be  neceflary 
for  the  prefent  fyftem  of  the  world,  and  they 
cheerfully  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  thdr 
Pagan  governors.  But  while  they  inculcated  the 
maxims  of  paffive  obedience,  they  refufed  to  take 
any  a£tive  part  in  the  civil  adminiftration  or  the 
military  defence  of  the  empire.  Some  indul- 
gence might  perhaps  be  allowed  to  thofe  perfons 

'««  Seethe  Morale  €!es  Peres.  The  fatoe  patient  principles  haw 
been  re^'ivcd  iince  the  Ketormaiion  by  the  Socinians,  the  modem  Ana- 
baptilUj  and  the  Quakers.  Barclay,  the  apologift  of  the  Qiiakert»  bat 
protf6led  his  bieihren»  by  the  authority  uf  the  primitlvt  ChriftiaoSy 
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who,  before  their  converfion,  were  already  en-  chap. 
gaged  in  fuch  violent  and  fanguinary  occupa- 
tions *''';  but  it  v^as  impoffible  that  the  Chrir- 
tiansy  without  renouncing  a  more  facred  duty^ 
could  aflume  the  charaAer  of  foidiers,  of  magif^ 
trates,  or  of  princes  ***.  This  indolent,  or  even 
criminal  difregard  to  the  public  welfare,  expofed 
them  to  the  contempt  and  reproaches  of  the  Pa- 
gans, who  very  frequently  a&ed,  what  muft  be 
the  fate  of  the  empire,  attacked  on  every  fide  by 
the  barbarians,  if  all  mankind  (hould  adopt  the 
pufiUanimous  fentiitients  of  the  new  {e6t*^i 
To  this  infuhing  queftion  the  Chriftian  apolo- 
gifts  returned  obfcure  and  ambiguous  anfwers, 
as  they  were  unwilling  to  reveal  the  fecret  caufe 
of  their  fecurity;  the  expe£lation  that,  before 
the  converfion  of  mankind  was  accomplifhed^ 
war,  government,  the  Roman  empire,  and  the 
world  itfelf,  would  be  no  more.  It  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that,  in  this  inftance  likewife,  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  firft  Chrifiians  coincided  very  hap- 
pily Vith  their  religious  fcruptes,  and  that  their 
averfion  to  an  aftive  life  contributed  rather  to 
excufe  them  from  the  fervice,  than  to  exclude 
them  from  the  honours,  of  the  ftate  and  army« 

lot  TertuIIian,  Apolog.  c.  ar.  De  Idololatria,  c.  I7»  i8.  Origea 
contra  Celfum,  I.  v.  p.  »53.  1  vii.  p.  348.  I.  viii.  p.  413— 418. 
.  «o»  TertuUian  (de  Corona  Miliiis»,  c.  1 1.)  fuggcfts  to  them  the  ex- 
pedient of  dcfertingi  a  counfe),  which,  if  it  had  been  generally  known, 
was  not  very  proper  to  conciliate  the  favour  of  the  emperors  towards 
the  Chriftian  (ea. 

'ot  As  well  at  we  can  judge  from  the  mutilated  reprefentatlon  of 
Origen  (1.  viii.  p.  413. )•  ^i>  adverfary^  Celfut,  bad  urged  bit  objec- 
tion witb  great  force  an4  candour. 

Y  4  V.  But 
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V.  But  the  human  chara£ler,  however  it  may 
be  exalted  or  deprefled  by  a  temporary  enthu- 
fiafm,  will  return  by  degrees  to  its  proper  and 
natural  level,  and  will  refume  thofe  paffions  that 
TheChrif-  feem  the   moft  adapted  to  its  prefent  condition, 
in  the  go?  The  primitive  Chriftians  were  dead  to  the  bufi- 
^*fn™*'*'     nefs  and  pleafures  of  the  world ;  but  their  love 
church.      of  aAion,  which  could  never  be  entirely  extiif- 
guifiied,  foon  revived,  and  found  a  new  occu- 
pation in   the^  government  of  the  church.      A 
feparate  fociety,    which    attacked   the  eftablifbed 
religion   of  the   empire,  was    obliged    to  adopt 
fome  form  of  internal  policy,  and  to  appoint  a 
fufficient  number  of  minifters,  intruded  not  only 
with  the  fpiritual  funAions,  but  even  with  the 
temporal    direftion    of   the    Cbriftjan  common- 
wealth.    The  fM^ty  of  that  fociety,  its  honour, 
its  aggrandifement,  were  produ^ve,  even  in  the 
moft  pioii4  minds,  of  a  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  fuch 
as  the  lirft  of  the  Romans  had  felt  for  the  repub- 
lic, and  fometimes,  of  a  fimilar  indifference,  in 
the  ufe  of  whatever  means  might  probably  coi^* 
duce  to  fo  defirable  an  end.    The  ambition  of 
ndfing  themfelves  or  their  friends  to  the  honours 
and  offices  of  the  church,  was  difguifed  by  the 
laudable    intention  of    devoting    to  the   public 
benefit,  the  power  and  confideration,  which,  for 
that  purpofe  only,  it  became  their  duty  to  folicit. 
In  the  exercife  of  their  funftions,  they  were  fre» 
quently  called  upon  to  dete£t  the  errors  of  he^efy, 
or  the  arts  of  JFaflion,  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of 
perfidious  brethren,  to  ftigmatizc   their  charac* 
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tcts  with   dcferved  infomy,    and   to  expel   them  chap 
from  the  bofom  of  a  fociety,   whofe  peace  and  v,— vw 
happinefs  they   Had    attempted   to  difturb.     The 
ecclefiaftical    governors   of    the    Chriftians   were 
taught  to  unite  the  wifdom  of  the  ferpent  with 
the  innocence  of  the  dove;   but  as  the  former 
was  refined,  fo  the  latter  was  infenfibly  corrupted, 
by  the   habits   of  government.      In   the  church 
as  well  as  in  the  world,    the  perfons  who  were 
placed  in  any  public  ftation  rendered  themfelves 
confiderable  by  their  eloquence  and  firmnefs,  by 
their  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  by  their  dex- 
terity in  bufinefs ;  and  while  they  concealed  from 
others,  and  perhaps  from  themftlves,   the  fecret 
motives   of   their   conduct,    they   too   frequently 
relapfed  into  all  the  turbulent  pafCons  of  aflive 
life,    which   were    tinftured    with   an  additional    * 
degree  of  bitternefs  and  obftinacy  from  the  infufion 
of  fpiritual  zeal. 

The  government  of  the  church  has  often  been  itRprimi. 
the  fubjeft,  as  well  as  the  prize,  of  religious:  con-  [H^^  !^Id 
tention-      The  hoftile   difputants   of    Rome,    of  cqudiiry. 
Paris,   of   Oxford,   and   of  Geneva,    have   alike 
flruggled  to   reduce  the  primitive  and   apoftoHc 
model  ***,  to  the  refpeftive  ftandards  of  their  own 
policy.     The  few  who  have  purfued  this  inquiry 
with  more  candour  and  impartiality,  are  of  opi- 
nion ***%    that  the  apoftles  declined  the  office  of 

'o*  The  ariftcMrratical  party  in  France,  as  well  as  in  England,  hi$ 
ftrenuoiilly  maintained  the  divine  origin  of  bifhops.  Bur  rht;  Oiivin- 
iflicat  prclbyitrs  were  impatient  of  a  <'ii|)erior  j  and  the  Roman  Pon- 
tiff refuftrd  to  acknowledge  an  equal.     See  Fia  Paolo. 

'o$  In  the  hiftary  of  the  Chriftlan  hicrirchy,  I  Uavc,  for  the  moft 
party  fuliuwcd  the  learned  and  candid  Mofheim. 
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CHAP,  legiflation,  and  rather  chofe  to  endure  fome  par- 
tial fcandals  and  divifions,    than  to  exclude  the 
Chriflians   of  a  future   age  from   the  liberty  of 
varying   their  forms  of  ecclefiaftical  government 
according  to  the  changes  of  times  and  circum- 
ftances.     The   fcheme  of  policy,    which,   under 
their  approbation,  was  adopted  for  the  ufe  of  the 
firft  century,  may  be  difcovered  from  the  prac- 
tice of  Jerufalem,    of  Ephefus,   or  of  Corinth. 
The  focieties  which  were  inftituted  in  the  cities 
of  the  Roman  empire,  were  united  only  by  the 
ties   of  faith    and   charity.       Independence    and 
equality  formed  the  bafis  of  their  internal  con- 
ftitution.      The  want  of    difcipline   and   human 
learning  was  fupplied  by  the  occafional  afTiftance 
of  the  propheU  "**,  who  were  called  to  that  func* 
tion   without  diftindion  of  age,    of  fex,    or  of 
natural  abilities,  and  who,  as  often  as  they  felt 
the  divine  impulfe,  poured  forth  the  effufions  of 
the   fpirit   in  the  affembly   of  the  faithful.     But 
thefe  extraordinary  gifts  were  frequently  abnfed 
or  mifapplied   by  the   prophetic  teachers.     They 
difplayed  them  at  an  improper  feafon,  prefump^ 
tuoufly  didurbed  the  fervice  of  the  affembly,  and 
by  their  pride  or  miftaken  zeal  they  introduced, 
particularly  into  the  apoftolic  church  of  Corinth, 
a   long    and    melancholy    train    of    diforders  V'. 
As   the   inftitution   of  prophets    became    ufelefs, 

106  por  x\\t  prophets  of  the  primitive  churcb»  fee  Moflieim»  DiHer- 
tationes  ad  flitt. 'Kcclef.  pertinentes.  Coin.  ii.  p.  131—- zo8. 
V07  See  the  rpiltlct  of  St,  Fauly  and  of  Cleaien&|  to  the  Corinthj* 
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and  even  pernicious,  their  powers  were  with-  chap. 
drawn,  and  their  office  abolifhed.  The  public  v^^l^ 
funftions  of  religion  were  folely  intruded  to  the 
efiabliihed  minifters  of  the  church,  the  bijhops 
and  the  prejbyters ;  two  appellations,  which,  in 
their  firft  origin,  appear  to  have  diftinguilbed 
the  fame  office  and  the  fame  order  of  perfons. 
The  name  of  Prefbyter  was  exprcffive  of  their 
age,  or  rather  of  their  gravity  and  wifdom.  The 
title  of  Bifhop  denoted  their  infpeftion  over  the 
faith  and  manners  of  the  Chridians  who  were 
committed  to  their  padoral  care.  In  proportion 
to  the  refpeftive  numbers  of  the  faithful,  a  larger 
or  fmallcr  number  of  thefc  epif copal  prejbyters 
guided  each  infant  congregation  with  equal  autho* 
rity,  and  with  united  counfels  *^*. 

But  the  moft  perfeft  equality  of  freedom  re-  inftitutwii 
quire$  the  direfting  hand  of  a  fuperior  magiftrate ;  a$  »>rci?/* 
and  the  order  of  public  deliberations  foon  intro-  ^*^n"  «>f 
duces  the  office  of  a  prefident,  invefted  at  leaft  o^prc%. 
with   the  authority  of  colleclin'g   the  fentiments, 
and  of  executing  the  refolutions,  of  the  affembly, 
A  regard  for  the  public  tranquillity,  which  would 
fo  frequently  have  been  interrupted  by  annual  or 
by   occafional    eleftions,    induced    the    primitive 
Chriftians   to  conftitute  an   honourable  and  per- 
petual nvagiftracy,  and  to  choofe  one  of  the  wifeft 
and  moft  holy  among  their  prefbyters  to  execute, 
during  his  life,  the   duties  of  their  ecclefiaftical 
governor.     It  was  under  thefe  circumftances  that 
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CHAP,   the  lofty  title  'of   Bifliop    began   to    raife   itfelf 


XV. 


above  the  humble  appellation  of  Prefbyter ;  and. 
while  the  latter  remained  the  mod  natural  dif- 
tindlion  for  the  members  of  every  Chriftian 
fenzte,  the  former  was  appropriated  to  the  dig* 
nity  of  its  new  preddent  **'.  The  advantages  of 
this  epifcopal  form  of  government,  which  appears 
to  have  been  introduced  before  the  end  of  the 
firft  century"*,  were  fo  obvious,  and  fo  impor* 
tant  for  the  future  greatnefs,  as  well  as  the  prci- 
fent  peace,  of  Chriftianity,  that  it  was  adopted 
without  delay  by  all  the  focieties  which  were 
already  fcattered  over  the  empire,  had  acquired 
in  a  very  early  period  the  fanftion  of  antiquity  "% 
and  is  ftill  revered  by  the  moft  powerful  churches, 
both  of  the  £a(t  and  of  the  Wed,  as  a  primitive 
and  even  as  a  divius^  eftabli(hment  "\  It  is 
needlefs  to  obferve,  that  the  pious  and  humble 

>^  See  Jerome  ad  Tituin»  c.  i.  and  Epiftol.  85.  (in  tlie  Benedic- 
tine edition,  ios«)  and  the  elaborate  apology  of  BlondcU  pro  fenten- 
tia  Hieronymi.  The  ancient  date,  as  it  is  delcribed  by  Jerome^  of 
the  biAiop  and  pre(byters  oi  Alexandita,  receives  a  reiparkable  con- 
firmation from  the  pattiarch  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  i.  p.  330. 
Veri.'Pocock)  j  whofe  teltimony  I  know  not  know  to  reje^,  in  fptte 
of  all  the  objcdion^of  the  learned  Pearlbn  in  hisVindicisc  Ignatian«| 
part  i.  c.  1 1 . 

*<<>  See  the  introduAion  to  the  Apocalypfe.  Bifliops»  under  the 
name  of  angels,  were  already  iuttituied  in  ievcn  cities  of  Afia,  And 
yet  the  epiftle  of  Clemens  (which  is  probably  of  as  anci?nt  a  date) 
does  not  lead  us  to  difcover  any  traces  of  eptl'copacy  either  at  Corinth 
01-  Rome. 

>*>  Nulla  Ercleiia  fine  EpifcopOy  has  been  a  fa£l  as  well  as  a  maxim 
iince  the  time  of  Tertulliaii  and  Irenscus. 

'**  After  we  have  pafTcd  the  difficulties  of  the  firft  century,  we 
find  the  epifcopal  government  univerlally  cAablifiied,  till  it  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  rrpublican  genius  of  the  bwifs  and  German  reformers. 
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prefbytCTs,  who  were  firft  dignified  with  the  epif-  chap. 
copal  title,  could  not  poiTefs,  and  would  proba- 
bly have  rejeded,  the  poWer  and  pomp  which 
now  encircles  the  tiara  of  the  Roman  pontiff^  or 
the  mitre  of  a  German  prelate.  But  we  may 
define,  in  a  few  words,  the  narrow  limits  of  their 
original  jurifdiflion,  which  was  chiefly  of  a  fpi- 
ritual,  though  in  fome  inftances  of  a  temporal^ 
nature  "\  It  confided  in  the  admini/lration  of 
the  facraments  and  difcipline  of  the  church,  the 
fuperintendency  of  religious  ceremonies,  which 
imperceptibly  increafed  in  number  and  variety^ 
the  confecration  of  ecclefiaftical  minifters,  to 
whom  the  bi(hop  aifigned  their  refpeftive  func- 
tions>  the  management  of  the  public  fund,  and 
the  determination  of  all  fuch  differences  as  the 
faithful  were  unwilling  to  expolf  before  the  tri« 
bunal  of  an  idolatrous  judge.  Thefe  powers, 
during  a  fhort  period,  were  exercifed  according 
to  the  advice  of  the  prefbyteral  college,  and  with 
the  confent  and  approbation  of  the  aifembly  of 
Chriflians.  The  primitive  bifhops  were  con- 
fldered  only  as  the  firft  of  their  equals,  and  the 
honourable  fervants  of  a  free  people.  Whenever 
the  epifcopal  chair  became  vacant  by  death,  a 
new  prefident  was  chofen  among  the  prefbytets 
by  th^  fuffrage^  of  the  whole  congregation,  every 

>>l  SeeMolheini  in  the  firiil  and  fecond  centuries.  Ignatius  (a'i 
Smyrnxos,  c.  3,  &c.)  is  fun)  of  exalting  the  epifcopai  dignity,  Le 
Clerc  (Kift.  Ecclef.  p.  569.)  very  bluntly  cenfuret  his  conduct. 
Moiheim,  with  a  more  critical  judgment  {p.  16 1.),  fufpe^ls  the 
purity  even  of  the  fmaller  epiilles. 
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CHAP,   member  of  which  fuppofed  himfelf  invefted  with 

._^yi,_.  a  facred  and  facerdotal  charafter  "*. 

Provincial        Such  was  the  mild  and  equal  confliitution  by 

councils,  ^jjj^i^  ^jjg  Chriftians  were  governed  more  than 
an  hundred  years  after  the  death  of  the  apoftles. 
Every  fociety  formed  within  itfelf  a  feparate  and 
independent  republic :  and  although  the  moft 
diftant  of  thefe  little  ftates  maintained  a  mutual 
as  well  as  friendly  intercourfe  of  letters  and  depu- 
tations, the  Chrirtian  world  was  not  yet  connefted 
by  any  fupreme  authority  or  legiflative  affem- 
bly.  As  the  numbers  of  the  faithful  were  gra- 
dually multiplied,  they  dilcovered  the  advantages 
that  might  refult  from  a  clofer  union  of  their 
intereft  and  dcfigns.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
fecond  century,  the  churches  of  Greece  and  Afia 
adopted  the  ufirful  inftituiions  of  provincial  fy- 
nods,  and  they  may  juflly  be  fuppofed  to  have 
borrowed  the  model  of  a  reprefentative  council 
from  the  celebrated  examples  of  their  own  coun- 
try, the  Araphiftyons,  the  Achaean  league,  or 
the  aifemblies  of  the  Ionian  cities.  It  was  fbon 
eftabliflied  as  a  cuftom  and  as  a  law,  that  the 
bifliops  of  the  independent  churches  fhould  meet 
in  the  capital  of  the  province  at  the  ftated  periods 
of  fpring  and  autumn.  Their  deliberations  were 
aiiifted  by  the  advice  of  a  few  diftinguiihed 
prefbyters,  and  moderated  by  the  prefence  of  a 

■'4  Nonne  et  Laici  facerdotes  fumus  ?  Tertullian,  Exhort,  sd 
Caftitat.  c.  7.  As  the  human  heart  is  (iiM  the  fame,  fevcral  of  the 
obfcrvations  which  Mr.  Hume  has  made  on  Enthufufm  (Kflays,  vol.  u 
p.  76,  quarto  edit.),  may  be  applied  even  to  real  infpiration. 
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liftening  ,  multitude  "*.      Thdr    decrees,    which'  chap. 
were  ftyled   Canons,    regulated   every  important 
controverfy  of  faith  and  difcipline ;   and  it  was 
natural  to  believe  that  a  liberal  eflFufion  of  the 
holy  fpirit  would  be  poured  on  the  united  alTeni* 
bly   of   the    delegates  of   the   Chriftian    people. 
The  inftitution  of  fynods  was  fo  well  fuited  to 
private  ambition  and  to  public  intereft,  that  in 
the  fpace  of  a  few  years  it  was  received  through- 
out the  whole  empire.     A  regular  correfpondence  Union  of 
was  eftabliOied   between  the  provincial  councils,  ^^"*^"'^'*- 
which    mutually    communicated    and    approved 
their  refpe^ive    proceedings ;    and  the    catholic 
church  foon  aiTumed  the  form,  and  acquired  the 
ftrength,  of  a  great  foederative  republic  "^ 

As  the  legifl^ive  authority  of  the  particular  Progrer«of 
churches  was  infcnfibly  fuperfeded  by  the  ufe  of  ^ut^)^^ 
councils,  the  oiibops  obtained  by  their  alliance 
a  much  larger  (hare  of  executive  and  arbitrary 
power ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  conneded  by  a 
fenfe  of  their  common  intereft,  they  were  ena«» 
bled  to  attack,  with  united  vigour,  the  original 
rights  of  their  clergy  and  people.  The  prelates 
of  the  third  century  imperceptibly  changed  the 
language  of  exhortation  into  that  of  command, 
fcattered  the  feeds  of    future  ufurpations,    and 

"S  Afta  Concil.  Carthag.  apud  Cyprian.  EJit.  Fell,  p.  15a. 
This  council  was  comi^jfrd  of  eighty- leven  bifhops  from  thep»ovinces 
•f  Mauritaniay  Numidia,  and  Africa;  fome  prelbyters  and  Jeaaons 
aflifted  at  the  alfeiTibly }  pracfente  plebis  maxima  pane. 

'*^  Aguntur  praeterea  per  Grauias  ilUs,  ccrtis  in  locis  concilia,' 
&c.  Tenuliian  de  Jeianiis,  c.  13.  The  African  mentions  it  at  a 
recent  and  foreign  inliitution.  The  co;ilition  of  the  Chriftiaa 
churchca  is  very  ably  cxpl-iined  hy  Mo(h;:im,  p.  164—170. 
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o  H  A  p.  jtiippliedy  by  fcnpture  allegories  and  declamatory 
rhetoric,  their  deficiency  of  force  and  of  reafon* 
They  exahed  the  unity  and  power  of  the  church, 
as  it  was  reprefentedin  the  episcopal  office, 
of  which  every  blOiop  enjoyed  an  equal  and  un- 
divided portion  "^  Princes  and  magiftrates,  it 
was  often  repeated,  might  boaft  an  earthly  claim 
to  a  tranfitory  dominion :  it  was  the  epifcopal 
authority  alone  which  was  derived  from  the  Deity, 
and  extended  itfelf  over  this  and  over  another 
world.  The  biihops  were  the  vicegerents  of 
Chrift,  the  fucceiTors  of  the  apoftles,  and  the 
myttic  fubftitutes  of  the  high  prieft  of  the  Mo- 
iaic  law.  Their  exclufive  privilege  of  confer- 
ring the  facerdotai  charader,  invaded  the  freedoqi 
both  of  clerical  and  of  popular  eledions;  and 
if,  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  church,  they  ftill 
cohfulted  the  judgment  of  the  prelbyters,  or  the 
inclination  of  the  people,  they  moil  carefully 
inculcated  the  merit  of  fuch  a  voluntary  conde* 
fcenfion.  The  bifliops  acknowledged  the  fupreme 
authority  which  refided  in  the  aQembly  of  their 
brethren  -,  but  in  the  government  of  his  peculiar 
diocefe,  each  of  them  exacted  from  his  jftock  the 
£ime  implicit  obedience  as  if  that  favourite  me- 
taphor had  been  literally  juft,  and  as  if  the  fhep- 
herd  had  been  of  a  more  exalted  nature  than 
that  of  his  flieep  "\    This  obedience^  however, 

**t  Cyprian,  in  his  admired  treatife  De  Unitatc  Ecdeftaey  p.  75— 
W. 

«••  We  may  appeal  to  the  whole  tenor  of  Cypnan't  conduA»  of  his 
dodrine«  and  of  bi*  E  pi  (tics.  Le  ClerCy  in  a  fliorl  ]ifc  of  Cyprian 
(Biblioth^qu'e  Univerfelle,  torn.  xii.  p.  107—378  }  hat  laid  him  open 
with  great  freedom  and  accm acy. 
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tras  not  impofed  without  Tome  efforts  on  one  chap. 
fide,  and  fome  refiftance  on  the  other.  The  de-  ■_,  ^^ 
mocratical  part  of  the  conftitution  was,  in  many 
places,  very  warmly  fupported  by  the  zealous  or 
interefted  oppofition  of  the  inferior  clergy.  But 
their  patriotifm  received  the  ignominious  epithets 
of  faction  and  fchifm ;  and  the  epifcopal  caufe 
was  indebted  for  its  rapid  progrefs  to  the  labours 
of  many  a£iive  prelates,  who,  like  Cyprian  of 
Carthage,  could  reconcile  the  arts  of  the  mod: 
ambitious  flatefman  with  the  Chriftian'  virtues 
which  feem  adapted  to  the  charafter  of  a  famt  and 
martyr  "^ 

The  fame  caufes  which  at  firft  had  deftroyed  Pre-cml. 
the  equality  of  the  prelbyters,  introduced  among  "^c  metrtt. 
the  bifliops  a  pre-eminence  of  rank,  and  from  poHtan 
thence  a  fuperiority  of  jurifdiftion.     As  often  as 
in  the  fpring  and  autumn  they  met  in  provincial 
fynod,  the  difference   of  perfonal  merit  and  re* 
putatioH  was  very  fenfibly  felt  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  aflembly,  and  the  multitude  Was  go- 
verned by  the  wifdom  and  eloquence  of  the  few* 
But  the  order  of  public  proceedings  required  a 
more  regular  and  lefs  invidious  diftin£lion ;    ih6 
office  of  perpetual  prefidents   in  the  councils  of 
each  province,  was  conferred  on  the  btfhops  o£ 
the    principal  city,    and    thefe   afpiring  prelates^ 
who   foon  acquired  the  lofty  titles  of  Metropc^ 

v<9  If  Novatut,  Feiiciiiimut,  &c.  whom  the  btihop  of  Carthage  ex. 
pelled  from  his  churchy  and  from  Africa,  were  not  the  moft  deteftabl# 
roonftert  of  wickediiefs,  the  teal  of  Cyprian  muft  occafionally  havt 
prevailed  over  his  veracity.  For  a  very  jaft  accoimt  of  tbcle  obfcnrt 
quarrels,  fee  Mofhcim,  p.  497— 5i»« 

Vol.  II.  Z  litant 
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CHAP, 
XV. 


litans  and  Primates,  fecretly  prepared  themfelves 
to  ufurp  over  their  epifcopal  brethren  the  fame 
authority  which  the  bifliops  had  fo  lately  aflfumed 
above  the  college  of  prefbyters"^  Nor  was  it 
long  before  an  emulation  of  pre-eminence  and 
power  prevailed  among  the  metropolitans  them- 
felves, each  of  them  affeding  to  difplay,  in  the 
mod  pompous  terms,  the  temporal  honours  and 
advantages  of  the  city  over  which  he  prefided; 
the  numbers  and  opulence  of  the  Chriftians,  who 
were  fubjedt  to  their  paftoral  care ;  the  faints  and 
martyrs  who  had  arifen  among  them,  and  the 
purity  with  which  they  preferved  the  tradition 
of  the  faith,  as  it  had  been  tranfmitted  through 
a  feries  of  orthodox  biftiops  from  the  apoftle  or 
the  apoflolic  difciple,  to  whom  the  foundation  of 
their  church  was  afcribed"'.  From  every  caufe 
either  of  a  civil  or  of  an  ecclefiaftical  nature,  it 
was  eafy  to  forefee  that  Rome  muft  enjoy  the 
refpeO:,  and  would  foon  claim  the  obedience, 
AmWtion  of  the  provinces.  The  fociety  of  the  faithful 
Roman  bofe  a  juft  proportion  to  the  capital  of  the  em- 
poniifF.  pi|.^.  and  the  Roman  church  was  the  greateft, 
the  mod  numerous,  and,  in  regard  to  the  Weft, 
the  moft  ancient  of  all  the  Chriftian  eftablifli- 
ments,  many  of  which  had  received  their  reli- 
gion from  the  pious  labours  of  her  miffionaries. 
Inftead  of  one  apoftolic  founder,  the  utmofl:  boaft 

'»o  Moflieim,  p.  169.  574.,  Dii|»in,  Antiquae  Ecclef.  Difciplin, 
p«  19,  10. 

•*«  Tertullian,  in  a  diftinfl  trfatife,  has  pleaded  againft  the  he- 
retics, the  right  of  prefcription,  as  it  was  held  by  the  apoftolic 
churches. 
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of  Antioch,  of  Ephefus,  or  of  Corinth,  the  c  h  a  p. 
banks  of  the  Tyber  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
honoured  with  the  preaching  and  martyrdom  of 
the  two  moft  eminent  among  the  apoftles"*}. 
and  the  bifliops  of  Rome  very  prudently  claimed 
the  inheritance  of  whatfoever  prerogatives  were 
attributed  either  to  the  perfon  or  to  the  office 
of  St.  Peter  '*'.  The  bilhops  of  Italy  and  of 
the  provinces  were  difpofed  to  allow  them  a 
primacy  of  order  and  aflbciation  (fuch  was  their 
very  accurate  expreflion)  in  the  Chriftian  ariflo- 
cracy  ■**.  But  the  power  of  a  monarch  was  re- 
jected with  abhorrence,  and  the  afpiring  genius 
of  Rome  experienced  from  the  nations  of  Afia 
and  Africa,  a  more  vigorous  refiftance  to  her 
fpiritual,  than  ihe  had  formerly  done  to  her  tem- 
poral, dominion.  The  patriotic  Cyprian,  who 
ruled  with  the  moft  abfolute  fway  the  church 
of  Carthage  and  the  provincial  fynods,  oppofed 

»*»  The  journey  of  St.  Peter  to  Rome  is  mentioned  ^y  moft  of  the 
anicents  (reeEufebius,  ii.  25.),  maintained  by  all  the  catholics,  al- 
lowed by  fomc  proteftants  (fee  Pearfon  and  Dodwell  de  SuccefT.  Epif- 
cop.  Roman.),  but  has  been  vigoroufly  attacked  by  Spanheim  (Mif- 
cellanea  Sacra,  iii.  5.)  •  According  to  father  Hardouin,  the  monks  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  who  compofcd  the  -ffineid,  rcprefented  Si,  Peter 
under  the  allegorical  chara£ler  of  the  Trojan  hero. 

**s  It  is  in  French  only,  that  the  famous  allulion  to  St.  Peter^a 
name  is  exaft,  Tu  es  Pierrtet  fur  cette^Vrrr.— The  fame  is  imperfcft 
in  Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  &c.  and  totally  unintelligible  in  our  Teutonic 
]angu;iges. 

"4.  Irenseut  adv.  Hsrefes,  iii.  3.  Tertullian  de  Praefcription, 
c.  36,  and  Cyprian  Epiitol.  17.  5^5.  71.  75<  Le  Clcrc  (Hift.  Ecclef.. 
p.  764.)  and  Mofheim  (p.  258.  278.)  labour  in  the  interpretation  of 
thefe  paifages.  But  the  loofe  and  rhetorical  ftyle  of  the  fathers  often 
appears  favourable  to  the  pretenfions  of  Rome. 

Z  2  with 
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^  ^v  ^*  ^*  tefolution  and  fuccefs  the  ambition  of  the 
i^^.'Lmf  Roman  pontiff,  artfully  conneded  his  own  caufe 
with  that  of  the  eaftem  bifliops,  and,  like  Han- 
ftibal,  fought  out  new  allies  in  the  heart  of 
Alia  '^^  if  this  Punic  war  was  carried  on  with* 
eut  any  effufion  of  blood,  it  was  owing  much 
kfs  to  the  moderation  than  to  the  weaknefa  of 
the  contending  prelates.  InVedives  and  excom- 
munications were  their  only  weapons ;  and  thefe^ 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  whole  controverfy, 
they  hurled  againft  each  other  with  equal  fury 
and  devotion.  The  hard  neceflky  of  cenfuring 
either  a  pope,  or  a  faint  and  martyr,  diftreflea 
the  modern  catholics,  whenever  they  are  obliged 
to  relate  the  particulars  of  a  difpute,  io  which 
the  champions  of  religion  indulged  fuch  pafliona 
as  feem  much  more  adapted  to  the  fenate  or  to  the 
camp***, 
laity  and  The  progrefs  of  the  ecclefiaftical  authority 
*^^'  gave  birth  to  the  memorable  diftrnftion  of  the 
hity  and  of  the  clergy,  which  had  been  unknown 
to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  **\  The  former  of 
thefe  appellations  comprehended  the  body  of  the 
Chriftian  people ;  tlie  latter,  according  to  the 
fignification  of  the  word,  was  appropriated  to^ 
the  chofen  portion  that  had  been  fet  apart  for 

«>{  See  the  iharp  epiftle  from  Firmilianus '  bifiiop  of  defarea,  to 
Stephen  biibop  of  Rome,  ap,  Cyprian.  Epiftol.  75. 

^^  Concerning  this  difpute  of  the  re-baptifm  of  heretics  |  fee  tbt 
•piftlcs  of  Cyprian,  and  the  feventh  book  of  £ufebiu». 
^117  For  the  origin  of  thefe  words,  lee  Molheim,  p.  141*  Spanbein, 
H»ft.  Ecciefiaft.  p.  63^3.     The  di(iinai\>n  of  Gm^M  and  Lssaa  was  efta* 
¥li(hed  before  the  tinif  of  TeitiiUian, 
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the  fervice  of  religion ;  a  celebrated  order  of  char 
men  which  has  fumiflied  the  mod  important,  ^^^^\j 
though  not  always  the  moft  edifying,  Aibjeft^ 
for  modem  hiftory.  Their  mutual  hoftilities 
fometimes  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  infent 
church,  but  their  zeal  and  aftivity  we're  united 
in  the  common  caufe,  and  the  love  of  po^er, 
which  (under  the  mofl:  artful  difguifes)  could 
infmuate  itfelf  into  the  breafts  of  bifliops  and 
martyrs,  animated  them  to  increafe  the  number 
of  their  fubjefts,  and  to  enlarge  the  limits  of 
the  Chriflian  empire^  They  were  deflitute  of 
any  temporal  force,  and  they  were  for  a  long 
time  difcouraged  and  oppreiTed,  rather  than  afl 
filled,  by  the  civil  magiftrate ;  but  they  had  ac- 
quired, and  they  employed  within  their  own 
fociety,  the  two  moft  efBcacious  inftruments  of 
government,  rewards  and  punifliments  ;  the  former 
derived  from  the  pious  liberality,  the  latter  from 
the  devout  apprehenfions,  of  the  faithful. 

I.  The  community  of  goods,    which   had   fo  oblttloni 
agreeably  amufed   the   imagination    of   Plato"',  ^"^"yV- 
and  which  fubfifted  in  Ibme  degree  among  the  churdu 
auftere  k€t  of  the  Effenians '%  was  adopted  for 
a  ihort  time  in   the  primitive  church.     The  fer- 
vour  of  the  firft   profelytes    prompted   them   to 
fell    thofe  worldly    poffefTions,    which  they   de- 

***  The  comnianity  inftituted  by  Plato,  is  more  perfect  than  that 
which  Sir  Thomas  More  had  imagined  for  hi«  Utopia.  The  com- 
mtinity  of  women,  and  thst  of  temporal  goods,  maybe  confidered  at 
iofeparable  parts  of  the  fame  fyftem. 

'*9  Jofepb.  Antiquitat.  xviii.  %.    Philo,  de  Vlt.  Contemplatir. 

Z  3  fpifed,, 
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CHAP,  fpifed,  to  lay  the  price  of  them  at  the  feet  of 
I  the  apoftles,  and  to  content  thenifelves  with  re* 
ceiving  an  equal  fhare  out  of  the  general  diftribu- 
tion"°.  The  progrefs  of  the  Chriftian  religion 
relaxed,  and  gradually  aboliflied  this  generous 
inftitution,  which,  in  hands  lefs  pure  than  thofe 
of  the  apoftles,  would  too  foon  have  been  cor* 
rupted  and  abufed  by  the  returning  felfiflinefs  of 
human  nature;  and  the  converts  who  embraced 
the  new  religion  were  permitted  to  retain  the 
pofleilion  of  their  patrimony,  to  receive  legacies 
and  inheritances,  and  to'  increafe  their  feparate 
property  by  all  the  lawful  means  of  trade  and 
induftry.  Indead  of  an  abfolute  facrifice,  a 
moderate  proportion  was  accepted  by  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  gofpelj  and  in  their  weekly  or 
monthly  aflemblies,  every  believer,  according  to 
the  exigency  of  the  occafion,  and  the  meafure  of 
)iis  wealth  and  piety,  prefented  his  voluntary 
offering  for  the  ufe  of  the  common  fund  "'*. 
Nothing,  however  inconfiderable,  was  refufed; 
but  it  was  diligently  inculcated,  that,  in  the 
article  of  Tythes,  the  Mofaic  law  was  ftill  of 
divine  obligation  ;  and  thac  fmce  the  Jews,  under 
a  lefs  perfed  difcipline,  had  been  commanded 
to  pay  a  tenth  part  of  all  that  they  poflefled, 
it  would  become  the  difciples  of  Chrift  to  diftin- 
guifti  themfelves    by  a  fuperior  degree   of  libe- 

no  See  the  AiU  of  the  Apollles,  c.».  4,  5.  with  Grotius*«  Com- 
itieniaiy.  Modieiin,  in  a  particular  diflTeitatioD,  attacks  the  common 
opinion  with  very  inconclufive  arguments, 

•»«  Juflin,  Martyr,  Apolog. Major,  c.  89*    TcitulUan,  Apolog. 
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hdity  *'%  and  to  acquire  fome  merit  by  refigiir  chap. 
ing  a  fuperfluous  treafure,  whicli  mufl  fo  foQn  \>^^^^^ 
be  annihilated  with  the  world  itfelf  *"•  It  is 
almoft  unneceflfary  to  obfcrve,  that  the  revenue 
of  each  particular  church,  which  was  of  fo  un* 
certain  and  fluctuating  a  nature,  raufl  have  varied 
with  the  poverty  or  the  opulence  of  the  faithful, 
as  they  were  difperfed  in  obfcure  villages,  or 
collected  in  the  great  cities  of  the  empire.  In 
the  time  of  the  emperor  Decius,  it  was  the  opi- 
nion  of  the  magiftrates,  that  the  Chriftians  of 
Rome  were  poflefled  of  very  confiderable  wealth  ; 
that  veflels  of  gold  and  filver  were  ufed  in  their 
religious  worihip,  and  that  many  among  their 
profelytes  had  fold  their  lands  and  houfes  to 
increade  the  public  riches  of  the  fe6t,  at  the 
expence,  indeed,  of  their  unfortunate  children, 
who  found  themfelves  beggars,  becaufe  their 
parents  bad  been   faints '^\     We    fhould   liften 

with 


>!*  Irenaeut  ad  Hacref.  1.  iv.  c.  17.  )4.  Orlgen  in  Num.  Horn,  il* 
Cyprian  d€  Unitat.  Ecclef.  Confticiit.  Apoflol.  1.  ii.  c.  34,  35.  with 
the  Dotet  of  Cotelerius.  The  Conftitutioos  introduce  this  divine  pre- 
ccpfy  by  declaring  that  priefts  are  as  much  above  kings,  as  the  foul  it 
above  the  body.  Among  the  tythahle  articles,  they  enumerate  corn, 
wine,  oii,  and  wood.  On  this  interefting  fubje^,  conlult  Piideaux's 
Hiftory  of  Tythes,  and  Fi a- Paolo  dclle  Materie  Beneficiarie ;  two 
writers  of  a  very  different  character. 

<I3  The  fame  opinion  which  prevailed  about  the  year  one  thoufand, 
was  prodoftive  of  the  fame  effects.  Moft  of  the  Donations  exprcff 
their  motive,  **  appropinquante  mundi  fine."  See  Mo(heim*t  Gc^ 
nerai  Hiftory  of  the  Chuich,  vol.  i.  p.  4.57. 

■14  Turn  fumma  cura  eft  fratribut 
(Ut  fermo  teftatur  loquaz.) 
Offerre,  fund  is  venditit 
$eftertiorum  millia. 
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CHAP,  vrith  diftruft  to  the  fufpicions  of  ftrangers  and 

enemies  :  on  this  occafion,  however,  they  receive 

a  very  fpecious  and  probable  colour   from   the 

two  following  circur«\tances9  the  only  ones  that 

have  reached  our  knowledge^  which  define  any 

precife  fums,  or  convey  any  diftin£t  idea*     AU 

jnoft  at  the  fame  period,  the  bilhop  of  Carthage^ 

from  a  fociety  lefs  opulent  than  that  of  Rome^ 

coUeded  an  hundred   thoufand  fefterces  (above 

eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling),  on  a 

fudden  call  of  charity  to  redeem  the  brethren  of 

Numidia,   who  had  been  carried  away  captives 

by  the  barbarians  of  the  defert'".    About  an 

hundred  years  before  tiie  reign  of  Decius,  the 

Roman  church  had  received,  in  a  Angle  dona« 

tion,  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  fefterces 

from  a  ftranger  of  Pontus,  who  propofed  to  fix 

his  refidence  in  the  capital  *'*•    Theie  oblations, 

for  the  moft  part,  were  made  in  money;  nor 

Addlfta  avoram  pnedia 
FoeJii  Tub  auAiombus^ 
Succcflor  exheres  geinit 
San^l't  egens  Parentibus* 
HflBc  occuluntur  abditis 
Eccltfiarum  in  AnguHs« 
£t  furoma  pieta«  creditur 
Mudare  dulcet  liberot. 

Prudent.  «rtpi  n^nwF.  Hymn*  f • 

Tbe  fobTcqiient  eonduft  of  the  deacon  Laurence,  oaly  proves  how 
proper  a  ufe  was  made  of  the  wealth  of  the  Roooan  church  $  it  was 
undoubtedly  very  confiderablei  but  Fra-Paolo  (c.  3.)  appears  to  ei. 
aggerate,  when  he  fuppoics  tliat  the  fucceflbrs  of  Como^odus  were 
urged  to  perfecute  the  Chriltians  by  their  own  av«rice»  or  that  of  their 
Praetorian  praeie^s. 

I3S  Cyprian.  Epiftol.  61. 

'3*  Tcftollian  dc  Prefcriptfone,  c*  30* 

was 
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was  the  fociety  of  Chriftians  either  defirous  or  chap. 
capable  of  acquiring,  to  any  confiderable  degree,  ._^^l^j. 
the   incumbrance  of    landed  property.      It    had 
been    provided    by    feveral    laws,    which    were 
enabled  with  the  fame  defign  as  our  ftatutes  of 
mortmain,  that  no  real  edates  (hould  be  given  or 
bequeathed  to  any  corporate  body,  without  either 
a   fpecial    privilege    or   a   particular  difpenfatioQ 
from   the   emperor  or  from  the  fenate  '^^ ;  who 
were  feldom  difpofed  to  grant  them  in  favour  of 
a  fed,  at  firft  the  objedl  of  their  contempt,  and 
iat  laft  of  their  fears  and  jealoufy.     A  tranfaftion 
however  is  related  under  the  reign  of  Alexander 
Severus,  which  difcovers   that   the  reftraint  was 
fometimes  eluded  or    fufpended,    and    that    the 
Chriftians  were  permitted  to  claim  and  to  polTefs  • 
lands  within  the  limits  of  Rome  itfelf'.     The 
progrefs  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  civil  confufiofi 
of  the  empire,  contributed  to  relax  the  feverity 
of  the  laws,  and  before  the  clofe  of  the   third 
century  many  confiderable  eftates  were  beftowed 
on  the  opulent  churches  of  Rome,  Milan,  Car- 
thage, Antioch,  Alexandria,  and  the  other  great 
cities  of  Italy  and  the  provinces. 

The  bifliop   was  the  natural   fteward   of    the  DJftriHa.' 
church ;   the   public   ftock   was  intrufted   to  his  "®"  ®^  '^ 

^  *  reveniM* 

*I7  Diocletian  gave  a  refcnpt,  which  U  only  a  declaration  of  the 
p\d  hw  :  "  CoUcgium,  fi  nullo  fpeciali  privilegio  fubnixum  (it, 
haereditatem  capcre  non  poflTc,  dubium  non  eft/*  Fra-Paolo  (c.  4.) 
thinkt  that  thefe  regulations  bad  been  much  negleAed  finee  the  reiga  ^ 

of  Valerian. 

>3*  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  1 31.  The  ground  had  been  public)  and 
was  now  difputed  between  the  ibciciy  of  Chriftians,  and  that  of 
btttchcrt* 

6  care 
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care  without  siccounc  or  controul ;  the  prefbyters 
were   confined   to   their  fpiritual   funftions,    and 
the  more  dependent  order  of  deacons  was  folely 
employed  m  the  management  and  diftribution  of 
the  ecclefiaftical   revenue'".      If    we   may    give 
credit  to  the  vehement  declamations  of  Cyprian, 
there  were  too  many  among  his  African  brethren, 
who,  in  the  execution  of  their  charge,  violated 
every  precept,  not   only  of  evangelic  perfeftion, 
but  even  of  moral  virtue.     By  fome  of  thefe  un- 
feithful  ftewards  the  riches  of  the  church  were 
lavifhed  in  fenfual  pleafures,  by  others  they  were 
perverted   to   the   purpofes   of   private    gain,    of 
fraudulent  purchafes,  and  of  rapacious  ufury'*^. 
But  as  long  as  the  contributions  of  the  Chriftian 
people  were  frde  and  unconftrained,  the  abufe  of 
their  confidence  could  not  be  very  frequent,  and 
the    general    ufes   to   which   their   liberality   was 
applied,  reflefted  honour  on  the  religious  fociety. 
A  decent  portion   was  referved   for  the   mainte- 
nance of  the  bilhop  and  his  clergy ;  a  fufficient 
fum  was  allotted  for  the  expences  of  the  public 
worfliip,  of  which  the  feafts  of  love,  the  agapa^ 
as  they  were  called,  conilituted  a  very  pleafing 
part.     The  whole  remainder  was  the  facred  pa^- 
trimony  of  the  poor.     According  to  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  bilhop,  it  was  diflributed  to  fupport 
widows  and  orphans,  the  lame,  the  Tick,  and  the 
aged   of  the  community  j    to  comfort   ftrangers 
and  pilgrims,  and  to  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of 

119  Gonftirut.  Apoftol.  ii.js. . 

■40  Cyprian  de  Lipfis,  p.  {9.    Epiftoi.  JS5.    The  charge  fa  coa- 
firmed  by  the  19th  and  aotli  canon  of  the  council  of  liliberis. 
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prifoners  and  captives,  more  efpecially  when  chap. 
their  fufferings  had  been  occafioned  by  their  firm  ^ 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  religion  **".  A  gene- 
rous intercourfe  of  charity  united  the  moll 
diftant  provinces,  and  the  fmaller  congregations 
were  cheerfully  affifted  by  the  alms  of  their  more 
opulent  brethren'**.  Such  an  inftitution,  which 
paid  iefs  regard  to  the  merit  than  to  the  diftrefs 
of  the  objeft,  very  materially  conduced  to  the 
progrefs  of  Chriftianity.  The  Pagans,  who  were 
aduated  by  a  fenfe  of  humanity,  while  they  de- 
rided the  doftrines,  acknowledged  the  benevo- 
lence, of  the  new  fedt'*'.  The  profpedl  of  im- 
mediate relief  and  of  future  protedion  allured 
into  its  hofpitable  bofom  many  of  thofe  unhappy 
perfons  whom  the  negleft  of  the  world  would  n 
have  abandoned  to  the  miferies  of  want,  of  fick- 
nefs,  and  of  old  age.  There  is  fome  reafon  like- 
wife  to  believe,  that  great  numbers  of  infants, 
who,  according  to  the  inhuman  pradHce  of  the 
times,  had  been  expofed  by  their  parents,  were 
frequently  refcued  from  death,  baptifed,  edu- 
cated, and  maintained  by  the  piety  of  the  Chrif- 
tians,    and  at  the  expence  of   the  public  trea- 

11.  It. 

V4(  See  the  apologies  of  Juftin,  Tertullian,  &c. 

<4>  The  wealth  and  liberality  of  the  Romans  to  their  rood  diftanc 
bfetbren  is  gratefully  celebrated  by  Dionyfius  of  Corinth^  ap«  Eufeb. 
1.  iv.  c.a^. 

*4t  See  Lucian  in  Peregrin.  Julian  (Epift.  49.)  feemt  mortified, 
that  the  Chnilian  chanty  maintains  not  only  their  own,  but  likewife 
die  heathen  poor. 

<44  Sucby  at  leafty  has  been  the  laudable  conduft  of  more  modem 
mifiioDaries,  under  the  fame  circumfttnces.    Above  three  tboufand 
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11.  It  is  the  undoubted  right  of  every  focicty 
to  exclude    from   its    communion    and    benefits 
fuch  among  its  members  as  rejeft  or  violate  thofe 
regulations  which  have  been  eftStblifhed  by  gene- 
ral confent.     In  the  exercife  of  this  power,  the 
cenfures   of    the   Chriftian   church    were   chiefly 
direfted  againft  fcandalous  fmners,   and  particu- 
larly thofe  who  were  guilty  of  murder,  of  fraud, 
or  of  incontinence ;  againft  the  authors,  or  the 
followers   of   any   heretical   opinions   which   had 
been  condemned  by  the  judgment  of  the  epifco- 
pal   order;   and  againfl:   thofe   unhappy  perfons, 
who,  whether  from  choice  or  from  compulfion, 
had  polluted   themfelves   after  their  baptifm  by 
any  ad  of  idolatrous  worfliip.     The  confequences 
of  excommunication  were  of  a  temporal  as  well 
as  a    fpiritual    nature.       The  Chriftian    againft 
whom  it  was  pronounced,  was  deprived  of  any 
part  in  the  oblations  of  the  faithfuL     The  ties 
both  of  religious  and  of  private  friendlhip  were 
diflfolved :  he  found  himfelf  a  profane  obje£t  of 
abhorrence   to  the  perfons   whom   he  the  moft 
efteemed,  or  by  whom  he   had  been  the  moft 
tenderly  beloved ;    and   as  far  as  an  expulfion 
from  a  refpeftable  fociety  could  imprint  on  his 
character  a  mark  of  difgrace,  he  was  (hunned  or 
fufpefted  by   the  generality  of  mankind.      The 
fituation  of  thefe  unfortunate  exiles  was  in  itfelf 
very  painful  and  melancholy  i  but,  as  it  ufually 
happens,   their  apprehenfions  far  exceeded   their 

new  boru  infants  are  annually  expofed  in  the  ftreets  of  Pekin.  See 
Le  Comte  Memoires  fur  laChiii^,  and  the  Kechercbes  f\if  Us  Chinoit 
ct  ks  EgyptienSj  torn.  i.  p.  6x« 
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fuflFerings*  The  benefits  of  the  ^  Cbriftian  com-  chap. 
munion  were  thofe  of  eternal  life,  nor  could  they 
erafe  from  their  minds  the  awful  opinion,  that 
to  thofe  ecclefiaftical  governors  by  whom  they 
were  condemned,  the  Deity  had  committed  the 
keys  of  Hell  and  of  Paradife.  The  heretics,  in- 
deed, who  might  be  fupported  by  the  confciouf* 
nefs  of  their  intentions,  and  by  the  flattering 
hope  that  they  alone  had  difcovered  the  true 
path  of  falvation,  endeavoured  to  re^in,  in  their 
feparate  aflfemblies,  thofe  comforts,  temporal  as 
well  as  fpiritual,  which  they  no  longer  derived 
from  the  great  fociety  of  Chri{lians.  But  almoft 
all  thofe  who  had  reludantly  yielded  to  the  power 
of  vice  or  idolatry,  were  fenfible  of  their  fallen 
condition,  and  anxiouily  defirous  of  being  re« 
ilored  to  the  benefits  of  the  Chriftian  com* 
munion. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  thefe  peni-. 
tents,  two  oppofite  opinions,  the  one  of  juftice, 
the  other  of  mercy,  divided  the  primitive  church. 
The  more  rigid  and  inflexible  cafuifts  refufed 
them  for  ever,  and  without  exception,  the 
meaneft  place  in  the  holy  community,  which 
they  had  difgraced  or  deferted,  and  leaving  them 
to  the  remorfe  of  a  guilty  confcience,  indulged 
them  only  with  a  faint  ray  of  hope,  that  the 
contrition  of  their  life  and  death  might  poflibly 
be  accepted  by  the  Supreme  Being  **\     A  milder 

>4f  TheMontaniftsand  the  Novatiant,  who  adhered  to  this  opinion 
with  the  greauft  rigour  and  obftinacy,  found  tbemfe:vei  at  lad  in  the 
number  of  excommunicated  heretics.  See  the  Icaincd  and  copious 
Moflwinii  6ecul«  ii.  and  iii. 
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CHAP,  fentlment  was  embraced  in  practice  as  well  as  in 
theory,  by  the  purefl:  and  moll  refpedable  of  the 
Chriftian  churches  '**.  The  gates  of  reconciKa- 
tion  and  of  Heaven  were  feldom  (hut  againft  the 
returning  penitent ;  but  a  fevere  and  folemn  form 
of  difcipline  was  inftituted,  which,  while  it  ferved 
to  expiate  his  crime,  might  powerfully  deter  the 
fpeftators    from   the  imitation  of    his   example. 

L"«^,«^-.  Humbled  by  a  public  confeffion,  emaciated  by 
fading,  and  clothed  in  fackcloth,  the  penitent 
lay  proflrate  at  the  door  of  the  aflembly,  im- 
ploring with  tears  the  pardon  of  his  offences, 
and  foliciting  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  '*^  If 
the  fault  was  of  a  very  heinous  nature,  whole 
years  of  penance  were  efteemed  an  inadequate 
fatisfadion  to  the  Divine  Juflice ;  and  it  was  al- 
ways by  flow  and  painful  gradations  that  the 
fmner,  the  heretic,  or  the  apoftate,  was  re-ad- 
mitted into  the  bofom  of  the  church.  A  fen- 
tence  of  perpetual  excommunication  was,  how- 
ever, referved  for  fome  crimes  of  an  extraordi- 
nary magnitude,  and  particularly  for  the  inex- 
cufable  relapfes  of  thofe  penitents  who  had 
already  experienced  and  abufed  the  clemency  of 
their  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors.  According  to  the 
circumftances  or  the  number  of  the  guilty,  the 
exercife  of  the  Chriftian  difcipline  was  varied  by 
the  difcretion  of  the  bifliops.  The  councils  of 
Ancyra  and  lUiberis  were   held   about  the  lame 

»♦*  Dionyfius  ap.  Eufeb.  iv.  ij.     Cyprian,  <lc  LapHs. 
>47  Cave's  Primitive  Chriftianity,  part  iii.  c.  5,      The  admirers  of 
antiquity  regret  the  lofs  of  this  public  penance, 
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time,  the  one  in  Galatia,  the  other  in  Spain  j  chap. 
but  their  refpeftive  canons,  which  are  ftili  ex- 
tant, feem  to  breathe  a  very  different  fpirit. 
The  Galatian,  who  after  his  baptifm  had  repeat- 
edly facrificed  to  idols,  might  obtain  his  pardon 
by  a  penance  of  feven  years,  and  if  he  had  re- 
duced others  to  imitate  his  example,  only  three 
years  more  were  added  to  the  term  of  his  exile. 
But  the  unhappy  Spaniard,  who  had  committed 
the  fame  offence,  was  deprived  of  the  hope  of 
reconciliation,  even  in  the  article  of  death  ;  and 
his  idolatry  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  lid  of 
feventeen  other  crimes,  againd  which  a  fentence 
no  lefs  terrible  was  pronounced.  Among  thefe 
we  may  diftinguiih  the  inexpiable  guilt  of  calum* 
niating  a  biffiop,    a  prefbyter,  or   even  a  ,dea- 


con  •♦'. 


The   well-tempered    mixture   of  liberality   and  J^^^l^' 
rigour,  the  judicious  difpenfation  of  rewards  and  epiicopal 
puniOiments,  according  to  the  maxims  of  policy  ^7nt?' 
as  well  as  juftice,  conilituted  the  human  ftrength 
of  the   church.      The   bifhops,    whofe    paternal 
care  extended   iifelf  to  the  government  of  both 
worlds,  were  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  thefe 
prerogatives,    and   covering  their  ambition   with 
the  fair  pretence  of  the  love  of  order,  they  were 
jealous  of  any  rival  in  the  exercife  of  a  difcipline 

«4»  Sec  in  Dtipin,  Bibliothiqtic  Ecclefiaftiqw,  torn.  ii.  p.  304— 
313,  a  fhoTt  bat  rational  expofition  of  the  canons  of  thofc  cotincilt,  1 
wbich  weie  aflembled  in  the  firlt  moments  of  tranquillity,  after  ih« 
perferution  of  Diocletian.  This  pcrfccution  had  been  much  lefs 
fererely  felt  in  Spain  than  in  Galatia  $  a  differeiice  which  may,  in 
fbme  meafurei  account  for  tbe  contratt  of  their  regulations. 

Q  fo 
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CHAP,  fo  neceffary  to  prevent  the  defertion  of  thofls 
troops  which  had  inlifted  themfelves  under  the 
banner  of  the  crofs,  and  whofe  numbers  every 
day  became  more  confiderable.  From  the  im« 
perious  dectamations  of  Cyprian,  we  fhould  na- 
turally conclude,  that  the  dodtrines  of  excom- 
munication and  penance  formed  the  moft  eflen- 
tial  part  of  religion;  and  that  it  was  much  iefs 
dangerous  for  the  difciples  of  Chrift  to  negleft 
the  obfervance  of  the  moral  duties,  than  to  de- 
fpife  the  cenfures  and  authority  of  their  bifliops. 
Sometimes  we  might  imagine  that  we  were  liften- 
ing  to  the  voice  of  Mofcs,  when  he  commanded 
the  earth  to  open,  and  to  fwallow  up,  in  con* 
fuming  flames,  the  rebellious  race  which  refufed 
obedience  to  the  prieithood  of  Aaron;  and  we 
(hould  fometimes  fuppofe  that  we  heard  a  Roman 
conful  aflerting  the  majefty  of  the  republic,  and 
declaring  his  indexible  refolution  to  enforce  the 
rigour  of  the  laws.  ^^  If  fuch  irregularities  are 
*'  fuffered  with  impunity  (it  is  thus  that  the 
**  bilhop  of  Caithage  chides  the  lenity  of  his  col- 
**  league),  if  fuch  irregularities  are  fuffered, 
*•  there  is  an  end  of  Episcopal  vigour  '*• ;  an 
*•  end  of  the  fublime  and  divine  power  of  go- 
**  verning  the  church,  an  end  of  Chriftianity 
**  itfelf."  Cyprian  had  renounced  thofe  tempo- 
ral honours,  v^hich  it  is  probable  he  would  never 
have  obtained  ;  hut  the  acquifuion  of  fuch  ab- 
foluie  command  over  the  confciences  and  under* 
ftanding  of  a  congregation,  however  obfcure  or 

H7  Cyprian.  Epift.  69. 
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defpifed  by  the  world,  is  more  truly  grateful  to  ^  ^^  ^* 
the  pride  of  the  human  heart,  than  the  pofleflion  ^-^^^^ 
of  the  moft  defpotic  power,  impofed  by  arms  and 
conqueft  on  a  reludant  people. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  important,  though  per*-  Recapitu- 
baps  tedious,    inquiry,  I  have  attempted  to  di&  the  file 
play   the  fecondary  caufes  which  fo  efficacioufly  ^*"^**' 
aflifted  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion.     If 
among  thefe  caufes  we  have  difcovered  any  aN 
tifidal  ornaments,   any  accidental  circumftances, 
or  any  mixture  of  error  and  paflion,  it  cannot 
appear  furprifing   that   mankind    fliould  be  the 
moft  fenfibly  afie^ed   by  fuch  motives  as  were 
fuited  to  their  imperfect  nature.    It  was  by  the 
aid'  of  thefe  caufes,  excluiive  zeal,  the  immedi- 
ate expeftation  of  another  worlds  the  claim  of 
miracles,   the  practice  of   rigid  virtue,  and  the 
ccmftttution  of  the  primitive  church,  that  Chrift«> 
ianity  fpread  itfelf  with  fo  much  fuccefs  in  the 
Roman  empire.     To  the  firft  of  thefe  the  Chrift^ 
ians   were  indebted    for  their  invincible   valour, 
which    difdained   to    capitulate  with   the  enemy 
whom    they   were   refolved   to   vanquilh.      The 
three    fucceeding    caufes    fupplied    their    valout 
with   the    moft    formidable  arms.      The  laft  of 
thefe  caufes  united  their  courage,  dircfted  their 
arms,  •  and    gave    their    efforts    that    irrefiftible 
weight,  which  even  a  fmall  band  of  well-trained 
and  intrepid  volunteers    has    fo    often  poffeffed 
over  an  undifciplined  multitude,  ignorant  of  the 
fuhjeft,    and  carelefs  of  the  event  of  the  war. 
In  the  various   religions    of   Polythcifm,    fome  Wwknefi 
VbuU.  Aa-  wander.  ^J,S1|[- 
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CHAP,  wandering  fanatics  of  Egypt  and  Spia^  who  ad- 
dreffed  themfelves  to  the  credulous  fuperftition 
of  the  populace,  were  perhaps  the  only  order  of 
priefts  '*'  that  derived  their  whole  fupport  and 
credit  from  their  facerdotal  profeflion,  and  were 
very  deeply  affeded  by  a  perfonal  concern  for 
the  lafety  or  profperity  of  their  tutelar  deities. 
The  minifters  of  Polytheifm,  both  in  Rome  and 
in  the  provinces,  were,  for  the  moft  part,  men 
of  a  noble  birth,  and  of  an  affluent  fortune,  who 
received,  as  an  honoutable  diftindion,  the  care 
of  a  celebrated  temple,  or  of  a  public  facrifice, 
exhibited,  very  frequently  at  their  own  expence, 
the  lacred  games '*',  and  with  cold  indifference, 
performed  the  ancient  rites,  according  to  the 
laws  and  fafliion  of  their  country.  As  they  were 
engaged  in  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life,  their 
zeal  and  devotion  were  feldom  animated  by  a 
fenfe  of  intereft,  or  by  the  habits  of  an  ecclefi- 
aftical  chara&er.  Confined  to  their  refpedive 
temples  and  cities,  they  remained  without  any 
connexion  of  difcipline  or  government;  and 
whilfl:  they  acknowledged  the  fupreme  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  fenate,  of  the  college  of  pontiffs,  and 

•50  The  am,  the  manners,  and  the  vicci  of  the  priefts  of  the  Syrian 
goildeft,  are  very  humowrouily  deicribeJ  by  Apultius,  in  the  eighth 
book  of  his  Metamorphofis. 

■5>  The  office  of  Afiarch  was  of  thia  nature,  and  it  is  fret|uently 
mentioned  in  Ariftides,  the  Infcriptions,  Sic,  It  was  annual  and 
f  leAive.  None  but  the  vzineft  citizens  cotild  defire  the  honour  j  none 
but  the  moft  wealthy  could  fupport  the  expence.  See  in^e  Patrts 
Apoftol.  noni.  ii.  p.  200.  with  bow  much  indiffirrence  Philip  the 
Aftarch  condufled  himleU  in  the  mariyidom  of  Polycai^.  There 
were  likewife  Bithyniarchs,  Lyciarchs^  &c. 
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o(  the  emperor,  thofe  civil  magiftratcs  contented   ^  S  ^  ^* 
themfelves  with  the  eafy  talk  of  maintdning,  in  ^—""w-w 
peace  and  dignity,  th<;  general  worlhip  of  man- 
kind.    W^.  have-  already  feen  how  various,  how 
lopre,  and  how  uncertain  were  the  religious  fen* 
timents  of  Polytheifts.      They  were   abandoned, 
alraoft  without  controul,  to  the  natural  workings 
of  a  fuperftitious  fancy.     The  accidental  circum- 
fiances  of  their  life  and  fituation  determined  the 
objefl:.  as  well  as  the  degree  of  their  devotion  j 
and  as   long   a^  their   adoratioii  was  fucceflively    - 
proftituted  to  a  thoufand  deities,  it  was  fcarcely 
poflible    that    their    hearts    could    be    fufceptible 
of  a  very  fincere  or    lively  paflion   for  any  of 
them. 

Whep  Chriftianity  appeared  in  the  world,  even  The  fcep. 
thefe  faint   and    imperfect    impreffions    had  loft  ttJp"agL 
much  of  their  original  power.     Humln  teafon,  wo»i«* 
which  by  its  unaf&fted    Ilrength   is  incapable  of  vomabie 
perceiving   the   tnyfteries   of    faith,    had    already  '^ugf^jn*"^ 
obtained  an  eafy  triumph  over  the  folly  of  Pa- 
ganifm ;  and  when  TertuUiaii  or  Ladantius  em- 
ploy their  labours  in  expofmg  its  falfehood  arid 
eJctravagance,  they  ate  obliged  to  tranfcribe  the 
eloquence  of  Cicero  or  the  wit  of  Lucian.     The 
contagion  of  thefe  fceptical   writings   had  been 
diffufed  far  beybnd  the  number  of  their  readers. 
The  falhion    of   incredulity   was   communicated 
from  the  philofopher  to  the  man  of  pleafure  ot 
bufinefs,  from   the  noble    to   the  plebeian,    and 
from  the  mafter  to  the  menial  flave  who  waited 
at  his    table,    and  who  eagerly  liftened   to   the 
freedom  of  his  converfation.      On  public  occa- 
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fiotis  the  philofophic  part  of  miinkind  affe£ted  to 
treat  with  refpeft  and  decency  the.  religious  in-  i 
ftitutions  of  their  country;  but  their  fecret  con- 
tempt penetrated  through  the  thin  and  awkward 
difguife,  and  even  the  people,  when  they  dif- 
covered  that  their  deities  were  rejefted  and  de- 
rided by  thofe  whofe  rank  or  underftanding  they 
were  accuftomed  to  reverence,  wfre  filled  with 
doubts  and  apprehenfions  concerning  the  truth 
of  thofe  doctrines,  to  which  they  had  yielded  the 
molt  implicit  belief.  The  decline  of  ancient 
prejudice  expofed  a  very  numerous  portion  of 
human  kind  to  the  danger  of  a  painful  and  com- 
forttefs  fituation*  A  (late  of  fcepticifm  and  fuf- 
penfe  may  amufe  a  few  inquifitive  minds.  But 
the  pradice  of  fuperftition  is  fo  congenial  to  the 
multitude,  that  if  they  are  forcibly  awakened^ 
they  ftill  regret  the  lofe  of  their  pleafing  vifion. 
Their  love  of  the  marvellous  and  fupernatural, 
their  curiofity  with  regard  to  future  events,  and 
their  ftrong  propenfity  to  extend  their  hopes  and 
fears  beyond  the  limits  of  the  vifible  world,  were 
the  principal  caiifes  which  favoured  the  eftablifh- 
meat  of  Polytheifm.  So  urgent  on  the  vulgar 
is  the  neceffity  of  believing  that  the  fall  of  any 
fyitem  of  mythology  will  moft  probably  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  introduftion  of  fome  other  mode 
of  fuperftition.  Some  deities  of  a  more  recent 
"  s^nd  fafbionable  caft  might  foon  have  occupied 
tlie  deferted  temples  of  Jupiter  and  Apollo,  if, 
m  the  dccifive  moment,  the  wifdom  of  Providence 
had  not  interpofed  a  genuine  revelation,  fitted  to 
inf[>ire  the  moil  rational  efteem  and  conviftion, 

13  whilft^ 
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\i^hilfty  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  adorned  with  all  ^  h^a  p. 
that  could  attradl  the  curiofity,  the  wonder,  and  ^^"^v^ 
the  veneration  of  the  people.  In  their  aftual 
difpolition,  as  many  were  almoft  difengaged  from 
their  artificial  prejudices,  but  equally  fufceptible 
and  defirous  of  a  devout  attachment ;  an  objeA 
much  lefs  deferving  would  have  been  fufficient 
to  fill  the  vacant  place  in  their  hearts,  and  to 
gratify  the  uncertain  eagernefs'of  their  palfions. 
'fhofe  who  are  inclined  to  purfue  this  refledioa, 
inflead  of  viewing  with  aftonifhment  the  rapid  pro* 
grefs  of  Chriftianity,  will  perhaps  be  furprifed  that 
its  fuccefs  was  not  ftill  more  rapid  and  ftill  more 
univerfaL 

It  has  been  obferved,   with    truth  as  well  as  as  well  at 
propriety,  that  the  conquefts  of  Rome  prepared  ^nd^n^on 
and    facilitated    thofe   of  Chriftianity.       In    the  ^^  ***«  ^o- 
fecond  chapter  of  this  work  we  have  attempted  pire. 
to   explain  in   what   maimer   the  moil   civilized 
provinces  of  Europe,    Afia,   and  Africa,    were 
united  under  the  dominion  of  one  fovereign^  and 
gradually  conneAed  by  the  mod  intimate  ties  of 
laws,  of  manners,  and  of  language.     The  Jews 
of  Paleftine,  who  had  fondly  expe^ed  a  temporal 
deliverer,  gave   fo  cold  a  reception  to  th^  mi- 
racles of  the  divine  prophet,  that  it  was  fou»d 
unneceflary  to  publifh,   or  at  leaft  to  preferve, 
any  Hebrew  gofpel'**.     The  auth^tic  biftoric» 
pf  the  a£iions   of  Chrift  were   compofed  in  the* 

If*  The  modern  eritici  are  iiQt  difpofed  to  believe  what  tho  fatbert 
almoit  unanm)ou(ly  alTert,  that  St.  Matthew  compofed  a  Hebrew  gof- 
pelj^  of  which  only  the  Greek  tranflation  is  ej(taau  It  feems,  bow^ 
eyer,  dangerous  lo  rrje6l  their  teftimony. 
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Greek  language,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
Terufalem,  and  after  the  Gentile  converts  were 
grown  extremely  numerous '".  As  foon  as  thofe 
hiftories  were  tranflated  into  the  Latin  tongue, 
they  were  perfeflly  intelligible  to  all  the  fubjcfts 
of  Rome,  excepting  only  to  the  peafants  of  Sy- 
ria and  Egypt,  for  whole  benefit  particular  ver- 
fion$  were  afterwards  made.  The  public  high- 
Vays,  which  had  been  conftrufted  for  the  ufe  of 
the  lc*gions,  opened  an  eafy  paffage  for  the  Chrift- 
lan  miffionaries  ^rom  Dj^mafcus  to  Corinth,  and 
from  Italy  to  th^  extremity  of  Spain  or  Britain} 
nor  did  thofe  fpiritual  conquerors  encounter  any 
of  the  obftaqles  which  ufually  retard  or  prevent 
the  introduclion  of  a  foreign  religion  into  a  dif- 
tant  country.  There  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to 
believe,  that  before  the  reigns  of  Diocletian  and 
Conftantine,  the  faith  of  Chrifl  had  been  preach- 
ed in  ivery  province,  and  in  all  the  great  cities 
Hiftorical  of  the  empire ;  but  the  foundation  of  the  feveral 
the'^ro-  -Congregations,  the  numbers  of  the  faithful  who 
g?^  ?^  compofed  them,  and  their  proportion  to  the  un? 
ity  ^believing  multitude,  are  now  buried  in  obfcurity, 

or  difguifed  by  fiftion  and  declamation.  Such 
impeneft  circumftances,  however,  as  have  reach- 
ed pur  knowledge  concerning  the  increafe  of  the 
Chriftian  name  in  Afia  and  Greece,  in  Egypt,  in 
Italy,  and  in  the  Weft,  we  (hall  now  proceed  to 
relate,  without  negledling  the  real  or  imaginary 

f  y?  Under  the  reigns  of  Nero  and  Dnmitian*  and  in  the  cities  of 
Alexandria,  Antioch,  Rome,  and  Epbefus,  Sec  Mill.  Prolegomena 
ad  Nov.  Teftament,  and  Dr.  Lardner^s  fair  aod  extenljvc  coile^iony 
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acquifitions  which  lay  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the  ^  ^^  **• 
Roman  empire.  v^^-v^.^ 

The  rich  provinces  that  extend  from  the  iniheEaft. 
Euphrates  to  the  Ionian  fea,  were  the  principal 
theatre  on  which  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  dif- 
played  hrs  zeal  and  piety.  The  feeds  of  the 
gofpely  which  he  had  fcattered  in  a  fertile  foil, 
were  diligently  cultivated  by  his  difciples ;  and  it 
ilhould  feem  that,  during  the  two  firft  centuries, 
the  mod  confiderable  body  of  Chriftians  was 
contained  within  thofe  limits.  Among  the  fo* 
cieties  which  were  inftituted  in  Syria,  none  were 
more  ancient  or  more  illuftrlous  than  thofe  of 
Damafcus,  of  Berea  or  Aleppo,  and  of  Antiochi 
The  prophetic  introduftion  of'  the  Apocalypfe 
has  defcribed  and  immortalifed  the  feven  churches 
of  Afia;  Epheftis,  Smyrna,  Pergamus,  Thya- 
tira'*%  Sardes,  Laodicea,  and  Philadelphia;  and 
their  colonies  were  foon  diffufed  over  that  popu- 
lous country.  In  a  very  early  period,  the  illandfi 
of  Cyprus  and  Crete,  the  provinces  of  Thrace 
and  Macedonia,  gave  a  favourable  reception  to 
the  new  religion;  and  Chriftian  republics  were 
foon  founded  in  the  cities  of  Corinth,  of  Sparta, 
and  of  Athens'".  The  antiquity  of  the  Greek 
jtnd  Afiatic  churches  allowed  a  fuflScient  fpace  pf 

»J4  The  Alogians  (Kpipliantus  de  Hftref.  51.)  difputed  the  genu- 
ineDcfs  of  the  Apocalypfe,  becaofc  the  church  of  Thyatira  was  not 
yet  founded.  Epiphanius,  who  allows  the  fa^,  extricates  himfelf 
from  the  difficulty,  by  ingenionfly  fuppofing,  that  St.  John  wrote  in 
the  fpiric  of  prophecy.     See  Abauzit  Difeours  fur  I* Apocalypfe. 

»J^  The  tpiftles  of  Ignatius  and  Du  nyfius  (ap.  Eufeb.  iv.  13.) 
point  out  many  churches  in  Afia  and  Greece.  That  of  Athens  fccims 
to  have  been  one  of  the  leaft  flaiiriniing. 
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time  for  their  increafe  and  mjyiltipUcation,  and 
even  the  fwarms  of  Gnoftics  and  other  heretics 
ferve  to  difplay  the  flouriihing  condition  of  the 
orthodox  church,  fincc  the  appellation  of  heretics 
has  always  been  apph'ed  to  the  lef$  numerous 
party.  To  thefe  domeflic  teftipionies  we  may 
add  the  cpnfeilion,  the  complaints,  and  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  Gentiles  them{elves»  From 
the  writings  of  Lucian,  a  philofopher  who  bad 
ftudied  mankind,  and  who  defcribes  their  man* 
jiers  in  the  mod  lively  colours,  we  may  learn, 
that,  under  the  reign  of  Commodus,  his  native 
country  of  Pontus  was  filled  with  Epicureans  and 
Qhriftians^^^.  Within  fourfcore  years  after  the 
death  of  Chrift  *'%  the  humane  Pliny  laments  the 
inagnitude  of  the  evil  which  he  vainly  attempted 
to  eradicate.  In  his  very  curious  epiftle  to  the 
fQiperor  Trajan,  he  affirms,  that  the  temples 
were  almoft  deferted,  that  the  facred  vi&ims 
(carcety  found  any  purchafers,  and  that  the  fu<» 
perflition.  had  not  only  infeded  the  cities,  but 
had  even  fpread  itfelf  into  the  villages  s^id  thq 
open  country  of  Pontus  and  Bithym*a  **•. 
The  ^  ,  Without  defcending  into  a  minute  fcrutiny  of 
the  expreflions,  or  of  the  motives  of  thofe  wri- 


church  of 


156  Lucian  in  Alexandra,  c.  «5«  Chriflianity,  howevery  muft  have 
been  very  unequally  diffuled  over  Ponrut ;  fince  in  the  middle  of  the 
third  century  there  were  no  more  than  fevt ntctn  heiievers  in  the  ex- 
tenfive  diocefe  of  Neo-Csefarea,  See  M.  de  Tillemonty  Memoires 
Bcclcliaft.  torn.  iv.  p.  675.  from  Bafil  and  Gregory  of  NyJa»  who 
were  themfelves  native*  of  Cappadocia. 

*n  According  to  the  ancients,  Jefiis  Chrift  fufiered  under  the  eon. 
fulQiip  of  the  two  Gemini,  in  the  year  %^  of  our  prefcnt  sra^  Pliny 
was  fcnt  into  Blthynia  (according  to  Pagi)  in  the  year  no. 
'   »f«  PUo,  Epift.  X.  97, 
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ters  yifho  either  celebrate  or  lament  the  progrefs  chap, 
of  Chriftiaiuty  in  the  Eaft,  it  may  in  general  be 
obferved,  that   none   of  them   have   left  us  any 
grounds   from  \irhence  a  juft  eftimate  might  be 
formed  of  the   real   numbers  of  the   faithful  in 
thofe   provinces.      One    circumftance,    however, 
has  been   fortunately  prefer ved,  which  feems  to 
call  a  more  diflind  light  on   this    obfcure    but 
intereftihg  fubjeft.      Under  the   reign  of  Theor 
dofius,    after    Chridianity    had    enjoyed,    during 
more  than  fixty  years,  the  funftiine  of  Imperial 
favour,    the    ancient    and    iiluftrious   church  of 
Antioch  confided  of  one  hundred  thoufand  per- 
fbns,  three   thoufand   of  whom  were  fupported 
out  of  the  public  oblations '".      The  fplendour 
and  dignity  of  the  queen  of  the  Ead,  the  acknow-* 
ledged    populoufnefs   of  Cscfarea,    Seleucia,   and 
Alexandria,  and  the  dedrudion  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  fouls  in  the  earthquake  which 
afflifted  Antioch  under  the  elder  Juftin  '***,  are  fa 
many  convincing  proofs  that  the  whole  number 
of  its  inhabitants  was  not  lefs  than  half  a  million,^ 
and  that  the  Chridians,  however  multiplied  by 
^eal  and  power,  did  not  exceed  a  fifth  part  oC 
that  great    city.       How   different    a   proportion 
mud  we  adopt  when  we  compare  the  perfecutec^ 
with  the  triumphant  church,  the  Weft  with  the 
Eaft,  remote  villages  with  populous  towns,  and 
countries  recently  converted  to   the  faith,    with 

i$9  Chryfoftom.  Opera,  torn.  vii.  p.  658.  810. 
■6e  John  Malcla,  torn.  ii.  p.  144.     He  draws  the  fame  concTufion 
with  re^rd  to  the  Dopuloufnefs  of  Aniigch. 
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the  place  where    the  believers  firft  received  the 
appellation  of  Chriilians !     It  muft  not,  however, 
be  diffembled,    that,    in  another   paffage,   Chry- 
foftom,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  ufefu! 
information,  computes  the  multitude  of  the  .faith- 
ful as  even  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Jews  and  Pa- 
gans ••■.     But  the  folution  of  this  apparent  diffi- 
culty is  eafy  and  obvious.     The  eloquent  preacher 
draws  a  parallel  between  the  civil  and  the  ecde- 
fiaftical  conftitution  of  Antioch ;  between  the  lift 
of  Chriflians  who  had  acquired  Heaven  by  bap- 
tifm,  and  the  lift  of  citizens  who  had  a  right  to 
fhare    the    public    liberality.      Slaves,    ftrangers, 
and  infants  were  comprifed  in  the  former ;  they 
were  excluded  from  the  latter, 
jp  Egypt.        The  extenflve   commerce    of  Alexandria,   and 
its  proximity  to  Paleftine,  gave  an  eafy  entrance 
to  the  new  religion.     It  was  ;it  firft  embraced  by 
great  numbers  of  the  Therapeutac,  or  Eflenians 
of  the  lake  Mareotis,   a   Jewifli  feft  which  had 
abated    much    of  its   reverence   for   the  Mofaic 
ceremonies.      The   auftere  life  of  the   Effenians, 
their  fafts  and  excommunications,  the  community 
of  goods,   the    love    of  celibacy,    their  zeal  for 
martyrdom,    and    the  warmth    though    not    the 
purity  of  their  faith,  already  offered  a  very  lively 
image  of  the  primitive  difcipline  ***.      It  was  in 

the 

>6i  Chryfoftcm.  torn.  i.  p.  591,  I  am  Indebted  for  ihefc  paflr;«gety 
though  not  for  my  inference,  to  the  iearneJ  Dr*  Lardiier.  CrcUibi* 
lity  of  the  Gofj)el  Hit)oiy,  vol.  xii.  p.  370. 

"*>*  Bafiiage,  Ilifloire  des  Juifs,  1.  %.  c.  »o,  »i,  ii»  13.  has  exa* 
niuedy  with  the  rooft  critical  accuracy,  the  curious  treatife  of  Fhiio, 
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Ae  fchool  of  Alexandria  that  the  Chriftian  theo-  chap. 
logy  appears  to  have  affumed  a  regular  and  fci-  i^-^-w 
entifical  form;  and  when  Hadrian  vifited  Egypt, 
he  found  a  church  compofed  of  Jews  and  of 
Greeks,  fufEciently  important  to  attraft  the  no- 
tice of  that  inquifitive  prince  "•*•  But  the  pro- 
grcfs  of  Chriftianlty  was  for  a  long  time  confined 
within  the  limits  of  a  fingle  city,  which  was  itfelf 
a  foreign  colony,  and  till  the  clofe  of  the  fecond 
century  the  predeccffors  of  Demetrius  were  the 
oiily  prelates  of  the  Egyptian  church.  Three 
bifliops  were  confecrated  by  the  hands  of  Deme- 
trius, and  the  number  was  increafed  to  twenty 
-by  his  fucceflbr  Heraclas'*\  The  body  of  the 
•natives,  a  people  diftinguiflied  by  a  fullen  inflexi- 
bility of  temper  '*',  entertained  the  new  doc- 
trine with  coldnefs  and  reluftance :  and  even  in 
the  time  of  Origen,  it  was  rare  to  meet  with  an 
Egyptian  who  had  furmbunted  his  early  preju- 
dices in  fevour  of  the  facred  animals  of  his  coun- 
try '•*.     As  foon,  indeed,  as  Chriftianity  afcended 

which  dePcHbes  the  Thcrapeutae.  By  proving  that  it  was  compofed  as 
nrly  at  the  time  of  Augiiliat*  Bafnage  has  deinonftratedy  in  fpite  of 
Eafebius  (i.  ii.  c,  17.},  and  a  crowd  of  modern  Catholics,  that  ih« 
Therapcuta  were  neither  Chriftians  nor  monks.  It  ftill  remains  pro- 
bable that  tht;y  changed  their  name,  prefcrved  their  manners,  ailopted  . 
fome  new  artfcles  of  faith,  and  giadually  became  the  fathers  ot  the 
Egyptian  Aftetics. 

»6|  See  a  letter  of  Hadrian,  in  the  Atiguftan  Hiftory,  p.  14.5. 
'64  For  the  fticceflion  of  Alex.ipdrian  bifhops,  confalt  Renaudot'a 
Hiftory,  p,  14.,  &c.     This  curious  faft  is  preferved  by  the  patriarch 
Kutyehiut  (Annal.  torn.  1.  p.' 334..  Vcrf.  Pocock),  and  its  internal 
evidence  wotild  alone  be  a  fuiHcient  anfwer  to  all  the  obje^iona  which 
Ifiiho)^  Pearfon  has  urged  in  the  V  indie  is  Ignatianse. 
'^^  Ammian.  Marcellin.  xxii*  16.     ' 
tC6  Origen  contra  Celfvmi  I.  i.  p.  40. 
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CHAP,  the  throne,  the  zeal  of  thofe  barbarians  obeyed 
^..-.^-^  the  prevailing  xnjpulfion  ;  the  cities  of  Egypt  wer« 
filled  with  biihops^  and  the  deferts  of  Thebais 
fwarnied  with  hermits. 
In  Rome.  A  perpetual  ftreani  of  Grangers  and  provin* 
cials  flowed  into  the  capacious  bofom  of  Rome. 
Whatever  was  ftrangc  or  odious,  whoever  was 
guihy  or  fufpefted,  might  hope,  in  the  obfcurity 
pf  that  immenfe  capital,  to  elude  the  vigilance 
of  the  law.  In  fuch  a  various  conflux  of  nations, 
every  teacher,  either  of  truth  or  of  falfehood, 
every  founder,  whether  of  a  virtuous  or  a  cri- 
fninal  aHociation,  might  eafily  multiply  his  dif- 
ciples  or  accomplices.  The  Chriftians  of  Rome, 
at  the  time  of  the  accidental  perfecution  of  Nero/ 
are  reprefented  by  Tacitus  as  already  amount- 
ing to  a  very  great  multitude'*',  and  the  lan- 
guage of  that  great  hidorian  is  almoft  fimilar  to 
the  ftyle  employed  by  Livy,  when  he  relates  the 
inrroduftion  and  the  fuppreiTipn  of  the  rites  of 
Bacchus.  After  the  Bacchanals  had  awakened 
the  fever ity  of  the  fenate,  it  was  likewife  appre^ 
hended  that  a  very  great-  multitude,  as  it  were 
another  people^  had  been  initiated  into  thofe  ab* 
horred  myfteries.  A  more  careful  inquiry  foon 
dempnftrated,  that  the  offenders  did  not  exceed 
fevcn  thoufand ;  a  number  indeed  fulBciently 
alarming,  when  confidered  as  the  objeft  of  pub- 
lic juftice  '•^     It  is  With  the  fame  candid  allow* 

'^7  Ingena  inultitudo  is  the  expreiTion  of  Tacitus,  xv.  44. 

'^^  1\  Liv.  xxxix.  13.  15,  i6,  17.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
horror  ami  cuii((ernation  of  the  fcnaits  on  the  difcovety  of  the  Bacch^. 
rilians,  whole  depravity  is  defcribed,  and  (crliaps  exagge^atifd^  by 
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ancc  that  we  (hould  .interpret  the  vague  expref*  ^  J^  ^• 
lions  of  Tacitus,  and  in  a  former  inftance  of  PKny, 
when  they  exiiggerate  the  crowds  of  deluded  fa- 
natics who  had  forfaken  the  eftabliflied  worfliip 
of  the  gods.  The  church  of  Rome  was  un- 
doubtedly the  firft  and  moft  populous  of  the 
empire ;  and  we  arc  poffefled  of  an  authentic  re- 
cord which  attefts  the  ftate  of  religion  in  that 
city  about  the  middle  of  the  third  century,  and 
after  a  peace  of  thirty-eight  years.  The  clergy, 
at  thkt  time,  confifted  of  a  bifliop,  forty-fix  pref- 
byters,  feven  deacons,  as  many  fub*deacons^ 
fdrty-two  acolythes^  and  fifty  readers,  exordfts^ 
and  porters.  The  number  of  widows,  of  the  in- 
firm, and  of  the  poor,  who  were  maintained  by 
the  oblations  of  the  faithful,  amounted  to  fifteen 
hundred  '^•.  From  reafon,  as  wdl  as  from  thd 
analogy  of  Amioch,.  we  may  venture  to  eftimate 
the  ChrifHans  of  Rbme  at  about  fifty  thoufandi 
The  populoufnefs  of  that  great  capital  cannot 
perhaps  be  exactly  afcertained ;  but  the  moft 
modeft  calculation  will  not  furely  reduce  it  lower 
than  a  million  of.  inhabitants,  of  whom  the  Chrift^ 
ians  might  conftitute  at  the  moft  a  twentieth 
parf'^^ 

«^  Eufebius,  I.  vT.  c.  43.  Tlic  Lafin  trar.fiator  (M.  dc  Valois) 
has  thougm  proper  to  reduce  ihc  lunnber  of  pnfbyters  to  forty-four. 

"7®  Tbif  proportion  of  the  prefbytcrs  and  ot  ihe  poor,  to  the  r^ft  Ol 
the  people,  was  originally  fixed  by  Burnet  (Ttavels  into  Italy^ 
p.  168.^,  and  is  approved  by  Moylc  (vol.  ii.  p.  iji.)*  Tlley  ^tri 
botb  unacquainted  with  the  paH'ige  ot  Cliryfuiio.u,  whicli  convcrU 
ibeir  cunic^ure  almoft  inl«  a  tav^l,  ^ 

*  The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36$  THE  DECLINE  AND  PALL 

CHAP,  of  the  faith,  when  he  addreifed  his  apology  to 
v^  At,'  the  magiftrstei  of  the  emperor  Severus  *'*♦  But 
the  obfcure  and  imperfect  origin  of  the  weftem 
churches  of  Europe  has  been  fo  negligently  re* 
corded,  that  if  we  would  relate  the  time  and 
manner  of  their  foundation,  we  muft  fupply  the 
filence  of  antiquity  by  thofe  legends  which  ava- 
rice or  fuperftltion  long  afterwards  didated  to  the 
monks  in  the  lazy  gloom  of  their  convents"'*. 
Of  thefe  holy  romances,  that  of  the  apoftle 
St.  James  can  alone,  by  its  (ingle  extravagance,  de- 
ferve  to  be  mentioned.  From  a  peaceful  fiiherman 
of  the  lake  of  Gennefareth,  he  was  transformed 
into  a  valorous  knight,  who  charged  at  the  head 
6f  the  Spanifii  chivalry  in  their  battles  againft 
the  Moors.  The  graved  hiftorians  have  cde- 
brated  his  exploits;  the  miraculous  (hrine  of 
Compoftella  difplayed  his  power  ;  and  the  fword 
of  a  military  order,  aflifted  by  the  terrors  of  the 
Inquifition,  was  fufficient  to  remove  every  objec- 
tion of  profane  criticifm  *'*. 
Beyond  the  The  progrcfs  of  Chriftitmity  was  not  confined 
ih^  Roman  ^^  '^^  RoHiau  empire  ;  and  according  to  the  pri- 
fojpire.       miiive  fathers^  who  interpret  fafts  by  prophecy, 

174  The  date  of  TciiuIIian's  Apology  is  fixed,  in  a difTertation  of 
Mofheiin,  to  the  ycnr  19S. 

■75  In  the  fifteenth  ceiitory,  there  were  fe^  Miho  had  eUher  mcliiu* 
tion  or  coutage  to  qutrltion,  \v|)etl)ei- Jofefdi  of  Arimathea^ounded  the 
monal^ery  of  G)^fteiihiiiy»  and  i^hethtr  Dionyfius  the  Areopagite  pit- 
ferred  the  rchdence  of  Paris  to  that  of  Athene. 

>7*  The  (tupenJctit  inetamorphofis  iirav  performed  in  the  ninth 
century.  Sec  Mariana  (HiH.  Hlfpan,  I.  vH.  c.  t  j.  torn.  i.  p.  1S5. 
etlit.  I  lag.  Com.  1733-)'  ^^^9 »«  ctcfy  fknky  imitates  Livy,  and  the 
honed  detr£lion  of  the  Jegend  of  St.  Jamca  by  Dr.  Ooddesi  Mli^N 
hniesi  vol.  ii.  p.  izi. 
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the  new  religion,  within  a  cehtury  after  the  death   chap* 
of  its  divine  author,  had  already  vifited   erery 
part  of  the  globe.    "  There  exifts  hot,'*    fays 
Juftin   Martyr,    *'  a  people,  whether  Greek  or 
*^  Barbarian,  or  any  other  race  of  men,  by  what** 
**  Ibever  appellation  or   manners   they    may  be 
•*  diftinguifhed,    however    ignorant    of    arts    of 
**  agriculture,  wheth^er   they   dwell  under  tents^ 
•*  or  wander  about  in  covered  waggons,  among 
**  whom  prayers  are  not  offered  up  in  the  name 
•*  of  a  crucified  Jefus  to  the  Father  and  Creator  of 
V  all  things  *"/'     But  this  fplendid  exaggeration, 
which  even  at  prefent  it    would  be    extremely 
difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  real  ftate  of  man- 
kind, can  be  confidered  only  as  the  rath  fally  of 
a  devout    but  carelefs  writer,    the   meafure  of 
whofe  belief  was  regulated  by  that  of  his  wifhes» 
But  neither  the  belief,  nor  the  wiihes,  of  the  fa- 
thers, can  alter  the  truth  of  hiftory.     It  will  ftill 
remain  an  undoubted  fa£t,  that  the  barbarians  of 
Scythia  and  Germany,  who  afterwards  fabverted 
the  Roman  monarchy,  were  involved  in  the  dark- 
nefs  of  paganifm ;  and  that  even  the  converfion 
of  Iberia,  of  Armenia,  or  of  iBrhiopia,  was  not 
attempted   with  any   degree  of   fuccefs    till  the 
fceptre  was  in  the  hands  of  an  orthodox  empei- 
ror"*.    Before  that  time,  the  various  accidents 

^fJ  Jaftin  Martyr,  Dialog,  cum  Tryphon.  p.  341*  Irenaeus  adn 
Bieref.  1.  i.  c.  10.  Yertallian  adr.  Jud.  c.  7.  See  Moflieim,  p  103. 

•7«  See  the  feurth  century  of  Moiheim'a  Hiftory  of  the  Church. 
Many»  thaujj^  very  eonfufed  cireumftancesy  that  leht:  to  the  con- 
verfion of  Iberia  and  Armenia^  may  be  found  in  Moica  of  Choren^ 
)*  ii.  c«7S-^S9» 
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CHAP,  of  war  and  commerce  might  indeed  diffufe  aA 
imperfeft  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  among  the 
tribes  of  Caledonia  '^^,  and  among  the  borderers 
of  the  Rhine,  the  Danube,  and  the  Euphrates ''^ 
Beyond  the  lail-mentioned  river,  Edellk  was 
di(lingui(hed  by  a  firm  and  early  adherence  to 
the  faith "'.  From  Edefla,  the  principles  of 
Chriftianity  were  eafily  introduced  into  the  Greek 
and  Syrian  cities  which  obeyed  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Artaxerxes;  but  they  do  not  appear  to  have 
made  any  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the 
Perfians,  whofe  religious  fyftem,  by  the  labours 
of  a  welUdifciplined  order  of  priefts,  had  been 
con(lru6led  with  much  more  art  and  folidity 
than  the  uncertain  mythology  of  Greece  and 
Rome'^^ 

«79  According  to  Tcrtiillttm,  the  Cluiftiam  faith  had  penetrated 
into  parts  of  Britain  inneceiTible  to  the  Roman  arms.  About  aceniury 
afterwards,  OfTun,  the  Ion  of  Fing^l,  is  Jaid  to  have  difputedy  in  his 
extreme  old  age,  with  one  of  the  foreign  minTionaries,  and  the  difpute 
rs  lUU  cxtan%  in  vtrfr,  and  in  the  Eife  language.  SeeMnMac* 
phcrlon^s  Dilfertation  on  the  Antic^uity  of  Ollian*t  Poemt»  p.  to. 

^^o  The  Gothsy  wlio  ravaged  Afia  in  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  car- 
ritd  away  great  numbers  of  captives  ;  foinc  of  whom  were  Chriftians, 
and  became  milGouaiies.  See  Tillcmont,  Mcmoirea  Ecclefiaft. 
torn.  IT.  p.  44- 

■J*'  The  Itgcnd  of  Abgnrus,  fabulous  as  it  is,  afFords  a  decifive 
proof,  that  many  years  befor*?  Enlebitis  wrote  his  hif^ory,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  inhdbitnnta  of  F:d<>fl'a  had  embraced  Cbriftiamty.  Their 
rivals,  the  citizens  of  Carih^r,  adhered,  on  the  contrary,  to  the  caufe 
of  Pag:inirm,  as  late  as  the  fixth  century. 

««»  According  to  Hardtfanes  (ap.  Eufeb.  Prspar.  Evangel.)  there 
were  fome  Chriltians  in  Perfia  before  'he  end  of  the  fecond  century. 
In  the  time  of  Conlhntinc  (fte  his  Kpiflle  to  Sapor,  Vit.  1.  ir.  c.  13.) 
they  compofed  4  flonrifhing  church.  Confult  Beaufohre,  Hift. 
Critique  du  Manichciime,  tom.i.  p,  180,  aiid the  Bibliotheca Orien* 
talis  of  Aflemani,  -   • 
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From   this  impartial   though   imperfefl:.  furvey    chap. 
of  the  ptogrefs  of  Chriftianity,   it   may  perhaps.  v^-^/-i^ 
feem  probabJe,  that  the  number  of  its  profelytes  General 
has  been  exceffively  magnified  by  fear  on  the  one  of  thrift, 
fide,  and  by  devotion  on  the  other.     According  p^""^ 
to    the    Irreproachable    teftimony    of'Origen**% 
the  proportion  of  the  faithful  was  very  inconfider- 
able,  when  compared  with  the  multitude  of  an 
unbelieving  world ;  but,  as  we  are   left  without 
any  diftinft  information,  it  is  impoffible  to  deter- 
mine, and  It  is   difficult  even   to  conjedlure,  the 
real  numbers   of  the  primitive    Chrillians.     The 
moft  favourable    calculation,  however,  that   caa 
be  deduced  from   the  examples  of  Antioch  and 
of  Rome,  will  not   permit   us   to   imagine  that    ^ 
more  than  a  twentieth  part  of  the  fubjeftsof  the 
empire  had  enlifted  themfelves  under  the  banner 
of  the  crofs  before  the  important  converfion  of 
Conftantine.     But  their  habits  of  faith,  of  zeal, 
and  of  union,  feemed  to  multiply  their  numbers ;  ' 
and  the  fame  caufes  which  contributed  to  their 
future  increafe,  ferved  tp  render  their  aftual  ftrength 
more  apparent  and  more  formidable. 

Such  is  the  conftitution  of  civil  fociety,   that  y'J*^*' 
whilft  a  few  perfons  are  diftingjuifhed  by  riches,  chriftiana 
by  honours,  and  by. knowledge,  the  body  of  the  ^„^7i™^ 
people  is  condemned  to  obfcurity,  ignorance,  and  rant, 
poverty.     The  Chriftian  religion,  which  addreffed 
itfelf  to  the  whole  human  race,  muft  confequently 
colleft  a  far  greater  number  of  profelytes  from 
the  lower  than  from  the  fuperior  ranks  of  life. 


■<S}  Oiigen  contra  Cclfum,  I.  viii.  p,  414. 
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This  innocent  and  natural  circumftance  has  been 
improved  into  a  very  odious  imputation,  which 
feems  to  be  lefs  ftrenuoufly  denied  by  the  apolo- 
gifts,  than  it  it  urged  by  the  adverfaries,  of  the 
faith ;  that  the  new  kOt  of  Chriftians  was  almoft 
entirely  compofed  of  the  dregs  of  the  populaoei 
of  peafants  and  mechanics,  of  boys  and  women, 
of  beggars  and  flaves,  the  laft  of  whom  might 
fometimes  introduce  the  miflionaries  into  the 
rich  and  noble  families  to  which  they  belonged* 
Thefe  obfcure  teachers  (fucb  was  the  charge  of 
malice  and  infidelity)  are  as  mute  in  public  as 
they  are  loquacious  and  dogmatical  in  private. 
Whilft  they  cautioufly  avoid  the  dangerous  cn-^ 
counter  of  philofophers,  they  mingle  with  the  rude 
and  illiterate  crowd,  and  indnuate  themfelves  into 
thofe  minds,  whom  their  age,  their  fex,  or  their 
education,  has  the  bed  difpofed  to  receive  the  im- 
prcffion  of  fuperftitious  terrors  *•*. 

This  unfavourable  pifture,  though  not  devoid 
of  a  'faint  refemblance,  betrays,  by  its  dark  co- 
louring and  diftorted  features,  the  pencil  of  an 
enemy.  As  the  humble  faith  of  Chrift  diflFufed 
itfelf  through  the  world,  it  was  embraced  by 
feveral  perfons  who  derived  fome  confequence 
from  the  advantages  of  nature  or  fortune.  Arif- 
tides,  who  prefented  an  eloquent  apology  to  the 
emperor  Hadrian,  was  an  Athenian  philofopher  '*^ 
Jullln  Martyr  had  fought  divine  knowledge  in 
the  fchools  of  Zeno,  of  Ariftotle,  of  Pythagoras, 

1S4  Minuciut  Falix»  c.  S.  with  Wowerat*t  notes.  QMm  ap. 
Origen^  1.  iii.  p.  1 3S.  x^a.  Julian  ap.  Cyril.  J.  vt.  p.  ao6.  Sdit* 
Spanbeim. 

!H  Eufcb.  Hift.  Eccler.  ir«  }«    HicrMym.  Epit.  t]. 
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and  of  Plato,  before  he  fortunately  vns  accofted  chap. 
by  the  old  man,  or  rather  the  angel,  who  turned  ^^* 
his  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Jewi(h  pro- 
phets "^  Clemens  of  Alexandria  had  acquired 
much  rarious  readmg  in  the  Greek,  and  Ter- 
tullian  in  the  Latin,  language.  Julius  Africanua 
and  Origen  poflefied  a  very  confiderahle  fhare 
of  the  learning  of  their  times ;  and  although  the 
ftyle  of  Cyprian  is  very  different  from  that  of 
La£bntiu8,  we  might  almoft  difcover  that  both 
thofe  writers  had  been  public  teachers  of  rhe* 
tone*  Even  the  ftudy  of  philofophy  was'  at 
length  introduced  among  the  Chriftians,  but  it 
was  not  always  produdive  of  the  moft  falutary 
efieds;  knowledge  was  as  often  the  parent  of 
herefy  as  of  devotion,  and  the  defcription  which 
was  defigned  for  the  followers  of  Artemon,  may, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  applied  to  the  various 
feds  that  refifted  the  fucceflfors  of  the  apoftles» 
•*  They  prefume  to  alter  the  holy  fcriptures,  to 
^^  abandon  the  ancient  rule  of  faith,  and  to 
^  form  their  opinions  according  to  the  fubtile 
"  precepts  of  logic.  The  fdence  of  the  church 
"  is  negleded  for  the  ftudy  of  geometry,  and 
«•  they  lofe  fight  of  Heaven  while  they  arc  em. 
^^  ployed  in  meafuring  the  earth.  Euclid  is  per* 
*'  petually  in  their  hands.  Ariftotle  and  Theo- 
"  phraftus  are  the  objeds  of  their  admiration; 
**  and  they  exprefs  an  uncommon  reverence  for' 
"  the  works  of  Galen.    Their  errors  are  derived 

»W  The  ftory  it  prettily  told  in  Juftin's  Dialogues.  Tillemont 
{h/ksm.  Ecclefiaft.  torn,  ii*  p.  3340»  ^>>o  «J«cs  it  after  him,  it  fore 
that  the  old  man  wat  a  difgoifed  angel. 
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*^  from  the  abufe  of  the   arts  and  fciences   of 
*•  the  infidels,  and   they   corrupt   the  fimplicity 
^*  of  the  gofpel  by    the  refinemtots  of  human 
f*  reafon  "^'' . 
vrithre-  Nor   can  it  be  affirmed  with   truth,   that  the 

rank  and     advantages   of    birth    and    fortune    were    always 
feparated    from    the    profeflion    of    Chriftianity. 
Several  Roman  citizens  were  brought  before  the 
tribunal  of  Pliny,  and  he  foon  difcovered,  that  a 
great  number  of  perfons  of  every  order  of  men  in 
Bithynia  had  deferred   the  rehgion  of  their   an- 
ccftors"".      His   unfufpefled   teftimony   may,   in 
this  inftance,  obtain  more  credit  than  the  bold 
challenge  of  TertuUian,  when  he  addreffes  him- 
felf  to  the  fears  as  well  as  to  the  humanity  of  the 
proconful  of  Africa,  by  affuring  him,  that  if  he 
perfift$  in  his  cruel  intentions,  he  muft  decimate 
Carthage,   and    that   he    will    find    am6ng    the 
guilty   many  perfons  of  his  own   rank,  fenators 
and  matrons  of  nobleft  extraction,  and  the  friends 
or  relations,  of  his   moft  intimate  friends  '*'.    It 
appears,   however,   that  about   forty   years  after- 
wards the  emperor  Valerian  was  perfuaded  of  the 
truth  of  this  affertion,  fince  in  one  of  his  rcfcripts 
he    evidently    fuppofes,    that    fenators,     Roman 
knights,  and  ladies  of  quality,  were  engaged  in 

»»7  Eufcbiuf,  V.  18.  It  may  bcho:  cd,  that  ncne,  except  the hcrtflics, 
gkvt  occafion  to  the  coinplaiiu  of  Cellus  (ap.  Oi  jgen,  I.  ii.  p.  77.), 
that  the  Chriftians  weie  perpetually  cuncair.g  and  alterioe  ihar 
GofpeU. 

"8  piin.  Epift.  X.  97.     Fiieruntalii  fjmilis  air.cniiac,  cives  Romani 

7  -  -  .  -  MuJticnimomnisatati8,fififl«cr^,W,,utriufquefcxus,eiiain 
yocantur  in  pcnculum  ei  vacabuntur. 

»»9  Tertullian  ad  Scapulam.  Yet  even  his  jhcloric  rife*  no  higher 
than  to  cJaiixi  a  tenth  ynn  of  Carthage. 
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the  Chriftlan  feft  '**.  The  church  ftill  continued  chap. 
to  increafe  its  outward  fplendour  as  it  loft  its  '_.-^-^- 
Internal  purity ;  and,  in  the  reign  of  Diocletian, 
the  palace,  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  even  the 
army,  concealed  a  multitude  of  Chriftians,  who 
endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  interefts  of  the  pre- 
fent,  with  thofe  of  a  future  life. 

And  yet  thefe  exceptions  are  either  too  few  in  Chriftian- 
number,  or    too   recent  in  time,  entirely  to  re-  "owa^Ji'^^ 
move  the  imputation  of  ignorance  and  obfcurity  receiyedby 
which  has  been  fo  arrogantly   caft  on  the   firft  andSmpie. 
profelytes  of  Chriftianity.     Inftead  of  employing 
in   our  defence  the  fiftions  of  later  ages,  it  will 
be  more  prudent  to  convert  the  occafion  of  fcan- 
dal  into   a   fubjeft  of  edification.      Our  ferious 
thoughts    wilt   fuggeft   to   us,    that    the   apoftles 
themfelves  were  chofen  by  providence  among  the 
fiffiermen  of  Galilee,  and  that  the  lower  we  de- 
prefs  the  temporal   condition  of  the  firft  Chrift- 
ians,^ the  more  reafon  we  (hall  find   to  admire 
their  merit  and  fuccefs.     It  is  incunlbent  on  us 
diligently   to   remember,    that    the   .kingdom  of 
Heaven  was  promifed  to  the  poor  in  fpirit,  and 
that  minds  afflifted  by  calamity  and  the  contempt 
of  mankind,  cheerfully  liften  to  the  divine  pro* 
mife  of  future  happinefs ;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
the  fortunate  are  fatisfied  with  the  pofleffion  of 
this  world ;  and  the  wife  abufe  in  doubt  and  dlf- 
pute  their  vain  fuperiority  of  reafou  and  know-     . 
ledge. 

^90  Cyprian.  Epift.  79. 
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CHAP,       Wc  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  reflexions  to  conj- 

\..^,^,u  fort  us  fqr  the  lofs  of  fome  illuftrious  charaders, 

R^jeftcd      vhich  in  our  eyes  might  have  feemed  the  .moft 

eminent      worthy  of  the  heavenly  prefent.    The  names  of 

Tft  anV*"*  Seneca,  of  the  elder  and  the  younger  Pliny,  of 

fecondcen-  Tacitus,  of  Plutarch,  of  Galen,  of  the  Have  Epic- 

tetus,  and   of  the   emperor   Marcus   Antoninus, 

adorn  the  age  in  which  they  flouriflied,  and  exalt 

the  dignity  of  human  nature.     They  filled  with 

glory  their  refpedive  ftations,  either  in  adlive  or 

contemplative   life ;    their    excellent    underftand- 

ings   were  improved   by  ftudy;  Philofophy    had 

purified  their  minds  from  the  prejudices  of  the 

popular  fu  perdition  -,  and  their  days  were  fpent 

in  the  purfuit  of  truth  and  the  piaflice  of  virtue. 

Yet  all  thefe  fages  (it  is  no  lefs  an  obje&  of  fur- 

prife  than  6f  concern)  overlooked  .or  reje6ked  the 

perfeftion  of  the   Ghriftian  fyftcm.-   Their   laa- 

guage  or  their  fiknce  equally  difcover  their  con< 

tempt  for  the  growing  fed,  which  in  thdr  time 

had    diffufed    itfelf    over    the    Roman    empire. 

fhofe  amon^  them,  who  condefcend  to  mention 

/the  Chridiaus,  confider  them   only  a$  obftinate 

jand  perverfe  enthufiafts,  who  exafled  an  implicit 

fubmifllon  to  their  myfterious  dodrines,  without 

^eing  able  to  produce  a  fingle  argument  that 

could  engage  the  attentioxi  of  men  of  fexifeand 

learning  •^'. 

"9«  Dr.Lardner,  in  his  firft  and  (eeond  Toluttie  ofjcwtih  and  Chrif- 
tian  teftiifionies,  coIl^As  and  ^luflratet  thofe  of  Fliny  the  younger^  of 
Tacitus,  of  Galer,  of  Marcus  Anroninus,  and  perhaps  of  Epidetus 
(for  it  is  doubtful  whether  that  philofopher  meaos  to  fpeak  of  the 
Chriflians).  The  new  feft  it  totally  oimoticed  bj  Seoeca,  the  elder 
rlinj,  and  Plutarch,         • 
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It  IS  at  lead  doubtful  whether  any  of  tbefe  phi-  c  h  a  f^. 
lofophers  perufed  the  apologies  which  the  primi-  ^_^  \j^ 
fire  Chriftians  repeatedly  publUhed  hi  behalf  of  Th«'»' 
themfelves  and  of  their  religion  ;*  but  it  is  much  prfphecy 
to  be  lamented  that  fuch  a  caufe  was  not  defended 
by   abler  advocates.      They   expofe  with  fuper-> 
6uous   wit  and   eloquence,    the  extravagance  of 
Polytheifm.      They   imereft  our   compailion    by 
difplaying  the  innocence  and  fuiFerings  of   their 
injured  brethren.     But  when  they  would  demon* 
flrate    the    divine    origin  of    Chridianity,    they 
infill    much    more  ftrongly    on  the    predictions 
which  announced,    than  on  the  miracles  which 
accompanied,    the  •  appearance    of   the    Meiliah. 
Their  favourite  argument   might  ferve   to  edify 
a  Chriftian  or  to  convert  a  Jew,  fince  both  the 
one  and  the  other  acknowledge  the  authority  of 
ihofe  prophecies,    and   both    are    obliged,    with 
devout  reverence,  to  fearch  for  their  fenfe  and 
their  accomplilhment.      But  this  mode   of  per- 
fuafion  lofes  much  of  its  weight  and  influence^ 
when  it  is  addreffed  to  thofe  who  neither  under- 
ftamd  nor  refpe£t  the  Mofaic  difpen&tion  and  the 
proplietic  ftyle***.     In   the    un(kilful    hands    of 
Juftin  and  of  the  fucceeding  apologiils,  the  fub< 
lime  meaning  of  the  Hebrew  oracles  evaporates 
in  diftant  types,  affeded  conceits,  and  cold  alle- 

i9>  If  the  famous  prophecy  of  the  Seventy  Weeks  had  been  alleged 
to  a  Roman  philofepher,  would  he  not  have  replied  in  the  words  of 
Cicero,  **  Quse  tandem  lAa  aaguratio  eft,  annorum  potius  quam  ant 
<■  menfium  aut  dienim  ?'\  De  Divinatione>  it»  %o.  ObierTe  with 
what  irreverence  Lucian  (in  Alexandro»  c.  13.)  and  his  friend  Cellhft 
ap.  Origen  (I.  vii.  p.  jay.)  exprefs  themfelves  concerning  the  Hebrew 
prophets. 
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gories ;  and  even  their  authenticity  was  rendered 
fufpicious  to  an  unenhghtencd  Gentile,  by  the 
mixture  of  pious  forgeries,  which,  under  the 
names  of  Orpheus,  Hermes,  and  the  Sibyls  *'', 
were  obtruded  on  him  as  of  equal  value  with  the 
genuine  infpirations  of  Heaven.  The  adoption 
of  fraud  and  fophiftry  in  the  defence  of  revela- 
tion, too  often  reminds  us  of  the  injudicious 
conduft  of  thofe  poets  who  load  their  invulnerable 
heroes  with  a  ufelefs  weight  of  cumberforae  and 
brittle  armour. 

But  how  (hall  we  excufe  the  fupine  inattention 
of  the  Pagan  and  philofophic  world,  to  thofe 
evidences  which  were  prefented  by  the  hand  of 
Omnipotence,  not  to  their  reafon,  but  to  their 
fenfes  ?  -During  the  age  of  Chrift,  of  his  apoftles, 
and  of  their  firft  difciples,  the  doftrine  which  they 
preached  was  confirmed  by  innumerable  prodi- 
gies. The  lame  walked,  the  blind  faw,  the  fick 
were  healed,  the  dead  were  raifed,  djemoAs  were 
expelled,  and  the  laws  of  Nature  were  frequently 
fiifpended  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  But  the 
feges  of  Greece  and  Rome  turned  afide  from  the 
awful  fpedtacle,  and  purfuing  the  ordinary  occu- 
pations of  life  and  ftudy,  appeared  unconfcious  of 
any  alterations  in  the  moral  or  phyfical  govern- 


'  "93  The  Philofopliers,  who  Jended  the  more  ancient  pretliflioiisof 
tht  SibyU,  wouUl  ealily  liave  Jctt^tti  ihe  Jewifli  and  Chrittian  Forge- 
rieSi  wUicii  have  been  Co  triumphantly  quoted  by  the  fathers,  from 
Jollin  Msirtyr  to  La^^iitiiu.  When  lUe  Sibylline  vcrfes  had  per- 
iormed  their  appointed  t.ilk,  they,  like  the  i'yftem  oF  the  miUenniuir, 
^erc  quietly  Uid  afitc.  The  ChriiHan  Sibyl  bad  unluckily  Hjced  the 
ruiu  of  Kume  foi'  ihe  year  s^s*  A.  U.  Ct  94.)^. 
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ment  of  the  world.     Under  the  reign- of  Tibe-  Chap. 
rius,  the  whole,  earth  '***,  or  at  leaft  a  celebrated 
province  of  the  Roman  empire  *•*,  was  involved 
in  a  praetematural  darknefs  of  three  hours.     Even 
this  miraculous  event,  which  ought  to  have  ex- 
cited the  wonder,  the  curiofity,  and  the  devotion* 
of  mankind,  pafled  without  notice  in  an  age  of 
fcience  and  hiftory  '^.     It  happened  during  the 
lifetime  of  5eneca  and  the  elder  Pliny,  who  muft 
have  experienced   the  immediate  eflFedls,   or  re- 
ceived the   earlieft  intelligence  of    the   prodigy. 
Each  of  thefe  philofophers,  in  a  laborious  work,^ 
has  recorded  ^11  the  great  phenomena  of  Nature, 
earthquakes,  meteors,  comets,  and  eclipfes,  which 
his  indefatigable  curiofity  could  colled  "•'.     Both 
the  one  and  the  other, have  omitted  to  mention 
the  greateft  phenomenon  to  which  the  mortal  eye 
has  been  witnefs  iince  the  creation  of  the  glob^. 
A  diftinfl:  chapter   of   Pliny  ***•   is   defigned    for 
eclipfes  of  an  extraordinary  nature  and  unufual 
duration ;  btit  he  concents  himfelf  with  defcrib- 

>9^  The  fathers,  as  they  are  drawn  out  in  battle  array  by  Dom 
Calmet  (DifTertations  fur  la  Biblf,  torn.  iii.  p.  295  — 308. ]»  fcem  to  ' 
cover  the  whole  earth  with  darknefs,  in  which  they  are  followed  by 
moft  of  the  moderns. 

>95  Oxigen  ad  Matth.  c.  27.  and  a  few  modern  critics,  Bezn,  Le 
Clerc,  Lardner,  &c.  are  defirous  of  coi)fining  it  to  the  land  of  Jiidea. 

•96  The  celebrated  pulVi^e  ot  Phlegon  is  now  wifely  abandoned. 
When  Tcrtullian  affures  the  Pngnns,  thar  the^meniion  of  the  prodigy 
is  found  in  Arcanis  (not  Archivis)  vcftris  (fee  his  Apology,  c.  11.), 
he  probably  appeals  to  the  Sibylline  verles,  which  relate  it  exa^ly  in 
the  words  of  the  Gofpel. 

>97  Seneca  Qneft.  Natur,  u  i*  15.  vi.  i«  vii.  17.  Plin;  Hift* 
Natur.  1.  ii. 

198  Flln,  Hill.  Katur.  ii.  30. 
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ing  the  fingular  defed  of  light  \irhich  fcUoved 
the  murder  of  Cacfar,  when,  during  the  greateft 
part  of  the  year,  the  otb  of  the  fun  appeared  pale 
and  iHthout  fplendour.  Thia  feafon  of  obfcurity^ 
which  cannot  furely  be  compared  with  the  prao^ 
ternatural  darknefs  of  the  Paflion,  had  beea 
already  celebrated  by  mod  of  the  poets***  and 
hiftorians  of  that  memorable  age  ^'^^ 

*99  Virgil •  Georgic.  i.  466.  Tibvllut,  I.  i.  Eleg.  r,  ver.  7f  • 
OviJ.  Meiamorph.  xt.  7%%,  Ltican.  Pharfal.  i.  540.  The  laft  of 
tbefepoeta  places  this  proiligj  before  th«  civil  war. 

«<x»  See  a  public  epiiile  of  M.  Antony  in  Jofepli.  Antiqviu  xin 
ja%.  Plutarch  in  Caefar.  p.  471.  Appian,  Bell.  Civil.  1.  iv.  Dio« 
Caflius,  1.  xW,  p.  431.  Julius  Obfc^uens,  e.  lit.  His  little  Crca* 
tile  it  aa  abiira^  pf  Livy*s  plodigtet* 
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CHAP.    XVI. 

The  CimduSi  $f  the  Roman  Government  towards  the 
Cbri/Uansy  from  the  Reign  of  Nero  to  thai  of 
Co^aniine. 

•IF  we  ferioufly  confider  the  purity  of  the  Chriftian 
•*  religion,  the  fanftity  of  its  moral  precepts,  and 
the  innocent  as  well  as  auftere  lives  of  the  greater  phrift«in. 

,  °  ityperie- 

number  of  thole,  who  during  the  nni  ages  em-  cuted  by 
braced  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  we  Ihould  natu- 
rally fuppofe,  that  fo  benevolent  a.  dodrine  would 
have  been  received  with  due  reverence,  even  by 
the  unbelieving  world  j  that  the  learned  and  the 
polite,  however  they  might  deride  the  miracles» 
would  have  efteemed  the  virtues  of  the  new  fe£t ; 
and  that  the  magiftrates,  inftead  of  perfecuting, 
would  have  protected  an  order  of  men  who  yielded 
the  moft  paiiive  obedience  to  the  laws,  though 
they  declined  the  aflive  cares  of  war  and  govern- 
ment. If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  recollect  the 
univerfal  toleration  of  Polytheifm,  as  it  was  in- 
variably maintained  by  the  faith  of  the  people, 
the  incredulity  of  philofophers,  and  the  policy 
^  of  the  Roman  fenate  and  emperors,  we  are  at 
a  lofs  to  difcover  what  new  offence  the  Chrillians 
had  committed,  what  new  provocation  could 
esafperate  the  mild  indifference  of  antiquityi 
and  what  new  motives  could  urge  the  Roman 
princes,  who  beheld  without  concern  a  thouland 
^>nns  of  religion  fubiifting  in  peace  under  their 
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CHAP,  gentle  fway,  to  inflift  a  fevere  punifliment  otf 
any  part  of  their  fubjefts,  who  had  chofen  for 
themlelves  a  fingular  but  an  indffenfive  mode  of 
faith  and  worfliip. 

The  teb'gious  policy  of  the  ancient  world  feems 
to  have  affumed  a  more  ftern  and  intolerant  cha- 
rafter,  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  Chriftianky. 
About  fouricore  years  after  the  death  of  Chrift, 
bis  innocent  difciples  were  punifhed  with  death 
by  the  fentence  of  a  proconful  of  the  moft  ami- 
able and  philofophic  charafter,  and  according  to 
the  laws  of  an  emperor,  diftinguiflied  by  the  wif- 
dom  and  juftice  of  his  general  adminiftration. 
The  apologies  which  were  repeatedly  addrefled 
to  the  fucceflbrs  of  Trajan  are  filled  with  the 
moft  pathetic  complaints,  that  the  Chriftians  who 
obeyed  the  didlates,  and  folicited  the  liberty  of 
confcience,  were  alone,  among  all  the  fubjefts  of 
the  Roman  empire,  excluded  from  the  common 
benefits  of  their  aufpicious  government.  The 
deaths  of  a  few  eminent  martyrs  have  been  re- 
corded with  care  ;  and  from  the  time  that  Chrif- 
tianity  was  inverted  with  the  fupreme  power,  the 
governors  of  the  church  have  been  no  lefs  dili- 
gently employed  in  difplaying  the  cruelty,  than 
in  imitating  the  conduft,  of  their  Pagan  adv'er- 
faries.  To  feparate  (if  it  be  poffible)  a  few 
authentic  as  well  as  interefting  fads  from  an  tm- 
digefted  mafs  of  fiction  and  error,  and"  to  relate, 
in  a  clear  and  rational  •  manner,  the  caufes^  the 
extent,  the  duration,  and  the  moft  important 
circumftanccs  of  the  perfecutions  to  which  the 
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firft  Chriftians  were  expofed,  is  the  defign  of  the  chap.. 
pre  Pent  Chapter.  t^^  -;^ 

The    fedaries   of   a   perfecuted    religion,    de-  i"qu»ry 
prefled  by  fear,  animated  with  refentment,   and  moiiver/ 
perhaps   heated  by  enthufiafm,  are   feldom  in  a 
proper  temper  of  mind  calmly  to  inveftigate,  or 
candidly  to  appreciate,  the  motives  of  their  ene« 
mies,   which  often  efcape  the  impartial  and  dif* 
cerning  view  even  of  thofe  who  are  placed  at  a 
fecure   diftance   from  the   flames   of  perfecution.r 
A  reafon  has  been  afllgtied  for  the  conduft  of  the 
emperors  towards  the  primitive  Chriftians,  which 
may  appear  the  more  fpecious  and  probable  as  it  , 
is  drawn  from  the  acknowledged  genius  of  Poly- 
theifra.     It  has  already  been   obferved,  that   the 
religious   concord  of.  the   world   was   principally 
fupported   by   the   implicit   aflent   and   reverence 
which  the  nations  of  antiquity  exprefled  for  their 
refpedive  traditions   and   ceremonies.      It   might 
therefore    be    expefted,    that   they  would   unite 
with  indignation  againft  any  feft  or  people  which 
ihould    feparate    itfelf    from   the   communion   of 
mankind,    and   claiming  the   exclufivq  poffeflion 
of  divine  knowledge,  fliould  difJain  every  form 
of  worQiip  except  its  own,    as  impious  and  ido- 
latrous.      The   rights   of    toleration    were    held 
by   mutual    indulgence :    they  were    juftly    for- 
feited  by  a  refufal  of   the  accuftomed   tribute. 
As   the  payment   of  this   tribute   was   inflexibly 
refufed.  by   the  Jews,  and   by  them  alone,    the 
confideration  of  the  treatn\ent  which  they  expe- 
rienced 
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rienced  from  the  Roman  magiftrates,  will  fenre 
to  explain  how  fiair  thefe  fpeculations  are  ju^ified 
by  fa£ts,  and  will  lead  us  to  difcover  the  true 
caufes  of  the  perfecution  of  Chriftianity. 
Rebellious  Without  repeating  what  has  been  already  men- 
tSi^jcws.  ^oJ^cd,  of  the  reverence  of  the  Roman  princes 
and  governors  for  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  we 
fliall  only  obferve,  that  the  deftrudion  of  the 
temple  and  city  was  accompanied  and  followed 
"by  every  circumftance'  that  could  exafperate  the 
minds  of  the  conquerors,  and  authorize  religious 
perfecution  by  the  mod  fpecious  arguments  of 
political  juftice  and  the  public  fafery.  From  the 
reign  of  Nero  to  that  of  Antoninus  Pius,  the 
Jews  difcovered  a  fierce  impatience  of  the  domi« 
nion  of  Rome,  which  repeatedly  broke  out  in 
the  mod:  furious  maflacres  and  infurreftions* 
Humanity  is  ihocked  at  the  recital  of  the  horrid 
crueldes  which  they  committed  in  the  cities  of 
Egypt,  of  Cyprus,  and  of  Cyrene,  where  they 
dwelt  in  treacherous  friendfhip  with  the  unfuf- 
pedling  natives ' ;  and  we  are  tempted  to  applaud 
the  fevere  retaliation  which  was  exercifed  by  the 
arms  of  the  legions  againft  a  race  of  fanatics, 
whofe  dire  and  credulous  fuperftition  feemed  to 
rmder  them  the  implacable  enemies  not  only  of 

>  In  Cyrene  they  mtiTacred  sao>ooo  Greeks  j  in  Cypnn,  ft4o^oc»i 
In  Egypt*  a  very  great  multitude.  Many  of  theft  unhappy  riAint 
were  ^ved  afunder,  acconling  to  a  precedent  to  which  DaTid  hid 
given  the  ftnAion  of  his  example.  The  viAoridot  J«wt  deroyiwl 
the  ilcib,  licked  up  the  blood,  and  twitted  the  entraiU  like  •  gtrd|» 
round  their  bodies.    See  Dion'CafTios,  1.  kWii.  p.  ti45« 
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he  Roman  governraept,  but  of  humankind  *•  c  h  a  p. 
The  enthufiafm  of  the  Jews  was  fupported  by  i.-^^-w 
the  opinion,  that  it  was  unlawful  for  them  to  pay 
taxes  to  an  idolatrous  ms&tr ;  and  by  the  flat<» 
taring  promife  which  they  derived  from  their 
ancient  oracles,  that  a  conquering  Mefliah  would 
foon  arife,  deftined  to  break  their  fetters,  and  to 
inveft  the  favourites  of  heaven  with  the  empire 
of  the  earth.  It  was  by  announcing  himfelf  as 
their  long-expeded  deliverer,  and  by  calling  on 
all  the  defendants  of  Abraham  to  aflert  the  hope 
of  Krael,  that  the  famous  Barchochebas  coUefled 
a  formidable  army,  with  which  he  reiifted  dur« 
ing  two  years  the  power  of  the  emperor  Ha« 
drian^ 

Notwithftanding    thefe   repeated  provocations,  Toieratioa 
the  refentment  of    the   Roman  princes  expired  ujjjfl^^. 
after  the  viftory }  nor  were  their  apprehenfionft  ligion. 
continued  beyond  the  period  of  war  and  danger* 
By  the  general  indulgence  of  polythdfm,  and  by 
the  mild  temper  of  Antoninus  Pius,   the  Jews 
were  reftored    to    their  ancient  privileges,    and 
once  more  obtained  the   permifSon  of   circum- 
cifmg  their  children,  with  the  eafy  reftraint,  that 
they  fhould  never  confer  on  any  foreign  profelyte 

*  Without  repeating  the  well-known  narratives  of  Jofephus,  we 
may  learn  from  Dion  (I.  Ixix.  p.  ii62.)y  that  in  Hadrian*s  war 
580,000  Jews  were  cut  off  by  the  fword,  befides  an  infinite  number 
which  perifhed  by  famine,  by  difeafe^and  by  fire. 

i  For  the  (e^  of  the  Zealots,  fee  Bafnage,  Uiftotre  des  Jutfs,  ].  i • 
c.  17.  for  the  chara6lers  of  the^efftah,  according  to  the  Rabbis,  U  r* 
c.  1I9 IX,  13.  for  the  anions  of  Barchochebas,  L  vii.  c.  ia«  ^ 

Vol.  ir.  C  c  that 
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CHAP,  that  diftinguilhing  mark  of  the  Hebrew  race  *. 
The  numerous  remains  of  that  people,  though 
they  were  ftill  excluded  from,  the  precinCks  of 
Jerufalem,  were  permitted  to  form  and  td  main- 
tain confiderable  eftablrfhments  both  in  Italy  and 
in  the  provinces,  to  acquire  the  freedom  of  Rome, 
to  enjoy  municipal  honours,  and  to  obtain  at  the 
fame  time  an  exemption  from  the  burdenfome 
and  expenfive  oflBces  of  fociety.  The  modera- 
tion or  the  contempt  of  the  Romans  gave  a  legal 
fan£tion  to  the  form  of  ecclefiaftical  police  which 
was  inftituted  by  the  vanquifhed  feft.  The  pa- 
triarch, who  had  fixed  his  refidence  at  Tiberias, 
was  empowered  to  appoint,  his  fubordinate  mi- 
nifters  and  apoftles,  lo  exercife  a  domeftic  jurif* 
diftion,  and  td  receive  from  his  difperfed  bre- 
thren an  annual  contribution  \  New  fynagogues 
were  frequently  erefted  in  the  principal  cities  of 
the  empire ;  and  the  fabbaths,  the  fads,  and  the 
feftlvals,  which  were  either  commanded  by  the 
Mofaic  law,  or  enjoined  by  the  traditions  of  the 
Rabbis,  were  celebrated  in  the  mod  folemn  and 
public  manner  ^  Such  gentle  treatment  infen- 
fibly  affuaged  the  ftern  temper  of  the  Jews. 
Awakened  from  their    dream  of  prophecy   and 

4  It  is  to  Modeftinus,  a  Roman  lawyer  (1.  vi.  regular.}*  that  we 
are  indebted  foradiftinA  knowledge  ot  the  £di£lof  Antonioas.  See 
Cafaiibon  ad  Hift.  Augu((.  p.  27. 

5  See  fiafnage,  Hiftoire  dct  Juift,  1.  iii«  c.  t,  3.  The  office  of 
Patriarch  was  luppreffed  by  Theodofiut  the  younger. 

*  We  need  only  mention  the  purim,  or  deliverance  of  the  Jews 
from  the  rage  of  Haman,  which,  till  the  reign  of  Theodofiut,  wu 
celebrated  with  infolent  triumph  and  riotous  intemperance,  fiafnage, 
Hilh  des  Juifs>  l.vi.  c.  17.  I.  viii«  c.  (>. 
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tbnqued,  they  affomed  the  behaviour  of  -peace-  c  h  a  p.  . 
able  and  induftrious  fubjedls.  Their  irreconcileable  -^u— ,-^ 
hatred  of  mankind,  indead  of  flaming  out  in  afts 
of  blood  and  violence,  evaporated  in  lefs  dangerous 
gratifications.  They  embraced  every  opportunity 
of  over-reaching  the  idolaters  in  trade;  and  they 
pronounced  fecret  and  ambiguous  Imprecations 
againft  the  haughty  kingdom  of  Edbm  ^ 

Since  the  Jews,  who  rejeded  with  abhorrence  Thcjewi 
the  deities  adored  by  their  fovereign  and  by  their  ^''■® » 
fellow-fubjefts,  enjoyed   however  the  free    exer-  which  foi- 
cife  of  their  unfocial  religion;  there  muft  have  crnftiant 
exifted  fome  other  caufe,  which  expofed  the  dif-  afc^ which 
ciples  of  Chrift  to  thofe  feverities  from  which  the  th*e  religion 
pofterity  of  Abraham  was  exempt;     The  differ-  j'^fj**^''^ 
ence  between  them  is  fimple  and  obvious;  but, 
according  to  the  fentiments  of  antiquity,  it  was 
of   the  higheft  importance.      The  Jews  were  a 
nation;  the  Chriftians  were  z  fed :  and  if  it  was 
natural  for  every  community  to  refpeft  the  facred 
inflitutions  of  their  neighbours,   it    was  incum- 
bent on  them  to  perfevere  in  thofe  of  their  an- 
ceftors.     The  voice   of  oracles,   the  precepts  of 
philofophers,  and  the  authority  of  ^  the  laws,  una* 
nimoufly  enforced   this  national   obligation;     By 
their  lofty  claim  of  fuperior    fanftity,    the   Jews 
might  provoke  the  Polytheifts  to  confider  them 

7  According  to  the  falfe  Jofephus,  Tfepho,  the  grtndfon  of  Efau, 
coaJu^ed  into  Italy  the  army  of  ^neas,  king  of  Caithage. 
Another  colony  of  IdunnaBanty  flying  from  the  (word  of  David>  took 
refuge  in  the  dominions  of  Romulu}.  For  thefci  or  for  other  reafont 
of  equal  weight,  the  name  of  Edom  wai  applied  by  the  Jews  to  th« 
Konun  empire. 
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CHAP,  as  aA  odious  and  iitapure  race.  By  difdaiiiing 
the  intereburie  of  other  nations  they  might  de- 
feire  their  ccmtempt.  The  laws  of  Mofes  might 
be  for  the  m(^  part  friyolous  or  abfurd;  yet 
imce  they  had  been  received  during  many  ages 
by  ii  large  fociety,  his  followers  were  juftified 
by  the  example  of  mankind ;  and  it  was  uniYer- 
fally  acknowledged,  that  they  had  a  right  to 
I^adife  what  it  Would  have  been  criminal  in 
them  to  neg|e&«  But  this  principle  which  pro« 
tested  the  Jewifli  fynagogue,  afforded  not  any 
£iYOttr  or  fecurity  to  the  primitive  church.  By 
embracing  the  faith  of  the  Gofpel,  the  Chriftians  j 
incurred  the  fuppofed  guilt  of  an  unnatural  and 
unpardonable  ofl^nce*  They  diflblved  the  facred 
ties  of  cuftom  and  education,  violated  the  religi-  I 
ous  inftitutions  of  their  country,  and  prefump- 
tttoufly  defpifed  whatever  their  fathers  had  be* 
lieved  as  true,  or  had  reverenced  as  facred.  Nor 
was  this  apoftacy  (if  we  may  ufe  the  expreflion) 
merely  of  a  partial  or  local  kind ;  fmce  the  pious 
deferter  who  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  temples 
of  Egypt  or  Syria,,  would  equally  difdain  to  feek 
an  afylum  in  thofe  of  Athens  or  Carthage.  Every 
Chriftian  rejeded  with  contempt  the  fuperllitions 
of  his  family,  his  city,  and  his  province.  The 
whole  body  of  Chriftians  unanimoufly  refufed  to 
hold  any  communion  with  the  gods  of  Rome, 
of  the  eilipire,  and  of  mankind.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  opprefied  believer  aflerted  the  inalienable 
Tights  of  confcience  and  private  judgment* 
Though  his  fituation  might  excite  the  pity,  his 
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argument^  could  never  reach  the  uhderftamding,  chap. 
«ther  of  the  philofophic  or  of  the  believing  part  '_i^y^ 
of  the  Pagan  world.  To  their  apprehenfions,  it 
'was  no  lefs  a  matter  of  furprife,  that  any  iadi- 
viduais  ihould  entertain  fcruples  againl|jt  comply- 
ing with  the  eftablifhed  mode  of  worfhip,  than  if 
they  had  conceived  a  Cudden  abhorrence  to  the 
manners,  the  drefs,  or  the  language  of  their  native 
country  *. 

The  furprife  of  the  Pagans  was  foon  fucc^eded  Chriftian- 
by    refentment;    and  the    mofi:    pious  of    men  o/^athdrm» 
^ere  expofed  to  the  unjuft  but  dangerous  impu-  tJj^"\!^' 
tation  of  impiety.      Malice  and  prejudice   coxv*  thepeopi« 
curred  in  reprefeniing  the  Chriftians  as  a  fociety  fophert!"' 
of  atheids,  who,  by  the  moft  daring  attack  on 
the  religious  conftitution  of  the  empire,  had  me- 
rited the  leverefl:  animadverfion  of  the  civil  ma« 
giftrate.      They   had  feparated  themfelves   (they 
gloried  in  the  confeflion)  from  every  mode  of 
fuperftition  which  was  received  in  any  pzh  of  the 
globe  by  the  various  temper  of  polytheifm :  but 
it  was  not  altogether  fo  evident  what  deity,  or 
what  form  of  worfhip,  they  had  fubftituted  to  thi^ 
gods   and   temples  of  antiquity.     The  pure  and 
fublime  idea  which  they  entertained  of  the  Su« 
preme  Being  efcaped  the  grofs  conception  of  the 
Pagan  multitude,  who  were  at  a  lofs  to  difcover 

*  From  the  arguments  of  Celfus,  as  tbey  are  reprefentcd  and  refuted 
by  Origen  (1.  v.  p.  »47— »59.)*  ^«  ^^Y  clearly  difcover  the  diftinc- 
liooihatwas  made  between  the  Jewi(h  peopie  and  the  Chriftian^. 
See  in  the  Dialogae  of  Minucius  Fcelix  (c.  s»  ^•)  &  f^ir  and'  npt 
inelegatit  defcriptioo  of4he  populv  feniimeatSy  mth  regard  to  thedc- 
fatioA  of  the  eftabliihed  worihip. 
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CHAP.  ^  fpiritual  and  folitary  God,  that  was  neither  TC: 
prefented  upder  any  corporeal  figure  or  vifible 
fymbol,  nor  was  adored  with  the  accuftomed 
pomp  of  .libations  and  feftivals,  pf  altars  and 
facrifices^  The  fages  of  Greece  ^d  Rome, 
who  had  elevated  their  minds  to  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  exigence  and  attributes  of  the  FWl 
Caufe,  were  induced  by  reafpn  or  by  vanity  to 
rcferve  for  themfelves  and  their  chofen  difciples 
the  privilege  of  this  pbilpfophical  devotion  ■*. 
They  were  far  from  admitting  the  prejudices  of 
mankind  as  the  ftahdard  of  truth,  but  they  con- 
iidered  them  as  flowing  from  the  original  dif- 
pofition  of  human  nature ;  and  they  fuppofed 
that  any  popular  mode  of  faith  and  worftip  which 
prefumed  to  diiclaim  the  afliftance  of  the  fenfes, 
would,  m  prbportioi^  as  it  receded  from  fuper- 
Aition,  find  itfelf  incapable  of  reftraining  the 
wanderings  of  the  fancy  and  the  vifion^  of  fana- 
ticifm.  The  carelefs  glance  which  men  of  wit 
and  learning  condefcended  to  caft  on  the  Chrift- 
ian  revelation,  ferved  only  to  confirm  their 
hafty  opinion,  and  to  perfuade  thiepi,  that  the 
principle,  which  they  might  have  revered,  of  the 
divine  unity,  was  defaced  by  the  wild  ^ntbufialm, 

.  9  Cur  nullas  iras  babent  ?  templa  nulla  ?  nulla  nota  Cnnulacra  ? 
•  .  .  •  Uncle  autem,  vel  quit  ille,  aut  ubi,  Deus  untcus,  folitariifty 
.deftitutus?  Minucius  Foelix,  c.  lo*  The  Pagan  interlocutor  goes 
on  to  make  a  diftin£lion  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  who  bad  once  a 
temple,  altars,  viClims,  &c. 

*o  It  is  diflicult  (fays^  Plato)  to  attain,  and  dan^eroua  to  publiA, 
the  knowledge  of  the  true  God.  See  the  Theologiedes  Philofopliei, 
in  the  Abb^  d^OHvet's  French  tranflationof  Tully  deNatuia  Dcorum, 
torn.  i.  p.  175. 
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sxid  annihilated  by  the  airy  fpeculations,  of  the 
new  feftaries.  The  author  of  a  celebrated  dia- 
logue, which  has  been  attributed  to  Lucian,  whilft 
he  affefts  to  treat  the  myfterious  fubjeft  of  the 
Trinity  in  a  ftyle  of  ridicule  and  contempt,  betrays 
his  own  ignorance  of  the  weaknefs  of  human  rea- 
.fon,  and  of  the  infcrutable  nature  of  the  Divine 
.perfeftions  ". 

It  might  appear  lefs  furprifing,  that  the  founder 
of  Chriftianity  Ihould  not  only  be  revered  by  his 
difciples  as  a  fage  and  a  prophet,  but  that  he 
fliould  be  adored  as  a  God.  The  Polytheifts 
were  difpofed  to  adopt  every  article  of  faith, 
which  feemed  to  offer  any  refemblance,  however  > 
diftant  or  imperfeft,  with  the  popular  mythology ; 
and  the  legends  of  Bacchus,  of  Hercules,  and 
of  jSSfculapius,  had,  in  fome  meafure,  prepared 
their  imagination  for  the  appearance  of  the  Son 
-ofQod  under  a  human  form '%  But  they  were 
aftonifhed  that  the  Chriftians  (hpuld  fibandon  the 
femples  of    thpfe    ancient    heroes,   who,  jn  th^ 

i>  The  author  of  the  Pliilopatrit  perpetually  treats  the  rhrifirant  as 
a  company  of  dreaming  enthufiafts,  ^ffipovMi,  ouQtfM,  atdepoborwrf^y 
£c?'^(£arwu?9  &c.  and  in  one  place  maniteii)^  alludes  to  the  vifion,  in 
which  St.  Paul  was  tianfported  to  the  third  heaven.  In  another  place* 
TriephoDy  who  perfonates  a  Chrldian,  after  deriding  the  Gods  of 
Paganifm^  propolcs  a  myfterious  oath, 

Afi9fi-s»y  /U.E  ^i^ocr^tuii  (is  the  prcfane  ajifwer  of  Critias)^  xeu  o^K^n 

•*  According  to  Juftin  Martyr  (Apolog.  Major,  c.  70—85.),  the 
dxnrion,  who  had  gained  fome  im{>eife6\  knowledge  of  the  prophecies, 
purpofely  contrived  this  refemblance,  which  might  deter,  though  by 
different  means,  both  the  people  and  the  philofophers  frona  embracing 
the  faith  of  Cbrift. 
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^  H  A  p.  fofailcy  of  the  world,  had  ioTented  arts,   mftU 

vJ^y^  tuted  laws,  and  vanquiflied  the  tyrants  or  mon* 

fters  who  infefted  the  earth ;  in  order  to  choofe 

for  the  exclufive  objed  of  their  religious  wor« 

Ihip,  an  obfcure  teacher,  who,  in  a  recent  age, 

and  among  a  barbarous  people,  had  fallen  a  fa* 

orifice  either  to  the  malice  of  his  own  country* 

men,  or  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  Roman  govern* 

meat.       The  Pagan    multitude,   referring   their 

gratitude  for  temporal  benefits  alone,  rejeded  the 

ineftimable  prefent  of  life  and  immortality,  which 

was  offered  to  mankind  by  Jefus  of  Nazareth. 

His  mild  conftancy  in  the  midft  of  cruel  and 

voluntary  fufferings,    his  univerfal    benevolence, 

and  the  fublime  (implicity  of  his  anions  and  cha- 

tader,  were  infu^cient,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 

carnal  men,  to  compensate  for  the  want  of  fame, 

of  empire,  and  of  fuccefs  ;  and  whilft  they  refufed 

to  acknowledge  his  ftupendous  triumph  over  the 

powers  of  darknefs  and  of  the  grave,  they  mifre- 

prefented,  or  they  infulted,  the  equivocal  birth, 

wandering  life,  and  ignominious  death,  of  the  di* 

vine  Author  of  Chriftianity  ". 

the  union       The  perfonal  guilt  which  every  Chriftian  had 

b?i«*of  tiie  contrafted,  in  thus  preferring  his  private  fenti- 

Chriftiani    mcut  to  the  national  religion,  was  aggravated  in 

ais  a  dan.     »  very  high  d^ree  by  the  number  and  union  of 

conn        ^^^  criminals.    It  is  well  known,  and  has  been 

^*  already  obferved,  that  Roman  policy  viewed  with 

It  In  the  firft  and  fecondbookt  of  Origen,  Celfus  tre^t  the  birth 
and  cbara£(er  of  our  Saviour  with  the  moft  impious  contempt,  Tht 
orator  Libanius  praifes  Porphyry  and  Julian  for  confuting  the  folly  of 
a  fefty  which  ftylcd  a  dead  man  of  Paleftinei  God,  and  the  Ton  of 
Cod.    Socratea,  Hill.  £cclefiaft.  iti,  2%* 
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the   utmoft  jealoufy  and  diftruft  any  affociation   chap. 
among   its   fubjefts ;    and  that   the  privileges  of 
private   corporations,  though  formed  for  the  moft 
harmlefs   or  beneficial   purpofes,   were  beftowcd 
with    a  very  fparing  hand'*.     The  religious   af- 
femblies  of   the  Chriftians,    who   had   feparated 
themfelves  from  the  public  worfliip,  appeared  of 
a  much  lefs  innocent  nature:  they  were  illegal 
in    their    principle,    and    in    their    confequences 
might   become  dangerous;   nor  were  the  empe* 
rors  confcious  that  they  violated  the  laws  of  juf- 
tice,  when,  for  the  peace  of  fociety,    they  pro- 
hibited   thofe    fecret    and    fo'metimes    nofturnal 
meetings".      The    pious    difobedience     of    the 
Chriftians  made  their  condufl,  or  perhaps  their 
defigns,  appear  in  a  much  more  ferious  and  cri- 
minal h'ght ;  ^nd  the  Roman  princes,  who  might 
perhaps   have  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  difarmed 
by   a    ready  fubmiffion,    deeming    their   honour 
concerned  in  the  execution  of  their  commands, 
fometimes   attempted,    by  rigorous  punifliments, 
to  fubdue  this  independent   fpirit,  which  boldly 
acknowledged  an   authority   fuperior   to  that  of 
the  magiftrate.     The  extent  and  duration  of  this 
fpiritual  confpiracy  feemed  to  render  it  every  day 
more  deferving  of  his  animadverfion.     We  have 
already  feen  that  the  a£Uve  and  fuccefsful  zeal  of 

'4  The  emperor  Trajan  refufed  to  incorporate  a  company  of  150 
/ireroen,  for  the  ufe  of  the  city  of  Nicomedia.  He  difliked  all  airo^ 
ciatioDS.     See  Plin.  Epift.  x.  41,  43. 

^5  The  proconful  Pliny  had  published  a  general  edi6^  againft  un- 
lawful meetings.  The  pi-udence  of  the  Chriftians  fufpended  their 
Agapie  I  but  it  was  impolfible  for  them  to  omit  the  exercife  of  public 
worfliip, 
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CHAP,    the  Chriftians  had  infenfibly  difFufed  them  through 
v^-^v-.*^  every  province  and  almoft  every  city  of  the  em- 
pire.    The  new  converts  feemed  to  renounce  their 
family    and   country,    that    they   might    conneA 
fbemfelves  in  an  indiflbluble  band  of  union  with 
^  peculiar  fpciety,    which   every  where  aflumed 
a  different  charafter  from  the  reft  of  mankind* 
Their   gloomy  and  auftere  afpeft,    their   abhoi'- 
rence  of  the  common  'bufmefs  and  pleafures  of 
life,  and  their  frequent  predi£kion$  of  impending 
calamities '%  infpired  the  Pagans  with  the  appre- 
henfion  of  fome  danger,*  which  would  arife  from 
the  new  fe6l,  the  more  alarming  as  it  was  the 
more  obfcure.     "  Whatever,*'  fays  Pliny,  **  may 
**  be  the  principle  of  th^ir  co^duft,  th^ir  inflex^r 
*•  ible  obftin^cy  appeared    defprving  pf  punifl;- 
«  ment '%'' 
Their  The  precautions   with  which  the   difciples  of 

citomn7.     Chrift  performed  the  offices  of  religion  weye  at 
wed.  firft  diftated  by  fear  and  neceffity  ;  bpt  they  were 

continued  from  choice.  By  imitating  the  awfql 
fecrecy  which  reigned  in  the  ^leufinian  myfterie^, 
the  Chriftians  had  flattered  thepifelves  th^t  they 
fhould  render  their  facred  inftitutions  more  re- 
fpedable,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Pagan  world  *'•     But 

■^  At  the  prophecies  of  the  Antichriftt  approaching  conflagration* 
&c«  provoked  thofe  Pagans  whom  they  did  not  convert,  they  were 
mentioned  with  caution  and  referve;  and  the  Montanifts  were  cen-> 
fured  for  difclofing  too  freely  the  dangerous  fccret.     See  Moil^eiiDy 

p.  413. 

■7  Ncque  enim  diihitabam,  quoclcunque  eflet  quod  faterentur  (fuch 
are  the  words  of  Pliny),  pervicaciam  certe  et  inflexibiiem  obftinatio- 
ncm  debere  pnniri* 

>>  See  Moiheim^s  Ecclefianical  Hiflory,  vol.  i.  p.  loi.  and  Span- 
belnij  Reinarques  fur  les  Caefais  de  Julien,  p.  4689  &c* 
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the  event,  as  it  often  happens  to  the  operations  chap. 
of  fubtile  policy,  deceived  their  wiihes  and  their  t.„^,^^ 
expedlations.  It  was  concluded,  that  they  only 
.concealed,  what  they  would  have  bluflied  to  dif- 
clofe.  Their  miftaken  prudence  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  ii^alice  to  invent,  and  for  fufpi- 
cious  credqlity  to  believe,  the  horrid  tales  which 
jiefcribed  the  Chridians  as  the  mod  wicked  of 
human  kind,  who  praftifed  in  their  dark  recefTes 
every  abomination  that  a  depraved  fancy  could 
fuggeft,  and  who  folicited  the  favour  of  their 
unknown  God  by  the  facrifice  of  every  moral 
virtue.  There  were  many  who  pretended  to 
confefs  Of  to  relate  the  ceremonies  of- this  ab- 
horrpji  fociety.  It  was  aflerted,  **  that  a  new- 
*'  born  infant,  entirely  covered  over  with  flqpr, 
**  was  prefented,  like  fome  myftic  fymbol  of  ini- 
V  tiation,  to  the  knife  of  the  profelyte,  who  un- 
**  knowingly  inflifted  many  a  fecret  and  mortal, 
*'  wound  on  the  innocent  viftim  of  his  error ; 
*'  that  as  fpon  as  the  cruel  deed  was  perpetrated, 
f  the  feftaries  drank  up  the  blood,  greedily  tore 
**  afunder  the  quivering  members,  and  pledged 
**  themfelves  to  eternal  fecrecy,  by  a  mutual 
**  confcioufnefs  of  guilt.  It  was  as  confidently 
"  affirmed,  that  this  inhuman  facrifice  was  fuc- 
f*  ceeded  by  a  fuitable  entertainment,  in  which 
**  intemperance  ferved  as  a  provocative  to  brutal 
f*  |uft ;  till,  at  the  appointed  moment,  the  lights 
^*  were  fuddenly  extinguifhed,  (hame  was  ba- 
^*  nifhed,  nature  was  forgotten ;  and,  as  acci- 
J*  dent  might  direft,  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
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CHAP.  «  was  polluted  by  the  ince(luou6  commerce   of 
y^^^s^  ^*  fifters    and    brothers,    of  fons    and    of    mo- 

"  thers'V 
IrZllr  ^^^  ^^^  perufal  of  the  ancient  apologies  was 
ddcuce.  fufEcient  to  remove  even  the  flighteft  fufpicion 
from  the  mind  of  a  candid  adverfary.  The 
Chriftians,  with  the  intrepid  fecurity  of  inno- 
cence, appeal  from  the  voice  of  rumour  to  the 
equity  of  the  magiftrates.  They  acknowledge, 
that  if  any  proof  can  be  produced  of  the  crimes 
which  calumny  has  imputed  to  them,  they  arc 
worthy  of  the  mod  fevere  punifliment.  They 
provoke  the  punifliment,  and  they  challenge  the 
proof.  At  the  fame  time  they  urge,  with  equal 
truth  and  propriety,  that  the  charge  is  not  lefs 
devoid  of  probability,  than  it  is  deftitute  of  evi- 
dence ;  they  a(k,  whether  any  one  can  ferioufly 
believe  that  the  pure  and  holy  precepts  of  the 
Gofpel,  which  fo  frequently  reftrained  the  ufe  of 
the  moft  lawful  enjoyments,  fliould  inculcate  the 
practice  of  the  moft  abominable  crimes  ;  that  a 
large  fociety  (hould  refolve  to  diflionour  itfelf  in 
"  the  eyes  of  its  own  members;  and  that  a  great 
number  of  perfons  of  either  fex,  and  every  age 
and  charafter,  infenfible  to  the  fear  of  death  or 
infamy,  fhould  confent  to  violate  thofe  principles 
which  nature  and  education  had  imprinted  moft 

>9  Sre  Juftin  Martyr,  Apolog.  i.  35.  ii.  14..  Athenagorat  in 
Legation,  c.  27*  Tertulllan,  Apolog.  c.  7,  S|  9.  Minuciua  Foelix, 
c.  9»  10.  30,  31.  Thelaft  of  thefe  writers  relates  the  accofation  in 
the  moft  elegant  and  circumftantiaj  mannert  The  anfwer  of  TertuU 
Uan  ii  the  bolJeft  and  moft  vigorous* 

1  i  deeply 
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deeply  In  their  minds  ^.      Nothing,   it    (hould   c  h^  a  p. 
feem,    could   weaken  the    force  or  deftroy  the 
efifeft  of  fo  unanfwerable  a  judification,  unlefs  it 
'Were   the  injudicious   condud   of  the  apologifts 
themfelves,  who  betrayed  the  common  caufe  of 
religion,   to  gratify  their  devout  hatred  to   the 
domeftic  enemies  of  the  church.    It  was  fome- 
times  faintly   infmuated,    and    fometlmes  boldly 
afTerted,  that  the  fame  bloody  facrifices,  and  the 
fame  inceftuous  feftivals,   which  were  fo  falfely 
afcribed  to  the  orthodox  believers,  were  in  reality 
celebrated  by  the  Marcionites,  by  the  Carpocra* 
tians,  and  by  feveral  other  feds  of  the  Gnoftics, 
who,    notwithftanding   they  might  deviate    into 
the  paths  of  herefy,  were  ftilL  aduated  by  the 
fentiments  of  men,   and  (till  governed    by  the  . 
precepts    of    Chridianity  ^'«      Accufations    of    a 
fimilar  kind  were  retorted  upon  the  church  by 
the  fchifmatics  who  had  departed  from  its  com- 
munion *^,  and  it  was  confefTed  on  all  fides,  that 

th^ 

so  la  the  perfecntiDD  of  Lyonsi  fome  Gentile  Hares  were  compeIIed| 
by  the  fear  of  tortures,  to  accufe  their  Chriftian  mafter.    The  church 
*  of  Lyons,  writing  to  their  brethren  of  Aita,  treat  the  horrid  charge 
with  proper  indignation  and  contempt.     Eufeb,  Hift.  Ecclef.  v.  i» 

>>  See  Juftin  Martyr,  Apolog.  i.  35.  Irenaeos  adv.  Hacref.  i.  14. 
Clement  Alexandrin.  Stromat.  I.iii.  p.  43S.  Eufeh.  iv.  S*  It 
would  be  tedious  and  difgufting  to  relate  ail  that  the  fucceedtiig 
writers  have  imagineci,  all  that  Epiphanius  (las  received,  and  all  that 
Tillemoot  hat  copied.  M.  de  Beaofobre  (Hift.  du  Man icbei fine, 
1.  ix.  c.  8,  9.)  hat  expofed,  with  great  fpirit,  the  difingenuous  arti  of 
Aagiiftin  and  Pope  Leo  I. 

1*  When  Tertullian  became  a  Montaoift,  he  afpericd  the  morals  of 
the  chiifcb  which  be  bad  ib  re iblutely  defended.  **  Sed  majoris  eft 
"  Agap0>  qua  par  banc  adolclccatea  ttii  cum  ibrocibut  dormiunty 

**  appendices 
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d  H  A  p.    the    mod    fcandalous  licentioufnefs  of    manneni 

XVI 

^_^^^.  prevailed  among    great  numbers  of   thofe   who 
zWe&ed    the    jiame    of    Chriftians.      A    Pagan 
magiftrate,    who    poffefled    neither    leifure     nor 
abilities  to  difcern  the  almoft  imperceptible  line 
which  divides  the  orthodox  faith  from  heretical 
pravity,   might   eafily   have   imagined    that    their 
mutual  animofity  had   extorted  the  difcovery  of 
their  common  guilt.     It   was   fortunate  for   the 
repofe,  or  at  leaft  for  the  reputation,  of  the  firft 
Chriftians^    that   the  magiftrates   fometimes  pro* 
ceeded  with  more  temper  and  moderation  than 
is  ufually  confiftent  with  religious  zeal,  and  that 
they  reported,    as  the  impartial   refult   of  their 
judicial  inquiry,  that  the  feftaries,  who  had  de- 
ferted  the  eftabliflied  worfhip,   appeared  to  them 
fincere  in  their  profeflions,  and  blamelefs  in  their 
manners ;    however  they  might  incur,    by  their 
abfurd  and  exceflive  fuperftiiion,  the  cenfure  of 
the  laws  *^ 
Idea  of  the       Hiftory,  which  undertakes  to  record  the  tranf- 
threm^°^  aftions  of  the  paft,  for  the  inftrudion  of  future, 
roiato.       ages,    would  ill   deferve   that   honourable   office, 
Cmifiian's.  if  f^^  coudefcended  to  plead  the  caufe  of  tyrants, 
or  to  juftify  the  maxims  of  perfecution.     It  muft, 
however,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  emperors  who  appeared  the  leaft  favourable 

«<  appendices  rcHicct  guise  lafcivia  et  luxuria.**  De  Jejuniit*  c.  t;. 
The  35th  canon  of  the  council  o\  Itiiberis  provides  againft  the  fcaodais 
which  too  ofren  polluted  che  vigils  of  the  church,  and  difgraccd  the 
Chrittian  name  in  the  eyes  of  unbelievers, 

*l   Tertullian  (  Arolog.  c.  »  )  expatiates  on  the  fair  and  honour- 
able teftimoDy  of  Pliny,  with  much  reafon,  and  fome  declamatioii. 

to 
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to  the  primitive  church,  is  by  no  means  fo  cri-  chap. 
minal  as   that  of  modern  fovereigns,  who  have 
employed  the  arm  of  violence  and  terror  againft 
the  religious  opinions  of  any  part  of  their  fub-» 
jefts.     From  their  refleftions,  or  even  from  their' 
own   feelings,    a  Charles  V.   or    a  Louis  XIV. 
might    have   acquired  a  juft  knowledge  of  the 
rights  of  confcience,    of  the  obligation  of  faith, 
and  of  the  innocence  of  error.     But  the  princes 
and  magiftrates  of  ancient  Rome  were  ftrangers 
to  thofe  principles  which  infpired  and  authorifed 
the  inflexible  obftinacy  of  the  Chriftians  in  the 
caufe  of  truth,    nor  could  they  themfelves  dif- 
Gover   in  their  own   breads,    any  motive  which 
would  have   prompted   them   to  refufe   a  legal, 
and  as  it  Were  a  natural,  rubmiflion  to  the  facred 
inftitutions   of  their  country.     The  fame  reafon 
which   contributes    to   alleviate   the    guilt,    muft 
have  tended  to  abate  the  rigour,  of  their  pcrfe- 
cutions.      As   they   were   aftuated,    not   by  the 
furious  zeal  of  bigots,  but  by  the  temperate  po- 
licy  of   legiflators,    contempt    muft    often   have 
relaxed,  and  humanity  muft  frequently  have  fuf- 
pended  the  execution  of  thofe  laws,  which  they 
enaded  againft  the  humble  and  obfcure  followers 
of  Chrift.     From  the  general  view  of  their  cha- 
rafter  and  motives  we  might  naturally  conclude : 
I.  That  a  conliderable  time  elapfed   before  they 
confidered  the  new  feftarics  as  an  objeft  deferv- 
ing  of  the  attention   of  government.     11.  That 
in  the  conviftion   of  any   of  their  fubjefts  who 
were  accufed  of  fo  very  Angular  a  crime,  they 

proceeded 
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CHAP,  proceeded  with  caution  and  relufianeB.  IIL  That 
wvw  they  were  moderate  in  .the  ufe  of  punilhments ; 
and  IV.  That  the  afflided  church  enjoyed  many 
intervals  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  Notwith* 
fianding  the  carelefs  indifference  which  the  rood 
copious  and  the  moil  minute  of  the  Pagan  writers 
have  ibewn  to  the  affiiirs  of  the  Chriftians^,  it 
.  may  ftili  be  in  our  power  to  confirm  each  of  thefe 
probable  fuppofitions^  by  the  evidence  of  authentic 
fads. 
TWy  ne-  I.  By  the  wife  difpenfation  of  Providence,  .a 
chnfttin**  myfterious  veil  was  caft  over  the  infimcy  of  iho 
"*^f«^o^  church,  which,  till  the  faith  of  the  Chriftians 
vi^s  matured,  and  their  numbers  were  multiplied^ 
ferved  to  proted  them  not  only  from  the  malice 
but  even  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Pagaa 
world.  The  0ow  and  gradual  abolition  of'  th« 
Mofaic  ceremonies  afforded  a  (afe  and  innocent ' 
difguife  to  the  more  early  profelytes  of  the 
Gofpel.  As  they  were  hr  the  greater  part  of 
the  race  of  Abraham^  they  were  diftinguifhed 
by  the  peculiar  mark  of  circumcifion,  offered  up 
their  devotions  in  the  Temple  of  Jerufalem  till 
its  final  deftru£tion,  and  received  both  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets  as  the  genuine  infpirations  of 
the  Deity.  The  Gentile  converts,  who.  by  a  fpi- 
ritual  adoption  had  been  affociated  to  the  hope 

of  Kraei,   were  likewife  confounded  under  the 

I  -I. 

*4  In  the  various  compilation  of  the  Auguftan  Hiftory  («  ptrt  of 
>ivhich  was  compofed  under  the  reign  of  Conftantine),  there  are  not  iix 
lines  which  relate  to  the  Chriftians  j  nor  has  the  diltgenee  of  Xipbilia 
4il€orered  their  name  in  the  large  hiftory  of  Pion  Caifius. 
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garb  and  appwnocc  of  Jev8*V  aad  as  tbe  Bck  ^  ^J^^ 
lycheifts*  paid  left  regard  to  articles  of  lakb  thai^ 
to   the  octemal  worihip,    the  new  fed,  which 
terefuUy    concealed,  or    faiody   announc^^   it^ 
itture  greatneis  and  ambiticm,  was  pernuttedjto 
flielter  itfelf  under  the  general  lolcratioa  which 
watf  granted. ta  an  ancient  and. dslehrated  peppier 
ia: tbe.RoBUMi  empire.     It  was  not  long,  per*9 
hstps,. before  th/s  Jewt  themfelves,  animated. witfak 
m  &eroir  zeal  and  a  vooft  jesilqus  faich,  peroeive^ 
the  gradual  reparation  .of  jtbeir.  Njazarene  bre» 
tbrenfifom  the  doQriiie  of  the  fynagogBo )  wnli 
tbey  would  gladly  hate   ej(tin^i(hed  the  dan^ 
^ous  herdfy  in  Ihe  blood  of  its  adherents*    Bat 
the  decrees  of  hmvm  had  already  difiuroied  tbchr 
malice^  and  thoiigh  they  might  fometimes  exeiX 
the  Imn^s  privily  of /edition,  they  no  kngesy 
poiSMBtd  the  adininiftraQon  of  criminal  jufti^.} 
nor  did  they  fipd  i(  eafy  rp  infure  into  the.  (^baik^ 
bfeafi  of  a^  ]Kpman    ma^ftrate  the  ran^o«r  of 
ihieiTi  ^Vn  neal  and  prejudice* .    The  provincial 
gOineQiors  declared  thpmjelvfs.  ready  to  liften  tq 
any  a^eufaiion  that  might  aflb^  the  public  ff^ety  t 
but  as  foon  as  they  were  informed  that  it  waf 
a  queflion  not  of  fads  but  of  words,  a  difpute 
relating  only  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Jewilh 
laws  and  prophecies,  they  deemed  it  unworthy 
of  Uie  mi^y  of  Rome  ferioufly  to  difcttib  Ae 
obfcure  differences  which  might  ari&  attiong  a^ 

M  An  obfcuce  paflage  of  Suetonius  (in  Claud,  c.  %$.)  majriecm 
to  dfer  9  proof  bow  trangdy  the  Jewv  nod  Chriftiaat  'of  Rimdc  wtrS 
(onfoundfd  with  each  other* 

Vol.  It  Dd  barbarou* 
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ck;4>.   b»^*i3us' aftd  fttperftifionil  people.'. ;  The  itOuu 
^^*      <fecfe  ^  the  fird  Chrittlahs  wis  >roteaed'fey  ig- 
iioi*ante  and  contempt ;  -^nd^  the  'tfibuftal  e^  tb<f 
piigajBk  maglftrate  cltett  pfoved  thdr  moftaflurod 
tfdfu^e  againft  the  fcify  of  the  fynagoguc**.    H 
ibdeed  Vre  were  difpofed  to  adopt  the  tvadhibiii 
«f/a  too  credulous  antiquity,    «re  might  vehM 
the  [  d&ftant   peregrins^ionS)    the   <ir«Bderfut    a5> 
ehleveintotfi,    and    the  TaH<Mil  <featb8,    b£  the 
iwelve  apoAiles ;    hut'  a  more  •  accurate  ^inqiAry 
ip^l'  induce  ua  to  dbuht^  wheAQf  •  any  of  ihoCa 
^d^bil^'i^ho  had  fcl^en  wimeffes  to  the  miyacles 
of  €lttijft»  were  peritrittdd^  beyond  the  limitj^  of 
Mkftine,  to  ieal  wkh  ^theif  likodd  the  tmthcxf 
Aeir  Simony  *^     l^rofii'  the  ordinary  hspm  of 
KUman  iikf  it  may^  very  naf orally  be  pi^fumed 
that  nkoft  of  f9iem  were  deceafed  1>efore  the  dif* 
content  ei  the  Jews  broke  W  into -«^t  iiSnous 
warr  ^Hkrh  was  ternrf^ted  only  bv  [the  riun  of 
^ruftieMi'    During  i  lotig    period,  ^'  from    ihi 
deaffi'of  iChrift' to  that  memorable  >€beHion;i:we 
tannot  'difcover    any  traces   of    Itieinan  inlole% 
tanee^  uhleii  they  are  to  be  ibvind  ri  the-fedd^pn^ 

the  thoifient,  but  the  cruel  perfeeutien;  wbkh 

:   .,  :'.':   i.    ,  ■  .  •:  ,    ; 

/«6.  Se^  m  ,tl^  xy'wh  and  xjtvih  chapters  of  die  Ads  of  the  Apoftles* 
tbe^haViour  of  Xj^lioy  proconful  of  Achaia,  andofF^ftuSy  i»rocu- 
Adrof  Jddila,''*  *  ,    .      » 

'^  Inijfce  time  of  TeftuWUn-tndX3Nii<m  Hf  AIcKMfcJlh,  tie gtoty 
tf  iV|ff{Wd£m^s.€o«4Md  to  St,  Petcr»Su.P^l«  ai\d  Sc.Jjraes. 
It  vfiks  gradually  bellowed'  on  the  reft  of  the  apoftles,  by  the  more  re- 
pnt  Greckf ».  who  prudently  Telexed  for  tbe  theatre  of  their  preaching 
find  fofFerings/  fome  remote  country  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Romaa 
empirtA  See  Moffieimr  p.  2i,  and  Tiltemont,  Memoires  Ecctefiaf- 
tiquct,  tpm.i.  ptrtiii. 

''' '■  •  "^  '  *    -  '^a8 
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^ms  excrdfeA  by'  Nero  lagabft  the  Chiifllf«i8  of  ^  «^^.^ 
fhc  capitaU  thirty-five  years  afeer  the  former,  w-v-i»^ 
and  .only  two  yc£ars  before  the  latter  of  thofe 
great  events.:  The  charafler  of  the  philofdphic 
hiftorian,  to  idiom  we  are  principally  indebted 
ibr  the  knowledge  of  this  finguUr  tranfaftion, 
would  alone  be  fuiEcient  to  recommend  it  to  otir 
moil  attentive  confideration.  . 

In  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  the  The  fire 
capital  of  the  empire  was  affliaed  by  a  fire  which  ^J^^^ 
raged  beyond  the  memory  or  escample  of  former  reign  of 
ages**.    The  monuments  of  Grecian  art  and  of    "°* 
JR^oman  virtue,   the  trophies  of  the  Putie  and 
Gallic  wars,    the  moft.  holy  temples,    and  the 
iDoft:  fplendid    palaces,    were   involved    in    one 
common  deftruftiom      Of  the  fourteen  regions 
or  quarters  into  which  Rome  was  divided,  four 
ionly  fubfifted    entire,    three  were    levelled  with 
4bt  ground,  and  the  remaining  feven^  which  had 
jexperienced  the  fiiry  of  the  flames,  dsfplayed  a 
-mtlartcholy  profpeft  of  ruin  and  defoladom  '  Thte 
vigilance   of   government   appears   not.  tp  have 
jieglQ^ed  any  of  the  precautions  which  might 
Alleviate   the   fenfe    of   fo    dreadful  a  calamity. 
.The  Imperial  gardens  were  thrown  open  to  the 
^dilirelTed    multitude,    temporary  buildings   were 
ereded  for  their  accommodation,  and' a  plentiful 
'fupply  of  corn  and  ptovifions  was  diftributed  at 

««  Tacit.  Auntl.  tr.'  jS— 44.    Soeton.  in  Neron,  c.  38.    Dion 
CftilittSi  1.  Ixii.  p*  loii4*    OrofiuiJ,  ?m*  7. 

*  ^Dd  ?  a  very 
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^xvJ'  *  ^^  m6dA«te  prie8**i  The' moft  geMfonr 
polksy  feetned  to  have  difiated  the  edifts  whidi 
reg«bted  the>»dtrpofmoil  of  the  ftraetff  and  the 
eonftru^on  of  private  hoiifes ;  and  at  it  yBMf 
happens^  'in  an  age  of  proljperky,  the  conflagradoa 
of  Rome,  iu  the  coutfe  of  ft  few  jtan^  pro^ 
duced  a  new  dty,  more  regular  and  moie  besni- 
tiful  than  the  former.  But  ail  ihe  prudence  and 
humanity  affe^kd  by  Nero  oil  this  occafion  were 
faiiiificient  to  preferve  hkn  fmm  the  popular 
lufpidon*  Every  crioie  -  m%ht  be  impiit^l .  to 
the  aflaffin  of  hb  wife  and  mother;  nof  couM 
1^  pvfaice,  who  proftitvted  hit  pttrfon  and  £g- 
Ally  on  the  theatre,  be  deemed  incapable  of  the 
moil,  extravagant  folty.  The  voice  of  rofnoor 
accuied  the  emperor  a$*  the  ancendtary  of  hit  owft 
capital;  and  as  the  mofl  incredible  ftories  are 
the  bed:  adapted  to  the  ganios  of  an  enraged 
people,  k  was  gravely  reported,  loid  firmly  be^ 
lieved,  that  Nero,  enjoying  the  calamity  which 
he  had  ocoafioneU;  amufed  himfelf  with  flnging 
Co  his*  lyre  the  d^ftruftion  of  ancient  Troy  ••• 
To  divert'  a  fufpicion  which  the  power  of  def- 
potifm  was  ufrable  to  Tupprefs,  the  emperor  re- 
folvbd  t6  fubditute  in  his  own  plaice  fomc  fi^ 
fioiis  crimifrals.      <'  With  this  iriew    (toUChiues 

•f  Th«i  prlec  of  mrhcat  (probably  of  the  neJ?*^)  ^  rcdnccil  as  lam 
as  terni  Nummi  \  which  would  be  equivalent  to  about  Itftccn  AiIHio^ 
the  Engtifti  quarter.  > 

•o  We  may  obferrei  that  the  rismoor  it  mtptfof^  by  Tacitiif'#tth 
a  yery  becoming  diHruR  and  hefitattoYi,  vfhilA  iv  v  greedily  tranfcribei 
by  Saetonius,  and  folcmn!y  confirmed  by  Dion. 

.♦*  Tacitus) 
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^  Tadtiis)  lii  Ub^iiaed^  dwcmoftf  exqoifite  ibr-  ^^y^^' 
^  tares  on  thoCe  mon^  vhoy  uader  the  vulgar  ^^^^^,'^m^ 
^  z^^pdkiktial  OttiAim^^fen  already  braided  ^51^^;;- 
^  mitk   deferved  ,jnfakny.  /  They  deriVed:  their  ^  the 
«'  mme  and  origin  ftom  Gtm&^  who  ii   the  jl;^;,!;?^^^^ 
««  kfdgo.  9S  Tfteriut  had  foffo-tfi  disath,  by  the  ^''^^'^^ 
«  fentelioe  of  the  pk-ocunitt>r  FdilittS  Wlate  'V     *  *  ^'*^* 
<<  ^or  a  white  lht«  <dife  fupeiftitidillwias  che<;ked  ; 
«^  batik  agak  bnrft  fortfa^'ond  bot  ohlytfpmd 
^  it&lf  oyer  JudM,  the' flri'  feat  of  dibfttifi 
^  diieToas  feft,    hoc  was  'even  intraduead  into 
^^  Rome^-  the  oMumon   afylum^  jwhich  Teeritrea 
^^  and   proceifts^  whatever  >  ir -impnrey   wbatevd^ 
<^'*lg  atfocbiu^  :  The  dofifeificim  ^  thofe  whtf 
^  wtve  felled;   dlroovered  a '  great  mukittidl^*  df 
^  iChmr  aeeMt>llM6^  and  f  bey  were  att  con««dbd; 
^^iiot  fo  mtick'^fbi:  <he  crItM  :of  ferting-fiw^  to 
^^^  dsy^  aa  &r  their  Jbairod  of  baman  Unci  '\ 
.  >o.  .  ;        .  .;/    •      i^*     .  '.'  :-:.  '"  •'  .^f  They 

•."..•        .    •      iIL:        3  .       a    •      '     •'  -     .*'*'> 

ihi  Jcyrf  9  who  placie  the  l^trth  pfChrift  near  a  cendiry  Iboiiffr  ]( Woage« 
Rtftoiftf  (let  JuftA^  1.  k  ^  i4J^^»)4    We-  may  lt$m  iMfi  JttftplMi 

with  die  left  len  jtam  of  TiMM^  Ar  X>*  >7'-'47^  A'  ^  ^i^^ 
€u^  time'ef'the  death  ef  Chrifti  a'Very  earfy  traif itioii' fixU' i<  Co  (he 
^5th  of  Marchj  A.  D.  e^.  midtr  the  confiilfliip  of  the  two  Gemini 
(TertiUltas  atfir.  JudlKi^  c;$:}.  tlU  date,  wfakft  it  ad«^tltV  by 
>ag|«  cafdioaJ  Uorrii,  aiM  Ic  Cla«e«  Adttii  it  leail  af  jA^otoaUe  m  the 
vulgar  a:ra,  which  ea  {ihced  {I  kno%f  ilii.tetii  yiiat  ciMi^^  iduir 
yeara.later.  •  .    .       I  ••    ^-r.  .-^    ^.   .      - 

l»  /MiA  ^ibeMpi  gfmUt^nvUii.  Jfldt  yilwd^  tnay  eiAer  %«i%  Af 
W«d  <tf  iwuikioa  towip^t  the  Qbnft^..fr  .^e  J|f teed  of  the  .CM(U 
iaiia  tawarda  lAaiUcipd,  I  hjvvc  jftttiaafdjim  latter  fenpe^  aa  the  moll 
agrieaMe  totha  ftyie  of^Taciciii*  and  t«  th^popplar  error, of  «hUb  a 
fccccpl  cf  the  Gofpcl  (fte  Luke  xW.  a'd.^  Mbcei^  pethaft,  ^the 
1  pa  I  iaAQOcm 
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^^  THX  DECCIME  JND  HALL 

CHAP.  ^^ThejT'idicd   ih  torminti,  aiid^  thdr    tcrfmentt 
^^  ^  #0ie  fiifabitttod  t^fJ&f^ttand.deiifuMi.    Same 
^  ^^  twee  Inflated  on  xmf^i  ddiers  fewn  up  in  the 
'  <f.iljnsf;«f  tMld/bciAs,  andlucpdfed  to  th^  fury 
^.of  iiog«bir  c^jeci^  s^gMOf  ifmeared    over  with 

^^  tQ  ilHimiltlte^he  darjuie^  of  the  night*     The 

V  'gatdeto^  oCvljfeW  >iwra  ,d«ftSli^  /or  tl»e.  nftdan^ 
f  cfacdy^I^ediaide^  whidi  Iv^  iitcQmp«nitdr.witb 
9  aihoitfe  tacei  iaui:hondured  Ivich  the  ptefcbce 
^  flif  Ihe;  fempator,  who  jniagfed  t^ith  tbe  popu^ 
V'  UiMiiin/tlMwdrefs  and  attitude^  of  b  c|«noteer« 
<f  7h<i.«uiltrof  the;  Ghnftijitis  deferied  bdeed 
f^  !tlie  ;mdft  lUcempUtyipiinifixitient,.  )Mft  the  pbiv 
K^.  Ii0  jdWlowei^ic^.  w?i3  :chA0ged';  ints>.  ^(3lmfwferaM 

V  tk(B»r)fmm  .tbe  offnlQii  .t^i  the^fe -uobi^py 
^^iMOrttc^  were  fsicfifiopd,  nett;  fo  much  to.tlte 
t*^  fwfafia;vrfiUiBD-ev^  i&  :ta.:  the  cruelt]^ jof  a:  jedous 
^  lyi-ailt  "/•  Thofe  who  furvey  with  a  curious 
eye  the  revolutions  of  mankind,  may  obferve^ 
%Sii  tKb  ^ardett^^^nd'^  Nfeto  on  th^  Va- 
tican,i.'rwhifih  w«rQ>,\pol|u^p^.wtib  I'the.  blood  ol 
the  flrft  ChHftiuiB;  4mv«^be«n  ifendered  ftiil  aiortf 

WWW^.Wc%fi<>^-  Wy^ipit^W^tiop J«  juftified  >y  the  futhprity  of 
iiFfa»Ufi9<5  ^^^Ifi^i»«W  lhl^/*=nS^.M!^{*??  Enghfti  tranrtators'of 
T*F»\H*fci9C|MpfeM» i.C^ MtfOfc  «^/  .f  •  P!W.(^»V'?  EcdcCaft^ 
p*  4«7.)i  of  Dr.  Lardner  (Teftimonies/  vol.  t.  p.  345.)^  aud  of  the 
bi/hop  of^Gloucefter  (Divine  I^esatioiij  vol.  iii.  p.^38.).  But  as  the 
iirori  xefHtf^'doit  not'  }mit»  fefylXjppllf  With  'the  fc%ft  af  the  f^nce, 
James  Gronoviui  hlii  ^rifefiM'tHe  'ttMn^'^f  cot^naty^vftHih  1«  atti 
thonfed  Bjr  *e  valiiabtfc  K^S*.  dfUfcftWt.^  '  .  •  -  -  w: .  .  ' 
'   ^rtiljtr/AnDal.  xV.'^*    '  *      '   "     "  »   '*'  "'*'     '      "  •  ■    ' 

.  .  .4,..  £  Lo  *      perTecated 
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|;wrfcc\jte(l ,  i;eligiQn,      Qn   the  ./aipe-  {fpgt-^   a   c  |A  5. 
templei.  which  far  furpafles  me,  ancient  giories   ^^A^ 
4^f  thQ  Cajpitol,   has  heea,  iince  ere£ied..by.  tjiip   "" 
Chpftian  Pontiffs,   who,  deriying  tlie^r  .cI^eR:^^^ 
iinivexfal  domioiQQ  frc^n  afi  hijuable  fiiher^g^  of 
Galilee,    have  lucceecled  to   the  throne  jofjthe 
jpfcfars^  &j^^  Jaws  to  the  barbarian  ,C9|i()iierQi]p 
of  .Rome^  ;Ln4  exitended  rtheir  f^iritual  IjarifdicUoii 
lirom  ttier.coaft.olf  the  J^a^ic  to  the  ihox^of  ithie 
J^^cific.Oce^n.  »    ^   .       .   ,. -^    1  ,  .^.  •..{ 

\  .3ut  it  y^oyld  be  improper  jtq  diiD^ifs  jhU.;aQ- 
touxiVof  Nero's  .perfecutibn,.  till  wq  h.ay-0..Vn?<Jf 
Tome  obfervations,  that  may  fecve  to  remoyethc 
difEcuhies  .with  which  it  is  pjerolex^,  j^iid  to 
throw  fome  light  oa  tKe'fubfcqueij$  Iu^j(^^y.oi^  ^e 
church.' 


Vi.  llie  mo{^  Iceptica|  criijclfini  ,is.  bbfi^^  Remarkt 

refpea,  the  truth  pfj  «^s'e3^)^^^^^^  fagl^fxll 

ttie.itjtegrity  of  jthis' c§l(^Vate4  4ia^aff^*^irf\T^^  cjtusi  * 

citps.,    The  former  Js  j9opfirined.|^y\thQ  dll^^  J^^^ 


I  rela- 
;  to  the 

and  accurate  Suetonius,  who  mentions  th6  pu-  ^^^^. 
aUbmm^  which  Naro  wfli£led-«ii  tln^  Chviftins,  byNm. 
•a  feft  of  men  who  had  ettibWlced  -a  new'  aiicl 
•  criminal  JfuperlUdon. ".  ..  The  latter  niay'  be 
^proved  by  the  confent  of  the  mod  andefit  maU 
nufcripts;  by  thik  inimitable  character, of  th^ 
ityle  .  of    Tftoitu«  i .   by    hift    reputatbo^  .  wihich 

H  Narclfhi  Ronm  Atitiea^  p.  4)^ •  Donatus  de  Roma  Atitiqut^ 
I,  ill',  p.  449.        •  " 

U  Sueton.  in  Nerone,  c.  i6«  The  tpitfiet  6f  mal^JUa^  Which  Tome 
Agaoiotii  codiiilientaftoH  have  trthflsMd  wagrc^,  h  etitiMttHA  by  the 
jritttie  rational  Mo^ikH  «s  Sniffy  nonyttitftii  to  the  exitiaHHs  tSffTzatt^m 

.      .         I    .I'w  ... 

D  d  4    . '  guarded 
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4^  TBrS  I^ECLIHB  AKOrALL 

^  ^  ^*  guflfddd  hift  teatt  from  the  iptiBq^IatiQiit  of  pious 
^  ^  fraud  f  and  by'  the  purpow  .of  hu  nafratbn, 
wbidk  accpfed  ilie  firft  ChrilUan^  of  the  moft 
ttrodoaa  crimes,  xrithout  infinoatiog  that  they 
poCcfled  any  miraculous  or  even  magical  powera 
above  the  reft  of  mankind  '^  '  2.  Nbtwithffauict* 
ing  it  it  probable  that  Tacitus  wak  bom  (bme 
years  before  the  fire  of  Rome  ^%  h6  cotld  derive 
billy  from  reading  aiid  converraitidh  the  kno^T 
kdgf  of  an  event  whjph  happtsscied  during  hit 
It^mcy.  Before  he  gave  bimfelf  to  the  Poblic, 
he  calmly  ivaited  till  his  genius  had  attsSned  its 
full  maturity,  and  he  was  more  than  forty  years 
of  age,  ^hen  a  gratifol  regard  for  the  memory 
of  the  vhtuotts  Agricola/ extorted  from  him  d» 
moft  early  of  thofe  hiftprical  compofitions  whicli 
iwOl  delilght  and  inftriift  the  moft  diftant  poft&. 
rity.  After  iHakhig  a  trial  of  his  ftrength  in 
the  Kfe  of  Agri^la  and  the  defcriptlon  of  Ger- 
maa^^  hie  iponceived,  tffid  at  length  executed^  a 

J9  Tbt  pdOigt  Mienmiiig  J^MChril^  vWcb  «m  teftrtal  mm 
the,  text  of  Joftphofy  between  the  time  o^  9'''8^''  ^^^  ^^  ^  ZnS^ 
^f lit,  me^  turmft  an  example  of  n^  vulgar  forgery.  The  accom* 
piiihtnent  of  tbe'proplieciee,  the  vurluta»  mitMlei,  and  reAirtefti^  4^ 
Jefue,  wt  <H^i.9Aljr  revered.  Jefephaa  ack«H9w|^dget  that  he  was  ^ 
Mefliah,  anci  be/itatct  whether  he  fliouJd  callhun  a  man.  If  any 
idoobt  can  ftill  remain  coocerning  thtt  ceTebrated  paflage,  the  reader 
nay  eiUiiii^  the  jpomfed  objcaiont  pf  Le  Fovre^avv^can^li.  JiOsftu 
torn.  ii.  p.  «67— 173.),  the  laboored  anrwem  of  Oawba;^  (p.  iSy— 
^3*.),  and  the  majerjy  reply  ^fiibIioth|que  Ancienne  et  Moderne, 
torn.  rii.  p.  137— »g|.)  of  an  anonymoui  critic,  whom  I  believe  fea 
have  been  the  learne4  Abbii^  f.9Pj;yfrpe« 

S7  See  the  lives  of  Tacitus  by  I^ipfius  and  the  Abb^  de  h  Bkleri^ 

iaionnaire  de  Bayle  ji  Particle  Tacit  1,  and  F*l»icju»,  BiWioth. 

ratifl.  tom*iJ.  p.  3S6.  £dit.Emeft.  *       *  ' 

14  '  more 
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OF  THE  ROMAK  IMPBlfl.  409 

tnoTi  arduotn  work;  tile  MAory  of  Rom^;  in  *^j^yf* 
timtj  books^  from  the  fnl\  of  Nero  to  the  ac« 
ceffion  of  Nerva.  The  admmtftmti<m  of  Nerva 
introduced  an  age  of  juftke  and  profperity,  wfaichr 
Tadt88  had  deftined  for  the  occupation  of  hi< 
old  age'*;  but  wheti  he  took  a  nearer  view  of 
bis  -fubjed,  judging,  perhaps,  that  it  was  a  move 
boiiouraU^  or  a  hk  invidious  office,  to  record 
the  vices  of  paft  tyrants,  than  to  celebrate  the 
viitues  of  a  reigning  mbiuirch,  he  cbofe  rathea- 
tofdate^  under  the  form  of  annals,  ttie  adiow 
of  t^e'  Ibur  immediate  fucceflbrs  of  Auguftua^ 
To  €Olto£b^  te  difpofe,  and  to  adwn  a  feriea  !of 
/ourfcG^  yei^s,  In  an 'imaitHtal  work^  every  iinii 
tmce  ef  wUcfa  is  pv^nantwith^itke  deepeffr-bbt 
icwations^  and  .thtt  moft-  Jively  .images,  was  aft 
4indertakixig^  lu^ksent  to  exercife  the  geniud  i4 
Taci^  faimfetf  dnxiiig;  the  greaieft  part  of  his 
liie.  ^In  the  la(t  yeatsiof  the  rejign.  of  Tr^an^ 
wbiMk  ibis  viftortous  moaari^  extended  the  powct 
pf  Ronte  beyopd  itt  ancient  limits^  the  hlftoriaH 
waa  defcribing,  in  the  fecond  and  fourth  bookl 
of  his  anna]$,  the  tyranny  of  Tiberius'*;  and 
the  emperor  Hadfiaamnft  have  fuoceeded  to  the 
throfle^  b^fiou-e  Tacitus,  in  the  regular  profecu- 
ciou  of  his  work/icouid  relate  the  firt  of  the 
caffiital  aad  the  cru^  of  Nero  towards  the  uflf- 
fortunate  ChrifUans*  At  the  diltance  of  fixty 
yearSy  it  was  the  duty  />f  the  annalift  to  adopt 
jtbe  narratives  of  cptemporau'ies ;  but  it  was  na« 

f^  Pnncip«tum  Dtyi  Nertae,  et  intpertQin.  Tnjtm,  nb^ridrfoi  icctt# 
^Mremqu«  materiam  feneftuti  fepoAti.    Tacit.  Hift.  i* 
If  $ee  Tacit.  AnnaU  ii«  6i,  iv.  4, 

tural 
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4ro  TJH*  'm^hlMrf^^:f:Ahh 

c  H^A  P.  turai  for.  tke  philQft>pb«r  tc>  in4v^(|fi  himfeU  ia 
the  defcriptioa  of  the  origip,  the  progrffs^  and 
the  charadtr  of  ttiQ  new.  fa3:,  npt^  fq  tofxfh  ac- 
eordmg  to  the>  koowl$4gP  ^r  prejudice  of  t^t 
age  of  Neioi»  a^^^ccording  to  thofe  pf  .tl^c^  time 
of  Hadrian.  3^  Tackus  vejy  frequently  trt^fU 
to  the  curiofity  or  refledion  of  his  re^rs  to 
iupply  thofe  intermediate,  (lir^unil^^ccf .  aad 
ideas,  nrhich^  in  hi3  extreo^f -jcqRicyeii^r^j^  hf  ^ 
bought  proper'  to  fuppi^s.  :  We  jtqtay  therefore 
preftme  to  imagine  fome t probable,. caufi^.v^icb 
ouild  dired  the  cruelty  0f  N^o  -j^in^  die 
Chiiilians  of  Rome,  v^hofe  loblcuri^y^^^cwfli  is 
innocence,  ftould  have  (hkld^  tbffid.  fr^A  JA 
iodigtuittod,  ind  even  irem,  hh.  tob«Aceb  .  The 
jews^  ^ho  vole  numeroMti  iB.iht  eapit^^-  jwd 
opprefled  in  their  own  eonntiy,  «irere^^..ntu€k 
fitter  obje^  -for  the  fnfp^ctont  of  the  omperor 
d^  of  the  ptpple ;  nor  did  it  leetn  dnlilfely  that 
a  vanquilhed^  natioa^  wIm  abeady/  ddGcotfered 
fbeir  abhorrence  of.  the.  Roman  yskc^  iteigbt 
have  recourfe  ta  cbe  moil  atoocious  mcrins  of 
gratifying  then:  implacable  >  revenge.  But  the 
Jews  poflefied  Very  poirarful  '^vocales  ia  Jhc 
palace,  and  even  in  the  heavt  6f  the  tf  rvihi  his 
^anfe  and  midrefs,  the  bntttiful  Poppaeaj  and  ia 
favourite  player  of  the  race  oC  Abrlj]iml>  Vfbo 
bad  already  employed  their  Interceffion  Jnt  behalf 
of  the  obnoxious   people^..     In  tfadr  roon  it 

4*  The  pUy«r*s  name  was  Aliturus.  Through  the  fame  cliannel^ 
J9(epkuft{de  Vita  fua,  c.  3.)f  about  two  years  before^  bad-Qbujncd 
the  pardon  and  micafe  of  iomc  Jewjfl\  jMrkfla  wb9  wcr^  f rifuAfift  U 
Rome*  ,         .  .•      .         ^. 
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jfll»5iliecitlar|^  itb/^^  ftfll  *-'§v1^- 

|(:;'8^teei^  beii^gafted  rhat^  although  ih€  y^oi^.^^ 
gfWufft^&llQVwra  ^of  Mofes  wefe  knoceht  of  thi 
liWn^f-  i^^m^  "there  >hi(d  acifeif  atno^g  them  a 
BQW  tnd  per^aicioua  fe£l  of  Gali^aaks,  which 
^a3  ^pafblfi.  of  the  moft  horrid. cptines^     Undar 
the-  ai^pfttat^iaf  Gai^tl jcuns,  •  two!  -  dtftindioM 
qi  )BE^  wdve  .ote^tiacted^I  Aue  moft  dpp^ite  i6 
«9€h  o^mitlh:  fheiromaniier4  and  principles ;  the 
'^if(»pl^  lHh9!  hadl  ismtiracecf   tHtf '  faith    of  JeAis 
^  Naaailei&tr^  tnd.>tie:^tibateta  wfA)  'hkd  fdldwed 
the  vftaBdard?'  of  t;Jtida^'  fho^«iriul6nite  *\     The 
fbraierA  iknre   the  ^iri^nds,-   the   htter  Were  tb^ 
cman^tti^  ef  thumafldtind  v^and-  the^  onl^  refem- 
^laadc  iKidrdraiahein  izontiftedin  the  feme  in^ 
flexible  conftaaty,  wWich^iiVf he  defence  bf  their 
loaufe^ji^ifeBAred    th^in    iffilmftbic^- of  death  and    /    ^"^ 
lm-^&i»h     Hie  fbilowets  ef^Juaste,  wh6  imjielled   •      '*.r 
thtimttolind'ymen^i«ia>  riibfellionv  Wrfi'  fcWh  btined    "      "' 
imdlf  1  the  rufiis  ctrf*  Jwdfalem  ^   \ifflfflb  of 

JefiiB^.'^kiidwnoby^tb^'fhoreceleBiited  fiartie  oF 
fihttftiasc,  diffiUddi  fttdtnf^l^  ^bveV  the*  Itorm^ 
aBti|te£^:l^jFi9wbiat):ind  Vas^li  IbrT^fua,  m  the 
time  of  Hadrian,  to  appropriate  to  the  Chriftians, 

W|l<-i4«.  iti  4Pz.>  zo^O  ^9^  froveid  thst'the  name  «f  0;irtKea)is,  wa^  i 
Vfr7,f9|cteQUW)<'  perhaps  i^  pmmitive^  apptfllatfon  ^f  tHe  CHtilHans* 
4*  Jofeph.  Antiquicac.  xviii*  i,  s.  TiHMibnt^  Ruine  det  Juifs, 
P*  74»«r  The  .fops  of.  Jud^s  .were  o^ifiMl «»'  dtak  time  of.  GUudfut. 
His  granilron^eazar»  i|fter  Jefufftlem  WHtjtkcB.  tlefirndcd  .a  ftrang 
tQ^titCs  #v,u{\,|6o  of  bi^.BXoft.iqfpci-atc.  foUowert.  W-hen  the  batter* 
injj^i^ii,had  yj^^  a  brefic^,  ^(iKy; turned  Hwlr  (Words  againii  thehr 
wives,' th^ir  children,  and  at  leogtb  agaipft  their  own  breafti.  Thrf 
dlied  to  tlie  laA  roan, 

the 
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4%%  TiffZ  DECLI^FE  AND  FAZ.& 

^  xvi/*  |h«  guilt  aE9d  tike  ftifierinKt;   vAkk   be  Hif^ft 

w--v^  vrith  far  gt^er  tnith  and  jnftioc^  Ibvc^  attcibtfle^ 

to  a  fe^  whgfiB  odiow  memory /w^'aloioft  toA 

tinguifibed  1    4%  Whatewr  opbion  Aiy  <be  -  enters 

tained  of  thi$  conjeftture  (for  k  is  no  more  thati  a 

^oi)jedure)»'  k .  ii  evident  that  the  eStGtj  as  welt 

aa  the.  ;caa(e.  of  Nefo'a  peHkctetiany  warn  cM^ 

lined  to  the  walk  of  lUMBne^f  tfait  tlM'  rtX^cm 

tenets   of   jtfae   Galiieanst   ct   Chriftians^   were 

never  made  a  f«t}jed  oC|;mni(hi«mCy*wor  even  of 

ipq^iry }  an^ .  ttat,  a»  t||e  ideiL.af  tlleir  iiiAringt 

yffify  for  a  long  tm€f  i^nneded  with  the  idea  of 

£]^uelty  and  ^juftice, .  th^  moderattoa  tif  fuoeeed- 

ing  {u:inces  ixyrlinfid^stfafn^  to  Xpam  la  QAf^  op^ 

prieiledfipya  tyr^pit^  irh^  nge  hadbbca  ofttodly 

dire^^(il  againft:  virtue  vM^^iimMeKeA '  u      '     •    '- 

oppi«ifion     .  It  is  ^bmeiihai;  fe«iir}caUe^;.tfaat  ite  fiatoaa  ef 

aiicS  w^,conf^iff«d jimcKliat  tte.^    iirte  tfaetem^ 

laiisbyflb.  jpie  of  .JerpIa(fBqi  and  thai  Capitol  of  Rome^; 

^'^^""^      and  it  appears  no  left  fingu'i'^  ^^^  ^^  tfibuts 

which    devotion    had-  deftiiitd..io;idK  fanner, 

j^ould  have  teon  isowerted  bytlH^  powav  of  an 

aflaidting,  yi^er  tQ  itftaie  and -adorn  'ihe'^^4e» 

,  ■:.  .    r       ■•:    .       ;.       .      '  ■  -       . 

41  Sec  Dodwell.  P;iu€i»at,  Mart.  1.  xiit.  The  Spanifli  f  nierip^on 
inGr^fftr^  p.  H^y-.^^'*  9$  ><  '^  4nanHiift  add  AtfknowMgtd.f^ri^^ 
contrived  by  ihfi  /noted  impoftor  Cyriaow  -^  ^in^oaa.  to  ^atper  tkt 
pride  9ad  prejudicea  of  <V<  Spaoiar4a*  See  Fwi«rAa»  tfiOoiri 
d*£fpagne,  tom.  i.  p»  lya.  t  . 

44  The  Capitol  waoh«nrt  ^lariiig  the  civil  waf  fcatwegu  VNttioa 
fo4  VcipaftaQ,  the  39^1  irf  Deoeiriher,  A,  B*  ^.  On  the  loth  iftf 
Aogttft,  A.  D.  70,  th»  lemple  of  Jonilaiain  waa  deiroydl  by  tha 
lunda  of  the  Jewi  thaATclveiy  father  than  hf  tholb  #f  the  Ro. 
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of^  the  latltr^.  Tht  emp^mrs  levied  a 
gOMidl  csqiitaricm  tax  en  Ibe  Jewifii  people; 
aod  alduHigh  the  fom  aiTeAd  on  the  head  of 
each  Individual  wa»  inconfidenible,  the  ufe  for 
vhidh  it  was  defigaed,  and  the  feverity  with 
wUcb  it  vru  esadied,  were  confidcfred  as  an 
iaacrfenbie  grievance^.  Since  the  officers  of 
tbe  reiFemie  extended  their  ui^nft  claim  to  many 
pcf&ns  ii4io  were  ftrangers  to  the  blood  or  rel»» 
$pom  of  the  Jews,  it  n^is  tmpoffibte  that  thi 
Chrittans,  who  had  fo  dten  fliehered  themielres 
wnder  riie  fliade  of  the  synagogue/  ihould  now 
efcape  this  tapaciMS  perfecntion.  Anxious  a^ 
they  were  to  rnwoH  the  fl^hteft  infedfon  of  ido.* 
latry^  their  confcience  forbade  them  to  co^trj- 
bnte  to  the  honoor  of  that  daemon  who  had 
afismed  thie'chttnifter  of  the  Ca^tdine  Jupiter. 
As  a  very  numerout  *  diongh  declinfing  party 
among  lie  Chrtftians  ftiU  adhered  to  the  law  of 
Mofies*  their  tS(atB  to  dHTembte  their  Jewift 
cij^  were  deaaaed.b^  the  decifive  teft  of  cir- 
cttflocifhm!^ ;  aer .  wera  the  Roman  magiftrates 
at-leifiire  to  bquireiaio  the  difference  of  their 

49  Tbe  new  Cafiitol  wat  dedtrated  by  Domitian.  Sueton.  in  Do* 
mkiasi.  c.  5.  PlMtarcb  in  Poplicola,  torn.  1.  p.  sjo.  Edit.  Biyan. 
Tlii  gUdin^'akme  coft  ra,ooo  taicttd  (abote  two  milfions  and  a  half). 
It  wat  ibe  opHilofi  of  Mahiat  (1.  n.  Epigram  3.},  that  if  tbe  empe* 
ror  had  ^i^llnf  ib  bit  drbrs,  Jirp^/er  biin(Vlf»  even  though  he  had  made 
a  general  auftioD  ofOlympdv;  would  have  been  enable  to  pay  two 
flilllitgt' in  the  poind. 

4**Wliliitgarl  totli«  Iribbtf,  fee  Diem  Caffitic,  1.  Ixvf.  p.  io%t, 
widi  iUiilrarii/»  notev.  Spafrbeim,  cfe  Offt  Numifmatoiiiy  toiii.  iU 
p«  5^1  •  md  BaAiage,  fltaofti^  det  Juifri  I.  vif .  c.  a* 

47  Stietoniot  (if>  DomStlati.'  t*.  ta.)  bad  Teen  an  old  mati  of  ninety 
pibltety  ^atamhied "before  ttfe  procurator*!  tribunal*  This  it  what 
Maniii  callt,  Mcatula  tribatjt  damnata. 
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^  5vL^'  'eligfouf  tenets.  4iy<ong/tI»«  Chsiftiaw,  iwkb 
were  bro^gUt  befcue  ;tbe  ;tj-ibi»ri  .0f  thei.ieoipQ^ 
rqr,i  or,  as  it  {^effi^  |npr^  probtbl^  fa^fobe  that 
9f  the.  prpcuratpr  of  JqiJ$ea,  ftvfp,  f^rfqiis  arc 
faid  to  h»vp  ajj^ared.  diftiaguiftiec).  byf^oves- 
tra£tion>  which  ,was  tnore  truly  noble  tbas  .tibat 
of  the  grefiteft  moi^iaTchs.  .  Thefe  w^e  <he  gcandr 
ibas  of  3t*  Jude  the  apo(Ue,  y^\ia  himfelf  va^  the 
brother  of  JefvMt  ChrUt^'.  Their-  luitpral  pre- 
lteafion$  to  the  throne  of  D;^\4d  might  pei^aps 
attract  thf;  refped  of  th^  people,  4^  exfim  tlie 
jealpufy  of  thevgover^ior;'  but  the!  m^^ne&  of 
their  garb,  and  |he  fimpligAy  of  the\t:^tdtwtar%^ 
JToon  convinced  him.  that  tb^  werp  neither  dei- 
firous  nor  cs^ble  of  difturb^g  the  peace  of  the 
Roman  empire.  They  frankly  troafeifad  iheir 
.Foyal  origin,  .9»d  tbw  near  relation  to  the  MeC- 
fiah;  but  they  difcls^iyied.  any  temporal  .views, 
and  profefied ,  U^at  |iiq  (Lingdom,  which  ihey 
4evdmly  expedqd,  vas  purely  of.  a  fpiritual  and 
i^ngelic  nature^  WheH.  tti4y.were  examined  qcm- 
cerning  their  fortatie  liad-ocoupation,:  they  Aewed 
their  hancb  hardened  with .  daily,  hbour,  and 
declared  that  they  derived  their  whole  fubfiftence 

4s  This  appellation  was  at  fiift  uDdeiA<)9d  in  ^the  moft  ohvious 
fepfe,  and  it  was  fuppofcd,  that  ibe  -brothers  of  Jelius.were  ti^e  lawfvl 
iiTiie  of  Joleph  and  of  Mary.  A  dtvp4it  tieC\yeSi  iqr  tbc  vif^u^ity  of 
the  motbtr  of  God^  fnggefled  to  tli^  Gnuilict,  ^pd  aftccwairds  to  the 
orthodox  Greek»t  the  expedient  of  l^ftowing  a  fecpnd  wife  on  Jofepb. 
The  Latins  (fiom  the  ttme  ol- Jerome)  imprpved  on  that  bot^taflcrted 
the  perpetual  celibacy  of  ^eph,  and  iuiiificd  hy  many  fimilf^f  caiawlfls 
the  new  interpretatio|»  that  Jude«  a^well«a  Strnqn  and  Jfun^  w^o 
arc  ftyled  the  bwihcrs  of  Jtfus  Chriit,  were  only  his  firft  coufms.  ..See 
Tillemoiit,  Meiiu  Eccleliaft.  torn.  i.  ^t%  iii.  and  Beaofplvre,  Hift* 
Critique  du  MaDicheifmC}  1.  ii.  c.  a*  . 
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fino  diie  >coitiv«|ion  of  a  £innfiiti«  tho  vSBs^  ^  xvu^*"' 
tf  GocQb»9  of  >«be€ttQnt  of  il>bnt:t»)vent7wibQP  ^.^^^-*i%i 
Ehglifli  ai3rei%  tod  of  th^'^valCle  of  nine  thou* 
icauiil^'dnchms)  or  thvie  handi^  poQods  fteriftig« 
Th4  ^tafidfon«  of  8t>  Jude  Were   difEniOed  ivkk 
cdrnt^ffion  and  contiomfjit  ^.      .         ^ 
^  Btit  although  tbs   obfcuritf  df  the   bovre  of  Executioa 
David  might  proteft   them   from  the  fiiffiicioiu  JJ^S! 
of  a  tyrant,   the  prefent   greatn^fs  of   his*  Mm 
family  aliirmed  the  pufillanii^^us  temper  0f :  Do^ 
midanfy  whieh    could  only   be   appeafed  by  ibt 
blood  of  thofe  RomaM  tirhom  he  either  feared; 
er  haled,  or  efteemed.     Of  the  two  fons  of  hit 
uncle ' Flavins  Sabimis '',  the  elder  was  foon  con* 
vided  of  treafonable  intentions,  and  the  yoatig^ 
who   bore  the  name  of  l^lavius   Clemens,   was 
indebted  for  his  fafety  to  his  warn  of  courage  and 
abittry  *^*     The  emperor,  for  'a  long  time,  ^fttn^ 
guifhed^  fi^  harn^lefs  a  kiAfman  by  hi^  favour  an4 
pFdte£lion^  bellowed  <m  bhn  ht8  "own  niece  06^ 
imtilk,    adopted  Ae' children  of  that  marriage 
to  the  hope  of  the  focoeffion,  and  inv<i(ted  udheit 
lather  whh  the  honours  of  i!kie  confollhip*    Bui 
he'  had  fcarcely  finilhcfd  the  term  of  his  annul 

49  Thirty.nine  ff-Xt6p»,  fquares  of  an  hundred  feet  each,  which,  if 
ftri£lly  computed,  wouJd  fcarcely  amount  to  nine  acres.  But  thepro- 
babihty  of  circumftanoeii,  the  praAice  of  other  Greek  writers,  and  the 
auttiority  of  M.  de  Valois,  incUned  me  to  believe  that  the  ^XsOpot^ 
iifed  to  exprdfs  the  Roman  |ugenim. 

50  Eufebius,  ill.  lo.    The  ftory  is  taken  from  Hegeiippus. 

•    S«  ^ee  the  death  and  eharaaer  of  Sabinns  in  Tacitus  (Hift.  iif.  « 

74.,  750*  Sabinus  was  the  elder  brother,  and,  till  the  acceflion  of 
Tefpafian,  had  been  confidered  as  the  principal  fupport  of  the  Flavian 
TamiFy. 

9*  Flavklm  C^ementvm  patroelem  futim  ewntmtijjhiue  merthe  •  •  .  eic 
tenuifllma  furpicione  intercmit*    Sueton.  in  Domitiau,  c.  15* 
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THE  SJECtlNE  AND  FALL* 

BugHbacyf  lAtn  on  z  flight  jiretenoe  Ke  wtf 
condcmnffd  and  Accated ;  Bomidlla  was  bteflbcd 
toadefblate  ifland  <«  tbe  coaft  pf  Campaiiia"^ 
and  fentence  dtkcr  <tf  daaib  or  of  coBfifimtion 
were  {irpnounced  ^igainA  a  great  number  0i  perr 
fdbs  who  were  involved  in  the  &me  accniSMJon. 
The  gidt  imptited  to  their  charge  wa$  that  of 
Atbafm  and  Jewijh  numneir$  '^;  a  finguhu*  aflbcia- 
tion  of  ideas,  which  cannot  with  any  propriety 
be  Applied  except  to  the  Chriftiaiis,  as  th^y  ivere 
obfcurely  and  imperfedly  viewed  by  the  m^iC- 
tnXiez  and  by  the  writers  of  that  periodw    On  the 
flreqgth  of  (o  probable   an   interpretatioii^    and 
too  eagerly  admitting  the  fufpicions  of  a.tyraiu 
gs  an  evidence  of  their  honourable  crimen  the 
church  has  placed  both  Clemens  and  Dcfmittlla 
femong  its  firfl;  martyrs,    and  has  branded  the 
cruelty  of  Domitiaia  with  the  name  of  the  ^Kiond 
fierfecution.    But  this  perfecution  (if  it  deffSrves 
cfasyt  epithet)  was  of  no  long  duration,     A  few 
snobths  after  the   death  of  Clemens,   axid.  the 
badMbment  of  Domitilb,  Stephen,  a  freedtnan 
bdbnging  to  the  latter,    who    had  enjoyed  the 
frrour,  but  who  had  not  furdy  embi:aced  the 
faith,  of  his  miilrels,  aflaf&nated  the  emperor  in 

f)  The  iile  of  Pandataria,  actording  to  Dion.  BrattiM  Pmfciif^ 
(•pud  Eiffb.  ill.  iS«)  bani&es  her  to  tl^t  of  Pootiaj  which.<waa  im^ 
far  diftant  from  the  other*  That  diflFerencet  i^nd  a  iniilakcy  either  of 
Bu(elNtta»  or  of  hk  triiDfcrtberSt  have  given  occafion  to  fuppoic  two 
Donitillatt  the  wife  aud  the  niece  of  ClcoiCAa*  .  See  Tillemont,  Mar 
imoirea  Ecclcfiaftiques^  torn.  2i.  p.  ia4«  , 

54  Dion,  I.  Ixvii.  p.  1 1  la.  If  the  Bnittiua  Pi-sefens^  /rom  wbooa 
it  if  probable  that  he  coUe£led  this  account^  waa  the  correijpondent  ol^ 
Fiiny  (Bfiftgl*  Tii«  lOi  ^^  "^T  coniider  him  «a  t  coBtentpamry 
Wjrittr. 

hi» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  JtOUtAXS  ElfPmE;  Jfff 

Im  piatace "1  The  iiKiiH>ry  of  Domttitm  nra  q^^Y^ 
condemned  by  this  fenateji  hk  afts^re  refcinded;?  ,^-;^ 
hh  exiles  recalled  f  and  mlder  the  gentle  ad^ 
Ifeitmftretioii  o£  Nerva^  ..while  the  innocent  werd 
jeAored  tt>  then*  tank  akid  fortiines^  even;  die  moft 
guilty:  ehhet  obtainied  pardoa  as  efcaped  puniihd 
menc  '*. 

XL  About  tea  years  afterwards^  under  therdgiit  ^F^i:*<^ 
tj£  Trajan,  the  youoger  Pliny  war  ultrufted  by  concerning 
fa]$  inend'  and  mafter  with  the  government  of  j^,^^*** 
Bithynia  aiid  Pontus.  He  foon  found*  himtdf  at 
i;  lofs  to  determine  by.  what  rule  of  juffice'or  of 
law  he  fhoold'  direft  his  coiiduS!  in  the  eaoecutioii 
gi  ah  office  the  moft  repugnant  to  his  humanity^ 
l^liny  had*  never  a£Hlod  at  any  judicial  proceed; 
^g^  againft  the  Ghriftians,  with  whofe  nao»i 
alone  he  feems*  to  be  acquainted^  and  he  wad 
totally  uninformed  with  regard-  to  the  nstture  of 
their  guBt, .  the  method  of  their  canvidion,  and 
the  degree  of  their  puni(hment«  In  thssf  pei^ 
fdexity  ht  hid  recourfe  to  his  ufual  expedient,  of 
Ibbrnkting  to  the  wifdom'  of  Trajan  an^  impaittisd^ 
asid  ib^  fome  rej^efts^  a  ficvourable  acooum  of  th^ 
ne^  fuperflitloni  requefting  the  emptropy  that 
he^  would  ctindefcend*  to  refolve  Hia  doubts^;  and 
to  inftroa  :his  igncnmcei'^  The  lifb  of  Pliiqr 
had  been  employed  in  the  acquifition  of  leara« 

si^Sktt  m*'D6tA\r.  c.  17.    PWttW««1f»  Vii:  Apb\!i<m\  !•  v^l 

S^  Dion^  I.  Ixftii.  p.  it  18.  Plin.  EpiiioU  iv.  ai. 
-  ^7'PI?n.^tt61;x.  97.  Thciwrtie*  MofKelni  txpriffti  InitiMf 
(p;  uyi  %%%.y  v^Utf  tt(e  hf^eft'apt»W*tflortof'PUii'^'8Wba*rAtrTiiifd 
cfttodfd  temper,  Ntotwithftandfng  X>r»  Lafdfter'ifrtf^iefofti  (Fe*  Jft^ift 
«tttf  tihuftkn  TH&tii'6xAH,  foKih  p«46.}>  t  ani  tmtUe' td'dlfeover 
aDjr  bigotry  in  hit  language  or  proceedings. 

IfofibU.  £e  .  ingy 
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CHAP*    ing,  and  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Vorld.     Since  die 

^,^,^^  age  of  nineteeA  he  had  pleaded  with  diftin£tion 

in  the  tribunals  of  Rome  ?%  filled  a  ydace  in  tile 

fenate,  had  been  invefted   with  the  honours  of 

the  confuUhip,  and  had  formed  Very  numerous 

connexions  with  every,  order  of  imeb,  bofh  in  Italy 

and  in  the  provinces.     From  his  ignorance  thiere. 

fere  we   may    derive    fome   ufefiil   information. 

We  may.  aflure  ourfelves,  that  when;  he  accq>ted 

the  government  of  Bithynia,  there  were  no  gei 

nenl  laws  or  decrees  of  the  fenate  in  force  againft 

the   Chriftians ;   that  neither  Trajan  nor  any  of 

his  virtuous  predeceflbrs,  whofe  edids  were  re* 

ceived  into  the  civil  aad  criminal  jurifprudence,- 

had  publicly  declared  their  intentions  cbntemih^ 

the  new  fed ;  and  that  whatever  proceedings  had 

been  carried  on  againft  the  Chriftians,  there  were 

none  of  fufficient   weight  and  authority  to  efta- 

bliih  a  precedent  for  the  condud  of  a  Roman 

magiftrate. 

Sii       •    ^^^  anfwer  of  Trajan,  to  which  the  Chriftiani' 

ruccefibrs    of  the.  fucceeding  age  have  frequently  appealed, 

imV'im^e  '^fcovers  as  much    regard  for  juftice  and  hu^ 

ofproceed.  mauity  as  could  be  reconciled  wkh  his  miftakea 

thfmr"*    notions  of  religious  policy  ^^      Inftead  of  diA 

pbying.   the    implacable  zeal  of  an   inquifitor, 

5S  Pliiu  Epift,  V.  S.  He  pleaded  his  firii  csufe  A.  D.  ti }  the  Tear 
after  the  famous  truption^  of  Moont  VeTuvittS^  ia  wbi^h  Us  uncle  loft 
hit  life* 

S9  PliQ,£pi(Lx.  9S«  Tertullttn  (Apolog,  c.  5.)  conCdcrtlhit 
itfcripk  at  a  reUaalioa  of  the  ancient  pmal  Iaw»»  "  quas  Tnjanue  es 
-**  parte  fruftratue  eft  C*  and  yet  Tertiillian»  in  *another  part  of  hif 
i^logift$,  expofet  the  incoofiAettcj  of  prohibiting  ioc^iiiriet,  and 
enjoining  paniflimenu. 

..    anxious 
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OF   THE  RORfAN  EMPIRE.  41^ 

anxious  to  difcover  the  moft  minujib  particles  of  c  k  a  p. 
herefy,  and  exuititig  in  the  number  of  his  vic- 
tims, the  emperor  exprefles  much  more  folicitude 
to  protect  the  fecurity  of  the  innocent,  than  to 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  guilty;     He  acknow- 
ledges the  difficulty  of  fixing  any  general  plan; 
but  be  lays  down  two  falutary  rules,  wRich  often  - 
afforded  relief  and  fuppott  to  the  diftreifed  Chrift- 
ians*       Though   he    direds    the   magiH rates    to 
punifli  fuch  perfons  as  are  legally  convi&ed,  he 
prohibits  them^  with  a  very  humane  inconfiftency^ 
from  making  any  inquiries  concerning  the  fup^- 
pofed  criminals.     Nor  was  the  magi  (Irate  allowed 
to  proceed  on  every  kind  of  information.     Anony- 
mous charges    the  emperor  rejeds,    as    too  re^^ 
pugnant  to  the  equity  of  his  government ;  and 
he  ftriftly  requires,   for  the  convidion  of  thofe. 
to  whom   the   guilt   of  Christianity   is   imputed^ 
the  pofitive  evidence  of  a  fait  and  open  accufen 
It  is   likewife   probable^    that  the    perfons    who 
aflfumed  (o  invidious   an  office^  ^ere  obliged   to 
declare  the  grounds  of  their  Rifpiciohs,  to'fpecHy 
(both  in  refpe£t   to  time   and  place)  the  feeret 
aflemblles,    which  their  Chriftian   adverfary  had 
frequented,    and  to   difclofe   a  great  number  of 
circumftanceS)   which  were  concealed    with    the 
moft  vigilant  jealoufy  from  the  eye  of  the  pro« 
fane.      If   they  fucceeded  in  their  profecution, 
they  were  expofed  to  the  refentment  of  a  con- 
Uderable  and  a£tive  party,  to  the  cenfare  of  the 
more  liberal  portion  of  mankind^  and  to  the  ig* 
nominy  which»  in  every  age  and  country,   has 
£  e  i  attended 
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CHAP,  attended  the  chara£ler  of  an  informer.    If^  on 

the  contrary,  they  failed  in  thdr  proofs,   they 

incurred  the  fevere  and  perhaps  capital  penalty, 

which,  according  to  a  law  publiflied  by  the  em* 

peror  H^rian,  wa&  infli&ed  on  thofis  wI)o  fiailfely 

attributed  to  then:  fellow-citizens  the  crime  c^ 

Ghriftianity.    The  violence  of  peribnal  or  fuper- 

ftitious  animofity  might  fometimes  preysul  over 

the  moft  natural  apprehenfions  of  difgrace  and 

danger }  but  it  cannot  furely  be  imagined,   that 

accufations  of  fo  unpromifing  an  appearance  were 

either  lightly  or  frequently  undertaken   by  die* 

Pagan  fubjeds  of  the  Roman  empire^. 

^*'  The  expedient  which  was  employed  to  elude 

the  prudence  of  the  laws,  affords   a  fufficient 

proof  how  effedually  they  difappointed  the  mif- 

chievous  defigns  of  private  malice  or  fuperftitious 

zeal.    In  a  large  and  tumultuous  aflembly  the 

reftraints  of  fear  and  ibame,  fo  forcible  on  the 

minds  of  individuals,  are  deprived  of  the  greatdk 

part  of  their  infiuence.     The  pbui   Chri(tian, 

a$  he  was  deiirour  to  obtain  or  to  efcape  the 

glory  of  martyrdom,  expeded,  dther  with  im* 

patience  or  with  terror,  the  ftated  returns  of  the 

])ublk:  games  and  feftivals.    On  thofe  occafioos, 

the  inhabitants  o(  the  great  cities  of  the  empii^ 

were  coUeded  in  the  circus  of  the  theatre,  where 

crery  circunfiftanoe  of  the  place,  as  Well  ss  of  the 

s«  Eofeblot  (Hift.  £€c]efi«ft.  1.  it.  c.^.)  hM  pr«|lerred  the  cdi£l  of 
Rudrian.  Me  ha»  likewife  (c.  1 3.) given  ut  one  ftill  mo«  fnvovrabte 
vnder  the  osme  of  Antooinvi^  ibt  uitheniicity  of  yMA.  it  not  6t 
vfiiTO-ially  aUowe4.  Thefecond  Afiology  of  Juftin  con^inij  ^foiiMf 
c^riQus  particulars  reUdvo  to  the  aceufofioDS  of  C&riftMos.    ' 

5  cere* 
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Utemooj^  cantribiited  to  kindle  dieir  denilicM,   ^K^^^ 
tnd  to  exdDgQifli  dieir  faumamty.     WhM  ttre     -      ' 
iiumeroos  l]pe£tator$,  crowned  with  garlandg,  per* 
Aimed  with  incenfe,  ppriiiied  with  the  blood  of 
vKtims,  and  furrounded  wkh  the  alUu^  aad  (hb- 
taes  of  their  ttitehr  deities,  refigned  thanfelves 
to  the  enjoyment  of  pieafores,  which  they  con^ 
fidered  as  an  eflential  part  of  their  religious  Wor- 
jbip;  they  reeoUeded,  that  the  Ghriftians  alon^ 
abhorred  the  gods  of  mankind^  and  by  thd^  afb^ 
fence  and  mdancholy  on  thefe  folemn  feftivalr^ 
feemed  to  tnfult  or  to  lament  the  pi!ii3lic  felidty. 
U  the  empire  had  been  affi&ed  by  any  recent 
talarai^^  by  a  plague,  a  famine,  or  an  uhfec^i 
cefs^til  war ;  if  the  Tyber  had,  or  if  the  Nile 
bad  not,  rifen  beyond  its  banks;   if  the  earth 
had  ftaken,  or  if  the  temperate  order  of  the  feafons 
had  been  interrupted,    the   fuperfKtious   Pagans 
were  convinced,  that  the  crimes  and  the  impiety 
of  the  Chriftians,   who  were  fpared  by  the  ex« 
ceffive  lenity  of  the  government,  had  at  length 
provoked  the  Divine  Juftice.    It  was  not  among 
a  licentious  and  exafperated  populace,  that  the 
fwms  of  legal  proceedings  could  be  obferved; 
it  was  not  in  an  amphitheatre,  flained  with  the 
blood  of  wild  beafts  and  gladiators,  that  the  voic6 
of  companion  could  be  heard.      The  impadent 
clamours  of  the  multitude  denounced  the  Chrif- 
tians as  the  enemiies  of  gods  and  men,  doomed 
them  to  the  feverefl:  tortures,  and  venturing  to 
.accufe  by  name  fome  of  the   moll  diftinguiihed 
4>i   the   new   feftaries,   requn*ed  with  irrefiftible 
vehemence  that  they  ihould  be  inftantly  appre^* 
£e  5  bended 
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PHAP.  heftded  and  caft  to  the  Hon»*'.  Tbe.proviaci^ 
*-^v-w  governors,  and  ma^iflratea  vrho  prefided  in  the 
public  fp^|5lacles  were  ufually  inclined  to  gratiff 
the  inclinations,  and  (o  appeafe  the  rage,  of  the 
pepple^  by  the  faciifice  pf  a  few  obnoxious  vidims. 
But  the  wifdom  of.  the  emperors  proteded  the 
church  irom  the  danger  of  thefe  tumultuous  cla- 
jnours  and  irregular  accufations,  which  they  juftly 
cenfured  as  repugnant  both  to  the  firmnefs  and 
to  the  equity  of  their  admiiriftration*  The  ^£U 
*  pf  Hadrian  ^d  of  Amonijaus  Pius  exprefsly  de- 
clared, that' the  voice  of  the  multitude,  fliould  n^ver 
h^  adfnitted  a$  legal  evidence  to  convid  or  to  pomfli 
ihofe  unfprtunate  perfo^s  who  had  embraced  the 
enthufiafm  of  the.  Chriftians  **• 
Trials  of  |U.  PuniQiment  was  not  the  inevitable  con* 
the  hnii-  f^quence  pf  conviction,  and  the  Chjriftians,  whofe 
guilt  was  the  mod  clearly  proved  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  witi^^ife^,  or  even  by  their  voluntary 
confeifion,  dill  retained  iu  their  own  power  the 
alternative  of  life  or  death*  It  was  not  fo  much 
the  pad  offence,  as  the  actual  reliftanoe,  which 
excited  the  indignation  of  the  magiftrate.  He 
was  perfuaded  that  he  offered  them  an  eafy  par- 
don. Once;  if  they  confented  to  cafl  a  &«  grains 
pf  incenfe  upon  the  altar,  they  were  difmifled 
from  the  tribunal  in  fafety  and  with  appiaufe. 

A>  SepTertuIlian  (ApoYog;  c.  40.).  Th«  %&%  of  the  martyrdoqi 
ef  Polycarp  exhibit  a  lively  picture  of  tUefe  tumulUf  whicji  were 
ufually  fomented  by  (he  mi^ice  of  the  Jews. 

*»  Thefe  rtigulattort  are  inferted  in  the  above-mentioned  edifti 
of  Hadrian  and  Pius.  Sec  die  apology  of  MeUto  (apud  Rulcb.  I.  it, 
c.  26.). 

It 
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It  was  efteetned  the  duty  of  a  humane  judge  to  c  h  a  P; 
endeavour  to  reclaim,  lather  than  to  punifli,  thofe 
deluded  ehthuiiafts.  Varying  his  tone  according 
to  the  age,  the  fex,  or  the  fituation  of  the  pri- 
soners, he  frequently  condefcend^d  to  fet  before 
their  eyes  every  circumfts^ite  which  could  render 
Kfe  more  plealing,  or  death  more  terrible  j  and 
to  folicit,  nay  to  intreat,  them,  that  they  would 
flicw^  fome  compaffion  to  themfelves,  to  their 
families,  and  to  their  friends  ^\  If  threats  and 
perfuafions  proved  ineffectual,  he  had  often  re- 
course to  violence;  the  fdourge  and  the*  rack 
*rei»e  called  in  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  argu- 
ment, aitd  every  art  of  cruelty  was  employed  to 
fufbdue  fuch  inflexible,  and,  as  it  appeared  to  the 
Pagans,  fuch  criminal,  obftinacy.  The  ancient 
apologifts  of  Chridianity  have  cenfured,  with 
equal  truth  and  feverity,  the  irregular  conduA 
of  their  periecutors,  who,  contrary  to  every 
prindple  of  judicial  proceeding,  admitted  the 
ufe  of  torture,  in  order  to  obtain,  not  a  con* 
feffion,  but  a  denial,  of  the  crime  which  .was  the 
objed  of  their  inquiry  ^'^  The  monks  of  fuc* 
ceeding  ages,  who,  in  their  peaceful  folitudes^ 
entertained  themfelves  with  diverfifying  the 
deaths  and  fuferings  of  the  primitive  m^tyri, 
have  frequently  invented  torments  of  a  much 
more  refined  and  ingenious  nature.     In  particu- 

«J  See  the  refcript  of  Thijan,  and  the  conduA  of  Pliny.  The  moft 
aotheniic  afts  of  the  martyis  abound  in  thcfe  exhortations. 

**  In  paiticular,  fee  rertullian  (Apolog.*?.  a,  3.)«  ai^d  Laaafltiut 
(Inftitut.  Divin.  V.  9.}.  Their  reaibiiiiigs  are  almott  the  fame;  but 
we  may  difcover,  that  one  of  tbefe  apologifti  had  l)e^i^  a  lawy^r^  and 
t|^  9tbera  rhetorician. 

E  e  4  lar, 
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^  xvi''  *ir,  k  rba$f4«i|f<)«  ^mi  ^fuppoft,  th»c  the  Mil 
of  «tie  %fm^  mtff&m^j  (liiff\mmg  every  coo. 


fidc^^Mop  of  fi¥>iial  virtM  or  public  decenqr^ 
flP^eiivouf^d  «>  :i€4>ioe  tMe  ^pm  tbcy  Wfcro 
IH»N«  to  ron^i^^  aa4  ^at  by  tb^  orders  tbc 

fb^  fagnd  ¥  iijOpoffibU  to  ledv^e*  It  U  related, 
that  piojus  ^eiaaks^  wJdp  wer«  priipared  to  de^fii 
4ea(h,  fvcfie  fometiqie^  copdemped  to  a  more 
f^§Tf  ix^f  ^nd  calidfl  Hpqp  tp  .detcrmiM  whe- 
ther they  fet  ^  higher  v^Im  on  their  idigion  op 
9Q  <h«jir.  ch^ftity*  The  youths  to  whofe  Uan^ 
tkms  ef9br-aQs$  nhey  were  abandooed*  reootved  • 
ioleg^i  ^^rt^Etioa  from  the  judge,  to  e»rt  their 
9)Qft  ilrjB^iaous  efforts  to  maiotaia  the  hoDOttr  of 
V^im  ag^aft  the  impious  virgia  who  refiified  to 
huTA  ip^c^e  on  her  altars.  Their  vidleoce  how- 
ever HRfts  comq^oly  difanP^^ed,  and  the  feafiM* 
^bk  inserpofittoii  of  fome  misacubus  power 
pnefepy^d  the  chaAe  i^oufes  of  Chrift  from  the 
doftonour  ev^n  of  aft  iarohintary  defeat.  We 
fliould  not  tndoed  negk£l:  to  remarky  that  the 
nore  anckm  as  well  as  authentic  memoriak  of 
the  church  are  faldooi  poHuted  with  thefe  eJUra- 
vaganjt  and  indecent  fidions  ^\ 
Hamanity  Jht  total  difregard  of  truth  and  probabffity  ia 
the  leprelentation  of  thefe  primitive  martyrdoms 


nii  the  Ro* 
man  ma- 

giftrateit 


^  Se«  two  inSancet  of  this  kind  of  torture  in  the  AAa  Sinoert 
Mtrtyrum,  pubtiflitd  by  Ruioart»  p.  iSo.  399*  jerofne,  in  hU 
Legend  of  pj^nl  ibe  Ufroiir,  lellt  a  Afangp  ftory  of  •  young  ai9ii»  who 
«nt  chaloeii  oel^d  oa  a  bed  pt  flowers,  ai^d  abutted  by  a  bvautafiil 
and  waAiAii  courtcasn*  He  quelled  |hc  rifipg  tf oiptation  by  biting  df 
bis  iQigue* 
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was  occafiowd  by  z  very  natural  miftake.    The  ch  AtK* 
eccdefialtical  wriMrt  of  the  fourth  xxr  fifth  cea-  v, 
turicB  aferiWd  lo  the  Hiagiftrates  of  Rome  the 
lame  degree  of  iin{dacable  and  vmrdenting  zeal 
vMch  ifilled  cbeir  own  fareafts  agamft  the  heretics 
or  tke  idolaters  o(  their  own  times*    it  is  not 
iai|>robable  that  fome  of  thofe  perfons  who  were 
raifed  to  th^  dignities  of  the  empire,  might  have 
imbibed  the  prejudices  o(  the  populace,  and  that 
the  crud  difpoiition  of  others  might  occafionally 
be  ftimulated  by  motives  of  avarice  or  of  per<» 
loBal  refimtment^^      But  it  is  certain,   and  wo 
may  appeal  to  the  grateful  confeffions  of  the  firft 
ChffiftiMs,  that  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  magi« 
ftrates  wbo  ezercifed  in  the  provinces  the  autho- 
rity of  the  emperor,  or  of  the  fenate,  and  to 
wbofe  hands  alone  the  jurifdi£Uon  of  life  and 
death  was  intruded,  behaved  like  men  of  polifhed 
manners  and  liberal  educations,  who  refpeSed  the 
rules  of  juftice,  and  who  were  converfant  widi 
the    precepts   of   philofophy.      They  frequendy 
declined  the  odious  taik  of  perfecution,  difmifled 
the  charge  with  contempt,  or  fuggefted  to  the 
accufed  Chriftian  fome  legal  evafion,  by  which 
he  might  elude  the  feverity  of  the  laws^^    When- 
ever   tbey  were   invelled    with    a    difcretionary 

P^  The  conyerGoD  of  his  wife  provoked  Claudius  Kerminianut, 
governor  of  Ca|))iaducta,  to  tr«ar  the  ChrUtians  with  uncommon  feve. 
rity.    7*ertq)lian  ad  Scapulam^  c.  3. 

^  Tertulliany  in  his  cpidJe  to  the  goTernor  of  Africti  ipentions 
f€V€r4l  remarkable  inft^nces  of  lenity  and  forbearance,  which  had 
ha|)tpcAed  within  his  knowledge. 

power. 
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power**,  they  ufed  it  much  lefs  for  the  oppref- 
fion^  than  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of  the  afflided 
church.  They  were  far  from  condemning  all  the 
Chri(Vians  who  were  accufed  before  their  tnbunal, 
and  very  far  from  punifliing  with  death  all  thofe 
who  were  convicted  of  an  obftinate  adherence  to 
the  new  fuperftition.  Cont^iting  themfelves, 
for  the  mod  part,  with  the  milder  chaftifements 
of  imprifonment,  exile,  or  flavfery  in  the  mines  ^, 
they  left  the  unhappy  vidims  of  their  juftice  fome 
reafon  to  hope,  that  a  profperous  event,  the 
^  accefiion,  the  marriage,  or  the  triumph  of  an 
emperor,  might  fpeedily  reftore  them  by  a  gene- 
inccmfi-  ral  pardon  to  their  former  ftate.  The  martyrs, 
rtimUerof  dcvotcd  to  immediate  execution  by  the  Roman 
"""yi.  magiftrates,  appear  to  have  been  feleded  from 
the  moft  oppofite  extremes.  They  were  either 
blfliops  and  prefbyters,  the.  perfons  the  moft 
diftinguifbed  among  the  Chriftians  by  their  rank 
and  influence,  and  whofe  example  might  ftrike 
terror  into  the  whole  fefl''®}   or  elfe  they  were 

^*  Neque  enlm  in  univerfuiii  aliqutd  quod  quafi  certain  fonnam 
babcat,  conftitui  poteft  :  an  cxpreflion  of  Traian,  wbicb  gtve  a  Tcrj 
'  great  latitude  to  tbe  governors  of  provinces. 

^  In  Metalla  damnamur,  in  infulas  relegemur*  Tettullian. 
Apol^*  c.  11.  Tha  miaes  of  Numidia  contained  nine  biihopa,  with 
a  proportionable  number  of  their  clergy  and  people*  to  whom  Cyprian 
addrclfed  a  pious  epiltlc  of  piaife  and  comtort.  bee  Cypiian,  Epiftui* 
76,  77- 

70  Though  we  cannot  recrife  with  entire  confidence,  either  the 
epi(lie<9  or  the  a£ls,  of  Ignatius  (they  maybe  found  in  the  id  volume 
of  the  Apoltolic  Fathers),  yet  we  may  quote  that  bifliop  of  Antioch 
as  one  of  thcfe  taumpUfy  maityrs.  He  was  fent  in  chains  to  Rome  as  a 
public  fpcAacle  ^  ard  when  he  an  ivcd  at  froas,  be  received  tbepleaiing 
iotelligence^  that  tbe  perfccution  of  Antioch  was  Already  at  aa  end. 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   THE   ROMAN  EMPIRE.  427 

the  meaneft  and  moft  abjed  among  cheni,  par^i  chap. 
ticularly  thofe  of  the  fervile  condition  whofe  Itvei 
vrere  eftcemed  of  little  value^  and  whofe  fufFer« 
Ings  were  viewed  by  the  ancients  with  too  care- 
lefs  an  indifference  ^^  The  learned  Origen, 
vho,  froa»  his  experience  as  well  as  reading, 
.W94  indmscely  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the 
Cbiidianfi,  declares,  in  the  mod  exprefs  terms; 
jthat  Uie  mmber  of  martyrs  was  very  inconiider- 
able^\  His  authority  would  alone  be  fufficient 
to  annihilate  that  formidable  army  of  martyrs, 
^ofe  relics,  drawn  for  the  moft  part  from  the 
catacombs  of  Rome,  have  replemflied  fo  many 
churches",  and  whofe  marvellous  atchievements 

7>  Among  the  inartyrif  of  LyoDs  (Eufeb.  1.  v.  c.  i.)  the  (lave  Blan. 
dina  was  diftingpifhcd  by  more  exquifite  tortoret*  Of  the  five  mar. 
tyrtTo  much  celebrated  in  the  a£ls  oi  Feiicirat  and  P^rpettta^  iwo 
were  of  •  fei  vile^  and  two  othert  ol  a  wy  mean*  condition. 

7f  Origep.  adverf.  Celfum,  1.  iii  p.  ii6.  His  words  deferve  to 
be  tranfcribed.  *•  OXr/o*  xara  x«*^«?i  xa*  o^Jp*  ewct^iS/Airra  vrt^i  rSb 
HftrMfw  SeootftuK  t-fdnxoM." 

71,  li  yn  lecoil^Uth^t  aii  the  Plebeians  of  Rome  were  not  Chrifttana, 
and  that  all  the  Chiiihans  were  nut  Uiots  and  martyrs,  we  may  judgo 
With  how  much  fafety  relig*oui  honours  can  he  iifcribed  to  bones  or 
tirhs,  tndifcriminstely  taken  from  the  public  buriat-place.  After  ten 
^nturi^s  of  a  very  free  and  open  trade,  fume  fufpicions  have  ariien 
among  the  more  learned  catholics.  They  now  require,  as  a  proof 
of  fa-.^ity  nnd  martyrdom,  the  letters  R.  M,  a  vial  lull  of  red  liquor, 
'  Aippofed  to  be  blood,  or  the  figure  of  a  palm  tree.  But  the  two 
fotmer  figns  are  of  little  weight,  and  with  regard  to  the  laft,  it  u 
obierved  ly  the  critics,  i.  That  the  figure,  as  it  is  called,  of  a  palm, 
is  perhaps  a  cyprefs,  and  perhaps  only  a  tlop,  the  flourifb  of  a  comma» 
ufed  in  the  monumental  infcriptions.  a.  That  the  palm  was  tho 
fymbol  of  viAory  among  the  Pagans.  3.  That  among  iheChriftiant 
it  ferved  as  the  tmblem«  not  only  of  martyrdom,  but  In  general  of  a 
joyful  refurredioo.  See  the  epittle  of  P.  Mabillon,  on  the  worfliip  of 
unknown  faints,  and  Muratori  fopra  le  Aniichiia  luliane,  Difll-rtat. 
IviiU     . 
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CHAP,   have  beeft  the  fubjfed  of  fo  nkai^  Mkibies  of 
<—» ^^>^  Holy  Romance '^    But  the  general  aflfertioa  of 
Origen  may  be  explained  and  confirmed  by  tfae 
particttlar  teAimony  of  his  friend  Dionyfiiis,  vius 
in  the  immenfe  city  of  Alexandria,  and  under  the 
rigorous  perfecution  of  Deciua,  reckons  only  ten 
men  and  (even  women  who  biBered  for  dte  pro- 
feffion  of  tfae  Cbriftian  name  ^\ 
Example        Duting  tfae  fame  period  of  perfecmion^   the 
biihop^of "  aealous,   the    eloquent,   the   ambitious  Cypriaa 
Cartbase.    govetiiol  the  cfaurch,  not  only  of  Carthage,  but 
even  of  Africa.    He  pofiefled  every  quality  «j)idi 
could  engage  tfae  reverence  of  the  feithful^  or  pro* 
vokethe  fulptcions*  and  refentment  of  the.  Pagan 
magiftrates.    His  chaiader  as  well  as  his  ftadoa 
feemed  to  mark  out  that  holy  prelate  as  the  moft 
ilidinguilhed  objed  of   envy  and  of   danger  ^^ 
The  experience,  however,  of  the  fife  of  Gyprnm, 
is  fufficient  to  prove,    that  our  £mcy  has  ex- 
aggerated the  perilous   fituation  of  a  QhrifUaA 
bifhop ;  and  that  the  dangers  to  which  he  was 

74  As  a  fjMciincn  of  thefe  legtiKi«|  we  may  be  fatii&cd  widi  io«ooo 
Chridian  foldiers  crucified  in  one  day,  either  by  Trajan  or  Hadrian^ 
on  mount  Ararat.  See  Baronius  ad  Martyrologium  Romanum. 
Tillemonc,  Mem.  Ecclefiali.  torn.  ii.  part  ii.  p.  438.  and  Geddes^ 
MifceiUnicfy  voL  ii.  p.  203.  Tha  abbreviation  oi  MiL.  which  may 
iignify  either  fo/diert  or  tboulaods,  is  faicJ  to  have  occafioned  foine 
extraordinary  miltakes. 

75  Diopyfius  ap;  Eufeb.  1«  vi«  c.  4t.  Oae  of  tfia  leventeeD  waa 
liitewiie  accufed  of  robbery. 

76  The  letters  of  Cyprian  exhibit  a  fery  curious  and  original  pic- 
ture, both  of  the  man  and  of  the  timet.  See  likewife  the  two  lives  of 
Cypiiant  compofed  with  equal  accuracy,  tbougb  with  very  diffei en t 
views  'f  the  one  by  Le  Clerc  (Blblioth6que  Univerfellev  torn,  vit, 
]s  ao2--*378.),  the  other  by  Tillemomy  Memoires  EccIeCafiiques, 
torn.  iv.  part  i.  p.  76— '4.39* 
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ezpbfed  u^re  lefs  immineiit   than    thofe  which 
temporal  ambition  is  always  prepared  to  encoun* 
ter   in  ^  purfuit  of  honours.      Four  Romiin 
eoatperors,    with  their  finniKes,    their  favouiites, 
aikt  tlieir  adherents^   petiihed  by  the  fword!  in> 
tile  fpace  of  ten  years,  during  which  the  biflK^ 
of    Carthage  guided  by  his  authority  and  elo- 
quence thci  counfels  of  the  African  dmrch.    It 
was  only  in  the  third  year  of  his  adminifttation, 
that  he  had  reafon,  during  a*  few  months,  to 
apprdiend  the  fevere  edi£ts  of  Decius,  the  vigi«  Hit  danger 
laocc  of  the  magiftrate,  and  the  clamours  of  the  ^"^^'S*^'* 
multitude,  who  loudly  demanded,  that  Cyprian^ 
tbe  leader  of  the  Chriftians,  fliould  be  thrown-  to 
the  lions.    Prudence  fuggefted  the  neceffity  of  a^ 
t^mp<»ary  retreat^  and  the  voice  of  prudence  war 
obeyed*    He  withdreiw  htmfelf  into  an  obfeure 
folitiide,  from  whence  he  could  maintain  a  c6n>-. 
ftant  correfpondeflce  with  the  clergy  and  paopbi 
of    Carthage;    and    concealing  himlelf  till  dicb 
t^pylt  was  paft^  be  preferved  his  lifis^  witfaoll^. 
relinquifliing  either  his  power  or  his  reputation. 
His  extreme  caution  did  not  however  efcape  th% 
cenfufe  of  the  more  rigid  Chriftians  who  lamented, 
or   the  reproaches  of  his  perfonal  enemies  who 
infulted,  a  conduct  which  they  confidered  as  a 
pufillanimous  and  criminal  defertion  of  the  moff 
iacred  duty  '^    The  propriety  of  referving  him^> 
felf  for  the  future  exigencies  of  the  church,  the 

77  Sef  tke  polite  b«t  ferert  cpiftle  of  the  eUrgy  of  Romtto  theiiiihep. 
of  Camhsg^  (GjprMD^  £pift.  t^  ^•)*  Pontius  labottrt  wkli  th^* 
krtttcft  otfe  aai(diiifc«tt  to.  ioiiiiy  hi»  matar  aguafttfao  gciitni4' 
ccAfiire* 
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ex2ttipie  of  feveral  holy  t^ihops  ^%  and  the  divhte 
adcnonitioas  which^  as  he  declares  faimfelf)  he 
frequently  received  in  vtfions  aiid  ecftafie^,  ti^re 
the  reafons  alleged  in  \m  juftification '^  But 
his  beft  apology  may  be  found  in  the  cheerful 
tefolution,  with  which,  about  eight  years  after- 
wards, he  fuffered  death  in  the  caufe  of  religion* 
The  authentic  hiftory  of  his  martyrdom  has  been 
recorded  with  umifual  candour  and  impartiality* 
A  (hurt  abftrad  therefore  of  its  mod  important 
circumftanccs  will  convey  the  cleareft  infbrmation 
of  the  fpirit,  and  of  the  forms,  of  the  Rx)maii 
perfccutions  •^ 
A.l>.*57.  When  Valerian  was  conful  for  the  third,  and 
B^banifli-  Qj^jjjgj^^g   f^,   ^hg  fourth,  time;    Paternus,  pro- 

conful  of  Africa,  fummoned  Cyprian  to  appear 
in  his  private  council-chamber.  He  there  ac- 
quainted him  with  the  Imperial  mandate  which 
hehadjuft  leceived",  that  ihofe  who  had  aban- 
doned the  Roman  religion,  fhould  immediately 
return  to  the  practice  of  the  ceremonies  of  their 

7*  In  parucolar  thofc  of  Dionyiius  of  Alex.inclria,  and  Gregory 
Thaumaturgus  oi  Ncru-CseC^rea.     See  EuCeb.  Hift.  Ecclefiaft.  1.  fi« 
c.  40.  ^nd  Mcmoires  de  Tiliemoiu,  torn.  iv.  part  li.  p.  625. 
'79  See  Cyprian,  Epift.  16.  and  his  life  by  Pontiwa. 

•»  We  have  an  origipai  life  oJ  Cyprian  by  the  deacon  Pontnit*  Ae 
companion  of  his  exile,  and  the  fpe^Utor  of  his  death  j  and  we  like- 
wife  poflefs  thr  ancient  procor.fiiUr  a6\s  of  his  martyrdom,  Thefc  tw<^ 
relationf  are  con T.ftent  with  each  other,  and  with  probability  5  vtid 
what  is  fomewhat  reiuarkahle,  they  are  both  uniuliied  by  any  miracu* 
lous  circumiknces. 

••  It  ftiould  feem  that  thefe  were  circular  orders,  fent  at  the  faint 
time  to  all  the  governors.  Dionyfius  (ap.  Eufeb'.  I.  vii.  c.  if.) 
relates  the  biibry  of  his  own  bani(hment  from  Alexandria^  almoft  ill 
the  fame  n>anner.  But  as  he  efcaped  and  furvivcd  the  perfecutimi,  wo 
muft  account  hi«i  either  more  or  lefs  fortunate  than  Cypiian, 

•  *        :  8  anceftors^ 
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ancoftors.      Cypmn.  replied   withoiu  hefitarion/  cti  a  p. 

that  be  was  a  Chriftian  and  a  b3hop,;  devoted  to^ 

the  worfhip  '.of  the  true  aod  only  Beity,  to  wbom^ 

fie  offered  up  bis  daily  fupplications  for  the  fafety- 

and  profperity  of  the  two  empefots,  his  lawful, 

Ibvereigns.     Wkh  modeft  confidence*  he  pleaded 

the  privilege  of  a  citizen,  in  refufmg  to  give  an^ 

anfwer    to    fome    invidious    and   Indeed    illegal 

queftions  which  the  proconful  had  propofcd.     A 

fen^etice  of  baniilunent  was  pronounced  as  the 

penalty .  of  Cyprian's  difobedience ;    and  he  was 

conduced  without  delay  to  Curubis,  a  free,  and 

maritime  city  of  Zeugitania,  in  a  pleafant  (itua* 

tion,  a  fertile  territory,  and  at  the  diftance  of 

about  forty  miles  from  Carth2^e'\    The  exiled 

biihop  enjoyed  the  ^onveniencies  of  life  and.  tha 

con(ciouiaefs  of  virtue.     His  reputation  .was  dif- 

fufed  over  Africa  and  Italy ;  ah  account  of  his 

behaviour  was  publiSied  for '  the  .edification  of 

the  Chriftian  world  '^ ;  and  his  folitade  was  frer« 

quently  interrupted  by  the  letters,  the  vifits,  and 

the  congratulations  of  the  faithful.     On  the  arrival 

of  a  new  proconful  m  the  province,  the  fortune 

of  Cyprian  appeared  for  fome  time  to  wear  a  (lill 

><  S«e  Pli^.  Hift.  Natur.  v.  3.  Cellarium  Geograph.  Antiq. 
pirt  iii.  p.  96.  Shaw*8  Travels,  p.  90.  $  and  for  the  adjacent  coun- 
try (which  if  terminated  by  Cape  Bona,  or  the  promontory  of  Mer- 
cury), l*Afrique  de  MarmoL  torn.  ii.  p.  494..  There  are  he  remains 
of  an  aquedttft,  near  Curuhts,  or  Curbis,  at  prefent  altered  into 
Gurbef  s  and  Dr.  Shaw  read  an  inrcriptiofi,  which  ftyles  that  city 
CthmM  FuhU.  The  deacon  Pontiut  (in  Vrt.  Cyprian,  c.  ii.)  calls  it 
**  Apricum  et  competentein  locum,  hofpttium  pro  Voluntate  recretum» 
*<  et  quicquid  appoM  eia  ante  promiflum  eft,  qui  regnum  et  juftitiain 
"  Dei  quaerunt/*  •  '    ' 

<>  See  Cyprian.  Epiftol.  77.    Edit,  Fell. 
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c  H  A  F.   mottt  &TOtt]»bk  afped.    He  was  i^calkd  itotil 
^^^      banilOiiMnt;   and  thoagh  not  yet  permitted  to 
mtant  to  Carthagfi  his  own  gardens  in  the  ndgii^ 
hottxliood  of  the  c^tal  were  ai&gned  for  the 
place  of  his  refidence  ^. 

nteoQ*  At  length,  exaftly  one  year*'  after  Gyprias 
was  firft  apprehended,  Galerios  Maximus^  pit>- 
eonful  of  Airica,  received  the  Imperial  wi»ant 
for  the  oectttion  of  the  Chriftian  teachers*  The 
btfliop  of  Carthage  was  fenfible  that  he  (bould  be 
fingled  out  for  one  of  the  firft  victims )  and  the 
frailty  of  nature  tempted  him  to  withdraw  him- 
ielf  by  a  fecret  flight,  from  the  dan|^  and  the 
honour  of  martyrdom :  but  foon  recorering  tbzt 
fcrtitude  which  his  charafter  required,  he  returned 
to  his  gardens,  and  patiently  expected  the  nu* 
suAer&of  death.  Two  of&oera  of  rank,  who  were 
intruAed  with  that  commiffion,  placed  Cyprian 
between  them  in  a  chariot;  and  as  the  proconful 
was  not  then  at  Idfure,  they  conduded  hlm^  not 
to  a  prifon,  but  to  a  private  houfe  in  Carthage, 
irfaich  belonged  to  one  of  them.  An  elegant 
fupper  was  provided  for  the  entertainrnantt*  of  the 
hUtlopy  and  his  Chriftian  frienda  were  peiinitted 
for  the  laft  time  to  enjoy  his  fociety,  whilft  the 
llreets  were  fiUed  vnth  a  multitude  of  the  fatthlul, 

*4  Upon  hit  coovtrlion,  he  had  (old  thofe  gsrdens  for  the  be ne£t 
of  ihe  p9or.  The  indalgence  of  God  (moft  probably  the  Hbeniil|^ 
of  fome  Chriftian  friend)  reftoicd  theoi  to  Cyprian,  See  Pontius, 
c.  15- 

*5  When  Cyprian,  a  twelvemonth  before»  wat  fent  intoesiJci  he 
dreamt  that  he  ihould  be  jwit  to  death  the  next  dsgr*  The  cveal  laade 
it  acccflliry  to  Ckplain  that  word,  as  fignifying  a  year*  FdatiuH 
c*ia* 
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ftfixlous  and  alarmed  at  the  approaching  fate  of  ^  ^^  p- 

their  Ijpnritual  fflther'^    In  the  morning  he  ap  ^.-^v"^ 

peared  before  the  tribunal  of  the  proconrni,  who^ 

after  informing  himfelf  of  the  name  and  fituation 

df  Cyprian,  commanded  him  to  offer   facrifice, 

tind  preiTed  him  to  refledt  on  the  confequences  of 

bis  difobedietice.      The  refiifal  of  Cyprian  was 

firm  and  decifive ;  and  the  magiftrate,  when  he 

had  taken'  the  opinion  of  his  council,  pronounced 

^th  fome  reluftance  the  fentence  of  death.     It 

tras  conceived  in  the  follo^fring  terms:   "  That 

**  Thafdns   Cyprianus   fhould     be    immediately 

•^  behdaded,  as  the  enemy  of  the  gods  of  Rome, 

^'  and  as  the  chief  and  ringleader  of  a  criminal 

**  aflbdation,  which  he  had  feduced  into  an  im- 

*^  pious  refiftance  againft  the  laws  of  the  mod! 

•*  holy  emperors,  Valerian  and  Gallienus  •^"    Thei 

tminner  of  his  execution  was  the  mildeft  and  leaft 

panrfttl  that  could  be  inflided  on  a  perfon  convicted 

of  any  capital  offence :  nor  was  the  ufe  of  torture 

admitted  to  obtain  from  the  biOiop  of  Carthage 

either  the  recantation  of  his  principles,  or  the  dit 

covery  of  his  accomplices. 

As  foon  as  the  fentence  was  proclaimed,    i  nhmit* 
general  cry  of  *^  We  will  die  with  him/'  arofe  at  *>^^^«'- 
once  among  the  Hftcning  multitude  of  Chriftians 
who  waited  before  the  palace  gates.    The  gene* 

>0  Pootiv*  (€•  15.)  acknowlet^ies  that  Cyprian,  witK  whom  btf 
fuppedy  paflfed  the  night  cuftodtsL  deiitat^.  The  biihop  exercifed  a  iaft 
and  very  proper  aft  of  juhrdi^kion,  by  direding  that  the  younger  fe« 
^nalca,  who  watched  in  the  ftreet,  (hould  be  removed  from  the  dapgert 
«ifd  f^aiptatfonM>f  a  no£iti#nal  <:ro«rd«  A&.  FrocoiifuJaria,  c.a« 
'  S7  Sm  llM4M4giiia)  fentcrice  iotlie  A^t,  c«  4.  and  in  Pontiusj  c«  tf* 
The  latter  expreiTes  it  in  a  more  rhetorical  manner*  * 

VouII.  Ff  rous 
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c  HA  P.  rou8  cffufioM  of  their  zeal  and  affeftion  were. 
neither  fervicea'ble  to  Cyprian  nor  dangerous  to 
themfelves*  He  was  led  away  under  a  guard  of 
tribunes  and  centurions,  without  refiftance  and 
without  infult,  to  the  place  of  his  execution,  a 
fpacious  and  level  plain  near  the  city,  which  was 
already  filled  with  great  numbers  of  fpe&ators. 
His  faithful  preibyters  and  deacons  were  permit- 
ted to  accompany  their  holy  biihop.  They 
ai&fted  him  in  laying  afide  his  upper  garment, 
fpread  linen  on  the  ground  to  catch  the  precious 
relics  of  his  blood,  and  received  his  orders  to 
beftow  five-and-twenty  pieces'  of  gold  on  the 
executioner.  The  martyr  then  covered  his  face 
with  his  hands,  and  at  one  blow  his  head  was 
feparated  from  Us  body.  His  corpfe  remained 
during  fome  hours  expofed  to  the  curiofity  of  the 
Gentiles :  but  in  the  night  it  was  removed,  and 
tranfported  in  a  triumphal  proceffion,  and  with  a 
iplendid  illumination,  to  the  burial-place  of  the 
Chriftians.  The  fimeral  of  Cyprian  was  publicly 
celebrated  without  receiving  any  interruption 
from  the  Roman  magiftrates;  and  thofe  among 
the  faithful,  who  had  performed  the  lail:  offices  to 
his  perfon  and  his  memory,  were  fecure  from  the 
danger  of  inquiry  or  of  puniflunent.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  of  fo  great  a  multitude  of  bifhops  in 
the  province  of  Africa,  Cyprian  was  the  firft  who 
was  efteemed  worthy  to  obtain  the  crown  of  mar* 
tyrdom    • 

s*  Pontius,  c.  19.  M.  d«Till«inont  (Memoiret»  torn.  if«  part  i« 
p«  450*  Don  50.)  it  not  pleafcd  with  fo  pofitife  an  cxclufioo  «>f  10/ 
foiVifr  martyrtof  the  cpifisopal  rank. 

It 
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It  was  m  the  choice  of  Cyprian,  either  to  die  ^  ^^^  p* 
a  martyr,  or  to  live ,  an  apoftate :   but  on  that  v^^-^^^w 
choice  depended   the  alternative    of    honour  or  y*el^enu" 
infamy.     Could  ve  fuppofe  that  the  biihop  of  to  martyr. 
Carths^   had  employed    the    profeffion  of    the  ^***"' 
Chriftian  ^  faith  only    as   the   inftrument   of  hi$ 
avarice  or  .^s^bition,   it  was  ftill    incumbent  on 
him    to  fupport    the   charader    which    he    had 
aflamed*';  and,  if  he  poflefled  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree of  manly  fortitude,  rather  to  expofe  himfelf 
to  the  moft  cruel  tortures,  than  by  a  lingle  aft 
to  exchange  the  reputation  of  a  whole  life,  for  the 
abhorrence  of  bis   Chriftian  brethren,    and  the 
contempt  of  the  Gentile  world.      But  if  the  zeal 
of  Cyprian  was  fupported    by  the  fincere  con* 
viftion  of  the  truth  of  thofe  doftrines  which  he 
preached,  the  crown  of  martyrdom  muft  have 
appeared  to  him  as  an  objeffc  of  defire  rather  than 
of  terror.     It  is  not  eafy  to  extraft  any  diftinft 
ideas  from  the  vague  though  eloquent  declama* 
tions  of  the  Fathers,  or  to  afcertain  the  degree 
of  immortal  glory  and  happinefs  which  they  con- 
fidently promifed  to  thofe  who  were  fo  fortunate 
as  to  fted  their  blood  in  the  caufe  of  religion  ^m 
They  inculcated  with   becoming  diligence,   that 

*9  Whatever  opinion  we  may  entertain  of  the  cbaraAer  or  princtplea 
of  TKomaa  Becket^  we  muft  acknowledge  that  he  fufFered  death  with 
ft  conftancy  not  unworthy  of  the  primitive  martyn*  See  Lord  LytteU 
ton's  HJftory  of  Henry  II.  ?oU  ii»  p.  s9^f  ^c* 

9«  See  in  particular  the  treatife  of  Cyprian  de  Lapfit,  p.  %7^$t» 
Edit.  Pell.  The  leaniing  of  Dodwell  (Diflertat.  Cypriaqjc.  xii,  xiii.)» 
and  the  ingenuity  of  Middleton  (Free  Inquiry,  p.  161,  &c.},  hare  left 
fcarcely  any  thing  to  add  concerning  the  aierit^  the  honoarfi  and  the 
nolivai  of  the  martyri* 
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the  fife  df  martyrdom  fuppHed  every  defeft  and 
e^{»ated  every  fin;  that  while  the  fouls  of  ordi- 
nary Chriftiaiid  were  obliged  to  pafs  through  a 
flow  and  painfol  purificatfon,  the  triumphant 
fo&rers  entered  into  the  immediate  fruition  of 
vernal  blift,  where,  in  the  fociety  of  the  patri- 
archa^  the  apoftles,  and  the  prophets,  t^ey  reigned 
with  ehrift,  and  afted  as  his  affeflbrs  in  the 
nniverfal  judgment  of  mankind.  The  affurance 
of  a  Fading  reputation  tipon  earth,  a  motive  fo 
congenial  to  the  vanity  of  human  nature,  often 
ferved  to  animate  the  courage  of  the  martyrs. 
The  hoiKDurs  which  Rome  or  Athens  beftowed  on 
Aofe  citizens  who  had  fallen  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country,  were  Cold  and  unmeaning  demonftra- 
flons  of  refpeft,  when  compared  with  the  ardent 
^titudc  and  devotion  which  the  primitive 
diurch  expreffed  towards  the  vJftoriouS  cham- . 
pions  of  the  faith.  The  annual  commemoration 
of  their  virtues  and  fufferings  was  obferved  as  a 
fecred  ceremony,  and  at  length  terminated  in 
religious  worfhip.  Among  the  Chriftians  who 
kad  publicly  confeffed  their  religious  principles, 
thofe,  who  (as  it  very  frequently  happened)  had. 
been  difmiffed  from  the  tribunal  or  the  prifons 
of  the  Pagan  magiftrates,  obtained  fuch  honours 
as  were  juftly  due  to  their  imperfcft  martyrdom, 
and  their  generous  refolution.  The  moft  pious 
females  courted  the  permiflion  of  imprinting 
kifles  on  the  fetters  which  they  had  worn,  and  on 
the  wounds  which  toey  bad  .  received.  Their 
perfona  were  efteemed  holy,  their  decHions  were 
,3.  admitted 
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admitt^  with  d^i^^ce,  ami  tb^  toq'  dfitfk  ^  ^^<'* 
abufed,  by  their  fpiritual  pride  and  Ucentiow  ^„i^^>^i^ 
^^aimersy  the  pr«*eminenps  which  their  2^  and 
^trepidity  had  acquired  ^\  Diftindioas  !&• 
tbefe,  wfailft  they  difplay  th^  exalted  merit,  be-i 
tray  the  inconfiderable  number  of  thofe  wJbo 
iuSered»  and  of  thofe  who  died  for  the  profeflioa 
of  Qhriftianity. 

.  The  fober  difcretion  of  the  prefent  age  will  Ardour  of 
more  readily  cenfure  than  admire,  but  can  more  ciLfauiit. 
eafily  admire  than  imitate,  the  fervour  of  the 
firft  Cbriilian$y  who,  according  to  the  lively  eXf* 
predion  of  Sulpicius  Severus,  defired  martyrdom 
with  more  eagernefs  than  his  own  contemporaries 
folicited  a  biftopric^N  The  efHftles  which  Igi 
natius  compofed  an  he  was  carried  in  chains 
through  the  ckies  of  Afia»  breathe  fendmenta 
th^  moft^  repugnant  to  the  ordinary  fisdix^  of 
human  niWW^r  He  earneftj^  beleeches  the  Ro« 
man$,  that  when  he  ihould  be  expofed  in  the 
an^phitheatre,  they  would  not,  by  their  kind  but 
u^fealbmible.  ioteroeffion,  deprive  him  of  the 
^OWA  of  glory;  and  he  declares  his  refblutioA 
tQ  pr9vokQjand  irritate  the  wild  beafts  which 
might  be  employed   as  the    inftruments  of  his 

•  9*  CfpHan.  Cpidol.  5,  6,  7.  11.  14..  and  de  Uoitat.  Ecdefix. 
The  number  of  pretended  martyrs  hat  been  very  much  multipliedx  by 
the  cuftom  which  was  introduced  of  bellowing  that  honourable  name 
on  confeflbrf  • 

9*  Ccrtatim  gforiofk  in  certamina  ruebatur ;   molrique  avidius  tum 
1  inartyria  gloriofi*  mortibus  quaerebaniur,    quam  nunc  EpifeopatUS 
pravit  ambitionibof  appetuntur.     Sulpicius  Sev«U9«  1.  ii.    He  might 
tiare  omitted  the  word  nrvc. 

F  f  3  death. 
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dMth  "«  Some  dories  are  related  of  the  courage 
of  martyrs,  who  aftually  performed  what  Igna- 
tius had  intended;  who  exafperated  the  ftrry  of 
the  lions,  prefled  the  executioner  to  haften  his 
office,  cheerftilly  leaped  into  the  fires  which  were 
kindled  to  confume  them,  and  difcovered  a  fen- 
fiition  of  joy  and  pleafure  in  the  midft  of  the 
moft  exquifite  tortures.  Several  examples  have 
been  preferved  of  a  zeal  impatient  of  thofe  re- 
ftraints  which  the  emperors  had  provided  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  church.  The  ChrHlians  fome- 
times  fupplied  by  their  voluntary  declaration  the 
want  of  an  accufer,  rudely  difturbed  the  public 
fervice  of  paganifm^,  and  rufliing  in  crowds 
round  the  tribunal  of  the  magiftrates,  called 
upon  them  to  pronounce  and  to  inflid  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  law.  The  behaviour  of  the  Ghrift- 
ians  was  too  remarkable  to  efcape  the  notice  of 
die  ancient  philofopliers ;  but  they  feem  to  have 
coofidered  it  with  much  lefs  admiraticm  than 
aftonifliment.  Incapable  of  conceiving  the  mo- 
tives which  fometimes  tranfported  the  fortitude 
of  believers  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudenbe  or 
reafon,  they  treated  fuch  an  eagerffiefs  to  die  at 

9S  See  Epift*  ad  Roman,  c.  4,  5.  ap.  Patrea  Apoftol.  torn.  ii.  p.  S7« 
It  fuited  the  pvrpofc  of  Biihop  Pcarfon  (fee  Vindicis  IgaattaiMe^ 
part  ii.  c.  9.}  to  juftify,  by  a  profufion  of  exampkt  and  aiiUiofitic% 
the  fcntimenti  of  Ignatiua. 

94>  The  ftory  of  PoIyeu6)eff,  on  which  Corneille  has  foaaded  a  fWf 
beautiful  tragedy »  it  one  of  the  moft  celebrated*  though  not  perhaps 
the  moft  authentic^  inftancea  of  this  eicciEve  aeal*  We  ftiould  c^. 
{erre,  that  the  (Soth  canon  of  the  covncil  of  lUiberit  refufca  the  dtle 
of  martyrf  to  thofe  who  expofed  themfelvet  to  deaths  by  publicly  de- 
ftroyiDg  the  idola* 
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Ac  ftrange  rcfult  of  obftinate  dcfpair,  of  ftupid  ^  ^^J^- 
faifenfibility,  or  of  fuperftitious  phrenzy  '^  **  Un- 
*^  happy  men !''  exclaimed  the  proconful  Anto« 
ninus  to  the  Chriftians  of  Afia ;  ^^  unhappy  men  ! 
•*  if  you  are  thus  weary  of  your  lives,  is  it  fo 
^  difficult  for  you  to  find  ropes  and  preci- 
**  pices  ••?*'  He  was  extremely  cautious  (as  it 
s  obferved  by  a  learned  and  pious  hiftorian)  of 
punifhing  men  who  had  found  no  accufiers  but 
themfelves,  the  Imperial  laws  not  having  made 
any  providon  for  fo  unexpeded  a  cafe:  con- 
demning therefore  a  few,  as  a  warning  to  their 
brethren,  he  difmifled  the  multitude  with  indig* 
nation  and  contempt '^^  Notwithftanding  this 
real  or  affected  difdain,  the  intrepid  conftancy 
of  the  faithful  was  productive  of  more  falutary 
effeds  on  thofe  minds  which  nature  or  grace  had 
difpofed  for  the  eafy  reception  of  religious  truth. 
On  thefe  melancholy  occafions,  there  were  many 
among  the  Gentiles  who  pitied,  who  admired, 
and  who  were  converted.  The  generous  enthu* 
fiafm  was  communicated  from  the  fufierer  to  the 
fpedators ;  and  the  blood  of  martyrs,  according 
to  a  well-known  obfervation,  became  the  feed  of 
die  church. 

f9  See  EptAetof ,  U  if  •  c.  7,  (though  there  if  fome  doubt  whether 
fieallodet  to  the  Chriftians),  Marcus  Amoninns  de  Rebus  fuis^  1.  xi. 
c«  3«  Lucian  in  Peregrin. 

^  TKitullian  ad  Seapul.  e.  5.  The  learned  are  divided  between 
three  perfons  of  the  fame  name,  who  were  all  proconAils  of  A6a.  I 
am  inclined  to  afcribe  this  ^ory  to  Antoninus  Piui^  who  was  after- 
wards emperor  |  and  who  may  have  governed  Afia»  under  the  reign 
of  Tra}an. 

97  Molheim^  deRsbus  ChriA.  ante  Conftantitt.  pt  a35« 

F  f  4  But 
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c  H  A^  P.       But  although  devotion  had  raifed»  and  eli>- 
^^m^'^  quence  continued   to  inflame,  this  fever  of  the 
^^"?J^    mind,  it  infenfibly  gave  way  to  ths  more  natural 
hopes   and   fears  of  the   human  h^art,    to  the 
love  of  life,  the  apprehenfion  of  pain,  and  th& 
horror  of  diflfolution^    The  more  prudent  rulers 
of  the  church  found  themfelves  obliged  to  reh 
ftrain   the   indifcreet  ardour  of  their  follower^^ 
and  to  diftrufl:  a  conftancy  which  too  often  aban- 
doned then>  in  the  hour  of  trial  '\     As  the  lives 
of  the  jEUhhful  became  lefs  mortified  and  auftere^ 
they  were  every  day  lefs  ambitious  of  the  ho- 
nours of  martyrdom ;   and  the  foldiers  of  Chrift^ 
inftead  of  diflinguifhing  themfelves  by  voluntary 
deeds  of  heroifm,  frequently  deferted  their  poft, 
and  fled  in  confufion  before  the  enemy  whoia 
it  was  their  duty  to  refift.      There  were  three 
methods,  however,  of  efcaping  the  flames  of  per* 
fecution,  which  were  not  attended  with  an  equal 
degree  of  guilt  :  the  firfl  indeed  was  generally 
allowed  to   be  innocent  j    the  fccond  was  of  a 
doubtful,  or  at  Icaft  of  a  venial,  nature ;  but  the 
third  implied  a  direft  and  criminal  apoftacy  from 
the  Chriftian  faith. 
Three  me-       I.  A  mqdem  inqulfitor  wQuld  hear  with  fuTr 
rfcap^ing      P"fe>    ^^^^  whenever  an  information  was  given 
^^omV'      ^^  *  Roman  magiftrate,  of  any  perfon  within  his 
jurifdiftion  who  had  embraced   the  feft  of  the 
Chriflians,  the  charge  was  communicaied  to  the 
party  accufed,   and  that  a  convenient  time  was 

9<  Sfe  the  Epiftle  of  the  Church  of  Sinyrna,  ap.  Euieb.  Hit.  Kc. 
elff.  1.  iv.  c«  I  j, 
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allowed  him  tx)  fettle  his  domeftic  concerns,  and  c  ha  r. 
to  prepare  aa  anfwer  to  the  crime  which  was 
imputed  to  him'^  If  he  entertained  any  doubt 
of  his  own  conftancy,  fuch  a  delay  afforded  him 
the  opportunity  of  preferving  his  life  and  honour 
by  flight,  of  withdrawing  himfelf  into  fome  ob- 
fcure  retirement  or  fome  diftant.  province,  and- 
of  patiently  expecting  the  return  of  peace  and 
fecurity.  A  meafure  .fo  confonant  to  reafon  was 
foon  authorised  by  the  advice  and  example  of 
the  moft  holy  prelates;  and  feems.  to  have  been 
cenfiired  by  few,  except  by  the  Montanifts,  who 
deviated  into  herefy  by  their  ilri£l  and  obftinate 
adherence  to  the  rigour  of  ancient  difcipline  *^. 
II.  The  provincial  governors,  whofe  zeal  was 
lefs  prevalent  than  their  avarice,  had  counte- 
nanced the  prafticc  of  felling  certificates,  (or 
libels  as  they  were  called,)  which  attefted,  that* 
the  perfons  therein  mentioned  had  complied  with 
the  laws,  and  facrificed  to  the  Roman  deities* 
By  producing  thefe  falfe  declarations,  the  opu« 
l#nt  and  timid  Chriftians  were  enabled  to  filence 
the  malice  of  an  informer,  and  to  reconcile  in 

99  In  the  fecond  apology  of  Juftin,  there  is  a  particular  and  very 
curioiw  inilance  of  this  legal  delay.  The  fame  indulgence  was  grant* 
ed  to  accufed  Chriftiant,  in  the  periecution  of  Deciu*  }  and  Cyprian 
(de  Lapfis)  exprefyly  mentions  the  <'  Dies  negaiitibus  prseftitutua.** 

100  TcrttUiian  confiders  flight  from  perfecution  as  an  imperfcA, 
but  fery  cnminal,  apo&acy>  as  an  impious  attempt  to  elude  the  will  of 
God,  &€•  &c.  He  has  written  a  treatife  on  this  fubjeA  (fee  p.  ss^"— 
544*  Edit.  Kigalt.)t  which  is  filled  with  the  wildcfi  fanaticifm,  and 
the  moft  incoherent  declamation.  It  is,  however,  fon>ewhat  remark* 
able,  tliat  TertoUiao  di4  not  fuier  martyrdom  bimfeif. 
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CHAP,  fome  meafnre    their    fafety  with    their  religion. 


XVI. 


A  flight  penance  atoned  for  this  profane  di(&- 
muladon*^'.  IIL  In  every  perfecution  there 
were  great  numbers  of  unworthy  Chriftians,  who 
publicly  difowned  or  renounced  the  faith  which 
they  had  profefled ;  and  who  confirmed  the  fin* 
cerity  of  their  abjuration,  by  the  legal  ads  of 
burning  incenfe  or  of  offering  facrifices.  Some 
of  thefe  apoftates  had  yielded  on  the  firft  menace 
or  exhortation  of  the  magiftrate;  whilft  the 
patience  of  others  had  been  fubdued  by  the 
length  and  repetition  of  tortures.  The  affrighted 
countenances  of  fome  betrayed  their  inward  re- 
morfe,  while  others  advanced  with  confidence 
and  alacrity  to  the  altars  of  the  gods  '^*.  But 
the  difguife,  which  fear  bad  impofed^  fubfifted 
no  longer  than  the  prefent  danger.  As  foon  as 
the  feverity  of  the  perfecution  was  abated,  the 
doors  of  the  churches  were  aflailed  by  the  re- 
turning multitude  of  penitents,  who  detefted 
their  idolatrous  fubmiffion,  and  who  folicited  widi 
equal  ardour,  but  with  various  fuccefe,  their  re« 
admiilion  into  the  fodety  of  Chriflians  '*'\ 

IV.  Not. 

'«>  The  UMlatia,  who  ire  chiefly  known  by  the  writingt  ol  C^- 
prian,  are  defcrtbcd  with  the  utmoft  pfccifion,  in  the  oopioot  com* 
mentary  oFMoflieimy  p.  483—489. 

>os  Plin.  Epiftol.  X.  97.  Dionyfiua  Alesandrin*  ap*  Euleb.  h  ru 
C.41.  Ad  prima  ftatim  verba  minantit  inimici  maximut  fntrum 
niimenit  fiJcm  foam  prodiditt  nee  proftratnt  eft  perfeeutionis  im* 
|)cm,  led  voluntario  lapfu  reipfum  proftra?it.  Cyprian.  Opera,  p.  t^. 
Among  thtfe  defertert  were  many  prieftt,  and  efen  biihopt. 

ioi  It  was  on  thit  occafion  that  Cyprian  wrote  bit  rreatife  Do  Lap. 
fit,  and  many  of  hit  epiftles.    The  controreriy  concerning  the  treat* 
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IV,    Notwithftanding  the    general    rules   efta-  c «  a  p. 
bliflied  for  the  convidion  and  punifhment  of  the  ^^—^ v*-— ^ 
Chriftians,  the  fate  of  thofe  feaaries,  in  an  ex-  Aitern*- 
tenfive  and  arbitrary  government,   muft  ftill,  in  ▼cntyand 
a   great  meafure,    have  depended   on  their  own  ^•'•^**'*"' 
behaviour,  the  circumftances  of  the  times,   and 
the  temper  of  their  fupreme  as  well  as  fubordi- 
nate  rulers.      Zeal    might    fometimes    provoke, 
and  prudence  might  fometimes  avert  or  afluage, 
the  fuperftitious  fury  of  the  Pagans.     A  variety 
of  motives  might    difpofe   the    provincial  gover- 
nors either  to  enforce  or  to  relax  the  execution 
of   the    laws ;    and   of  thefc  motives,  the  moft 
forcible  was  ihehr  regard  not  only  for  the  public 
edifts,  but  for  the  fecret  intentions   of  the  em- 
peror, a  glance  from  whofe  eye  was  fuiEcient  to 
kindle  or  to  extinguifii  the  flames  of  perfecution* 
As  often  as  any  occafional  feverities  were  exer- 
cifed   in   the   different  parts   of  the  empire,  the 
primitive   Chriftians    lamented  an4  perhaps  mag- 
nified  their   own   fufferings;    but   the  celebrated  Thefem 
number  of  ten  perfecutions  has  been  determined  p^''^*^"* 
by  the  eccleliaftical  writers  of  the  fifth  century, 
who  pofTefled    a   more  diftind  view  of  the  pro- 
fperous  or  advexfe  fortunes  of  the  church,  from 
the  age  of  Nero  to  that  of  Diocletian.     The  in- 
genious  parallels   of  the  ten  plagues  of  Egypt, 
and   of   the  ten   horns  of   the  Apocalypfe  firft 

ment  of  pf  nitent  apoftates,  does  not  occur  among  the  Chriftiant  of  the 
preceding  century.  Shall  we  afcribe  this  to  the  lupcrioriiy  of  their 
faith  and  courage^  or  to  our  left  intimate  knoirledge  of  their  hiftory  ? 

fuggefted 
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CHAP,  fuggcfted  this  calculation  to  their  minds ;  ^rnd 
in  their  application  of  the  faith  of  pioph^y  to 
the  truth  of  hiflory,  they  were  careful  to  fele£fc 
thofe  reignjs  whjch  were  indeed  the  mod  hoftile 
to  the  Chriftian  qLufe"'%  But  thefe  tranfient 
perfecutions  ferved  only  to  revive  the  zeal,  and 
to  reftore  the  difcipline  of  the  faithful :  and  the 
moments  of  extraordinary  rigour  were  compen- 
fated  by  much  longer  intervals  of  peace  and 
fecurity.  The  indifference  of  fome  princes,  and 
the  indulgence  of  others,  permitted  the  Chrift- 
ians  to  enjoy,  though  not  perhaps  a  1^^,  yet 
an  adual  and  public,  toleration  of  their  reli- 
gion. 

The  apology  of  Tertullian  contains  two  very 
ancient,    very  fingular,   but    at   the   fame  time 

mndMar.    y^^y  fufpicious  inftanccs  of  Imperial  clemency; 

ninut.  the  edi£ls  publifhed  by  Tiberius  and  by  Marcus 
Antoninus,  and  defigned  not  only  to  protect  the 
innocence  of  the  Chriflians,  but  even  to  pro- 
claim thofe  (lupendous  miracles  which  had  at- 
tefted  the  truth  of  their  doftrine.  The  firft  of 
thcfe  examples  is  attended  with  fome  difficulties 
which  might  perplex  the  fceptical  mind '°'.  We 
are  required  to   believe,    that  Pontius  Pilate  in- 


Suppofcd 
cdias  of 
Tiberius 


»o4  Sre  Mofbeim,  p.  97.-  Snlpictut  Scveru*  was  the  firft  amborof 
this  computation  \  though  Ivo  ieemcd  defirous  of  referving  ^le  tenth 
and  greateft  perfecution  for  the  coming  of  the  Antichrift. 

los  Xbe  teftimoay  given  by  Pontius  Pilat«  is  firft  mentioned  by 
JuAin.  l*he  fucccHive  improyenieittt  which  the  ftory  has  acquired 
(as  it  paflfed  through  the  iiands  of  Tertullian,  Eufebius,  Epipbanius, 
Cbryfortom,  Orofius,  Gregory  of  Tours,  and  the  authors  ot  thefe* 
veial  editions  of  the  afls  of  Pilate),  are  very  faiily  Haied  by  Dom* 
Calmer,  DifTertat,  fur  TEcriture,  torn.  iii.  p.  651,  &c. 
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fotmed  the  emperor  of  the  '  unjti(f  fentence  of  <^  ha  p. 
death  which  he  had  pronounced  againfl  an  in- 
nocetity  and»  as  it  appeared^  a  divine,  perfon ; 
and  that, '  without  acquiring  the  merit,  he  ex« 
pofed  himfelf  to  the  danger,  of  martyrdom ;  thai 
Tiberius,  who  avowed  his  contempt  for  all  re- 
ligion, immediately  conceived  the  defign  of 
placing  the  Jewifli  Meffiah  among  the  gods  of 
Rome ;  that  his  fervile  fenate  ventured  to  difobey 
the  comimands  of  their  matter ;  that  Tiberius, 
inftead  of  refenting  their  refufal,  contented  him- 
felf with  protedUng  the  Chriftians  from  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  laws,  maiiy  years  before  fuch  laws 
were  enabled,  or  before  the  church  had  alfumed 
any  diftinft  name  or  exiftence  ;  and  laflly,  that 
the  memory  of  this  extraordinary  tranfaflion  was 
preferved  in  the  moft  public  and  authentic  re- 
cords, which  efcaped  the  Iknowtedge  of  the  hif- 
torians  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and  were  only 
vifible  to  the  eyes  of  an  African  Chriftian,  who 
compofed  his  apology  one  hundred  and  fixty 
years  after  the  death  of  Tiberius,  The  edift  ctf 
Marcus  Antoninus  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
effeft  of  his  devotion  and  gratitude,  for  the  mi- 
raculous deliverance  which  he  had  obtained  iti 
the  Marcomannic  war.  The  diftrefs  of  the  le- 
gions, the  feafonable  temped  of  rain  and  hail, 
of  thunder  and  of  lightning,  and  the  difmay  smd 
defeat  of  the  barbarians,  have  been  celebrated 
by  the  eloquence  of  feveral  Pagan  writers.  If 
Uiere  were  any  Chriftiana  in  that  army,  it  was 
natural  that  they  Ihoukl  afcribe   fome  merit  to 
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c  HA  P.  the  fervent  prayen^  which,  m  the  moment  of 
^^>-y-w  danger,  they  had  offered  up  for  then*  own  and 
the  public  fafty.  But  we  are  ftill  aflured  by 
monuments  of  brals  and  marble,  by  the  Imperial 
medals,  and  by  the  Antonine  column,  that  nei- 
ther the  prince  nor  the  people  entertained  any 
lenfe  of  this  fignal  obligation,  fince  they  unani- 
mouily  attribute  their  deliverance  to  the  pro- 
vidence of  Jupiter,  and  to  the  interpofition  of 
Mercury.  During  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign, 
Marcus  defpifed  the  Chriftians  as  a  philofopher, 
and  puniflied  them  as  a  fovereign  '°^ 
State  of  By  a  fingular   fatality,    the   hardfhips   which 

itni^n"he  ^^^Y  ^^^   endurcd  under  the  government  of  a 
reigntof     virtuous  priucc,    immediately  ceafed  on  the  ac- 
iiii»a!!d*     ceilion  of  a  tyrant,  and  as  none   except  them- 
Scverut.      felves  had  experienced   the  injuftice  of  Marcus, 
'  fo  they  alone  were  protefted  by  the  lenity  of 
Commodus.     The  celebrated  Marcia,  the  moft 
favoured  of  his  concubines,  and  who  at  length 
contrived  the  murder  of  her  Imperial  lover,  en- 
tertained a  fingular   aflfedion  for   the   opprefled 
church;    and   though  it  was  impoflible  that  fhe 
could   reconcile  the   prafUce   of  vice  with    the 
precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  (he  might  hope  to  atonef 
for  the  frailties  of  her  fex  and  profeilion,  by  de- 
claring herfelf  the  patronefs'  of  the  Chriftians ' 


•©T 


■oO  On  thii  miracle,  as  it  it  commonly  called,  of  the  thundering 
Jegioiii  fee  the  admirable  criticifm  of  Mr*  Moyl«f  in  hit  Workt, 
vol.  ii.  p.  8i-^39o« 

*^  Dion  CaiTiuSy  or  rather  his  abbreviator  Xiphilin,  1.  ixxu. 
p.  ito6.  Mr.  Moyle  (p.  a66.)  hai  explained  the  condition  of  the 
church  under  the  resgn  of  Commodus* 

Under 
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Under  the  gracious  proteftion  of  Marcia,  they  chap. 
pafTed  in  Mtty  the  thirteen  years  of  a  cruel  ty- 
ranny; and  when  the  empire  was  eftabliflied  in 
the  houfe  of  Severus,  they  formed  a  domefUc 
but  more  honourable  connexion  with  the  new 
court.  The  emperor  was  perfuaded,  that,  in  a 
dangerous  ficknefs,  he  had  derived  fome  benefit, 
either  fpiritual  or  phyfical,  from  the  holy  oil, 
^ith  which  one  of  his  flaves  had  anointed  hinu 
He  always  treated  with  peculiar  diftindion  fe* 
veral  perfons  of  both  fexes  who  had  embraced 
the  new  religion.  The  nurfe  as  well  as  the  pre« 
ceptor  of  CaraeaUa  were  Chriftians ;  and  if  that 
young  prince  ever  betrayed  a  fentiment  of  hu- 
manity, it  was  occafioned  by  an  incident,  which, 
however  trifling,  bore  fome  relation  to  the  caufe 
of  Chriftianity  *''•.  Under  the  reign  of  Severus, 
the  fury  of  the  populace  was  checked;  the  rigour 
of  ancient  laws  was  for  fome  time  fufpended; 
and  the  provincial  governors  were  fatisfied  with 
receivings  an  annual  prefent  from  the  churches 
within  their  jurifdidion,  as  the  price,  or  as  the 
reward,  of  their  moderation  *°*.  The  contro- 
verfy  concerning  the  precife  time  of  the  celebnu 
tion  of  Eafter  armed  the  bifliops  of  Afia  and 

*^'  Compare  the  lih  of  CaraeaUa  in  the  Auguftan  Hiftory,  widi 
the  epiftJe  of  Tcrtulliao  to  Scapnla.  Dr.  Jortin  (Remarks  on  Ecclc* 
fiaftical  hiftory f  vol.  ii.  p.  5,  Stc.)  confiders  the  cure  of  Severttfty  by 
iht  meaoa  of  holj  oil»  with  a  ftroog  defire  to  convert  it  into  a 
miracle « 

*^  Tertnllian  de  Fugft,  c.  13.  The  prefent  was  made  during  the 
feaft  of  the  Satumah'a  |  and  it  it  a  matter  of  ferioot  concern  to  Ter* 
tullian^  that  the  faithful  fhould  be  confonnded  with  the  moft  infamous 
pnfisffions  which  purchaft d  the  connivance  of  the  government. 

4  Italy 
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CHAP.  Italy  againft  each  other,  and  was  coiifidered  as 
«««i-s«w  che  mod  imponant  bufinefs  of  this  period  of 
A.D.I9S.  [eifure  and  tranquillfty "°.  Nor  was  the  peace 
of  the  church  interrupted,  till  the  increafing 
numbers  of  profelytes  feem  at  length  to  have 
attraded  the  attention,  and  to  have  alienated  the 
mind,  of  Severus*  With  the  defign  of  reftraiiK 
jtig  the  progrefs  of  Chriftianity,  he  publifhed  aa 
edid,  which,  though  it  was  defigned  to  afleft 
only  the  new  converts,  could  not  be  carried  into 
find  execution,  without  exposing  to  danger  and 
ponifliment  iht  mod  zealous  of  their  teachi^s  and 
miilionaries.  In  this  mrtigated  perfecution,  we 
may  ftill  difcover  the  indulgent  fpirit  of  Rome 
and  of  Polytheifm,  which  fo  readily  admittei 
every  excufe  in  fevour  of  thofe  who  pra£tifed  the 
religious  ceremonies  of  their  fathers  "'• 
or  the  fac-  But  the  laws  which  Severtis  had  enaded,  fooa 
expired  with  the  authority  of  that  emperor ;  afid 
A.  D.  the  Chriftians,  after  this  accidental  tempeft,  en- 
•"-*«.  j^y^  a  calm  of  thirty-eight  years  "\  Till  this 
pariod  they  had  ufually  held  their  aflemblies  in 
|>rivate  houfes  and  fequeftered  places.  They 
were  now  permitted  to  ered  and  Confecrate  con^ 
venient  edifices  for  the  purpofe  of  religious  wor- 
(hip"';  to  purchafe  lands,  even  at  Rome  itfelf, 

for 

"•  Eofeb.  I.  w,  c.  13,  24*    MoflieiiQi  p.  435— 44.7, 

">  J«d«os  fieri  iub  gravi  poeiM  vetuiu  lUem  cuam  deCWftiMk 
lanxit.    HiA.  Augulh  |>.  70. 

"A  Sulpicrot  Severusy  h  ii.  p.  384.  This  oompotation  (a]ll»#ing 
for  a  fiivgle  exception)  is  coafinncd  by  the  hiftory  of  EofebiMt  and 
by  the  writings  of  CypriaB. 

"I  The  anri()%iity  of  Cbriftum  chuithta  it  aiicoiled  by  TiitaMnr* 
(Mcmoirei  ficclcfiaftiques^  tom^iii.  partii.  p.  6S— 7a.}*  s^^^  ^ 

Ml* 
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for  the  ufe  of  the  community ;  and  to  coadQ&  ths  chap, 
eledions  of  their  ecclefiaftical  minifters  in  fo 
public^  but  at  the  fame  time  in  fo  exemplftry  a 
manner,  as  to  defetve  the  refpe^ul  attention  o£ 
the  Gentiles  "^  This  long  repofeof  the  church 
was  accompanied  with  dignity.  The  reigns  of 
thofe  princes  ^vho  derived  their  extraction  from 
the  Afiadc  provinces,  proved  the  mod:  favourable 
to  the  Chriilians ;  the  eminent  perfons  of  the 
feA,  inftead  of  being  reduced  t;o  implore  the  pro* 
tedion  of  a  flave  or  concubinet  were  admitted 
into  the  palace  in  the  honourable  chkraClers  of 
priefts  and  philofophers ;  and  their  my(teriou8 
dodrines,  which  were  already  diffufed  among  the 
people,  infeniibly  attra&ed  the  curiofity  of  their 
fovereign*  When  the  emprefs  Manrmaea  pafled 
through  Antioch,  (he  exprefied  a  defire  of  con* 
verfing  with  the  celebrated  Origen,  the  fame  of 
whofe  piety  and  learning  was  fpread  over  the 
Eaft.  Origen  obeyed  fo  flattering  an  invitation, 
and  though  he  could  not  exped  to  fucccod  in  the 
converfion  of  an  artful  and  ambitious  woman, 
flie  liftened  with  pleafure  to  his  eloquent  exhort- 
ations,   and    honourably    difmifled    him    to    his 


Mr.  Moyk  (vol.  i.  p.  37S— 39t.)»  '^^^  former  refers  the  firft  cdn« 
ftruAion  of  them  to  the  pence  of  /Alexander  Severus  s  the  latter,  to 
the  peace  cf  Gallienus. 

««4  See  the  Aiiguftan  Hifiory,  p.  130.  The  emperor  Alexander 
adopted  their  method  of  publicly  propolirg  the  names  ofthofe  perfons 
who  were  candidate!  for  ordination.  It  is  true,  that  the  honour  of 
this  praAice  it  Uke«rife  attributed  to  the  Jews, 

Vol.  n.  G  g  retire 
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CHA^P-  retirement  in  Paleftine"^  The  fentiments  of 
»»^w^  Mammaea  were  adopted  by  her  fon  Alexander, 
and  the  philofophic  devotion  of  that  emperor  was 
marked  by  a  fmgular  but  injudicious  regard  for 
the  Chriftian  religion.  In  his  domeftic  chapel  he 
placed  the  ftatues  of  Abraham^  of  Orpheus,  of 
ApoIIonius,  and  of  Chrift,  as  an  honour  juftly 
due  to  thofe  refpe£lable  fages  who  had  inftruSed 
mankind  in  the  various  modes  of  addre(fing  thdr 
homage  to  the  fupreme  and  univerfal  Deity  "\ 
A  purer  faith*  as  well  as  worfhip,  was  ppenly 
profefled  and  pradUfed  among  his  houfehold* 
BiOiops,  perhaps  for  the  firft  time,  were  feen .  at 
court ;  and  after  the  death  of  Alexander,  when 
A.D.  ft35.  the  inhuman  Maximin  difcharged  hia  fury  on  the 
favourites  and  fervants  of  his  unfortunate  bene* 
fador*  a  great  number  of  Chriftians,  of  every 
rank  and  of  both  fexes,  were  involved  in  the 
promifcuous  maiTacre^  which,  on  their  account, 
has   improperly  received   the  mame  of  Perfecu- 

^*^"''  Notwiih. 

"5  Enftb*  Hid.  Hccldiift.  !.▼!.  c.  «f«  Hteronym*  de  Script. 
Ecclef.  c.  54'  MamniKa  was  Ay  led  a  holy  and  |)ioiis  woman ,  both 
by  the  Chriltrans  and  the  Pagans.  Prom  the  former,  thereiore^  it  wa* 
impolfible  that  Aie  (hould  delVi  vc  that  honourable  epithet* 

>|6  Seethe  Auguftan  Hiftory»  p.  12?.  Moflieim  (p.4.65.)  reems 
to  reiioe  too  much  on  the  dumeflic  idi^ion  of  Alexander.  His  de« 
-  fign  of  building  a  public  temple  toCUiift  (Hift.  Augull.  p.  1x9. )t 
and  the  objcdl  which  was  fuggefted  either  to  him,  or  in  limilar  cir- 
cuniilancet  to  Hadrian,  appear  to  have  no  other  foundation  than  mn 
improbable  report,  invented  by  the  Chii(tians,aDd  credulouilv  adopted 
by  An  hiftorian  of  the  age  of  Condaniine. 

■17  Eufeb.  I.  VI.  c.  iS.  It  may  be  prefumed,  that  the  fuccefs  of 
tlx  Chiirtiani  had  cxifperatcd  Uie  incieafing  bigotry  of  thaPa^n. 
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Notwithftanding  the  cruel  difpofition  of  Max!-  chap/ 
min,  the  eflFefts  of  his   refentment  againft   the    J^,^ 
Chriftians  were  of  a  very  local   and  temporary  of  M«i, 
nature,   and   the  piou«   Origen,  who  had  been  h^Md 
f  rofcribed  as  a  devoted  vi£dm,  was  ftill  referved  P^^^* 
to  convey  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel  to  the  ear  of 
monarchs"'.    He  addreffed  feveral  edifying  let-  a.d«s44, 
ters  to  the  emperor  Philip,  to  his  wife,  and  to  his 
mother;  and  as  foon  as    that  prince,  who  was 
bom    in  the    neighbourhood   of  Paleftine,    had 
ufurped  the  Imperial  fceptre,  the    Chriftians  ac- 
quired a  friend   and  a  protedor*      The  public 
and   even  partial  favour  of  Philip  towards  the 
fedaries  of  the  new   religion,  and   his  conftaht 
reverence  for  the  minifters  of  the  church,  gave 
fome  colour  to  the  fufpicion,  which  prevsuled  in 
his  own  tinies,  that  the  emperor  himfelf  was  be- 
come a  convert  to  the  faith"';    and    afforded 

fome 

Dion  Caflinsy  who  compoM  bit  hiftoiy  under  the  former  reigD»  had 

moft  probably  intended  for  the  ufe  of  his  matter  thofe  counfeU  of  |)cr. 

fecution,  which  he  afcribet  to  a  better  age,  and  to  the  fatourite  of 

Auguftus.    Concerning  thit  oration  of  M«cenaf»  or  rather  of  Dion» 

I -may  refer  to  my  own  unbiafled  opinion  (voL  i.  p.  55.  Not.  %$•)• 

and  to  the  Abb^  de  la  Bleterie  (Memoirea  de  TAcademie,  torn,  xxin  • 

p.  303.  torn.  xxT.  p.  43sO« 

"*  Orofiut,  1.  vii.  €.19.  mentioni  Origen  at  the  objeft  of  Maxi- 
mln*s  refentment)  and  Firmilianus»  a  Cappadocian  bifliop  of  that  age, 
gives  a  juft  and  confined  idea  of  this  perfecution  (apud  Cyprian* 

£pift.7S)- 

'  <>9  The  mention  of  thofe  princes  who  were  publicly  fuppofed  to  be 
Chriftians*  as  we  find  it  in  an  epiftle  of  Dionyfius  of  Alexandria  (ap/ 
Eufeb.  1.  vii.  c.  io.)»  evidently  alludes  to  Philip  and  his  family  i 
and  forms  a  contemporary  evidence,  that  fuch  a  report  had  prevailed  j' 
but  the  Egyptian  biihop,  who  lived  at  an  humble  diftance  from  the 
court  of  Rome,  expreflfes  himilclf  with  a  becoming  diflMence  concerns 
ing  the  truth  cl  the  faa*  The  epiftles  of  Origen  (which  were  extant 
G  g  a  in 
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c  HA  P.  fomft  groundfi  for  a  fable  which  was  aftcrwatds 
s,^>>.v*^  invented,  that  he  had  been  purified  by  confeffion. 
and  penance  from  the  guile  contraded  by  the 
A.I>/a49<*  murder  of  his  innocent  predeceffor  '^^  The  fall 
of  Philip  intToduced,  with  the  change  of  mafters, 
a  new  fyftem  of  government,  fo  oppreffive  to 
the  Chriftians,  that  their  former  condition,  ever 
fmce  the  time  of  Domitian,  was  reprefented  as  xi 
ftat?  of -perfeft  freedom  and  fecurity,  if  compared 
with  the  rigorous  treatment  which  they  expe- 
rienced under  the  Ihort  reign  of  Decius  "'.  The 
virtues  of  that  prince  will  fcarcely  allow  us  to 
{[ifpecl  that  he  was  a^uated  by  a  mean  refent- 
mem  againft  the  favourites  of  bis  predeceflbr^ 
and  it  is  more  reafonable  to  believe,  that  in  the 
profecutipn  of  his  general  defign  to  redore  the 
purity  of  Roman  manners,  he  was  defirous  of 
delivering  .the  empire  from  what  he  condemned 
as  a  recent  and  criminal  fuperllition.  The  bifhops 
of  the  mofl  confiderable  cities  were  removed  by 
exile  OF  death :  the  vigilance  of  the  magiftrates 
prevented  the  clergy  of  Rome  during  (ixteen 
months  from  proceeding  to  a  new  eleftion ;  and 
it   was  tile  opinion  of  the   Cbriilians,   that  the 

in  the  time  of  Eufebius,  fee  L  vi.  c.  36  )  would  mod  probably  decide 
this  curious,  rather  than  impottant,  qucAion. 

*  i»o  Eiffel).  1.  vi.  c.  34.  The  (bry,  as  \%  ufual,  has  been  embcU 
Jil!i€<l  by  fucceeding  wriiers,  and  is  confuted^  with  cnuch  fupeifluoiM 
leariupg^  by  Fisdciitk  Spanheim  (Opera  Varia,  torn,  ii.  p.  400* 
I'c.)- 

>*«  LaflanhiiS  dcMoriibusPcrfccutoruin,  c.  S.4-  Aftercelebret. 
ing  fhe  ftlicii^  and  incicafe  of  the  church,  under  a  long  AjcccfTion  of 
good  jifinces  j  be  adds,  "  Exiitit  poft  aonot  pluriaios,  enecrabik 
auiiual,  Deciu»|  <itti  vexaia  Eccldian,*' 

emperor 
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emperor  wooki^  ioore  patiently  etidure  e  tompei  c'h  A'r 
litor  fyr  the  poiple,  than  a  biOiop  in  Ihe  capi-i  v:;;^^!:^;^ 
tal"\  W-erc  it  poffible  to  fupp6fe  that  tht! 
penetmtbn  of  Decius  had  diicovared  pride  ^ndei' 
the  dffguffe  of  humitity,  or  that  be  cbuld  forefe^ 
the  temporal  dominion  virhic;h  might  mrenribly' 
arife  from  the  claims  of  fj^ritual  authority',  we 
might  be  Icfs  furprifed,  that  he  Ibauld  confider  the 
fucceflbrs  of  St.  Peter  as  the  moff  formidable  rivaU 
to  thofe  of  Auguftus. 

The    adminiftration    of   Valerian    ^d    diftin«  bf  Valeria 
guiflied  by  a. levity  and  mconftancy,  ill-fuited  to  JH^f^Ji'^ 
the  gravity  of  the   Roman  Cenfor.     In  the  firft  hisfuccef* 
part  of  his  rdgn,  he  furpafled  in  clemency  tholii  ^"^  a.d, 
princes  who  had  been  fufpe£ted  of  an  attachment  »53^a^ 
to  the  Chriftian  faith.     In  the  lad  three  years  and 
a  half,  liftening  to  the  infinuations  of  a  minifter 
addided  to  the  fuperftitions  of  Egypt,  he  adopted 
the  maxims,  and  imitnt^d   the    feveriry,  of   bis 
predeceffor  Decius "'.       The   acceffion    of  Gal- 
lienus,    which    increafed    the    calamities    of    the 
empire,  reftored  peace  to  the   church ;  and  the 
ChrifHans  obtained  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion, by  an  ediffc  addreifed  to  the  bifhops,  and 
conceived  in  fuch  terms  as  feemed  to  aoknow* 

<*^  Euieb.  l.vu  c.  39.  Cyprian.  Epiftol,  55.  The  frfe' of ' Rome 
remained  vacant  from  thr  martyrdam  of  Fabianiit,  the  Joth  of  January, 
A.  D.  150,  till  the  eleAton  of  Cornel iii»,  the  ^ih  of  June,  A.  D.  ft5tl 
Decius  had  probably  lett  l<onne»  (incc  he  was  killed  before  the  end  of 
that  year.  ' 

>M  Eufeb.  1.  vii.  c.  10.  Mofheim  (p.  54«.)  has  very  clearly 
fhcwn,  that  the  PitcfeSl  MacrianuSy  and  the  Egyptian  Mtffts^  are  one 
^nd  the  fame  perfon. 
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CHAP.   Mge  their  office  and  public  A2X9&w'^.    The 

s^v^^w  ancient  laws,  wkhout   beingi  formaUy   repealed, 

were  fuffered  to  fink  into  oblivion ;  and  (excepts^ 

only  Ibme  lioftile  intentions  which  are  attriboted  to 

the  emperor  Aurelian'*')  the  difciples  of  Chrift 

pafled  iboYC  forty  years  in  a  ftale  of  profperhy, 

far  moi«  dangerous  to  their  virtue  than  the  fevereft 

trials  of  perfectttion. 

Paul  of  8«.      The  ftory  of  Paul  of  Samofata,  who  filled,  the 

mannen/*  metropolitan  fee  of  Antioch,.  while  the  Eaft  was 

A.D.»«o.  ja  the  hands  of  Odenathus  and  ZenoUa,  may 

ferve  to  illuftrate  the  condition  and  chara3:er  of 

&e  times.    The  wealth  of  that  prelate  was  a  faf* 

ficient  evidence  of  his  guilt,  fince  it  was  neither 

derived  from  the  inheritance  of  his  fiithers,  nor 

acquired  by  the  arts  of  honeft  induftry.      But 

Paul  confidered  the  fervice  of  the  church  as  a 

very   lucrative    profei9pa'''t      His   ecclefiaftical 

jurifdidion  was  venal  and  rapacious }  he  extorted 

**4  Eufebios  (I.  vii»  c«  1).)  gives  ut  a  Greek  verfioD  of  this  Latin 
tdiB,  which  fecmt  to  have  been  very  concife.  By  another  ediC^i  he 
4ire£ked»  that  the  Ctmamm  fhould  be  reftored  to  the  ChriAiaaf. 

"f  Evfcb.  I.  Tii.  c.  30.  Laftantias  de  M.  P.  c.  6.  Hieronym. 
in  Chron*  p.  177.  Orofius»  1.  vii.  c.  13.  Their  language  is  in  ge- 
neral (b  ambiguous  and  incorrect,  that  we  are  at  a  loft  to  determine 
kow  far  Aurelian  had  carried  bis  intentions  before  he  was  aflaflinated. 
Mod  of  the  mo4erDs  (except  Dodwcll^  Diflertat*  Cyprian,  xi*  64.) 
have  feiaed  the  occaiion  of  gaining  a  few  extraordinary  martyrs* 

>*^  Paul  waa  better  pleafed  with  the  title  of  Dmtmnu^f  than  with 
^t  of  bifliop.  The  Ductnsriiu  was  an  Imperial  procurator,  fo  csHed 
from  his  falary  of  two  hundred  Stfitrtm,  or  1,600 1.  a  year,  (See  Sal- 
mafius  ad  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  1*4.)  Somecntics  fiippofe,  that.the^bifliop 
of  Antioch  had  equally  obuinrd  fucfa  an  office  from  Zenobia,  while 
others  confidar  it  only  aa  a  figurative  espreflioo  of  his  pomp  and  in? 
folence. 
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irequeat  contributions  from  the  moft.  opulent  >  of  chap. 
the  faithful^  and  converted  to  h»  own  life  a  con^ 
fidetable  part  of  the  public  revenue.  By  his 
pride  and  luxury,  the  Chriftian  religion  was  ren^ 
dered  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Gentiles^  His 
council  chamber  and  his  throne,  the  fplendout 
>^ith  which  he  appeared  in  public,  the  fuppUaot 
croud  who  folicited  his  attention,  the  multitude 
of  letters  and  petitions  to  which  he  diflatcd  his 
anfwers,  and  the  perpetual  huity  of  bufinefs  in 
which  he  was  involved^  were  circumftances  much 
better  fuited  to  the  ftate  of  a  civil  ms^rate'*% 
than  to  the  humility  of  a  primitive  bifhop.  When 
he  harangued  his  people  from  the  pulpit,  Paul 
affefted  the  figurative  ftyle  and  the  theatrical 
geflures  of  an  Afiatic  fophift,  while  the  cathedral 
refounded  with  the  loudeft  and  moft  extravagant 
acclamations  in  the  praife  of  his  divine  eloquence. 
Againft  thpfe  who  refifted  his  power,  or  refufed, 
to  flatter  his  vanity,  the  prelate  of  Annoch  was. 
arrogant,  rigid,  and  inexorable;  but  he  relaxed 
the  difcipline,  and  lavilhed  the  treafures,  of  the 
church  on  his  dependent  clergy,  who  were  per<p 
mitted  to  imitate  their  mailer  in  the  gratification 
of  every  fenfual  appetite.  For  Paul  indulged 
bimfelf  very  freely  in  the  pleafures  of  the  table, 
^nd  he  had  received  into  the  epifcopal  palace  two 

■*7  Simony  was  not  nnknown  in  thofc  timcf  ;  a«d  fhe  clergy  fome- 
times  bought  what  they  intemled  to  ftll.  It  appears  thttt  t4ie  biibopric 
of  Carthage  was  piirthafed  by  a  wealthy  matron,  named  Liicilla,  for 
her  fervant  Majorinus.  The  price  was  400  Met,  (Monuffienr* 
Antiq.  ad  calcem  Optasi,  p.  263.}  Every  ftllU  conuined  115  piecss 
of  diver,  and  the  wMeium  may  be  computed  at  about  s^ooh 
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young  and  ^eautiitil  women,  a»  the  conftant  com* 
panioas  of  bis  leifore  moments  *^. 
He  18  (ic-  'NotWithftanrfing  thefe  fcaadalons  tices,  if  Paul 
fv^tht  of  Samof«a  had  preferwd  the  purity  of  the 
feeof  Ap-  wfkio6ux  feitli,  his  reign  over  the  capital  of 
A.V.S70,  Syria  would  have  etidcd  only  wich  hiB  life;  and 
bad  a  feafonable  fkrfecution  imenrened,  an  effort 
of  courage  ttiigfat  perhaps  have  placed  him  in 
the  ratik  of  faints  and  martyrs.  Some  nice  and 
fiibtle  errors,  wiffch  he  imprudently  adopted  and 
obflinately  mainttfined,  coocermng  the  dodrine 
of  the  Trinity,  excited  Ae  zeal  and  hidignatTon 
of  the  eaftem  churcHfcs  '**.  From  Egypt  to  the 
Euxine  fea,  »the  bifttops  were  in  arms  and  in 
motion.  Several  'councils  were  held,  confuta- 
tions were  puWffhed,  excommunications  were 
pronounced,  ambiguous  explanations  were  by 
turns  accepted  and  refufed,  treaties  were  con- 
cluded and  violated,  and  at  length  !Paul  of 
Samofata  was  degraded  from  his  epifcopal  cha- 
raOer,  by  the  femcnce  of  fevcnty  or  eighty 
bifhops,  who  affembled  for  that  purpofe  at  An- 
fioch,  and  who,  without  confulting  the  rights  of 
the  clergy  or  people,  appointed  a  fucceflbr  by 
their  own  authority.  The  manifefl  irregularity 
of  this  proceedhrg  increafed  the  numbers  of  the 
difcontented  faftion;  and  as  Paul,  who  was  no 

»»«  If  we  are  ticfirous  of  extecuating  the  ▼!€€•  of  Paul,  we  muft 
fofpefl  the  aflembled  bifhopt  of  the  Eaft  of  publifhing  the  moft  mali* 
ciout  calumnies  in  circular  epil^ies  addrtlTed  to^U  ihe  churches  of  the 
empire  (ap.  Jiufeb.  I.  vii.  c.  30.). 

«»9  His  herefy  (like  thofe  of  Noctu*  and  Sahellius,  in  ll  c  fame  cen- 
tury) tended  to  confound  the  myfterioua  di^in^lton  of  the  divine  per- 
fons*    See  AX^/ibeim,  p.  7o»,  ice, 
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ftrasger  to  the  atts  of  courts,  hftd  hiiinuated  him-  chap. 
fclf  into  the  favour  of  Zenobia,  he  maintaiAed  ._>-^^ 
above  four  years  the  pofleflion  of  the  ^pifcopal 
houfe  and  ofHce.  The  vidory  of  Aurelian  changed 
the  fiicc  of  the  Eaft,  and  the  iwo  contendnig 
parties,  who  applied  to  each  other  the  fepithets 
of  fchifm  and  hercly,  were  either  commanded  at 
permitted  to  plead  their  ctoffe  before  the  tribtn^ 
of  the  conqueror.  This  public  and  very  fmgular 
trial  aflFords  a  convincing  -proof,  that  the  extft- 
ence,  the  property,  the  privileges;  and  the  inter- 
nal policy,  of  the  Chriftiang,  wefe  acknowledged, 
if  not  by  the  laws,  at  lead  by  the  magi  fir ates 
of  the  empire.  As  a  Pagan  and  as  a  foldier,  it 
could  fcarcely  be  expected  that  Aurelian  fhould 
enter  into  the  difcuffion,  whether  the  fentiments 
of  Paul  or  thbfe  of  his  adverfaries  were  moft 
agreeable  to  the  true  ftandard  of  the  orthodox 
faith.  His  determination,  however,  was  founded  The  fen. 
on  the  general  principles  of  equity  and  reafon.  txecutld 
He  confidered  the  bifhops  of  I^aly  as  the  moft  j^yAure- 
impartial  and  refpedable  judges  among  the  Chrift-  a.d.  174. 
ians,  and  af  foon  as  he  was  informed  that  they 
had  unanimoufly  approved  the  fentence  of  the 
council,  he  acquiefced  in  their  opinion,  and  im<> 
mediately  gave  orders  that  Paul  fhould  be  comt. 
pelled  to  relinquiih  the  temporal  poiTefiions  be^ 
longing  to  an  office,  of  which,  in  the  judgment 
of  his  brethren,  he  had  been  regularly  deprived. 
But  while  we  applaud  the  juflice,  we  fhould  not 
overlook  the  policy,  of  Aurelian ;  who  was  defi- 
rous  of  reftoring  and  cementing  the  dependence 
of  the  provinces  on  the  capital,  by  every  means 
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CHAP,   which  could  biad  the  inteveft  or  prejudices  d 
^^,^,^>  any  part  of  his  fubjeds  "'"'• 

^ro"  rit^  Amidft  the  frequent  revolutions  o£  the  empire^ 
of  the  the  Chriftians  ftiU  flouriihed  in  peace  and  pro- 
unde^Dio-  4^^^^»  and  notwithOanding  a  celebrated  ^raof 
dctian.  martyrs  has  been  deduced  from  the  accefliQii  of 
sg^ljoj.  Diocletian  "\  the  new  fyftem  of  policy  intro- 
duced and  maintaiqed  by  the  wiidom  of  that 
prince,  continued,  during  more  than  eighteen 
years,  to  breathe  the  mildeft  and  mod  liberal 
fpirit  of  religious  toleration.  The  mind  of  Dio? 
clecian  himfelf  was  lefs  adapted  indeed  to  fpe- 
culative  inquiries,  thsm  to  the  aflive  labours  of 
war  and  government.  His  prudence  rendered 
him  averfe  to  any  great  innovauon,  and  though 
his  temper  was  not  very  fufceptible  of  zeal  or 
enthufiafm,  he  always  maintained  an  habitual 
regard  for  the  ancient  deities  of  the  empire.  But 
the  leifure  of  the  two  emprefies,  of  bis  ^ik 
Prifca,  and  of  Valeria  his  daughter,  permitted 
them  to  liften  with  more  attention  and  refpe£t 
to  the  truths  of  Chriftianity,  which  in  every  age 
has  acknowledged  its  important  obligations  co 
female    devotion  **\       The    principal    eunuchs, 

ISO  Eiifeb.  Hift.  EccIeHalh  1.  vii.  c.  30.  We  are  entirely  indebted 
to  him  for  the  curious  ftory  of  Paul  of  Samofsta. 

■I I  The  J&n  of  Mkrtyrs,  which  is  ftill  in  ufe  among  the  <iei|>tt 
and  the  AbyfTioians,  niuft  be  reckoned  frotn  the  19th  of  Aoguft# 
Am  D.  284.  i  as  the  beginning  of  the  Egyptian  year  was  nineteen 
dfiys  earlier  than  the  rral  accefllion  of  Diocletian*  See  Dififtrtation 
Preliminaire  a  TArt  de  veii&cr  let  Dates. 

>3^  The  expreflfion  of  LaAaptius  (de  M.  P*  c.  15.)  **  facrificio 
**  pollui  coegit/'  implies  their  Mitecedent  conveifion  Co  the  faith  i 
tmt  does  not  feem  to  juftify  the  aflertion  of  Moflttim  (p,  91  a.),  that 
they  had  been  privately  baptiied, 
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Ludan  '**  and  DoiioUteus,   Goreonius  .  and  An-  chap. 

d/ew,   who  attended    the    perfon,    poflefled  the  .^_^J^. 

favour,  and  governed  the  houfehold,  of  jDiocle- 

tian,  .  protected  by  their  powerful  influeiice  the 

faith  which  they  had  embraced.     Their  example 

-was  imitated  by  many  of  the  mod  confiderable 

officers  of  the  palace,  who,    in  their  refpeclive 

ftatio|i8,  had  the  care  of  the  Imperial  ornaments, 

of  the  robes,  of  the  furniture,  of  the  jewels,  and 

even   of   the  private  treafury ;    and    though   it 

might  fometimes  be  incumbent  on  them  to  ac« 

OMUpany  the  emperor  when  he  facrificed  in  the 

temple  \**,  they  enjoyed,  with  their  wives,  their 

children,  and  their  flaves,  the  free  ezercife  of  the 

Chrifttan  religion.     Diocletian  and  his  colleaigues 

frequently  conferred  the  moil  important   offices 

on  tbofe  perfbas,  who  avowed  their  abhorrence 

for  the  worfhip  of  the  gods,  but  who  had  dxf« 

played  abilities  proper  for  the  fervice  of  the  flate. 

The  biihops  hdd  an  honourable  rank  in  their 

refpe£Hve  provinces,  and  were  treated  with  diC. 

tindliofi  and  refpeft,  not  only  by  the  people,  but 

by  the  magiftrates  themfelves.     Almofl:  in  every 

city,  the  ancient  churches  were  found  infufficient 

to  contain  the  increafing  multitude  of  profelytes ; 

and  in   their  place  more   flately  and   capacious 

edifices  were  erefled  for  the  public  worfliip  of 

the  faithful.   «  The  corruption  of  manners  and    " 

>3l  M.  de  Ttllemont  (Mcmoires  Ecclefiaftiqiics^  torn.  v.  part  i. 
p.  IX,  IS.)  has  quoted  from  the  Spicilegium  of  Dom.  Luc  d*Acheii, 
a  very  carioai  inftni£lion  which  bifhop  Tbeonas  compofcd  for  tiie  ufe 
pf  LiiciaA. 

>34  Laaantiut  de  M.  P.  c.  to. 
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CHAP,  prmciples,  fii  fol«cibly  lamented  by  EuTeblus  '*% 
.^yii'^r  may  be  confidercd,  not  ontf  as  a  ccmfequence, 
but  as  a  .  proof,  of  the  liberty  which  the 
Cbriftia;u  enjoyed  and  sA)ufed  uoder  the  reign 
df  Diocletisin,  Profpettly  ha4  relaxed  the  I 
nerves  of  dilcipllne.  Fraud,  envy,  and  malice,  I 
prevailed  in  every  congregation.  I'he  prel^ 
byters  afpired  to  the  epifcopal  office,  which  ' 
terery  day  became  an  objed  more  worthy  of 
their  ambitioik  The  bilbops,  who  contended 
with  *each  other  for  ecclefiafficai  pre-eminence^ 
appeared  by  their  conduct  to  claim  a  fecular  and 
tyrannical  power  in  the  oborch;  and  fhe  lively 
^ith  which  ftill  diftinguiibed  the  ChriftiaAS  from 
the  Gentiles,  was  ihewn  much  lefs  in  their  lives, 
than  in  then-  controvexfial  writings* 
Progrefsof  Notwichitanding  this  feeming  fecurity,  an  at* 
fuplr*"**  tentivc  obferver  might  difcern  fome  fymptoms 
ititioif  that  threatened  the  church  with  a  more  violent 
raigaus!^^  perfecution  than  any  which  &e  had  yet  endured* 
The  zeal  and  rapid  progrefe  of  the  GhriiUans 
awakened  the  Polytheifts  from  their  fupint  indif- 
ference  in  the  caufe  of  thofe  deities,  whom  cufiom 
and  education  had  taught  them  to  revere.  Tha 
mutual  provocations  of  a  religious  war,  which  had 
already  continued  above  two  hundred  ycars^ 
exafperated  the  animolity  of  the  contending  par* 
ties.  The  Pagans  were  incenfed  at  the  rafhnefs 
of  a  recent  and  obfcure  fe£l,  which  prefumed  to 

*35  Eufebius,  Hi(l.  Ecclefnft.  1.  viii.  c.  t.  The  reader  who  ron« 
fults  the  original,  will  not  accufe  me  of  heightening  the  piflorc* 
l^ufcbius  was  ab^ut  fixteen  years  of  age  at  the  acceflion  of  the  emperor 

Piocletiaot 
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accufe.  rheir  countrymen  of  error,  and  to  devote   ^  ha  p. 
their  anceftors  to  eternal  mifery.     The  habits  of  w-/-w 
juftifying    the    popular    mythology    againft    the 
inveSives  of  an  implacable  encjny,  produced  in 
their   minds  fome  fentiments  of  faith  aiMl  reve- 
rence for  a  fvftem  which  they  hsjd  been  accuf- 
tomed   to  confider  with  the  moft  carelefs  levity^ 
The  fupernatural  powers  affumcd  by  the;  church 
infpired  at  the  fame  time  terror  and  emulation.. 
The    followers    of    the    eftablifhed   religion    in- 
trenched themfelves  behind  a  fimilar  fortiiicatiott 
of  prodigies  ;   invented   new   modes  of  facriiice, 
of  expiation,  and  of   inUiatipn  '^*  j  attempted  ta 
revive  (he  credit  of  their  expiring  oracles  **^ ;  ahd 
liftened  with  eager  credulity  to   every  impoftor, 
who  flattered  their  prejudices  by  a  tale  of  won*, 
ders  '^*.      Both    parties  feemed  to  acknowledge 
the  truth  of  thofe  miracles  which  wete  claimed 
by  their  adverfaries ;  and  while  they  were  con-. 

«!''»  We  mi^lit  qnote^  among  a  great  number  of  inftancea,  the 
inyderious  woribip  of  Mythras>  and  the  Taurobolta;  the  latter  of 
^htch  became  fafhionable  in  the  time  of  the  Antonines  (fee  a  Diflena-^ 
Hon  6f  M.  db  Boze,  in  the  Memoii^s  cie  PAcademiedes  InfcriptionSf 
tom*  ti.  pt  443«  }•  '^^^  romance  of  A  pufeius  is  as  full  of  derotion  at 
of  fatire. 

«17  The  tmt)oftor  Alexunder  vei  y  ftrongly  recommended  the  oracle 
of  Trofihoniusat  Mailos,  and  thofe  of  Apollo,  at  C1aro«  and  Miletot' 
(XocYin,  torn.  il.  p.  «36.  Edit.  Reitz).  The  laft.of  thefe,  whofe  fin- 
gular  hiftory  Would  furnifh  a  very  ciiiious  epifode,  was  confulted  bf' 
Diocletian  before  he  poblilhed  his  edi5^s  of  perfecution  (La£lantiui» 

dtM.  P.  c.  11.). 

«*»  Btfidca  the  ancient  ftories  of  ?ythagora«  and  Arifteat,  tbecuiYt 
fftrfbrnntd  at  the  fhrine  of  Afculaptus^  and  the  fables  related  of  Apol— 
]*mti«  of  .Tyaiia,  were  frequently  oppofed  to  the  iiiiraclea  of  Ghrtft  f ' 
fHoUj^hl  agree  witt>  Dr.  Larditer  (fee  Tefttmoniet,  n)l.  lii.  p.  «53-' 
35«.),  tHat  when  PHiloilrtiwa  compofed  tlw  life  cf  ApblloDiofy  he- 
had  no  fuch  intention.  "^ 
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CHAP,  tented  with  afcribing  them  to  the  arts  of  magic, 
and  to  the  power  of  daemons,  they  mutually 
concurred  in  refloring  and  fcftabnihing  the  reign 
of  fuperftition  *••.  Phibfophy,  her  moft  dan- 
gerous enemy,  was  now  converted  into  her  moft 
ufeful  ally.  The  groves  of  the  academy,  the 
gardens  of  Epicurus,  and  even  the  portico  of  the 
Stoics,  were  almoft  deferted,  as  fo  many  differ- 
ent fchools  of  fcepticifm  or  impiety '♦^^ :  and 
many  among  the  Romans  were  delirous  that  the 
writings  of  Cicero  (hould  be  condemned  and 
fuppreffed  by  the  authority  of  the  fcnatc***. 
The  prevailing  fe£k  of  the  new  Platom'dans 
judgpd  it  prudent  to  connefl  themfelves  with  the 
priefts,  whom  perhaps  they  defpifed,  againft  the 
Chriftians,  whom  they  had  reafon  to  fear.  Thefe 
fafliionable  philofophers  profecoted  the  defign  o£ 
extrading  allegorical  wifdom  from  the  fictions  of 
the  Greek  poets;  inftituted  myfterious  rites  of 

»9  It  18  ieriouily  to  be  lamented,  that  theChrifttan  fatbcrt,  byac 
koowledging  the  fupernaturals  or*  at  they  deem  it,  the  infernal  part  of 
Paganirm,  dertroy  with  their  own  bands  the  great  advantaige  whicb  we 
tpight  otherwife  derive  from  the  libei-al  conceilions  of  our  advcr* 
iaries. 

<4o  Julian  (p.  301,  Edit,  Spanheim)  expre^Tet  a  pious  joy,  that  the 
providepce  of  the  gods  had  extinguilhed  the  impious  (cfts«  and  for  the 
looft  part  deftroyed  the  books  of  the  Pyrrhoniana  and  Epicureans* 
which  had  been  very  numerous,  iince  Epicurus  bimlelf  composed  no 
kfs  than  |oo  volumes.    See  Diogenes  Laectius,  I.  x.  e.  a6*   • 

*4i  Cumqne  alios  audiam  muiliure  indignanter,  et  dicere  oppotteiv^ 
ftatni  per  Senatum,  aboleancur  ut  brc  fcripta,  quibus  Choftiana 
Seligio  comprobetttr,  ct  vctuftatis  opprimatur  auaoritas.  Afnobiua 
adTerfas  Gentes,  1.  iii.  p,  los,  104.  He  adds  very  properly,  Erroria 
coavincite  Ciceroocm  .  •  •  nam  interctpere  fcripta,  et  publtcatam  vellt 
robmenf  ere  leaioocm,  noa  ra  JDeum  defcndare  M  veriatit  isfttiica*. 
tionem  timere. 
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devotion  for  the  ufe  of  their  chofen  difciples ;  chap* 
recommended  the  worfliip  of  the  ancient  gods  as  _,-,A__r 
the  emblems  or  minifters  of  the  Supreme  Deity, 
and  compofed  againft  the  faith  of  the  gofpei  many 
elaborate  treatifes  '*%  which  have  fince  been  com- 
mitted to  the  flames  by  the  prudence  of  orthodox 
emperors  '*'• 

Akhough    the  policy  of   Diocletian  and  the  J^Jq™}*" 
humanity  of  Conftantius  inclined  them  to  preferve  nus  puoiih 
inviolate  the  maxims  of  toleration,   it  was  loon  chriftwn 
difcovered    that   their  two  affbciates,    Maximian  Soldiers, 
and   Galerius,    entertained  the   moft    implacable 
averfion  for  the  name  and  religion  of  the  Chrifl« 
ians.      The   minds   of  thofe  princes  had  never 
been    enlightened    by    fcience;     education    had 
never  foftencd  their  temper.      They  )owed  their 
greatnefs  to  their  fwords,  and  in  their  moft  ele- 
vated fortune  they  ftill  retained  their  fuperftitious 
prejudices  of  foldiers  and  peafants.     In  the  gene- 
ral adminiftration  of  the  provinces  they  obeyed 
the  laws  which  their  benefador  had  eftablifhed ; 
but  they  frequently  found  occafions  of  exercifing 
within  their  camp  and  palaces  a  fecret  perfecu- 
tion'**,    for   which   the  imprudent  zeal   of   the 

Chriftians 


■4*  L&5lintiuf  (Dmn.  Inftitnt.  I.  v.  c.  »,  3.)  gitesa  very  dear  and 
l)>irited  account  oJF  two  of  thefe  philofopluc  aJverfaries  of  the  faitlu 
The  large  treatife  of  Porphyry  againft  the  Chriftians  confifted  of  thirty 
books,  and  waa  compoied  in  Sicily  about  the  year  270. 

HI  See  Socrates,  Uift,  £cc]efiaft.  i.  i.  c.  9.  and  Codex  Juftiniao. 
1.  i.  tit.  i.  1.  3. 

144  Eufcbius,  1.  viii.  e,  4.  $.  17  •  He  iimits  the  number  of  military 
martyrs,  by  a  reinarkabte  expreflion  (citwMi  tm/t^v  a^  wt  km 
ifVTi^;},  of  which  neither  his  Latin  nor  French  q^nftator  have  ren* 
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CHAP.  Chriftians  fometimes  offered  the  moft  fpectous 
^Jl^  pretences.  A  fentence  of  death  wa$  executed 
upon  Maximillanus,  an  African  youth,  who  had 
been  produced  by  his  own  iatber  before  the  magi- 
ilrate  as  a  fufEcient  and  legal  recruit,  but  who 
obilinately  perfifted  in  declaiing,  that  his  confci- 
ence  would  not  permit  him  to  embrace  the  pro- 
feflioh  of  a  foldier  '*'.  It  could  fcarcely  be 
expefted  that  any  government  fhould  fuffer  the 
adion  of  Marcellus  the  Centurion  to  pals  with 
impunity.  On  the  day  of  a  public  feftival,  that 
officer  threw  away  his  belt,  his  arms,  and  the 
enfigns  of  his  office,  and  exclaimed  with  a  loud 
voice,  that  he  would  obey  none  but  Jefus  Chrift 
the  eternal  King,  and  that  he  renounced  for  ever 
the  ufe  of  carnal  weapons,  and  the  fervice  of  an 
idolatrous  mafter.  The  foldiers,  as  foon  as  they 
lecovered  from  their  aftonifliment,  fecured  the 
perfon  of  Marcellus.  He  was  examined  in  the 
city  of  Tingi  by  the  prefident  of  that  part  of 
Mauritania ;  and  as  he  was  convicted  by  his  own 
confeffion,  he  was  condemned  and  beheaded  for 

dtnd  the  energy.  Notwtthftanding  the  authority  of  Eofebios,  uJ 
'  ihe  iilence  of  LaAantJus,  AinbroiV,  Sulpictut,  Oiofiu$»  &c.  it  has 
bcfn  Ipng  believed,  that  the  Tbehaein  legion,  confifting  of  6000 
Chriftians,  fufrere<i  martyrdom,  by  the  order  of  Maximiao,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Penine  Alps.  '1  he  flory  was  firft  publifhed  about  the 
middle  of  the  vth  century,  by  Eucherius,  bifliop  of  Lyons,  who  re- 
ceived it  from  certain  perfontt  who  received  it  from  li'anc,  biibop  of 
Ccneva,  who  is  faid  to  have  received  it  from  Thtt>dore  biihop  of  Uflo- 
durum.  The  abbey  of  St.  Maurice  dill  fubfifti,  a  rich  monument  of 
tlic  credulity  of  Sigifmond,  king  of  Burgundy.  See  an  excellent  Dif- 
fcrtation  in  the  xxxvith  volume  of  the  fiiblloth^quc  Raifonn^,  p.  417 

'4$  $ee  the  A£la  Sincera,  p«  299.    The  •ccounts  of  his  martyr- 
dcip,  and  of  that  ctf  Marcellus^  bear  ejrery  m>t)L  of  truth  and  jiotben- 
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the  crime  of  defertion  '**.  Examples  of  fuch  i  ^  x^  ^' 
nature  favour  much  lefs  of  religious  perfecution  v-.*v-i^ 
than  of  martial  or  even  civil  law  :  but  they  ferved 
to  alienate  the  mind  of  the  emperors,  to  juftify 
the  feverity  of  Galerius,  who  difmiffed  a  great 
number  of  Chriftian  officers  from  their  employ- 
ments i  and  to  authorize  the  opinion,  that  a  fe£l: 
oiF  enthufiaftsj  which  avowed  principles  fo  repug- 
nant to  the  public  fafety,  mud  either  remain 
ufelefs,  or  would  foon  become  dangerous^  fubje£t^ 
of  the  empire. 

After  the  fuccefs  of  the  Perfian  war  had  raifed  Gaicriat 
the   hopes  and  the  reputation  of  Galerius,    h^^^oTJdctUn'* 
pafTed  a  winter  with  Oiocletian  in  the  palace  of  {'to  begin  a 
Nicomedia;  and  the  fate  of  Chriftianity  became  *  pcrfccu- 
the    objeft  of  their  fecret  confultations  **'.     The  ^»*'°* 
experienced  emperor  was  (till  inclined  to  purfue 
meafures  of  lenity;  and  though  he  readily  con-, 
fented  to  exclude  the  Chriftians  from  holding  any 
employments  in  the  houfehold  or  the  army,  he 
urged  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  the  danger  as  well  ais 
cruelty  of  (bedding  the  blood  of  thofe  deluded 
fanaucs.     Galerius   at  length  extorted  from  him 
the   permiflion   of  fummoning  a  council,   com- 
pofed  of  a  few  perfons  the  mod  diftinguiflied  in 
the  civil  and  military  departments  of  the  ftate. 
The    important   quellion   was  agitated    in    theif 
prefence,    and    thofe    ambitious .  courtiers   eafily 

'**  Afta  Sinccra,  p.  302. 

147  Dc  M.  P.  c.  II.  Laftantius  (or  whoever  was  the  author^  of 
this  little  treatife]  was,  at  that  time,  an  inhabitant  of  Nicomedia ;  but 
it  feems  difficult  to  conceive  how  he  could  acquire  fo  accurate  a  know- 
ledge of  what  pafled  in  the  Imperial  cabinet. 

Vol.  IL  H  h  difcemed. 
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dtfcerfted,   that  it  was  incumbent   on   them   to 
fecond,  by  their  eloquence,  the  importunate  vio- 
lence of  the  Caefar.     It  may  be  prefunjed,   that 
they  infilled  on  every  topic  which  might  intereft 
the  pride,  the  piety,  or  the  fears,  of  their  fove- 
relgn  in  the  deftruftion  of  Chriftianity.     Perhaps 
they  reprefented,   that  the  glorious  work  of  the 
deliverance  of  the  empire  was  left  imperfect,  as 
long  as  an  independent  people  was  permitted  to 
fubfift  and  multiply  in  the  heart  of  the  provinces. 
The  Chriftians   (it  might  fpecioufly  be  alleged), 
^Tfenouncing  the  gods  and  the  inftitutions  of  Rome, 
Q|[d  conftituted  a  diftind  republic,  which   might 
yet  be    fuppreffed    before  it  had    acquired    any 
military  force ;  but  which  was  already  governed 
by  its  own  taws  and  magiftrates,  was  poffelTed  of 
a  public  treafure,  and  was  intimately  connefted 
in  all  its  parts,  by  the  frequent  affembHes  of  the 
biihops,    to  whofe  decrees    their  numerous   and 
opulent    congregations    yielded  an   implicit   obe- 
dience.     Arguments    like    thefe    may    feem    to 
have  determined  the  reluftant  mind  of  Diocletian 
to  embrace  a  new  fyftem  of  perfecution :   but 
tliough  we  may  fufpefl,  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
relate,  the  fecret  intrigues  of  the  palace,  the  private 
views    and  refentments,    the  jealoufy  of  women 
or   eunuchs,    and  all  thofe  trifling  but  decifive 
caufes  which  fo  often  influence  the  fate  of  empires, 
and  the  counfelsof  the  wifeft  monarchs  '^'. 

M-»  The  only  ciiciimftance  which  we  can  difcorer,  it  the  devotion 
and  jealoufy  of  the  mother  of  Galeriuf.  She  is  defcribed  by  La^an* 
tlus,  as  Deorum  montium  cultrix  ;  mulier  admodum  fuperftitioia. 
Shn  had  a  great  influence  over  her  Ton^  and  was  offended  by  the  dilie. 
gard  of  fome  of  her  Chriftias  fervants* 
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The  pleafare  of  the  emperors  was  at  length  ^  ^^  p* 
fignified  to  the  Chriftians,  who,  during  the  courfe  v— /-^ 
of  this  melancholy   winter,   had   expefted,    with  f/^'jj^^'"'"* 
anxiety,  the  refult  of  fo  many  fecret  confalta-  church  of 
tions.      The    twenty-third    of    February,    which  jia.*^*" 
coincided  with   the  Roman  feftival  of  the  Ter-  '^P*??*' 
minalia  "*%    was  appointed    (whether  from    acci- 
dent or  dfefign)  to  fet  bounds  to  the  progrefs  o( 
Chriftianity.      At' the  earlieft  dawn  of  day,   the 
Praetorian    prasfeft  "**,    accompanied    by    feveral 
generals,   tribunes,   and  officers  of  the   revende, 
repaired  to  the   principal   church  of  Nicomedia, 
which  was  fituated  on  an  eminence  in  the  moft 
populous  and   beautiful   part   of  the  city.      The 
doors   were  inftantly  broke   open ;    they  ruflied 
into  the  fanduary ;  and  as  they  fear<^hed  in  vaia 
for  fome  vifible    objeft   of  worfliip,    they  were 
obliged  to   content   themfelves  with    committing 
to  the  flames  the  volumes  of  holy  fcripture.     The 
mmifters  of-  Diocletian  were  followed  by  a  nu« 
merous  body  of  guards  and  pioneers,  who  marched 
in  order  of  battle,    and  were  provided  with  all 
the  inftruments  ufed  in  the  deftruftion  of  forti- 
fied  cities.      By  their  inceflant  labour,  a  facred 
edifice,  which  towered  above  the  Imperial  palace^ 
and  had  long  excited  the  indignation  and  envy 

149  The  worihip  tnd  feftival  of  the  God  Terminus  arc  elegantlf 
illuftrated  by  M.  dc  Boze,  Mem,  de  TAcademie  des  Infciiptions^ 
torn.  i.  p.  50. 

>5o  In  our  only  MS.  of  Laflantius,  we  r^^AprtfeSus ;  bat  reafon, 
and  the  authority  of  all  the  critics*  allow  us»  inftead  of  that  wordj 
which  deftroys  the  feDfe  of  the  paflage,  to  fubftitute  fr^feBiu. 
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of  the  Gentiles,  was  in  a  few  hours  levelled  with 
the  ground '". 

The  firft  The  next  day  the  general  edift  of  perfecution 
a^*tnft  the  ^^^  publiflied  '** ;  and  though  Diocletian,  ftiU 
Chriiiians.  averfe  to  the  efFufion  of  blood,  had  moderated 
Ftbruary,  ^^^  ^^^Y  ^^  Galerius,  who  propofed,  that  every 
one  refufing  to  offer  facrifice,  fhould  immediately 
be  burnt  alive,  the  penalties  inSided  on  the 
obftinacy  of  the  Chriftians  might  be  deemed 
fufficiently  rigorous  and  effedual.  It  was  enaded, 
that  their  churches,  in  air  the  provinces  of  the 
empire,  Ihould  be  demolifhed  to  their  founda- 
tions ;  and  the  punifliment  of  death  was  denounced  . 
againft  all  who  fliould  prefume  to  hold  any  fecret 
affemblies  for  the  purpofe  of  religious  worfhip. 
The  philofophers,  who  now  aflumed  the  unwor- 
thy office  of  direfting  the  blind  zeal  of  perfecu-^ 
t!6n,  had  diligently  (tudied  the  nature  and  genius 
of  the  Chriftian  religion ;  and  as  they  were  not 
Ignorant  that  the  fpeculative  dodlrines  of  the 
faith  were  fuppofed  to  be  contained  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  p/ophets,  of  the  evangelifts,  and  of* 
th6  apoflles,  they  moft  probably  fuggefted  the 
order,  that  the  bilhops  and  prefbyters  ihould 
deliver  ^11  their  facred  books  into  the  hands  of 
the  magiftrates;  who  were  commanded,  under 
the  fevered  penalties,  to  burn  them  ill  a  public! 

«5t  Laflantius   de  M.  P.  c.  it.  gives  a  very  lively  piflurc  of  the 
deftrualon  of  ihc  church. 

■5*  Mofhcim  [\i,  922—916.),  from  many  fcaitered  paflTages  of  Lac- 
'  tantius  and  ExiftbiuB,  has  colltfttd  a  very  jult  and  accurate  notion  gf 
this  cdift  J    though  he  fometimei  deviate*  into  conjtfturc  and  «■« 
finttiient* 

and 
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and  folemn  manner.  By  the  fame  edifl:,  the  ^  ^^^  ^• 
property  of  the  church  was  at  once  confifcated  j 
and  the  feveral  parts  of  which  it  might  confift, 
werje  either  fold,  to  the  higheft  bidder,  united  to 
the  Imperial  domain,  bellowed  on  the  cities  and 
corporations,  or  granted  to  the  folicitations  of 
rapajcious  courtiers.  After  taking  fuch  effeftual 
meafures  to  abolifh  the  worfliip,  and  to  diflblve 
the  government,  of  the  Chriftians,  it  was  thought 
neccffary  to  fubjeft  to  the  mod  intolerable  hard. 
Ihips  the  condition  of  thofe  perverfe  individuals 
who  (hould  ftill  rejeft  the  religion  of  Nature,  of 
Rome,  and  of  their  anceftors.  Perfons  of  a  liberal 
birth  were  declared  incapable  of  holding  any 
honours  or  employments;  flaves  were  for  ev^r 
deprived  of  the  hopes  of  freedom,  and  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  were  put  out  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law.  The  judges  were  authorized  to 
hear  and  to  determine  every  aftion  that  was 
brought  againft  a  Chriftian.  But  the  Chriftians 
were  not  permitted  to  complain  of  any  injury 
)vhich  they  themfelves  had  fuflfered;  and  thus 
thofe  unfortunate  fedlaries  were  expofed  to  the 
feverity,  while  they  were  excluded  from  the 
benefits,  of  public  juftice.  This  new  fpecies  of 
martyrdom^  fo  painful  ^and  lingering,  fo  obfcqre 
<ind  ignominious,  was,  perhaps,  the  moft  proper 
to  weary  the  conftancy  of  the  faithful :  nor  can 
It  be  doubted  that  the  paffions  and  intereft  of 
mankind  were  difpofed  on  this  occafion  to  fecond 
ihe  defigns  of  the  emperors.  But  the  policy  of  i 
yell-prdered  government  mull  fometimes  have 
Ji  h  3  int^r* 
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CHAP,   intcrpofed  in  behalf  of  the  oppreffed  Chriftians  ; 

\y0>^^^f  nor  was  it  poflible  for  the  Roman  princes  entirely 

to  remove  the  apprehenfion  of  punifliment,  or  to 

connive  at  every  adl  of  fraud  and  violence,  without 

expofmg  their  own  authority  and  the  reft  of  their 

fubjeds  to  the  moft  alarming  dangers  '"• 

Zetl  and         This  edid  was  fcarcely  exhibited  to  the  public 

puHiih-       view,   in  the  moft   confpicuous   place  of  Nico* 

Chriftian.    media,  before  it  was  torn  down  by  the  hands  of 

a  Chriftian,  who  expreffed,  at  the  fame  time,  by 

the  bittereft  inve£tives,   his  contempt  as  well  as' 

abhorrence  for  fuch   impious  and  tyrannical  go* 

vernor-s.      His  offence,   according  to  the  mildeft 

laws,  amounted  to  treafon,   and  deferved  death. 

And  if  it  be  true  that  he  was  a  perfon  of  rank 

and  education,    thofe   circumftances   could   ferve 

only  to  aggravate  his  guilt.     He  was  burnt,   or 

rather  roafted,   by  a  flow  fire ;   and   his  execu-p 

tioners,    zealous   to   revenge   the   perfonal   infult 

which  had  been  offered  to  tlie  emperors,  exhaufted 

every  refinement  of  cruelty,    without  being  able 

to  fubdue  his  patience,  or  to  alter  the  fteady  and 

infulting  fmile  which  in  his  dying  agonies  he  ftill 

preferved   in  his   countenance.      The   Chriftians, 

though  they  confeffed  that  his  conduft  had  not 

been  ftridly  conformable  to  the  laws  of  prudence, 

admired  the  divine  fervour  of  his  zeal ;  and  the 

exceffive    commmendations    which    they   laviflied 

on  the  memory  of  their  hero  and  martyr,  con- 

"51  Many  ages  afterwards,  Edward  I.  praftifed,  wilh  great  AicceTSj 
,    the  fame  mode  of  peiTecutton  againft  the  clergy  of  Englao<|*     See 
Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  li,  p.  300,  latt  ^.to  edition. 
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tributed  to  fix  a  deep  impreflion  of  terror  and  ^  ha  ?• 
hatred  in  the  mind  of  Diocletian  '**.  y-v-w 

His  fears  were  foon  alarmed  by  the  view  of  a  Fire  of  the 
danger  from  which   he   very  narrowly   efcaped,  ^i^omedia 
Within    fifteen  days    the  palace  of   Nicomedia,  imputed  to 
and  evea  the  bedchamber   of  Diocletian,    were  [ans. 
twice  in   flames ;    and   though  both   times  they 
were  extinguiflied  without  any  material  damage^ 
the  fingular  repetition  of  the  fire  was  juftly  con* 
fidered  as  an  evident  proof  that  it  had  not  been 
the  eflfefl   of    chance  or  negligence.      The  fuf- 
picion  naturally  fell  on  the   Chriftians;.  and  it 
was  fuggefted,   with  fojne  degree  of  probability, 
that   thofe  defperate  fanatics,  provoked  by  their 
prefent  fufferings,  and  apprehenfive  of  impending 
calamities,    had   entered    into  a  confpiracy   with 
their  faithful  brethren,   the  eunuchs  of  the  palace» 
againft.  the  lives   of  two  emperors,   whom  they 
<ietefl:ed    as    the   irreconcileable   enemies    of  the 
church   6f  Gcd.      Jealoufy  and  ref(fntment  pre- 
vailed in  every  bread,   but  efpecially  in  that  of 
Diocletian.     A  great  number  of  perfons,  diftin- 
guifhed  either  by  the  offices  which  they  had  filled, 
or  by  the  favour  which  they  had  enjoyed,  were 
thrown  into  prifon.     Every  mode  of  torture  was 
put   in  pradice,   and  the  court,   as  well  as  city, 
was    polluted  with    many    bloody  executions*". 

But, 

'K  LiftantiHS  only  calls  him 'qvidam,  etfi  non  reftc,  magno  tamen 
antmo,  &c.  c.  ii.  Eufebius  (I.  vtii.  c.  5.)  adorns  him  with  iecuUr 
honours.  Neither  have  condefcended  to  mention  his  name  ;  but  the 
Greeks  celebrate  his  memory  under  that  of  John*  See  Tillemont^ 
Memoires  Kccleiiaftiques,  torn.  ▼•  part  ii.  p.  320. 

iSf  La6lantius  de  M.  P.  c.  1 3, 14*     Potentiflimi  quondam  Eunuchi 

liecaii,  per  ^uos  Palativini  et  ipfe  condabat,    Eufebius  (i*  viii*  c-  ^•) 
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^  ^-^  ^-    But  as   it  was  found    impoffible  to  extort  any 
yi^w-w   difcovery  of  this  myfterious  tranfaftion,  it  feems 
incumbent  on  us  either  to  prefume  the  innocence, 
or  to  admire  the  refolution,  of  the  fuSerers.     A 
few  days  afterwards  Galerius  haftily  withdrew  him- 
felf  from  Nicomedia,  declaring,  that  if  he  delayed 
his  departure  from  that  devoted  palace,  he  fliould 
fall  a  facrifice    to   the    rage   of   the    Chriftians. 
The  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians,    from  whom  alone 
we  derive  a  partial  and  imperfed  knowledge  of 
this  perfecution,  are  at  a  lofs   how  to  account 
for  the  fears  and  dangers  of  the  emperors.     Two 
of  thefe  writers,  a  Prince  and  a  Rhetorician,  were 
eye-witnefTes  of  the  fire  of  Nicomedia,     The  one 
afcribes  it  to  lightning,  and  the  divine  wrath  ;  the 
other  affirms,  that  it  was  kindled  by  the  malice  of 
Galerius  himfclf  "^ 
Execution        As  the  edi£t  againd  the  Chriftians  was  defigned 
edi6U   ^     for  a  general  law  of  the  whole  empire,  and  as 
Diocletian  and  Galerius,  though  they  might  not 
wait  for  the  confent,  were  affured  of  the  concur- 
rence,  of  the  weftern  princes,   it  would  appear 
more  confonant  to  our  ideas  of  policy,  that  the 
governors    of    all    the    provinces    fhould    have 
received  fecret  inftrudions  to  publifh,  on  one  and 
the  fame  day,  this  declaration  of  war  within  their 
refpedlive   departments.      It  was  at   leaft  to  be 

mentions  the  cruel  extortiops  of  the  eunuchs,  Gorgoniut  and  Doro- 
theus,  and  of  Anthiiniui,  btfliopof  Nicomedia  j  and  both  thofe  writers 
defcribe,  in  a  vague  but  tragical  oianncr,  the  horrid  fcencs  which  were 
afled  even  in  the  Imperial  prefence. 

■56  Sec  LaAantius,  Eufebius,  and  Conftantine,  ad  Coetum  Saoc- 
toruin,  c.  15.     Eufcbius  confcITcs  bis  ignorance  of  the  caafe  of  the 

expelled, 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  473 

fsxpefted,   that    the    convenience   of    the    public   ^  "  ^  ^' 
highways  and  eflabliflied  pods  would  have  enabled 
the   emperors    to   tranfmit  their   orders  with   the 
utmoft  difpatch  from  the  palace  of  Nicomedia  to 
the    extremities  of  the  Roman  world ;    and  that 
they  would  not  have  fuflTered  fifty  days  to  elapfe, 
before  the  edift  was  publifhed  m  Syria,  and  near 
four  months  before  it  was  fignified  to  the  cities 
of  Africa'",      This   delay    may  perhaps  be  im- 
puted to  the  cautious  temper  of  Diocletian,  who 
had  yielded  a  reluftant  confent  to  the  meafutes 
of  perfecution,   and  who  was  defirous  of  trying 
the    experiment  under  his   more   immediate   eye, 
before  he  gave  way  to  the  diforders  and  difcon- 
tent    which   it    muft    inevitably  occafion    in   the 
diftant   provinces.      At   firft,  indeed,   the  magif- 
trates  were  reftrained  from  the  efFufion  of  blood ; 
but  the  ufe  of  every  other  feverity  was  permitted, 
and  even  recommended  to  their  zeal ;  nor  could 
the    Chriftians,   though    they   cheerfully  refigned 
the  ornaments  of  their  churches,  refolve  to  inter- 
rupt their  religious  aflemblies,  or  to  deliver  their 
facred  books  to  the  flames.     The  pious  obftinacy 
of  Felix,    an  African  bifhop,    appears    to    have 
embarrafled  the  fubordinate  minifters  of  the  go- 
vernment.     The  curator  of  his  city  fent  him  in 
chains   to   the  proconful.     The   proconful   tranf- 
mitted   him   to   the   Praetorian  prasfeft  of  Italy; 
and  Felix,  who  difdained  even  to  give  an  evafive 
anfwer,  was  at  length  beheaded   at  Venufia,    in 
Lucania,  a  place  on  which  the  birth  of  Horace 

!f7  Tjlleiront,  Meinoircs  Ecclcfialt.  torn.  v.  part  i.  p.  43* 

has 
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^"^P*   has  conferred  fame '*'•     This  precedent,  and  per* 
Vi-^w^>  haps  fome  Imperial   refcript,    which   was    iflued 
in  confequence  of  it,  appeared  to  authorize  the 
governors  of  provinces,  in  puni(hing  with  death 
the  refufai  of  the  Chridians  to  deliver  up  their 
iacred   books.      There   were   undoubtedly   many 
perfons   who   embraced  this  opportunity    of  ob- 
taining   the    crown    of   martyrdom ;    but    there 
were  likewife  too  many  who  purchafed  an  igno- 
minious   life,    by  difcovering  ,  and   betraying    the 
holy  fcripture  into  the  hands  of  infidels.     A  great 
number  even  of  bidiops  and  prefbyters  acquired, 
by   this    criminal    compliance,    the    opprobrious 
epithet  of  Traditors ;  and  their  offence  was  pro- 
dudive  of  much  prefent  fcandal,   and   of  much 
future  difcord,  in  the  African  church  '^^ 
j>ciK>ii-     ^    The   copies,    as  well  as  the  verfions  of  fcrip- 
^uKbel^*  ture,   were   already  fo  muftiplied  in  the  empire, 
that  the  mod  fevere  inquifition  could  no  lounger 
be  attended   with    any  fatal   confequences ;    and 
even   the  facrifice  of  thofe  volumes,    which,  in 
every  congregation,   were    preferved    for    public 
life,  required  the  confent  of  fome  treacherous  and 
unworthy  Chriftians.     But  the  ruin  of  the  churches 
was  eafily  effeded  by  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment,  and   by  the   labour  of   the    Pagans.      In 
fome   provinces,  however,    the    magiftrates    con- 
tented themfelves  with  fhutting  up  the  places  of 

's8  s«c  the  Afla  Siticcra  of  Ruinart,  p.  353$  thofe  of  Foelix  of 
Thibara,  or  Tibiur,  appear  much  lefs  coiTU|ited  than  in  th another  edi- 
tions, which  afford  a  lively  fpecinien  of  legendary  licence. 

«59  Sec  the  firft  hook  of  Optatut  of  Milevis  agninft  the  Donatifts- 
at  Paiisy  1700.  Kdit.  Duptn.    He  lived  under  the  reign  of  Valens. 
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religious  worfliip.    In  others,  they  more  literally  chap. 
complied  with  the  terms  of  the  edi£l ;  and  after  ^^-p-w*^ 
taking   away    the   doors,  the  benches,  and  the 
pulpit,  which  they  burnt,  as  it  were  in  a  funeral 
pile,    they  completely  demoliihed  the  remainder 
of  the  edifice '*\     It  is  perhaps  to   this   melan* 
choly  occafion,    that    we    ihould    apply  a  very 
remarkable  ftory,  which  is  related  with  fo  many 
circumftances   of  variety  and  improbability,  that 
it  ferves  rather  to  excite  than  to  fatisfy  our  curi- 
ofity.      In  a  fmall  town  in  Phrygia,    of  whofe 
name  as  well  as  fituation  we  are  left  ignorant,  it 
ihould  feem,  that  the  magifl rates  and   the  body 
of  the  people  had 'embraced  the  Chriftian  faith ; 
and  as  fome  refinance  might  be  apprehended  to 
the  execution  of  the  edift,  the  governor  of  the 
province  .was  fupported  by  a  numerous  detach- 
ment of  legionaries.      On    their    approach    the 
citizens  threw  thcmfelves  into  the  church,  with, 
the  refolution  either  of  defending  by  arms  that 
facred  edifice,  or  of  perifliing  in  its  ruins. ,  They 
indignantly  rejefted   the   notice    and    permiflion 
which  was  given  to  them,  to  retire,  till  the  foldiers, 
provoked  by  their  obftinate  refufal,  fet  fire  to  the 
building  on  all  fides,  and  confumed,  by^his  ex- 

160  Xhe  ancient  monuments,  publiftied  at  the  end  of  Optatus, 
p,  x6i|  &c.  dcfcribe,  in  a  very  circumOantial  manner,  the  proceedings 
of  the  governors  in  the  deftru^ion  of  churches.  They  made  a  mi- 
nute inventory  of  the  plate^  &c.  which  thty  found  in  them.  That  of 
the  church  of  Cirta,  in  Numidia,  it  Aill  extant.  It  conHfted  of  two 
phaltces  of  gold,  and  fix  of  filver ;  fjx  urns,  one  kettle,  feven  lamps, 
all  likewife  of  filver  5  befidcs  a  large  quantity  of  brafs  utenfils,  and 
wearing  appare). 

traordinary 
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CHAP,  traordinary  kind  of  martyrdom,  a  great  number 
^^.--v-^   of  Phrygians,  with  their  wives  and  children  '*'. 
Suifc-  Some    flight    difturbances,    though   they  were 

Suds.  fuppreffed  almoft  as  foon  as  excited,  in  Syria 
and  the  frontiers  of  Armenia,  afforded  the  ene- 
mies of  the  church  a  very  plaufible  occafion  to 
infinuate,  that  thofe  troubles  had  been  fecretly 
fomented  by  the  intrigues  of  the  bifliops,  who 
had  already  forgotten  their  oftentatious  profef- 
fions  of  pafiive  and  unlimited  obedience  '•^ 
The  refcntment,  or  the  fears,  of  Diocletian,  at 
length  tranfported  him  beyond  the  boimds  of 
moderation,  which  he  had  hitherto  preferved, 
and  he  declared,  in  a  feries  of  cruel  edifts,  his 
intention  of  abolifhing  the  Chriflian  name.  By 
the  firfl:  of  thefe  edifts,  the  governors  of  the 
provinces  were  direftcd  to  apprehend  all  perfons 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  order ;  and  the  prifons,  def- 
tined  for  the  vileft  criminals,  were  foon  filled 
with  a  multitude  of  bifliops,  prefbyters,  deacons, 

»<"  La6>antlii$  (Inftiiut.  DIvin.  v.  ix.)  confine*  ihc  calamity  to 
tlic  conviKticuIam,  wiili  its  congregation.  Eufebiiis  (viii.  1 1.)  txienJs 
lit  to  a  whole  city,  and  introdures  fomething  very  like  a  regular  fiege. 
His  ancient  Lati A  tranHr-tor,  Ruiinus,  adtis  the  important  ciicumftance 
of  the  permiiiion  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  retiring  from  thence 
As  Phry^^^  reached  to  the  confines  of  Ifauria,  it  is  pofiible  that  the 
icH'trs  temper  of  thofe  independent  Barbarians  may  have  contribuied 
to  this  misfortuue. 

>*»  Eufcbius,  1.  vlii.  c.  6.  M.  de  Valois  (with  fomc  p.obability) 
thinks  that  he  has  difcovercJ  the  Syrian  rebellion  in  an  oration  of  Li- 
J»aniii8  ;  and  that  it  was  a  raHi  attempt  of  the  tribune  Eugenius,  who 
with  onl^  five  hundred  men  ieized  Antioch,  and  might  perhaps  allure 
the  Chriltians  by  the  promife  of  religious  toleration.  From  Eufebius, 
(1.  ix.  c.  8.)  as  well  as  from  Mofes  of  Chorene  (Hifc.  Armen.  1.  ii. 
C.77,  &c.)  it  maybe  inferred^  that  Cliriftianuy  was  already  iotro^ 
duced  into  Armenia. 
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tead«rs,  and  exorcifts.     By  a  fecond  edid,  the  chap. 

XVI. 

magift rates  were  commanded  to  employ  every  w^-v-^- 
method  of  fevcrity,  which  might  reclaim  them 
from  their  odious  fuperftition,  and  oblige  them 
to  return  to  the  eftabliflied  worfhip  of  the  gods. 
I'his  rigorous  order  was  extended,  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  edift,  to  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians,  who 
were  cxpofed  to  a  violent  and  general  perfecu- 
tion  *".  Inftead  of  thofe  falutary  reftraints, 
which  had  required  the  direft  and  folemn  icfti- 
mony  of  an  accufer,  it  became  the  duty  as  well  ' 
as  the  intereft  of  the  Imperial  officers,  to  difcover, 
to  purfue,  and  to  torment,  the  moft  obnoxious 
among  the  faithful.  Heavy  penalties  were  de- 
nounced againft  all  who  fliould  prefume  to  fave  a 
profcribed  fedtary  from  the  juft  indignation  of  the 
gods,  and  of  the  emperors.  Yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  feverity  of  this  law,  the  virtuous  courage 
of  many  of  the  Pagans,  in  concealing  their  friendi^. 
or  relations,  affords  an  honourable  proof,  that 
the  rage  of  fuperftition  had  not  extinguiflied  ia 
their  minds  the  fentiments  of  nature  and  huma«. 
nity  ■•♦. 

Diocletian  had  no  fooner  publifhed  his   edicts  General 
againft  the  Chriftians,  than,   as  if  he  had  been  J**"o^<i»* 
defirous  of  committing  to  other  hands  the  work,  tion, 
of  perfecution,  he  diverted  himfelf  of  the  Impe* 

»<5|  Sec  Moflicim,p.  938  ;  the  text  of  Eufebius  very  plainly  fbcvrs^ 
that  the  governor?,  whole  powers  were  enlarged,  not  reftrained,  by 
the  new  laws,  couid  punifh  with  death  the  molt  obttioate  Chriftians^ 
at  an  example  to  their  brethren. 

»fi4  Aihanafius,  p.  833,  ap.  Tillemont,  Mem,  Eccleiiaft.  torn,  v. 
ptrt  i,  p.  90. 

rial 
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^  xv^  **•  rial  purple.     The  charafter  and  fituation  of*  his 
^.^m^^^m,^  colleagues  and  fucceffors  fometimes   urged  them 
to  enforce,  and  fometimes  inclined  them  to  fuf- 
pend,  the  execution  of  thefe  rigorous  laws ;  nor 
can  we  acquire  a  juft  and  diftinft  idea  of  this 
important  period   of  ecclefiaftical   hiftory,  unlefe 
we  feparately  cionfider  the  ftate  of  Chriftianity,  in 
the  differeht  parts  of  the  empire,  during  the  fpace 
of  ten  years,  which  elapfcd  between  the  firft  edifks 
of  Diocletian,  and  the  final  peace  of  the  church, 
intiiewer-       The  mild  and  humane  temper  of  Conftantiua 
vinces  un.  was  averfc  to  the  oppreffion  of  any  part  of  hia 
SandM "     fubjefts.       The    principal    offices    of  his  palace 
and  Con-    weFe  excrcifed    by  Chriftians.      He  loved   their 
°'*"**     perfons,  efteemcd  their  fidelity,    and  entertained 
not  any  diflike  to  their  religious  principles.     But 
as  long  as  Conflantius  remained  in  the  fubordi« 
nate  ftation  of  Cacfar,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
openly  to  rejcft  the  edifts  of  Diocletian,   or  to 
difobey   the  commands  of  Maximian.      His  au- 
thority  contributed,    however,    to  "  alleviate  the 
Offerings  which  he  pitied  and   abhorred.      He 
confented,  with  reluftance,    to    the   ruin  of  the 
churches  j  but  he  ventured  to  proteft  the  Chrift- 
ians   themfelves  from  the  fury  of  the  populace, 
and  from  the  rigour  of  the  laws.     The  provinces 
of  Gaul  (under  which  we  may  probably  include 
thofe  of  Britain)  were  indebted  for  the  lingular 
tranquillity  which   they  enjoyed,    to  the  gentle 
interpofition  of  their  fovereign  ^^\    But  Datianus, 

the 

*^f  Eiifcbiui,  1.  viii.  c.  13.    LaAantiut  de  M.  P.  c.  15.    Dod- 
well  (DiiTertat.  Cyprian,  xi.  75.}  reprerentt  them  as  inconfiftent  with 
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the  prefident  or  governor  of  Spain,  aftuated  either 
by  zeal  or   policy,  chofe  rather  to  execute  the 
•public  edifts  of  the  emperors,  than  to  underftand 
the  fecret  intentions  of  Conftantius;  and  it  can 
fcarcely  be  doubted,   that  his  provincial  admini- 
ilration  was    ftained    with    the   blood  of  a   few 
martyrs  *^.     The  elevation  of  Conftantius  to  the 
fupreme   and    independent  dignity   of  Auguftus, 
gave  a  free  fcope  to  the  exercife  of  his  virtues, 
and  the  (hortnefs  of  his   reign  did  not  prevent 
him  from  eftablifhing  a  fyftem  of  toleration,   of 
which   he  left  the  precept  and  the  example  to  hh 
fon   Conflantine.      His   fortunate   fon,  from  the 
firft  moment  of  his  acceflion,  declaring   himfelf 
the  proteftor  of  the  church,    at  length  deferved 
the  appellation  of  the  firft  emperor  who  publicly 
profeffed   and   eftablifhed  the    Chriftian  religion. 
The    motives  of   his    converfion,    as    they   may 
varioufly  be   deduced    from    benevolence,    from 
policy,  from   conviflion,  or  from  remorfe ;    and 
the  progrefs  of  the  revolution,  which,  under  his 
powerful  influence,  and  that  of  his  fons,  rendered 
Chriftianity  the  reigning  religion  of  the  Roman 

each  other.  But  the  former  evidently  fpeaks  of  Conftantius  in  the 
fiation  of  Csfar,  and  the  latter  of  the  fame  prince  in  the  rank,  of 
Auguftus, 

i^^  Datianua  is  mentioned  in  Gruter*s  Infcriptions,  as  having  de- 
termined the  limits  between  the  territories  of  Pax  Julia,  and  choie  of 
Eborai  both  cities  in  the  foothem  part  of  LuHtania.  If  we  reco41eft 
the  neighbourhood  of  thofe  places  to  Cape  St.  Vincent^  we  may  fnf. 
peA  that  the  celebrated  deacon  and  martyr  of  that  name  has  been  in. 
accurately  affigned  by  Prudentius,  &c.  to  Saragofla,  or  Valcntia.  See 
the  pompous  hiffory  of  his  fufferings,  in  the  Memo! res  de  Tillemont, 
torn.  V*  part  ii.  p.  58— 85.  Some  critics  are  of  opinion,  that  the  de. 
partment  of  Conftantius,  a^  Csefar,  did  not  include  Spain,  which  ftill 
continued  under  the  immediate  jurifdiAion  of  Maximian. 

empire. 
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CHAP,   empire,  will  form  a  very  ihterefting  and  impof^ 
%^^^y^f  tant  chapter  in  the   third  volume  of  this  hiftory* 
At  prefent  it  may  be   fufEcient  to  obferve,  that 
every  viftory  of  Conftantine  was   produftive  of 
fome  relief  or  benefit  to  the  church, 
in  Italy  The  provinces  of  Italy  and  Africa  experienced 

e",  under    21  fliort   but  violent  perfecution.      The  rigorous 
Maximian   edifts  of  Diocletian   were  ftriftly  and  cheerfully 
vcrvs;        executed   by  his   aflbciate    Maximian,    who   had 
long  hated  the  Chriftians,  and  who  delighted  in 
afts  of  blood  and  violence.      In  the  autumn  of 
the  firft  year  of  the  perfecution,  the  two  empe- 
rors  met  at  Rorhe  to  celebrate  their   triumph  j 
feveral  oppreffive  laws  appear  to  have  iflfued  from 
their   fecret   confultations,    and    the   diligence  of 
the  magiftrates  was  animated  by  the  prefence  of 
their  fovereigns.      After  Diocletian  had  diverted 
himfelf  of  the    purple,    Italy   and    Africa   were 
adminirtered    under    the    name  of  Severus,    and 
were  expofed,  without  defence,  to  the  implacable 
refcntment  of  his  mafler   Galerius.     Among  the 
martyrs  of  Rome,  Adauftus  deferves  the  notice 
of  pofterity.     He  was  of  a  noble  family  in  Italy, 
and   had    raifed    himfelf,    through    the   fucceffive 
honours  of  the  palace,  to  the  important  office  of 
treafurer   of  the   private  dcraefnes.     Adauftus   is 
the  more  remarkable  for  being  the  only  perfonof 
rank  and  diftinftion  who  appears  to  have  fuffered 
death,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this    general 
perfecution  '^^ 

1^7  Eiifchius,  1.  viii.  c.  it.  Gruter,  Infcript.  p.  1171.  No.  if. 
KiiHnus  his  nuiUken  tin:  office  of  Adau^lus,  as  wel]  as  the  place  of  hit 
m.irtyrdom. 
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TtTie  revolt  of  Maxentius  immediately  reftored  chap. 
peace  to  the  churches  of  Italy  and  Africa ;  and  ._^yi;_T 
the  fame  tyrant  who  oppreffed  every  other  clafs  ^^der 
of  his  fubjeds,  (hewed  himfelf  juft,  humane,  and  JIs?"' 
even  partial,  towards  the  afflidled  Chriftians. 
He  depended  on  their  gratitude  and  affeSion, 
and  very  naturally  prefumed,  that  the  injuries 
which  they  had  fuffered,  and  the  dangers  which 
they  ftill  apprehended  from  his  moft  inveterate 
enemy,  would  fecure  the  fidelity  of  a  party  al- 
ready  confiderable  by  their  numbers  and  opu^ 
lence'".  Even  the  conduft  of  Maxentius 
towards  the  bifhops  of  Rome  and  Carthage^  may- 
be confidered  as  the  proof  of  his  toleration,  fince 
it  is  probable  that  the  mod  orthodox  princes 
would  adopt  the  fame  meafures  with  regard  to 
their  edablifhed  clergy,  Marcellus,  the  former 
of  thofe  prelates,  had  thrown  the  capital  into 
confufion,  by  the  fevere  penance  which  he  im- 
pofed  on  a  great  number  of  Chriftians,  who, 
during  the  late  perfecution,  had  renounced  or 
diffembled  their  religion.  The  rage  of  faftioii 
broke  out  in  frequent  and  violent  feditions ;  the  • 
blood  of  the  faithful  was  ihed  by  each  other's 
hands,  and  the  exile  of  Marcellus,  whofe  pru- 
dence  feems  to  have  been  lefa  eminent  than  his 
zeal,  was  found  to  be  the  only  meafure  capable 
of  reftoring  peace  to  the   diftrafted  church  of 

•6»  Eufcbius,  1.  viii.  Q.  14.  But  as  Maxcntiils  was  vanquifbed  by 
Cooftantinc,  it  fuited  the  purpofe  of  Laftantitts  to  place  bis  death 
among  thofe  of  the  peifecvtors. 
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CHAP.   Rome  '*^.    The  behaviour  of  Menfurius,  hitbap 


XVI. 


of  Carthage,  appears  to  have  been  ftill  more 
teprehenfible.  A  deacon  of  that  city  had  put>» 
Itflied  a  libel  againft  the  emperor^  The  offender 
took  refuge  in  the  epifcopal  palace  j  and  though 
it  was  foiDewhat  early  to  advance  any  clsums  of 
ecelefiaflkal  immixiities,  the  bifliop  refufed  to 
deliver  him  up  to  the  officers  of  juftice.  For 
this  treafonable  refinance,  Menfurius  was  fum- 
moned  to*  court,  and  inftead  of  receiving  a  legal 
fentence  of  death  or  baniQiment^  he  was  per^ 
mittedy  after  a  (ban  examination^  to  return  to  his 
diocefe  *^%  Such  was  the  happy  condition  of  the 
Chriftia0  fubjeds  of  Maxentius,  that  whenever, 
they  were  defifous  of  procuring  for  their  own 
life  any  bodies  of  martyrs,  they  were  obliged  to 
purchafe  them  from  the  mod  diftant  provinces 
of  the  iUft*  A  (lory  is  related  of  Aglae,  a  Ro- 
man lady,  defcended  from  a  confular  family,  and 
poffefled;  of  fo  ample  an  eftate,  that  it  reqjuired 

'<^  The  epiuph  of  Mttrcellut  it  to  be  found  in  Gniter,  lofcrip. 

p.  1171.  No.  ]•  and  it  conuint  all  that  we  know  of  bit  hiftory. 

MarcclHnut  and' MarcclluSi  whofe  names  follow  in  the  liftfof  popet,; 

are  fuppofed  by  many  critics  to  be  ditferent  periont  i  but  the  Icansed 

Abbe  de  Longuerre  wat  convinced  that  they  were  one  and  the  irae* 
Veridicus  re£ior  lapfis  quia  crimina  Acre 
Prsedixit  miferis,  fuit  omnibus  hoftit  amamt* 
Kinc  fttror»  hinc  odiam  i.  feqAiituc  difeordia,  litctf 
Seditioy  cedes :  folvuntur  fotdera  pacis. 
Crimen  obralterius,  Chrtftum  qui  in  pace  negavit 
Fintbifs  expulfus  ptrias  eft  feritate  Tyranni. 
Haec  breviter  Damafus  voluit  coroperta  referre  t 
MarceSli  populut  meriuim  cognofcere  poflet. 

We  may  obferve  that  Damafus  was  made  biikop  qf  ftontf-A*  IK  j4^ 
*7e  Oputut  €ontr«  Donatift,  l.i,  c.  S7»  it* 

the 
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the  '*^anageitient  of  ferenty*  three  ftewards. 
Among  thefet  Bonifkce  was  the  favoarite  of  his 
miftrefs ;  .and  as  Aglae  mixed  love  with  devo- 
tion, it  is  reported  that  he  was  admitted  to  (hare 
her  bed.  Her  fortune  enabled  her  to  gratify  the 
pious  defire  of  obtaining  fome  facred  relics  from 
the  Eaft.  She  intruded  Boniface  with  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  gold,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
aromatics}  and  her  lover,  attended  by  twelve 
horfemen  and  three  covered  chariots,  undertook  a 
remote  pilgrimage,  as  far  as  Tarfus  in  Cilicia  *''• 

The  fanguinary  temper  of  Galerius,  the  firft  iniHyrv- 
ftnd    principal   author  of   the   perfecution,   was  theEa(^, 
formidable  to  thofe  Chriftians,  whom  their  mif-  j^JJIJ^^d" 
fortunes  had  placed  within  the  limits  of  his  do-  Maximian*: 
minions ;  and  it  may  fairly  be  prefumed,   that 
many  perlbns  of  a  middle  rank,  who  were  not 
confined  by  the  chains  either  of  wealth  or  of 
poverty,   very  frequently    deferted    their    native 
country,  and  fought  a  refuge  in  the  milder  cli* 
mate  of  the  Weft    As  long  as  he  commanded 
only  the  armies  and  provinces  of  lUyricum,  he 
could  with  difficulty  either  find  or  make  a  con* 
fiderable  number  of  martyrs,  in  a  warlike  coun* 
try,  which  had  entertained  the  miffionaries  of  the 
gofpel  with  more  coldnefs  and  reludance  than 
any  other  part  of  the  empire  '^%    But  when  Ga« 

lerius 

\ 

ty>  The  AAt  of  the  Paflion  of  St.  Boniface,  which  ahound  in  mi- 
fielet  and  declamationi  are  publiihed  by  Roinart  (p.  1S3— •i9t)»  both 
IB  Greek  and  Latini  from  the  authority  of  very  ancient  manufcripta* 

*7*  Dufing  the  four  ^rh  centuriet»  there  cxift  few  traces  of  either 
biA^  or  biih6prict  in  the  waAam  Illyricnoi.    It  haa  bean  thought 

li  %  probablo 
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^  xvi  ^'  ^^*^  ^^  obtained  the  fupreme  power  and  tliA 
\^^^'^  government  of  the  Eaft,  he  indulged  in  their 
fulled  extent  his  2seai  and  cruelty,  not  only  in 
the  provinces  of  Thrace  and  Alia,  which  ac- 
knowledged his  inlmediate  jurifdi6iion ;  but  in 
thofe  of  Syria,  Paleftine,  and  Kgypt,  where 
Maximin  gratified  his  own  inclination,  by  yield- 
ing a  rigorous  obedience  to  the  ftern  commands 
of  his  benefactor '^^  The  frequent  difappoint- 
ments  of  his  ambitious  views,  the  experience  of 
fix  years  of  perfecution,  and  the  falutary  refleo-. 
tions  which  a  lingering  and  painful  diftemper 
fuggefled  to  the  mind  of  Galerius,  at  length 
convinced  him^  that  the  moil  violent  efforts  of 
defpotifm  are  infufficient  to  extirpate  a  whole 
people,  or  to  fubdue  their  religious  pi:e]udices. 
Defirous  of  repairing  the  mifchief  that  he  had 
occailoned,  be  publiflied  in  his  own  name,  and 
in  thofe  of  Licinius  and  Conftantine,  a  general 
cdid^  which,  after  a  pompous:  recital  of  the  Impe- 
rial titles,  proceeded  in  the  following  manner  : 
Gaienus         "  Among  the  important  cares  which  have  occu- 

in^edift*of  "  P^^^    ^^'   ^^^  ^^^   ^^^  Utility   and   preferva- 

loJeraiion,    **  tion  of   the  empire,   it  was  our  intention  to 

*^  correA  and  re'eftablifii  all  things  according  to 

probable  that  the  pilmate  of  Milan  extended  his  jurirdi6lion  over  Sir- 
inium,  the  capital  of  that  great  province.  See  the  Gtographia  S»crsi 
of  Charles  dc  St.  Paul,  p«  68^76.  with  the  obfervations  of  Lucaa 
HoHteiiius. 

■71  The  viiith  book  of  fiufebiits,  as  Veil  as  the  fupplement  concern- 
ing the  martyrs  uf  Paleftine,  principally  relate  to  the  perfecution  of 
Valerius  and  Maxiitiin.  The  general  lamentations  with  whicla 
Ladantius  opens  the  vth  book  of  tils  Divine  laiUtuiions^  allude  to 
their  ciucUy. 
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**  the  ancient  laws   and  public  difcipline  of  the   c  »i  a  p. 

**  Romans.     We  were  particularly  defirous  of 

^*  reclaiiBiag,  into  the  way  of  reafon  and  nature, 

*'  the  deluded  Chriftians,  who  had  renounced  the 

*•. religion    and    ceremonies    inflituted    by  their 

*^  fathers ;     and     prefunaptuoufly    defpifing  •  the 

**  practice  of  antiquity,  had  Invented  extravagant 

^^  laws  and  opinions  according  to  the  dilates  of 

^'  their  fancy,  and  had  coUeded  a  various  fociety 

*'  from  the  diflferent  provinces  of  our   empire. 

^*  The  edifls  which  we  have  publi(hed  to  enforce 

^^  the  worfhip  of  the  gods,  having  expofed  many 

f^  of  the  Chriftians  to  danger  and  diftrefs,  many 

^'  having  fuflfered  death,    and  many  more^  who 

^\ftill  perfift  in  jtheir  impious  folly,   being  left 

^*  deftitute  of  any  public  exercife  of  religion,  we 

*'  are  difpofed  to  extend  to  thofe  unhappy  men  , 

*'  the  effeds  of  our  wonted  clemency.     We  per* 

^*  mit  them  therefore  freely  to  profefs  their  prii- 

^'  vate^  opinions,   and  to  afiemble  in  their  con^ 

^'  venticles  without  fear  or  moleftation,  provided 

^'  always  that  they  preferve  a  due  refpe^  to  the 

^^  eftablilhed  laws  and  government.    By  another 

^^  refcript  we  (hall  fignify  our  intentions  to  the 

f^  judges  and  magiftrateg  ;  and  we  hope  that  our 

^^  indulgence  will  engage  the  Chriftians  to  offexr 

**  up  their  prayers  to  the  deity  whom  they  adore^^ 

^'  for  our  fafety  and  profperity,  for  theic  own, 

f«  and  for  that  of  the  repubUp'^*/*    It  is  not 

174  Eufebius  (1.  viii.  c.  17.}  has  given  us  a  Qreek  verf^on,  and 
Ladantiat  (de  hl»  P.  c.  34. )>  ^^^  Latin  original^  of  this  memorable 
cdiA*  Neither  of  thefe  writers  feema  to  recoHeft  how  direAly  it 
contradifts  whauver  they  have  juft  affirmed  of  the  femorfe  and  repen^t 

^x)ce  of  Galerius« 

U  a  Vfuallj 
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ufually  in  the  language  of  edtfts  and  manifeftos^ 
that  we  ihould  fearch  for  the  real  charader  or 
the  fecret  motives  of  princes ;  but  as  thefe  were 
the  words  of  a  dying  emperor,  his  fituation,  per* 
haps,  may  be  admitted  as  a  pledge  of  his  fince^ 
rity. 
f^^.?L  When  Galcrius  fubfcribed  this  edift  of  tolera^ 
tion,  he  was  well  affured  that  Licinius  would 
readily  comply  with  the  inclinations  of  his  friend 
and  benefa&or,  aiid  that  any  meafures  in  favour 
of  the  Chriftians  would  obtain  the  approbation 
of  Conftantine.  But  the  emperor  would  not 
venture  to  infert  in  the  preamble  the  name  of 
Masimin,  whofe  confent  was  of  the  greateft  im-r 
portance,  and  who  fucceeded  a  few  days  after- 
wards to  the  provinces  of  Afia.  In  the  firft  fijc 
fnonths,  however,  of  his  new  reign,  Masdmih 
^eded  to  adopt  the  prudent  counfels  of  his 
predeceflbr;  and  though  he  never  condefcended 
fo  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  church  by  a 
public  edi£k,  Sabinus,  his  Prastorian  pnefefb, 
addrefled  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  governors 
and  magiftrates  of  the  provinces,  expatiating  on 
the  Imperial  clemency,  acknowledging  the  invin- 
cible obftinacy  of  the  Chriftians,  and  diredmg 
the  officers  of  juftioe  to  ceafe  thdr  ineffedual 
profecutions,  and  to  connive  at  the  fecret  afiem- 
))lies  of  thofe  enthufiaftf.  In  confequence  of 
(hefe  orders,  great  numbers  of  Chriftians  were 
releafed  from  pf ifon,  or  delivered  from  the  mines. 
The  confeflbrsy  iinging  hymns  of  triumph,  re- 
turned into  their  own  countries ;  and  thofe  who 
had  yielded  to  the  violence  of  the  tempeft  foli- 
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cited  with  tears  of  repentance  their  re-admiilioa  chap. 
into  the  bofom  of  the  church  "*.  vj^^il^ 

But  this  treacherous  calm  was  of  fliort  dura*  Maximin 
don ;  nor  could  the  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft  place  uTi^l!^ 
any  confidence  in  the  charafter  of  their  fovereign.  ^^jj^^^** 
Cruelty  and  fuperftition  were  the  ruling  paffions 
of  the  foul  of  Mazimin.    The  former  fuggefled 
the  means,  the  latter  poised  but  the  objefb,  of 
perfecution.      The  emperor  was  devoted  to  the 
worihip  of  the  gods,  to  the  ftudy  of  magic,  and 
to  the  belief  of  oracles.    The  prophets  or  phi- 
lofophers,  whom  he  revered  as  the  favourites  of 
heaven,   were  frequently  raifed   to  the  govern- 
ment of  provinces,  and  admitted  into  his  moft 
fecret  counfels.    They  eafily  convinced  him,  that 
the  Chriftians  had  been  indebted  for  their  vic- 
tories to  their  regular  difcipline,    and  that  the 
weaknefs  of  polytheifm    had  principally  flowed 
from  a  want  of  union  and  fubordination  among 
the  minifters  of  religion.    A  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment was  therefore    inftituted,    which   was  evi- 
dently copied  from  the  policy  of  the  church.     In 
all  the  great  cities  of  the  empire,  the  temples 
were  repaired  and  beautified  by  the  order  of  Max- 
imin;    and  the  ofEciating  priefts  of  the  various 
ddties  were  fubjeded  to  the  authority  of  a  fupe- 
rlor  pontiS*,  defined  to  oppofe  the  bifhop,  and 
to    promote     the    caqfe    of    paganifm.  ^    Thefc 
pontiffs  acknowledged,  i^  their  turn,  the  fuprem^ 
jqrirdi£lion  of  the  metropolitans  or  high  priefts 
of  the  province^   who  aded  as   the   immediate 


*7^  EufebiuSi  ^  13^.  c.  i.     He  inftrrts  the  fpiftle  of  the  praefe^l. 
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CHAP,  vicegerents  of  the  emperor  himfelf*  A  white 
robe  was  the  enfign  of  their  dignity ;  and  thefe 
new  prelates  were  carefully  felefled  from  the 
moft  noble  and  opulent  families.  By  the  influx 
cnce  of  the  magiftrates,  and  of  the  facerdotal 
order,  a. great  number  of  dutiful  addreffes  were 
obtained,  particularly  from  the  cities  of  Nice- 
media,  Antioch,  and  Tyre,  which  artfully  repre- 
fented  the  well-known  intentions  of  the  court  as 
the  general  ferife  of  the  people ;  folicited  the 
emperor  to  confult  the  laws  of  juftice  rather  than 
the  diftates  of  his  clemency ;  exprefled  their 
abhorrence  of  the  Chriftians,  and  humbly  prayed 
that  thofe  impious  fcjftaries  might  s^t  leaft  be 
excluded  from  the  limits  of  their  refpeftive  ter- 
ritories. The  anfwer  of  Maximin  to  the  addrefs 
which  he  obtained  from  the  citizens  of  Tyre  is 
ftill  extant.  He  praifes  their  zeal  and  devotion 
in  terms  of  the  higheft  fatisfaftion,  defcants  on 
the  obftinate  impiety  of  the  Chriftians,  and  be- 
trays, by  the  readinefs  with  which  he  confents  to 
their  baniflament,  th^t  he  confidered  himfelf  as 
receiving,  rather  than  as  conferring,  an  obliga- 
tion. The  priefts  as  well  as  the  magiftrates  were 
empowered  to  enforce  the  execution  of  his  edifts, 
which  were  engraved  on  tables  of  brafs ;  an4 
though  it  was  recommended  to  them  to  avoid 
the  effufion  of  blood,  the  moft  cruel  and  igno- 
minioifs  punifhments  were  infliSed  on  the  refrac- 
tory Chriftians  "^ 

»76  Sec  £urebiu6,  I.  viii.  c.  14..  1.  ix.  c.  a— 8.  LtAantins  rfe 
M.  P.  c.  36.  Thefe  wi  iters  agree  in  reprefenting  the  arts  of  Maxt- 
min  :  but  the  fqrmer  relates  the  execution  of  feveral  martyrs,  while 
|hc  latter  exprefsly  affirms^  oscidi  fervos  Dei  vetuiu 
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The    Afiatic    Ghriftians    had  every  thing  to   chap. 


XVL 


dread  from  the  feverity  of  a  bigoted  monarch, 

who  prepared  his  mcafures  of  violence  with  fach  E"^®^*** 

deliberate  policy.     But  a  few  months  had  fcarcely  tion$. 

^lapfed,  before  the  edifts  publilhed  by  the  two 

weftern  emperors   obliged   Maximin    to  fufpend 

the  profecution  of  his  defigns :  the  civil  war  which 

he  fq  ralhly  undertook  againft  Licinius  employed 

all  his  attention;   and   the  defeat  and  death  of 

Maximin  foon  delivered  the  church  from  the  lafl: 

and  mod  implacable  of  her  enemies  '"♦  , 

In  this  general  view  of  the  perfecution,  which  ProbaWc 
was  fufft  authorized  by  the  ediftis  of  Diocletian,  th€r«ffer- 
I   have   purpofely  refrained   from  dffcribing  the  mfrtyra*'** 
particular  fufferings  and  deaths  of  the  Chriftian  anti«o«- 
martyrs.     It  would  have  been  an  eafy  tafk,  from 
the  hiftory  of  Eufebius,  from  the  declamations  of 
Ladantius,  and  from  tl)e  n)ofl:  ancient  ads,   to- 
collect  a  long  feries  of  horrid  and  difguftful  pic« 
tures,   and   to  fill .  tpany  pages   ^ith  racks  and 
fcourges,  with  iron  hooks,  and  red-hot  beds,  and 
with  all  the  variety  of   tortures   which  fire  and 
fleel,  favage  beafts  and  more  favage  executioners, 
could  inflid  on  the  human  body.     Tbefe  melan- 
cjiply  fcenes  might  be  enlivened  by  a  crowd  of 
vifions  and  miracles  deftined  either  to  delay  the 
death,  to  celebrate  the  triumph,   or  to  difcover 
thp  relics,  of  thofe  canonized  faints  who  fufiered 
for  the  name  of  Chrifl:.     But  I  cannot  determine 


*77  A  few  days  before  his  death,  he  publKhed  a  very  ample edi6l  of 
toleration,  in  which  he  imputes  all  the  feverittes  which  the  Chiiftiant 
fuflfered  to  the  judges  and  governoiSj  who  had  mifuuderftood  his  iuf 
tentions.     S«c  the  £di^|  in  Eufebiusi  1.  ix.  c,  lo. 
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CHAP,    what  I  ought  to  tranfcrlbe,    till   I  am  fatisfied 
^J^X^  ^^^  much  I  ought  to  believe.    The  graved   of 
the  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians,    Eufebius  himfelf^   in- 
diredly  confeffes,  that  he  has  related  whatever 
might  redound  to  the  glory,  and  that  he  has 
fupprefled  all  that  could  tend  to  the  difgrace^  of 
teligion  '''•    Such  an  acknowledgment  will    na« 
turally  enite  a  fufpicion  that  a  writer  who  has 
fo  openly  violated  one  of  the  fundamental  laws 
of  hiftory,  has  not  paid  a  very  ftri&  regard   to 
the  obfervance  of  the  other;  and  the  fufpicion 
will  derive  additional  credit  from  the  character 
of  Eufebius  which  was  lefs  tinflured  with  ere- 
dulity,  and  more  prafUfed  in  the  arts  of  courts, 
^    than  that  of  almoft  any  of  his  contemporaries. 
On  fome  particular  occafions,   when  the  magi- 
ftrates  were  ezafperated  by  fome  perfonal  motives 
of  intereft  or  refentment,  when  the  seal  of  the 
martyrs  urged  them  to  forget  the  rules  of  pru« 
dence,  and  perhaps  of  decency,  to  overturn  the 
altars,  to  pour  out  imprecations  againft  the  em- 
perors, or  to  ftrike  the  judge  as  he  fat  on  his 
tribunal,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  every  mode  of 
torture,  which  cruelty  could  invent  or  conftancy 
could  endure,  was  exhaufted  on  thofe  devoted 

''7S  Such  it  the  fair  deduction  from  two  remarkable  paflTages  in 
Pufebius,  1.  Yiii.  c.  s.  and  de  Martyr.  Palefttn.  c.  la.  The  prudencr 
of  the  hiRorian  has  expofed  hit  own  charaAer  tocenforeaad  fufpicion. 
It  i^  well  known  that  he  himfelf  had  been  thrown  into  prifon  \  and  it 
was  ftiggefted  that  he  had  porchafed  hit  deliverance  by  foitie  diflio- 
nourable  compliance.  The  Reproach  wat  urged  in  his  lifetime,  and 
even  in  his  prefence»  at  the  council  of  Tyre.  Sec  Tillemunt,  Me« 
noiret  Ecclciiaftiquci^  torn.  viii.  part  i.  p.  69* 
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viAims  *'•.  Two  circumftance8,  however,  have  chap. 
been  unwarily  mentioned,  which  tnfinuate  that 
the  general  treatment  of  the  Chriftians,  who  had 
been  apprehended  by  the  officers  of  juftlce,  was 
lefs  intolerable  than  it  is  ufually  imagined  to 
have  been.  i.  The  confeffors  who  were  con- 
demned to  work  in  the  mines  were  permitted, 
by  the  humanity  or  the  negligence  of  their 
keepers,  to  build  chapels,  and  freely  to  profefs 
their  religion  in  the  midft  of  thofe  dreary  habita- 
tions'**.  2.  The  bifhops  were  obliged  to  check 
and  to  cenfure  the  forward  zeal  of  the  Chrift- 
ians,  who  voluntarily  threw  themfelves  Into  the 
hands  of  the  magiftrates.  Some  of  thefe  were 
perfons  opprefled  by  poverty  and  debts,  who 
blindly  fought  to  terminate  a  miferable  exiftence 
by  a  glorious  death.  Others  were  allured  by  the 
hopd,  that  a  fhort  confinement  would  expiate  the 
fins  of  a  whole  life ;  and  others  again  were  a£bu- 
ated  by  the  lefs  honourable  motive  of  deriving 
a  plentiful  fubfiftence,  and  perhaps  a  confiderable 
profit,  from  the  alms  which  the  charity  of  the 
laithfUl  beftowed  on  the  prifoners"'.     After  the 

*79  The  ancient,  and  perhaps  authentic*  aecovnt  of  the  AifferiDgi 
of  Tarachot,  and  hit  companions  (AAa  Sincera  Rttinart,  p.  4x9— 
44s. )»  ia  filled  with  ftrong  expreflions  of  refentment  and  contempt* 
which  could  ftot  fail  of  irritating  the  magtftrste.  The  behaviour  of 
JEdefiua  to  Hieroclet»  praefe£l  of  Egypt*  wat  ftiU  more  extraordinarfp 
Tifiyois  Ti  «»)  tfyo^f  t0  Jtxorw  .  •  .  vi^iffaXM,  £ufeb,  de  Martyr. 
Palcftin.  c.  5. 

■So  Eoleb.  de  Martyr.  PaMin.  e.  13* 

>*>  Auguftin.  Collar.  Carthagin,  Dei*  ili*  c.  13*  ap«  Tilltaione, 
Memoircs  Ecclefiaftiques*  torn,  v*  part  u  p.  46.  The  controvcrfy 
with  the  Donatifts  hat  reileAed  fqme*  though  perhapt  a  partial*  light 
•n  the  hiftory  of  th^  African  church. 
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«5  H  A  p.  church  had  triumphed  over  all  her  enemies,  the 
y,..^^'^^  interefl:  as  well  as  vanity  of  the  captives  prompted 
them  to  magnify  the  merit  of  their  refpeftive 
fuffering.  A  convenient  diftance  of  time  or  place 
jgave  an  ample  fcope  to  the  progrefs  of  fiftion ;  and 
the  frequent  inftances  which  might  -  be  alleged  of 
holy  martyrs,  whofe  wounds  had  been  inftantly 
healed,  whofe  ftrength  had  been  renewed,  and 
whofe  loft  members  had  miraculoufly  be«n  re- 
ftored,  were  extremely  convenient  for  the  purpofc 
of  removing  every  difficulty,  and  of  filencing 
every  objection.  The  moft  extravagant  legends, 
^  they  conduced  to  the  honour  of  the  church, 
were  applauded  by  the  credulous  multitude^ 
countenanced  by  the  power  of  the  clergy,  and 
attefted  by  the  fufpipous  evidence  of  ecclefiaftlcal 
hiftory. 
Number  of  l!he  vaguc  defcriptlons  of  e^ile  and  imprifon* 
va^vtyis.  ment,  of  pain  and  torture,  are  fo  eafily  exag^ 
gerated  or  foftened  by  the  pencil  of  an  artful 
orator,  that  we  are  naturally  induced  to  inquire 
into  a  fad:  of  a  more  diftinft  and  ftubborn  kind  ; 
the  number,  of  perfons  who  fuffered  death  in 
confequence  of  the  edifts  publiihed  by  Diocle- 
tian, his  aflbciates,  and  his  fucoeflbrs.  The 
recent  legendaries  record  whole  armies  and  cities, 
which  were  at  once  fwept  away  by  the  undiftin^ 
guifliing  rage  of  perfecution.  The  more  ancient 
writers  content  themfelves  with  pouring  out  a 
liberal  effufion  of  loofe  and  tragical  inveftivcs, 
without  condefcending  to  afcertain  the  precife 
number  of  thofe.  perfons  whq  were  permitted  to 
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fi^al  with  their  blood  their  beh'ef  of  the  gofpel. 
From  the  hiftory  of  Eufebius,  it  may  however  be 
collefted,  that  only  nine  bifliops  were  puniflied 
with  death  ;  and  we  are  aflured,  by  his  particular 
enumeration  of  the  martyrs  of  Paleftine^  that  no 
more  than  ninety-two  Chriftians  were  entitled  to 
that  honourable  appellation  "\  As  we  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  degree  of  epifcopal  zeal  and 
dourage  which  prevailed  at  that  time,  it  is  not 
in  our  power  jto  draw  any  ufeful  inferences  from- 
the  former  of  thefe  fafls :  but  the  latter  may 
ferve  to  juftify  a  very  important  and  probable 
conclufion.  According  to  the  diftribution  of 
Roman  provinces,  Paleftine  may  be  confidered 
as  the  fixteenth  part  of  the  Eaftern  empire'"^  ;• 

and 

'8»  Eufcbius  dc  Martyr.  Paleftln.  c.  13.  He  clofes  bis  narratiorr, 
by  afluring  us,  that  thefe  were  the  martyrdoms  infli^lcd  in  Paleftinci 
during , the  wZ>»/«  courfe  of  the  perfecution.  The  vth  chapter  of  hi« 
viiiih  book,  which  relates  to  the  province  of  Thebais  in  Egypt  may 
feem  to  contradict  our  moderate  compuratiun  ;  but  it  will  only  lead 
us  to  admire  the  artful  management  of  the  hiilorlan.  Chufing  for 
the  fcene  of  the  moil  exquifitc  cruelty  the  mod  remote  and  Icqueitcred 
country  of  the  Roman  empire,  he  relates,  that  in  Thebais  from  ten 
to  one  hundred  perfons  had  frequently  fuffered  martyrdom  in  the  fame 
day.  But  when  he  proceeds  to  mention  his  own  journey  into  Egypt, 
his  language  infenfibiy  becomes  more  cautious  and  moderate.  Inliead 
of  a  large,  but  definite  number,  he  fpraks  of  many  Chriitians 
(uXindi)  ;  and  moft  artfully  fclefts  two  ambiguous  words  (irofwa/Aiv, 
attd  v'a0umsL9Ta;)j  which  may  fign if y  either  what  he  had  Icen  or  what 
Jie  had  heard  ;  either  the  expe£lation,  or  the  execution,  of  the  puniih. 
roent.  Having  thus  provided  a  fecure  evafion,  he  commits  the  equi- 
vocal paifage  to  his  readers  and  (ranflators  ;  juftly  conceiving  that  their 
piety  would  induce  them  to  prefer  the  moll  favourable  fenlie.  There 
was  perhaps  fom'e  malice  in  the  remaik  of  Theodorus  Mctochita,  that 
all  who*  like  Eofebiiis,  had  been  converfant  with  the  Egyptians,  dc-« 
Jigbted  in  an  obfcure  and  intricate  ftyle.     (See  Valeiius  ad  ioc.) 

|<<I  When  Palciiine  was  divided  into  three,  the  prxfe^ure  of  the 
£aft  coutaincd  forty-eight  provincesi    As  the  ancient  diftindions  of 
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CHAP,  and  fince  there  were  fome  governors,  who  from 
^''  *  a  real  or  affedled  clemency  had  preferved  thdf 
handft  unftamed  with  the  blood  of  the  faithful  '*% 
it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  that  the  country  which 
had  given  birth  to  Chriftianity  produced  at  lead 
the  fixteenth  part  of  the  martyrs  who  fuiiered 
death  within  the  dominions  oi  Galerius  and  Maxi- 
min;  the  whole  might  coafequently  amount  to 
about  fifteen  hundred,  a  number  which,  if  it  is 
equally  divided  becween  the  ten  years  of  the  per« 
fecution,  wilt  allow  an  annual  confumption  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  martyrs.  Allotting  the 
fame  proportion  to  the  provinces  of  Italy,  Africa, 
and  perhaps  Spain,  where,  at  the  end  of  two  or 
three  years,  the  rigour  of  the  penal  laws  was 
either  fufpended  or  abolifhed,  the  multitude  of 
Chridians  in  the  Roman  empire,  on  whom  a 
capital  punifliment  was  inflifted  by  a  jadicial  fen« 
tence,  will  be  reduced  to  ibmewhat  lefs  dian  two 
thoufand  perfons.  Since  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  Chriftians  were  more  numerous,  and 
their  enemies  more  exafperated,  in  the  time  of 
Diocletian,  than  they  had  ever  been  in  any  former 
perfecution,  this  probable  and  moderate  compu- 
tation may  teach  us  to  eftimate  the  number  of 
primitive  faints  and  martyrs  who  facrificed  thdr 
lives  for  the  important  purpofe  of  introducing 
Chriftianity  into  the  world. 

nationt  were  long  iincc  nbotiihed,  ibt  ttomant  diAHbutf^  the  pro- 
vincety  tccording  toa  g«ii«r«l  proportion  of  their  extent  and  opuloiice« 
■U  Utgloriari  poflint  nullum  fe  innoceniiam  peremiife»  naaeti|ile 
■udivi  aliquot  gloriante$»  quia  adminiftnitio  Ami  in  bic  pMrttf  liicrfC 
iucrucnta.    La^iant.  Inftituli  Divin,  ▼.  it. 
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We  (hall  conclude  this  chapter  by  a  melancholy  chap. 
truth,  which  obtrudes  itfelf  on  the  reludant  *>-^,^ 
mind  j  that  even  admitting,  without  hefitation  Conciu- 
or  inquiry,  all  that  hiftory  has  recorded,  or  devo* 
tion  has  feigned,  on  the  fabjed  of  martyrdoms^ 
it  muft  ftill  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Chriftians^ 
in  the  courfe  of  their  inteftine  diflemions,  have 
inflided  far  greater  feverities  on  [each  other,  than 
they  had  experienced  from  the  zeal  of  infidels* 
During  the  ages  of  ignorance  which  followed 
the  fubverfion  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  Weft, 
the  biOiops  of  the-  Imperial  city  extended  their 
dominion  over  the  laity  as  well  as  clergy  of  the 
Latin  church.  The  fabric  of  fuperftition  which 
they  had  ereded,  and  which  might  long  have 
defied  the  feeble  efforts  of  reafon,  was  at  length 
aflaulted  by  a  crowd  of  daring  fenatics,  who^  front 
the  twelfth  to  the  fixteenth  century,  aflumed  the 
popular  character  of  reformers*  The  chtirch  of 
Rome  defended  by  violence  the  empire  which 
ihe  had  acquired  by  fraud;  a  fyftem  of  peace 
and  benevolence  was  foon  cfifgraced  t^  profcrip* 
tioas,  wars,  maflacres,  and  the  inftitution  of  the 
holy  office.  And  as  the  reformers  were  animated 
by  the  love  of  civil,  as  well  as  of  religious  freedom^ 
the  Catholic  princes  connected  theif  own  interell 
with  that  of  the  clergy,  and  enforced  by  fire  and 
the  fword  the  terras  of  fpiritual  cenfures.  la 
the  Netherlands  alone,  more  than  one  hundred 
thoufand  of  the  fubjeds  of  Charles  the  Fifth  are 
&id  to  have  fuffered  by  the  hand  of  the  execu<' 
tioner ;  and  this  extraordinary  number  is  attefted 
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CHAP,  by  Grotius "%  a  man  of  genius  and  learnihg, 
s^iP*s/«L/  >^bo  preferved  his  moderation  amidft  the  fury  of 
Contending  feds,  and  who  compofed  the  annals 
of  his  own  age  and  country,  at  a  time  when  the 
invention  of  printing  had  facilitated  the  means 
of  intelligence,  and  increafed  the  danger  of 
deteAion.  If  we  are  obliged  to  fubmit  our  belief 
to  the  authority  of  Grotius,  it  muft  be  allowed, 
that  the  number  of  Proteftants,  who  were  exe- 
cuted in  a  fingle  province  and  a  fingle  reign,  far 
exceeded  that  of  the  primitive  martyrs  in  the 
fpace  of  three  centuries,  and  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire. But  if  the  improbability  of  the  faft  itfelf 
fliould  prevail  over  the  weight  of  evidence;  if 
Grotius  ftiould  be  convicted  of  exaggerating  the 
merit  and  fufferings  of  the  Reformers"*^;  we 
iDiall  be  naturally  led  to  inquire  what  confidence 
can  be  placed  in  the  doubtful  and  imperfect 
monuments  of  ancient  credulity  ;  what  degree  of 
credit  can  be  afligned  to  a  courtly  bifliop,  and 
a  palTionate  declaimcr,  who,  under  the  protect 
tion  of  Conftantine,  enjoyed  the  exclufive  privi. 
lege  of  recording  the  perfecutions  inflided  on  the 
Chriflians  by  the  vanquifhed  rivals  or  diliegarded 
predcceirors  of  their  gracious  fovereign. 

»8$  Grot.  Annal.  <!c  Rebus  Belgicii,  1.  i.  p.  ii.  Edit.  fol. 

»86  Fra-Paolo  (Illoria  delConcilio  Tridentino,  1.  lii.)  reduces  the 
ru'.iiDci' of  Belgic  martyrs  to  50,000.  In  learnings  and  moderation^ 
Fra-Paulu  was  nut  interior  tu  Grotius.  The  priority  of  time  gives 
lome  advantage  to  the  evidence  of  the  former,  which  he  lofes  on  the 
other  hand  by  the  diftance  of  Venice  from  the  Netherlands. 
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